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( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2 )

T h i s  i s s u e  f o c u s e s  o n  a  n e w  t r e n d  i n  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  a
su r v i vo r  advoca te  f am i l y  i n  Oh io ,  a  new  Hu r r i cane  Ka t r i na
u r b a n  l e g e n d  a n d  a  r e v i e w  o f  a l l  p e n d i n g  s t a t e  r e d  l i g h t  a n d
s p e e d  l i m i t  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n .

Cit ies Pursue Cameras
When States Don' t  Act
2 0 0 5  h a s  s e e n  s t a t e s  l i k e  R h o d e  I s l a n d  a n d  Wa s h i n g t o n
f o r m a l l y  a p p r o v e  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  H o w e v e r,
o n e  o f  t h e  n e w e s t  t r e n d s  i n  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  h a s  s e e n
c i t i e s  s t r i k e  o u t  o n  t h e i r  o w n  a n d  i n s t a l l  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s
w h e r e  s t a t e w i d e  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a p p r o v e d .

I n  s e v e r a l  c a s e s ,  t h e  c i t i e s  h a v e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  u s i n g  r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a n d  i s s u i n g  c i v i l  f i n e s  i s  p e r m i s s a b l e  u n d e r
" h o m e  r u l e "  s t a t u t e s ,  a n d  t h e  o n l y  l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y  n e e d e d
i s  a  l o c a l  o r d i n a n c e .

T h e  l a r g e s t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  t h e  C i t y  o f
Minneapo l i s ,  MN.  In  J anua ry,  t he  Minneapo l i s  C i ty  Counc i l
approved  a  c iv i l  o rd inance  a f t e r  a  rev iew by  the  c i ty  a t to rney
c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  h a d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d o  s o  u n d e r
s t a t e  s t a t u t e s .

In  2004 ,  l eg i s l a to r s  i n  bo th  t he  Minneso t a  House  and  Sena t e
a t t empted  to  pas s  enab l ing  l eg i s l a t i on  fo r  r ed  l i gh t  cameras ,
b u t  n e i t h e r  b i l l  m a d e  i t  p a s t  t h e  i n i t i a l  h e a r i n g  p r o c e s s .

M i n n e a p o l i s  i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  i n s t a l l i n g  1 6  c a m e r a s  t o
c o v e r  a  t o t a l  o f  1 2  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  s e l e c t e d
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  h i g h  a c c i d e n t  r a t e s .  A s t u d y  o f  o n e
i n t e r s e c t i o n  f o u n d  t h a t  1 2 5  c a r s  r a n  t h e  r e d  l i g h t  i n  e i g h t
h o u r s ,  p o l i c e  s a i d .

O n  J u l y  6 t h ,  v i o l a t o r s  b e g a n  r e c e i v i n g  $ 1 3 0  f i n e s .  S ince
the  camera  program s tar ted,  pol ice  have t icketed over
12,000 viola tors .

I n  M i s s o u r i ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  A r n o l d ,  o u t s i d e  o f  S t .  L o u i s ,  h a s
pu r sued  r ed  l i gh t  s a f e ty  cameras  a f t e r  a  2004  b i l l  t ha t  wou ld
have  a l lowed  cameras  in  S t .  Lou i s  exp i red  in  the  l eg i s l a tu re .

( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2 )
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( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 ) New Camera Cit ies
Red l ight  cameras operat ional
Albuquerque,  New Mexico
Popula t ion :  448,607
"Home Rule"  s ta te :  No

Minneapol is ,  Minnesota
Popula t ion :  382,618
"Home Rule"  s ta te :  Yes

Sioux Fa l ls ,  South  Dakota
Popula t ion :  130,491
"Home Rule"  s ta te :  Yes

Red l ight  cameras approved
Gulf  Breeze ,  F lor ida
Popula t ion :  5 ,967
"Home Rule"  s ta te :  Yes

Swampscot t ,  Massachuset ts
Popula t ion :  14 ,412
"Home Rule"  s ta te :  Yes

Arnold,  Missour i
Popula t ion :  19 ,962
"Home Rule"  s ta te :  Yes

O n  M a y  1 s t ,  A l b u q u e r q u e  b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t
N e w  M e x i c o  c i t y  t o  u s e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  t o
i s s u e  c i t a t i o n s  a t  t w o  o f  i t s  b u s i e s t
i n t e r s ec t i ons ,  f o l l owing  a  p i l o t  p ro j ec t  u s ing
t h e  t e c h n o l o g y.

I n  i t s  f i r s t  m o n t h  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  m o r e  t h a n
7 5 0  m o t o r i s t s  w e r e  s e n t  $ 1 0 0  c i t a t i o n s .
A d d i t i o n a l  t i c k e t s  w i l l  c o s t  m o t o r i s t s  u p  t o
$250 .  The  c i ty  i s  l ook ing  in to  the  poss ib i l i t y
o f  a d d i n g  c a m e r a s  a t  u p  t o  n i n e  a d d i t i o n a l
i n t e r s e c t i o n s .

