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Texas Senators Reject
Anti-Camera Challenge

( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2 )

I n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  v i c t o r y  f o r  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  i n  Te x a s ,  a  b r o a d
coali t ion of cit ies,  law enforcement and traffic safety advocates
h a v e  t u r n e d  b a c k  a  c o n c e r t e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f o r t  t o  s t r i p  t h e
a b i l i t y  o f  Te x a s  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  u s e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  f o r
t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t .

E a r l i e r  t h i s  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  Te x a s  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
a p p r o v e d  t w o  p i e c e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  p r o h i b i t  a n y  Te x a s
municipal i t ies  f rom using photo enforcement  sys tems,  despi te
the 20 percent  reduction in violat ions that  the City of  Garland’s
r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m  h a s  p r o d u c e d  s i n c e  2 0 0 3 .

W h e n  o n e  o f  t h e  b i l l s  w a s  b l o c k e d  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  a  f i n a l
v o t e  b y  t h e  S e n a t e ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  l a n g u i s h e d  i n  a  S e n a t e
c o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  t w o  m a i n  a n t i - c a m e r a  l e g i s l a t o r s  t r i e d  a
l a s t - m i n u t e  s t r a t e g y  o f  a d d i n g  a n t i - c a m e r a  w o r d i n g  t o  a
ser ies  of  la rger  b i l l s  tha t  had  to  be  approved by the  legis la ture
b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n .

The  l a s t  f ew  days  o f  t he  s e s s ion  s aw  t r a f f i c  s a f e ty  advoca t e s
r e a c h  o u t  t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  w h o
h a d  b e e n  n a m e d  a s  c o n f e r e e s  t o  t h e  b i l l s  w i t h  t h e  a n t i -
c a m e r a  a m e n d m e n t s .  A l m o s t  d a i l y  s t r a t e g y  s e s s i o n s  w e r e
h e l d  b e t w e e n  t h e  C a m p a i g n ,  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  a  n u m b e r
of  Texas  c i t i e s  tha t  wan ted  to  p rese rve  the i r  op t ion  o f  add ing
c a m e r a s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  K e y  l e g i s l a t o r s  w e r e  c o n t a c t e d  a n d
told of the importance of eliminating any anti-camera amendments.

L e g i s l a t o r s  w e r e  a l s o  m a d e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a   p o l l
s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  To  St o p  R e d  L i g h t
R u n n i n g  w h i c h  s h o w e d  6 5  p e r c e n t  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  i n
Te x a s  w a n t e d  t o  a l l o w  c i t i e s  t o  u s e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  t o
c r a c k  d o w n  o n  d r i v e r s  w h o  d i s r e g a r d  t r a f f i c  s i g n a l s .
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Governor Vetoes  Maryland Speed Camera Bi l l
M a r y l a n d  G o v.  R o b e r t  E h r l i c h  h a s  o n c e
a g a i n  r e j e c t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e
a l l o w e d  t h e  u s e  o f  s p e e d  s a f e t y  c a m e r a s  o n
a  l i m i t e d  b a s i s  i n  M a r y l a n d .

H o u s e  B i l l  4 4 3 ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  a l l o w e d
s p e e d  c a m e r a s  i n  M o n t g o m e r y  C o u n t y
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  a n d  s c h o o l  z o n e s  o n l y,  w a s
a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  M a r y l a n d  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .
E h r l i c h  v e t o e d  t h e  m e a s u r e  o n  M a y  2 8 t h
c i t i n g  " B i g  B r o t h e r "  c o n c e r n s  a n d  a n
u n s u p p o r t e d  c l a i m  t h a t  s p e e d  c a m e r a s
v i o l a t e  a  m o t o r i s t s '  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y.

E h r l i c h  i g n o r e d  t h e  n u m e r o u s  r e c e n t  f a t a l
c r a s h e s  i n v o l v i n g  t e e n a g e r s  a n d  s p e e d i n g
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  s e v e r a l  n e w  s p e e d
c a m e r a  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d
K i n g d o m  a n d  F r a n c e ,  w h i c h  h a v e  s h o w n
s u b s t a n t i a l  s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s .

Tw o  y e a r s  a g o  E h r l i c h  v e t o e d  a  s t a t e w i d e
s p e e d  c a m e r a  l a w,  a n d  d o e s  n o t  s u p p o r t
M a r y l a n d ' s  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s .

S a f e t y  a d v o c a t e s  a r e  o p t i m i s t i c  t h a t  t h i s
v e t o  c a n  b e  o v e r t u r n e d  i n  2 0 0 6 .

Red Light  Crash Damages  Space  Art i fact  At  School
A  t w o - v e h i c l e  c r a s h  o n  J u n e  6 t h  i n j u r e d
t h r e e  p e o p l e  a n d  d a m a g e d  Ti t u s v i l l e ,
F l o r i d a ' s   m u c h  l o v e d  a n t i q u e  r o c k e t ,  a
p r o m i n e n t  l o c a l  l a n d m a r k  t h a t  h a d  j u s t  b e e n
r e s t o r e d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r.

A p p a r e n t l y,  o n e  o f  t h e  c a r s  r a n  a  r e d  l i g h t
a n d  t h e  t w o  v e h i c l e s  c o l l i d e d ,  c a u s i n g  o n e
t o  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  f e n c e  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e
Ti t a n  1  r o c k e t  a t  t h e  Ti t u s v i l l e  H i g h  S c h o o l .
T h e  c a r  w a s  s t o p p e d  b y  a  Y- s h a p e d  p o s t
h o l d i n g  u p  t h e  r o c k e t ’s  n o s e  c o n e .

T h e  f u l l  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  d a m a g e  t o  t h e  r o c k e t
i s  n o t  y e t  k n o w n .

T h e  Ti t a n  1 ,  a  n o n - f l y i n g  d u m m y  r o c k e t ,  h a s
b e e n  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  s i n c e  1 9 7 1 .  A
g r o u p  c a l l e d  S a v e  t h e  R o c k e t  r a i s e d  m o n e y
f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t o  r e f u r b i s h  i t .

T h e  r o c k e t  i s  a c t u a l l y  o w n e d  b y  t h e
S m i t h s o n i a n  a n d  w a s  l o a n e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  t o
h o n o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h  t h e
n e a r b y  K e n n e d y  S p a c e  C e n t e r.

Senators  De fea t  Ant i -Camera  Cha l l enge
( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 )

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  i t  f i n a l l y  b e c a m e
o b v i o u s  t h a t  e v e r y  a n t i - c a m e r a  a m e n d m e n t
h a d  b e e n  s t r i p p e d  o u t  o f  e v e r y  m a j o r  b i l l ,
a n d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  l a n g u a g e  t h a t   a l l o w s
Texas c i t ies  to  use  red l ight  cameras  to  c ivi l ly
e n f o r c e  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  h a d  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d .

T h e  e n d  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  a d v o c a c y  e f f o r t  i s
t h a t   t h e  C i t y  o f  G a r l a n d  w i l l  a l m o s t
c e r t a i n l y  b e   j o i n e d  s o o n  b y  o t h e r  Te x a s
c i t i e s  w h o  h a v e  a l r e a d y  e x p r e s s e d  a n
i n t e r e s t  i n  u s i n g  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y,  b u t  w e r e
w o r r i e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w o u l d  b a n  i t .

“ I t  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  a  f e w  Te x a s
l e g i s l a t o r s  w h o  o b v i o u s l y  d o n ’ t  s e e  r e d
l i g h t  r u n n i n g  a s  a  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m ,  m a d e

s u c h  a  c o n c e r t e d  a t t e m p t  t o  b l o c k  c i t i e s
f r o m  t r y i n g  t o  p r e v e n t   t h e  s e n s e l e s s
c a r n a g e  o n  t h e i r  s t r e e t s , ”  s a i d  C a m p a i g n
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  L e s l i e  B l a k e y,   w h o  h a s
t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Te x a s  S e n a t e  o n  t h i s
i s s u e .  “ B u t  g o o d  j u d g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  w i l l  o f
t h e  p e o p l e  h a v e  p r e v a i l e d  a n d  c i t i e s
n e e d i n g  t o  a d d  t h i s  t o o l  t o  t h e i r
e n f o r c e m e n t  e f f o r t s  c a n  s a f e l y  d o  s o  w i t h
a d d i t i o n a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  f r o m  a  f e w  s t a t e
l e g i s l a t o r s . "

T h e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  i n  u s e  i n  G a r l a n d
p h o t o g r a p h  t h e  r e a r  o f  v i o l a t i n g  v e h i c l e s
a n d  d r i v e r s  a r e  n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  t h e
p h o t o g r a p h s .  O n c e  a  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  h a s
r e v i e w e d  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  a  c i v i l  c i t a t i o n
f o r  $ 7 5  i s  t h e n  m a i l e d  t o  t h e  v e h i c l e ' s
r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r  w i t h i n  1 4  d a y s .
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NOTABLE QUOTE