P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  d i r e c t
a p p r o a c h  t o  i m p r o v i n g  l o c a l  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  i s
h a p p e n i n g  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  G u l f  B r e e z e ,  F L .

I n  A u g u s t ,  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  a p p r o v e d  a n
o r d i n a n c e  t o  i n s t a l l  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c i t y,  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f i v e
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  c i t y  w i t h  t r a f f i c  s i g n a l s
a r e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s
a n d  s e e  e x t r e m e l y  h i g h  t r a f f i c  f l o w s .
N e a r l y  3 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  a r e  t r a n s p o r t e d
t h r o u g h  t h e s e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  d a i l y.

T h e  r e c e n t  e v e n t s  i n  G u l f  B r e e z e  d e s e r v e
n o t i c e  b e c a u s e  n o t  o n l y  w o u l d  i t  b e  t h e  f i r s t
c i t y  i n  F l o r i d a  t o  i s s u e  c i v i l  c i t a t i o n s  t o  r e d
l i g h t  r u n n e r s ,  b u t  t h e  s t a t e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l
h a s  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  a  n e w
s t a t e  l a w  w o u l d  b e  n e e d e d  b e f o r e  a  c i t y
c o u l d  i s s u e  p h o t o  c i t a t i o n s .

S i n c e  G u l f  B r e e z e  m a d e  i t s  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e
c i t i e s  o f  P e m b r o k e  P i n e s  a n d  O r a n g e  C i t y
h a v e  b o t h  e x p r e s s e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  s e t t i n g  u p
s i m i l a r  s y s t e m s . O r l a n d o ,  P e n s a c o l a  a n d  t h e
M a n a t e e  a n d  S a r a s o t a  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t s
a r e  i n s t a l l i n g  c a m e r a s ,  b u t  a r e  o n l y  i s s u i n g

w a r n i n g s  t o  v i o l a t o r s .  T h e  i n t e n t i o n  i s  t o
o b t a i n  r e l i a b l e  v i o l a t i o n  d a t a  t h a t  t h e y  c a n
then  u se  i n  t he i r  e f fo r t s  i n  Ta l l aha s see  t o
u r g e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  e n a c t  e n a b l i n g
l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .

Red Light Running Not Limited To Motor Vehicles
A n  u n u s u a l  c r a s h  o c c u r e d  o n  S e p t .  11 t h
w h e n  a n  A m i s h  b u g g y  w a s  c r u s h e d  b y  a n
18 -whee l e r  i n  Midd le f i e ld ,  Oh io .

O h i o  H i g h w a y  P a t r o l  o f f i c i a l s  s a i d  b u g g y
d r i v e r  J o h n  M i l l e r  w a s  a i r l i f t e d  t o  a n  A k r o n
h o s p i t a l  w i t h  u n s p e c i f i e d  i n j u r i e s .

P o l i c e  s a i d  M i l l e r  f a i l e d  t o  s t o p  a t  a  r e d
l i g h t ,  w h i c h  w a s  t h e n  s t r u c k  b y  t h e  t r u c k .
H i s  p a s s e n g e r,  B a r b a r a  S c h m u c k e r,
s u f f e r e d  a  b r o k e n  s h o u l d e r.

T h e  o n l y  r e p o r t e d  f a t a l i t y   w a s  M i l l e r ' s
h o r s e ,  w h i c h  w a s  k i l l e d  i n s t a n t l y.



Fami ly  Takes  On  Camera  Proh ib i t i on  B i l l

Ohio  House  Bi l l  56
Sponsor:  Rep.  J im
Raussen

What it  would do:
Prohibit  any Ohio

community from using automated red light
or speed l imit  enforcement technology
unless a police officer is physically
present  and the ci tat ion is  given at  the t ime
of the infraction.

Current status:  The legislat ion was
approved by the  House ,  and has  been
referred to  the  Senate  Commit tee  on
Highways and Transportat ion.

An ini t ial  Senate hearing was held on Oct.
4th.  At least  one addit ional  public hearing
is  expected to be held on the legislat ion in
coming weeks.

P a u l  a n d  S u e  O b e r h a u s e r ,  s u r v i v o r  a d v o c a t e s
f rom Somerse t ,  Ohio ,  r ecen t ly  p resen ted  Rep .
J im  Raussen  w i th  a  copy  o f  t h i s  pho to  o f  t he i r
daugh te r  Sa rah ,  who  was  k i l l ed  by  a  r ed  l i gh t
runner  in  2002 .  The  pho to  was  t aken  in  1998  a t
Mt .  Ra in ie r.  Her  daugh te r   Megan  i s  now 12  and
her  son  Drew i s  14 .