“Because  o f  cameras’  l i f e sav ing  potent ia l ,  arguments  aga ins t  the  idea  amount  to
irr i tat ing peripheral  noise .  They include complaints  that  a  car  owner could be  mai led a
t icket  when someone borrowed his  car  and was photographed running a  red l ight .
Response:  Next  t ime  the  owner  should  th ink  twice  about  handing  over  the  keys . . .
Opponents  a lso  complain  that  cameras  can be  abused and turned into  a  mere  money-
rais ing  tool  for  government .
Response:  That’s  for loca l  c i t i zens  -  not  the  Legis la ture  -  to  moni tor .”

-  excerpt  from a  Dal las  Morning  News  June  3rd  ed i tor ia l  pra is ing  the
defeat  o f  a  push  to  ban  red  l ight  cameras  in  the  Texas  s ta te  l eg i s la ture .

S e v e n  Vi rg i n i a  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  n o w  f a c i n g   a
f u t u r e  w i t h o u t  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  n o w  t h a t  t h e
1 9 9 5  l a w  t h a t  a u t h o r i z e d  a  1 0 - y e a r  p i l o t  r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m  i s  s e t  t o  e x p i r e .

E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  a  b r o a d  c o a l i t i o n  o f  t r a f f i c
safe ty,  l aw enforcement ,  muncipa l  government ,
insurance and medical  organizations were unable
t o  p r e v e n t  a  b l o c k  o f  r u r a l  l e g i s l a t o r s  o n  t h e
Vi rg i n i a  H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M i l i t i a ,  P o l i c e
and  Publ ic  Safe ty  f rom re jec t ing  a l l  n ine  House
and Senate  b i l l s  that  would have e i ther  extended
or eliminated the law’s sunset or allowed additional
Vi rg in i a  communi t i e s  t o  u se  r ed  l i gh t  cameras .

A d d i t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e  b y  S e n a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  s u n s e t  p r o v i s i o n  w a s  a d d e d  t o
the  Sena te  budge t  b i l l ,  bu t  the  Virg in ia  Speaker
o f  t h e  H o u s e  r u l e d  t h e  m e a s u r e  n o n - g e r m a n e
t o  t h e  b i l l  a n d  i t  w a s  n o t  g i v e n  a  H o u s e  v o t e .
G o v.  M a r k  Wa r n e r  l a t e r  d e c l i n e d  t o  i n t e r v e n e ,
w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  Vi rg i n i a ' s  c a m e r a s  w i l l  b e
t u r n e d  o f f  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  m o n t h .

The legislature’s actions went against the primary
recommendat ion  of  a  2004 s tudy by  the  Virg in ia
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l  w h i c h  u rg e d
the state legislature to extend the camera programs
“for at  least one year.” The study directly credited
t h e  c a m e r a s  w i t h  r e d u c i n g  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g
crashes  in  four  Nor thern  Virg in ia  communi t i es ,
found  they  reduced  red  l igh t  runn ing  v io la t ions
by 34 percent, and have widespread public support
f r o m  a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .

Virginians Upset  About Camera Law Sunset

T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  a c t i o n s  h a v e  l e d  t o  s t i n g i n g
rebukes  in  severa l  major  Virg in ia  newspapers ,
i n c l u d i n g  e d i t o r i a l s  i n  T h e  Vi rg i n i a n - P i l o t
a n d  t h e  N e w p o r t  N e w s  D a i l y  P re s s .

T h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a r e
a l s o  v o i c i n g  t h e i r  a n g e r  a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n .  A n
Alexandr i a  po l i ce  spokespe r son  r ecen t ly  t o ld
t h e  T h e  Wa s h i n g t o n  Ti m e s  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  w a s
planning on keeping their  camera infrastructure
i n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  h o p e s  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m  w o u l d
be restored in  the near  future  by the legis la ture .

T h e  F a i r f a x  C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  h a s
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  r e f u s i n g  t o  r e m o v e
the  r ed  l igh t  camera  l anguage  f rom the  coun ty
c o d e  a s  a  w a y  t o  s h o w  t h e i r  d i s p l e a s u r e .

Seven  Virg in ia  communi t i e s  w i l l  soon
have to end their red light camera programs,
since the  law that authorized them expires
on  July  1s t .

They  are:
Alexandria
Arlington County
Fairfax City
Fairfax County
Falls  Church
Vienna
Virginia  Beach
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Do  you  have  f r i ends ,  f am i l y  o r  co l l eagues  who  wou ld  be  i n t e res ted  i n  r ece i v i ng  ou r

news le t t e r?  Do  you  regu la r l y  f o rwa rd  t he  news le t t e r  on  t o  o the r s?  He lp  us  i nc rease

awareness  o f  t he  dange rs  o f  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  by  ask i ng  anyone  who  i s  i n t e res ted  t o  e -

ma i l  us  a t  i n f o@s top red l i gh t r unn ing . com  and  be  added  t o  ou r  ma i l i ng  l i s t .

Repr in t ed  w i th  pe rmi s s ion  f rom  the  For t  Wayne ,
I n d i a n a  J o u r n a l  G a z e t t e
By Dell  Ford
For The Journal Gazette

Ann  Swee t  doesn ’ t  r emember  any th ing  spec i a l
abou t  t ha t  l a t e  Oc tobe r  day  in  1997 .
She  i s  ce r t a in  i t  wasn’ t  r a in ing .  O the rwise ,  j u s t  “a
no rma l  Oc tobe r  day, ”  she  s ays .
But  a t  5 :15  p .m.  on  Oct .  27 ,  1997,  a  knock a t  her
f ron t  door  a l t e red  her  fami ly’s  l i fe  fo rever.
“Two  men  showed  up  on  my  doo r s t ep , ”  Swee t
says  s lowly,  ca lmly.  “The  Kosc iusko  Coun ty
she r i f f  and  t he  coun ty  co rone r.  They  t o ld  me  my
daugh te r ,  Shawnee ,  was  deceased .  I  t o ld  t hem to
go  away.  I  d idn ’t  be l i eve  them.”
I t  was  t rue .  Shawnee ,  21  and  ju s t  weeks  away
f rom he r  wedd ing  day,  was  dead  –  k i l l ed  by  a
d r ive r  who  ran  a  r ed  l igh t  a t  U .S .  30  and
Kosc iu sko  Coun ty  Road  150  Wes t  nea r  War saw.
Sea t ed  i n  t he  d in ing  room o f  he r  spac ious  ru ra l
Kosc iusko  Coun ty  home ,  Swee t ,  58  and  an  11-
yea r  employee  o f  Sp r in t ,  whe re  she  i s  i n  cha rge  o f
b u s i n e s s  s a l e s ,  r e c a l l s  t h a t  b e f o r e  h e r  d a u g h t e r ’s
dea th ,  “ I  was  go ing  a long ,  go ing  a long  –  t h ink ing
my l i f e  was  p re t ty  we l l  in  o rder.  Then ,  a  d r ive r
who  ca red  more  abou t  a  f ew  seconds  o f  h i s  t ime
than  Shawnee’s  sa fe ty  tu rned  my fami ly ’s  l i f e
u p s i d e  d o w n . ”
Tha t  d r ive r ,  a t  t he  whee l  o f  a  f l a tbed  t r ac to r-
t r a i l e r  r ig  hau l ing  two  John  Deere  t r ac to r s ,  r an  a
r ed  l i gh t  and  h i t  Shawnee ’s  Pon t i ac  Trans  Am as
she  was  c ross ing  U.S .  30 .  Her  f i ance ,  in  a  veh ic le
d i r ec t ly  i n  f ron t  o f  Shawnee ,  s aw the  acc iden t  i n
his  rearview mirror.
Four  mon ths  a f t e r  Shawnee ’s  dea th ,  Swee t ’s
husband ,  Ra lph  Swee t ,  d i ed .
Fo r  s i x  mon ths  a f t e r  t he  acc iden t ,  Swee t  s ays  she
“s lep t  in  a  cha i r  in  the  l iv ing  room.  I  kep t  th ink ing
I  n e e d e d  t o  b e  t h e r e  i n  c a s e  S h a w n e e  a n d  R a l p h
d r o v e  u p . ”
Then ,  in  December  1999 ,  a  casua l  s t ro l l  pas t  he r
TV se t  b rough t  ano the r  change  t o  Swee t ’s  l i f e .  On
the  s c reen  was  Dr.  Bryan  Po r t e r  “ speak ing  on  a