P a u l  a n d  S u e  O b e r h a u s e r  d o n ' t  w a n t  a n y
o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  t o  h a v e  t o  e n d u r e  t h e  p a i n  t h a t
t h e y  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  s i n c e  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e i r
d a u g h t e r  i n  a  2 0 0 2  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h .

F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e  f a m i l y  i s  d o i n g  a l l  t h e y
c a n  t o  s e e  t h a t  a  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o h i b i t i o n
b i l l  i n  t h e  O h i o  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  d e f e a t e d .

R e p .  J i m  R a u s s e n  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  p u s h  h i s
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  m a k e  i t  a l l  b u t
i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  O h i o  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t
a g e n c i e s  t o  u s e  a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t
t echno logy.

D e s p i t e  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  n u m e r o u s  c i t i e s ,  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  a d v o c a c y  g r o u p s ,  t h e
l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  i s
n o w  b e f o r e  a  S e n a t e  c o m m i t t e e .

O n  O c t o b e r  4 t h ,  R a u s s e n  h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  p r e s e n t  h i s  b i l l  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  b u t  n o
o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  w e r e  g i v e n  t h e  c h a n c e  t o
r e f u t e  h i s  t e s t i m o n y.

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  O b e r h a u s e r s  w e r e  a b l e  t o
c o n f r o n t  R e p .  R a u s s e n  a f t e r  t h e  h e a r i n g ,
and  l e t  h im  know tha t  h i s  l eg i s l a t i on  wou ld
p r e v e n t  O h i o  c o m m u n i t i e s  f r o m  t r y i n g  t o
m a k e  t h e i r  s t r e e t s  s a f e r.

T h e  c o u p l e  h a n d e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r  a
p h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r,  w h o  w a s  a
p o p u l a r  h i g h  s c h o o l  c h e m i s t r y  t e a c h e r  a n d
p r o u d  m o t h e r  o f  t w o  c h i l d r e n  w h e n  h e r  l i f e
w a s  c u t  s h o r t  b y  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n e r  n e a r  t h e
t o w n  o f  O x f o r d ,  O h i o .

T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  h e a r i n g  r o o m  w a s
r e c o u n t e d  i n  a n  O c t .  5 t h  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e
C i n c i n n a t i  E n q u i re r.

W h i l e  R a u s s e n  w a s  u n s w a y e d  b y  t h e i r
p e r s o n a l  a p p e a l ,  t h e  O b e r h a u s e r s  f u l l y
i n t e n d  t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  h i s  b i l l  a t  a  f u t u r e
h e a r i n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l .

“ W h y  a r e  w e  m a k i n g  l a w s  t o  p r o t e c t  p e o p l e
w h o  b r e a k  t h e  l a w ? ”  S u e  c o m m e n t e d  t o  t h e
r e p o r t e r.  “ I  j u s t  d o n ’ t  g e t  i t . ”
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NOTABLE QUOTE

"More than 100 communit ies  around the country,  including at  least  one in Washington state ,
a l ready use red l ight  cameras .  Seat t le  should embrace the idea,  because i t  wi l l  make reckless
drivers  think twice before barrel ing through a red l ight .  That’s  smart  use of  technology -  for
safety’s  sake."

       - - E x c e r p t  f r o m  a  S e p t .  2 4 t h  s t a f f  e d i t o r i a l  i n  T h e  S e a t t l e  Ti m e s .

Katrina Leads To Speed Camera Urban Legend
I f  you  have  seen  the  image
to the right as you sift through
your e-mail over the past few
weeks ,  you are  not  a lone .

The image purports  to
show a Hurr icane Katr ina  -
launched sports  car  being
photographed by  a  New
Orleans speed l imit
enforcement camera.

There  are  several  reasons
why this photo is obviously
an at tempt at  humor and
not  an actual  occurance
during the recent
hurricane,  the most
obvious  being that   New Orleans  does  not
opera te  speed  cameras !

The researchers  a t  the  Urban Legends
Reference Pages  have deduced that  the
background storm image was taken direct ly

from television video footage of Hurricane
Charley str iking Florida in 2004.

The source of  the e-mail  image has been
t raced  back  to  a  UK-based  webs i t e  opera ted
by car  enthusiasts .

Red Light  Crash Damages  Flor ida Tai lor Shop
According to  a  news repor t  in  the  Tampa
Tribune ,  a  woman who ran a  red l ight  on
Aug.13th  caused a  chain react ion that  sent  a
service van through the front  window of a
tailoring business.

According to  Tampa pol ice ,  Mar ta  Arce ,  19 ,
of  Tampa was driving west  on Twiggs Street
when she drove through a  red l ight .Her  1993

Buick smashed into a southbound Verizon
van, sending it  crashing through the window
of Express  Tai lors .