Mother driven to s low traff ic

Tom Brokaw spec ia l  abou t  red- l igh t  runn ing .  He
and  some  o f  h i s  s t uden t s  a t  O ld  Domin ion
U n i v e r s i t y  h a d  d o n e  a  t h r e e - y e a r  s t u d y  o n  d r i v e r s
who  run  r ed  l i gh t s . ”
Swee t  wro te  down “Bryan  Por te r”  and  “Old
Domin ion”  and  though t  no th ing  more  o f  i t  un t i l
t he  sp r ing  o f  2000 ,  when  the re  was  ano the r  f a t a l i t y
on  U .S .  30  nea r  Warsaw caused  by  a  d r ive r  runn ing
a  r ed  l i gh t .  She  found  the  l i t t l e  p i ece  o f  pape r,
ca l l ed  Old  Domin ion  and  a sked  how to  ge t  i n  t ouch
wi th  Bryan  Por te r.
The  TV p rogram and  ensu ing  con tac t  w i th  Por t e r
s e t  S w e e t  o n  a  m i s s i o n  s h e  d o g g e d l y  p u r s u e s  t o
th i s  day.  He r  goa l :  To  w in  s t a t e  app rova l  f o r  pho to
enfo rcement  a t  t r a f f i c  s igna l s  to  iden t i fy  r ed - l igh t
r u n n e r s .
F rom the  Brokaw spec ia l  and  in fo rmat ion  sen t  to
her  by  Por te r,  Swee t  rea l i zed  red- l igh t  runn ing
wasn’ t  s t r i c t ly  a  U .S .  30  p rob lem “ i t  was  a  na t iona l
epidemic.”

( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  5 )

Ann Sweet
Dean  Musse r  J r. /The  Journa l  Gaze t t e



w i t h  h a y  b a l e s  t o  t h e  b a r n . ”
A soprano /a l to  in  the  Evange l i ca l  Un i t ed  Bre th ren
church ,  she  p layed  a l to  c l a r ine t  in  the  S i lve r  Lake
High  Schoo l  conce r t  and  march ing  bands ,  s ang  i n
t h e  s c h o o l  c h o i r  a n d  w a s  a s s i s t a n t  e d i t o r  o f  t h e
yea rbook ,  t he  Ramble r.  When  she  g radua t ed  in
1965 ,  she  was  a  member  o f  the  Nat iona l  Honor
Soc i e ty  and  c l a s s  va l ed i c to r i an .
Her  f i r s t  j ob  ou t  o f  h igh  s choo l  was  o f f i ce
as s i s t an t  a t  Oppenhe im Depa r tmen t  S to re  i n  Nor th
Manches t e r.  She  was  wi th  Oppenhe im four  yea r s .
In  1966  she  marr ied  Dave  Ul rey.  The  couple
adop ted  two  boys ,  Adam,  now 35 ,  and  Jus t i n ,  29 .
Shawnee  was  born  Sep t .  4 ,  1976 .
I t  t o o k  A n n  o n l y  t w o  y e a r s  a n d  n i n e  m o n t h s  t o
rece ive  a  degree  f rom Manches te r  Col lege  in  1971 .
Wi th  a  doub le  ma jo r  i n  h i s t o ry / soc io logy,  she
“ w a n t e d  t o  d o  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  o n  n a t i v e
Amer ican  Ind ians .”
A n n  g a v e  u p  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  i n
o rde r  f o r  he r  husband  t o  t ake  g r adua t e  work  a t
Ohio  Nor thern  Univers i ty.  Whi le  l iv ing  in  Ohio ,
she  was  a  fu l l - t ime  e l emen ta ry  subs t i t u t e  t eache r
i n  A t h e n s  a n d  t h e  c o u n t y  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .
When  the  coup le  r e tu rned  t o  Ind i ana  i n  1972 ,  Ann
took  a  sec re ta r i a l  j ob  in  Warsaw,  f i t t i ng  he r  work
s c h e d u l e  a r o u n d  h e r  n e e d s  t o  b e  a  m o t h e r.
In  ensu ing  yea r s ,  Ann  d ivo rced  and  mar r i ed  Ra lph
Swee t .  Her  l i f e  was  “go ing  a long ,  go ing  a long  . . . ”
and  then ,  Shawnee  was  k i l l ed  by  a  r ed - l igh t  runner.
There  was  a  c iv i l  su i t  bu t  no  c r imina l  cha rges
b e c a u s e ,  A n n  S w e e t  s a y s ,  “ i t  c o u l d n ’ t  b e  p r o v e d
( the  d r ive r )  in tended  to  k i l l  Shawnee .”
S w e e t  f i n d s  i t  h a r d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  a n y o n e
would  no t  champion  the  pho to -en fo rcemen t  b i l l
“when  the  on ly  peop le  t a rge t ed  a r e  l awbreake r s
break ing  the  l aw.”
O n  t h e  s e v e n t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  h e r  d a u g h t e r ’s
d e a t h ,  S w e e t  d e c i d e d  s h e  w o u l d  n o t  l e t  p h o t o
enforcement  p lay  such  major  ro le  in  he r  l i f e .  Bu t  a
f r i end  f rom Or lando ,  F la . ,  ca l l ed  to  t e l l  he r  about  a
mothe r  wa lk ing  ac ross  a  s t r ee t  w i th  he r  2 -  and  5 -
year -o ld  ch i ld ren .
A 22-year-o ld  d r ive r,  t a lk ing  on  a  ce l l  phone ,  r an  a
red  l igh t  and  k i l l ed  bo th  l i t t l e  g i r l s .  “So ,”  Swee t
s a y s  w i t h  a  s i g h ,  “ I  g o t  r e i n v o l v e d  r i g h t  a w a y. ”
Swee t  ca l l s  he r se l f  a  “compass iona te ,  ca r ing
ind iv idua l .  I  r ea l ly  do  ca re  . . .  tha t  o ther  fami l i es
s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  s a m e  m i s e r y  m y
fami ly  and  I  d id  . . .  and  con t inue  t o  go  t h rough . ”
Now,  t he  mo the r  who  took  such  p l ea su re  i n  p l ac ing
f re sh -cu t  f l owers  i n  he r  daugh te r ’s  bed room when
she  was  a l i ve ,  now v i s i t s  he r  g r aves i t e  a t  Oakwood
Cemetery  in  Warsaw.
“Do  you  know wha t  I  do  on  ho l i days  . . .
Thanksg iv ing ,  Chr i s tmas ,  Eas te r  . . .  when  o the r
peop le  a r e  open ing  p re sen t s?  I ’m  a t  Oakwood
Cemete ry,”  Swee t  says .
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( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  4 )
She  a l so  l ea rned  98 .8  pe rcen t  o f  peop le  be l i eve
red - l igh t  runn ing  i s  dange rous ;  55 .8  pe rcen t
admi t t ed  do ing  i t  anyway ;  on ly  6  pe rcen t  su f f e r ed
l e g a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s ;  a n d  “ I  w a s  i n  a  h u r r y ”  i s  t h e