The acc ident  caused about  $20,000 wor th  of
damage to  the business ,  pol ice  spokesman
Joe Durkin said.  No one was ser iously hurt ,
most ly  because there  were only a  few people
in the building at  the t ime of the crash.

T h e  a l l e g e d  s p e e d  c a m e r a  v i o l a t i o n  c a p t u r e d  d u r i n g  H u r r i c a n e  K a t r i n a .



At ten t ion  Campa ign  Members !
We a re  seek ing  i nd i v i dua l s  and  o rgan i za t i ons  t o  he l p  advance  ou r  2006  s t a te

l eg i s l a t i ve  advocacy  e f f o r t s .  We  need  t o  hea r  f r om  red  l i gh t  r unn ing  v i c t ims ,  t r a f f i c

sa fe t y  advoca tes ,  and  l aw  en fo r cemen t  and  hea l t h  ca re  p ro fess i ona l s  w i l l i ng  t o  con tac t

l eg i s l a t o r s ,  p rov i de  t es t imony  and  expand  ou r  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  en fo r cemen t  e f f o r t s .

P l ease  e -ma i l  us  a t  i n f o@s top red l i gh t r unn ing . com  o r  ca l l  202 -828 -9100 .

Legis lat ive  Update  — October 2005
I f  t h e r e  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g  i n  y o u r  s t a t e  t h a t  i s  n o t  l i s t e d  h e r e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e

Campa ign  a t  ( 202 )828 -9100  o r  i n f o@s top red l i gh t r unn ing . com .

RED L IGHT RUNNING SAFETY CAMERAS

O h i o :  H B  5 6  ( R a u s s e n )  w o u l d  b a n  t h e  u s e  o f  a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  t e c h n o l o g y.  T h e  H o u s e
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  a n d  H o m e l a n d  S e c u r i t y  C o m m i t t e e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  b i l l  o n  4 / 4 / 0 5
b y  a  v o t e  o f  8 - 3 .  T h e  f u l l  H o u s e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  5 / 1 8 / 0 5 .  I t  h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o
the  Sena t e  Commi t t e e  on  H ighways  and  Transpo r t a t i on .  An  i n i t i a l  hea r i ng  was  he ld  on  10 /4 /
0 5  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  h e a r i n g s  a r e  a n t i c i p a t e d .

Massachuse t t s :  H B  2 0 2 3  ( H o n a n )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  B o s t o n  a n d  C a m b r i d g e  t o
u s e  a u t o m a t e d  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  d e v i c e s  o n  c e r t a i n  r o a d w a y s .  R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  J o i n t
C o m m i t t e e  o n  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n .

Pennsy lvan ia :  H B 1 5 6 8  ( C r e i g h t o n )  w o u l d  e x p a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  t o
commun i t i e s  o the r  t han  Ph i l ade lph i a .  I n t roduced  on  5 /10 /05  and  r e f e r r ed  t o  t he  House
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .

R h o d e  I s l a n d :  S B  9 0 9  ( G o o d w i n )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  s t a t e w i d e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .
R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e .  I n i t i a l  h e a r i n g  h e l d  3 / 1 2 / 0 5 ,  s u b s e q u e n t
h e a r i n g  h e l d  6 / 1 6 / 0 5 .  N o  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  t a k e n .

H B  6 3 1 5  ( M c C a u l e y )  H o u s e  v e r s i o n  o f  S e n a t e  b i l l .  R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e
C o m m i t t e e .  H o u s e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  b i l l  o n  6 / 2 9 / 0 5 ,  t h e  S e n a t e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  b i l l  o n  6 / 3 0 / 0 5  a n d
i t  b e c a m e  l a w  w i t h o u t  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  s i g n a t u r e  o n  7 / 1 9 / 0 5 .

SPEEDING SAFETY CAMERAS

C a l i f o r n i a :  S B  4 6 6  ( K u e h l )  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  u s e  o f  p h o t o  r a d a r  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s .
A m e n d e d  t o  o n l y  a l l o w  e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  s c h o o l  z o n e s  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  w i t h  p o s t e d  s p e e d
l i m i t s  u n d e r  3 0  m p h .  R e f e r r e d  b a c k  t o  S e n a t e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  H o u s i n g  C o m m i t t e e .

Page 5

Room For Improvement
A survey conducted by the Farmers  Insurance Group of  Companies  showed more than 36
percent  of  motoris ts  admit ted to running a red l ight  in the past  year  — an offense that  is  the
leading cause of  crashes in  urban areas .  The survey’s  resul ts  were gathered from a random
writ ten survey of  dr iving habi ts  that  Farmers  conducted of  1,000 drivers .
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