r ea son  mos t  o f t en  g iven  fo r  r unn ing  a  r ed  l i gh t .
Swee t ’s  de te rmina t ion  to  make  a  d i ffe rence  f i r s t
p u t  h e r  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  Wa r s a w  Tr a f f i c
Commiss ion .  The  r e sponse  was :  “Pho to
enfo rcemen t  i s  a  wonder fu l  i dea .  Wha t  can  we
d o ? ”  K o s c i u s k o  C o u n t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  h a d  t h e
same  reac t ion .  Swee t  ca l l ed  Por t e r  and  he  to ld  he r,
“ Yo u ’ v e  j u s t  b e g u n . ”  H e  s u g g e s t e d  s h e  g o  t o  t h e
Ind iana  l eg i s l a tu re .
Be fo re  t ak ing  t he  b ig  l e ap ,  howeve r,  she  con t ac t ed
then-Sen .  Kent  Adams ,  R-Bremen,  who  “saw va lue
( in  pho to  en fo rcemen t ) .  He  a sked  fo r  A t to rney
Genera l  Steve  Car te r ’s  op in ion  on  whe the r  the  l aw
n e e d e d  t o  b e  c h a n g e d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  p h o t o
en fo rcemen t . ”  The  answer  was  “yes . ”
S ince  2001 ,  Swee t  has  worked  ha rd  fo r  pho to
en fo rcemen t  l eg i s l a t i on .  I t  go t  s t a t e  Sena t e
approva l  in  2001 ,  2002  and  2003  bu t  d id  no t  ge t  a
hea r ing  in  t he  House ;  i n  2004  the  e f fo r t  was  t aken
t o  t h e  H o u s e  f i r s t  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  a  h e a r i n g .
T h i s  y e a r,  t h e  S e n a t e  g a v e  a p p r o v a l ;  t h e r e  w a s  a
h e a r i n g  i n  t h e  H o u s e  R o a d s  a n d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
Commi t t ee  ( i t  pas sed  on  an  8 -1  vo te )  bu t  i n  the  fu l l
H o u s e  a  v o t e  o n  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  f a i l e d .
A  member  o f  the  adv i so ry  boa rd  o f  the  Na t iona l
Campa ign  to  S top  Red  L igh t  Runn ing  and  i t s
n a t i o n a l  s u r v i v o r  s p o k e s p e r s o n ,  S w e e t ’s  e f f o r t s
have  been  f a r - f lung .
She  t e l l s  t he  s t o ry  o f  wha t  happened  t o  he r  f ami ly
“ t o  a n y o n e  w h o  w i l l  l i s t e n  –  t o  g e t  t h e  w o r d  o u t  t o
e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a r e  s o  v e r y
d a n g e r o u s . ”
People  l i s t ened .  In  Sacramento ,  Ca l i f . ,  and  San
Diego .  In  St .  Louis  and  Chicago .  In  Albany,  N.Y. ;
Or lando ,  F la . ;  and  Phoenix .
Swee t ,  who  use s  vaca t ion  t ime  to  t r ave l  on  beha l f
o f  t r a f f i c  s a fe ty,  c l a ims  no t  t o  be  a  pub l i c  speake r.
Nor  does  she  cons ide r  he r se l f  an  ex t rove r t .
“ I ’m in  sa les  (wi th  Spr in t ) .  You’d  th ink  I ’d  be  an
ex t rover t .  I ’m no t .  I  have  to  push  myse l f  to  make
small  talk.”
Paus ing  a  momen t  t o  dec ide  wha t  i t  i s  t ha t  d r i ve s
h e r,  s h e  s a y s ,  “ I ’ m  o b j e c t i v e l y  f o c u s e d ,  I  g u e s s
y o u ’ d  s a y.  I t ’s  t h e  s a m e  f o c u s  I  u s e  i n  s a f e t y. ”
So  exac t ly  who  i s  t h i s  gen t l e  woman  wi th  so f t  g ray
eyes  and  a  wi l l  o f  i ron?  Th i s  woman  whose  f ive -
y e a r  p u s h  f o r  r e d - l i g h t  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  h a s
f a l l e n  s h o r t  b u t  v o w s  t o  f i g h t  o n ?
Ann  Swee t ,  t he  younges t  o f  e i gh t  ch i l d r en ,  g r ew
up  on  a  f a rm nea r  S i lve r  Lake ,  a  Kosc iusko  Coun ty
town wi th  one  t r a f f i c  s igna l .
“There  wasn’ t  much  f r ee  t ime ,”  she  says ,  r eca l l ing
s h e  “ h e l p e d  r a i s e  t h e  c r o p s  . . .  d r o v e  t h e  t r a c t o r
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RED L IGHT RUNNING SAFETY CAMERAS
A l a b a m a :H B  1 5  ( G r i m e s )  w o u l d  a l l o w  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  f o r  m i s d e m e a n o r  t r a f f i c  o f f e n s e s .
I t  w a s  r e a d  f o r  a  s e c o n d  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  o n  3 / 3 / 0 5 ,  b u t  w a s  d e n i e d  a  v o t e  a n d  w a s
k i l l e d  a f t e r  t h e  4 / 3 / 0 5  c r o s s o v e r  d e a d l i n e .

S B  2 0 0  ( P o o l e )  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  H o u s e  b i l l .  I t  w a s  a w a i t i n g  a  T h i r d  R e a d i n g  i n  t h e  S e n a t e
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  b u t   w a s  n o t  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  4 / 3 / 0 5  c r o s s o v e r  d e a d l i n e .

Arizona:  H B  2 11 9  ( B i g g s )  w o u l d  w a i v e  p o i n t s  i f  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  f i n e s  p a i d  w i t h i n  3 0  d a y s
o f  v i o l a t i o n . D i e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

H B  2 2 6 0  ( G r a y )  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  d r i v e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  b y  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  s y s t e m s .  Aw a i t i n g
F i r s t  R e a d i n g  i n  t h e  H o u s e .  D i e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

S B  1 3 2 6  ( Ve r s c h o o r )  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a l l  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  t o  h a v e  f l a t  f e e
c o n t r a c t s .  H e l d  i n  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  2 / 1 5 / 0 5 .  D i e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e
s e s s i o n .

S B  1 3 2 8  ( Ve r s c h o o r )  w o u l d  w a i v e  p o i n t s  i f  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  f i n e s  p a i d  w i t h i n  3 0  d a y s  o f
v i o l a t i o n .  D i e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

C o n n e c t i c u t :  H B  5 7 4 4  ( J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  s p e e d  a n d  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s
i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  T h e  b i l l  w a s  a p p r o v e d  b y  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  H o u s e  c o m m i t t e e s ,  b u t
w a s  n o t  g i v e n  a  v o t e  b y  t h e  J u n e  8 t h  e n d  o f  s e s s i o n  d e a d l i n e .

F l o r i d a :  H  1 4 3 9  ( R e a g a n )  w o u l d  a l l o w  c o u n t i e s  o r  c i t i e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  I t
w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h e r e  i t  d i e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  2 0 0 5
l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

SB  2252  (Wise )  Sena t e  compan ion  b i l l  t o  House  b i l l .  Re fe r r ed  t o  Sena t e  Transpo r t a t i on
C o m m i t t e e ,  w h e r e  i t  d i e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  2 0 0 5  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

I l l i n o i s :  H B  3 4 6 3  ( C u l l e r t o n )  w o u l d  e x p a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  t o  I l l i n o i s  c i t i e s
o t h e r  t h a n  C h i c a g o .  P a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  b y  a  v o t e  o f  8 4 - 3 2  o n  A p r i l  1 3 .  R e f e r r e d  t o  S e n a t e
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .

Ind iana:  S B  5 7 0  ( M i s h l e r )  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  1 0  p i l o t  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m  c i t i e s  p a s s e d
the  fu l l  Sena t e  by  a  vo t e  o f  31 -17 ,  and  was  app roved  by  t he  House  Transpo r t a t i on  and
R o a d w a y s  C o m m i t t e e ,  b u t  w a s  d e f e a t e d  b y  a  f l o o r  v o t e  i n  t h e  I n d i a n a  H o u s e .

N e v a d a :  S B  4 7 3   w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n s  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y.  A p p r o v e d
b y  t h e  f u l l  S e n a t e  o n  4 / 2 6 / 0 5  b y  a  v o t e  o f  1 6 - 4 ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  b u t
w a s  n o t  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  5 / 2 0 / 0 5  d e a d l i n e  f o r  H o u s e  l e g i s l a t i o n .

N e w  Yo r k :  S  1 3 9  ( Tr u n z o )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  S u ff o l k  C o u n t y  o r  a n y  m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h i n  S u ff o l k
C o u n t y   t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  p r o g r a m  i m p o s i n g  o w n e r  l i a b i l i t y  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e .
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O r e g o n :  S B  1 5 3  ( M e t s l e r )  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  c i t i e s  f r o m  r e q u i r i n g  v e h i c l e  o w n e r s  s u s p e c t e d  o f
r u n n i n g  a  r e d  l i g h t  f r o m  h a v i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y  p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  d r i v i n g  t h e i r  v e h i c l e s . A  r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a  s u n s e t  c l a u s e  h a s  b e e n  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  b i l l .  A p p r o v e d  a s  a m e n d e d  b y  t h e
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  o n  3 / 2 8 / 0 5 .  S e n t  t o  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e .

R h o d e  I s l a n d :  S B  9 0 9  ( G o o d w i n )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  s t a t e w i d e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .
R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e .  I n i t i a l  h e a r i n g  h e l d  3 / 1 2 / 0 5 ,  s u b s e q u e n t
h e a r i n g  h e l d  6 / 1 6 / 0 5 .

H B  6 3 1 5  ( M c C a u l e y )  H o u s e  v e r s i o n  o f  S e n a t e  b i l l .  R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e
C o m m i t t e e .  I n i t i a l  h e a r i n g  h e l d  3 / 1 3 / 0 5 .

S o u t h  C a r o l i n a :  S B  0 0 4 0 ( R i c h a r d s o n )  w o u l d  a l l o w  c i t i e s  w i t h  p o p u l a t i o n s  o v e r  2 0 , 0 0 0  t o
e s t a b l i s h  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  s y s t e m s .  A p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  b u t
d i e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

Te x a s :  H B  2 5 9  ( E l k i n s )  w o u l d  r e p e a l  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  a l l o w s  c i v i l  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  r e d  l i g h t
r u n n i n g  v i o l a t i o n s .  A p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e ,  i t  w a s  l a t e r  a p p r o v e d  b y  a  v o t e  o f  4 - 2  i n  t h e
S e n a t e  I n t e rg o v e r n m e n t a l  Aff i a r s  C o m m i t t e e ,  b u t  w a s  b l o c k e d  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  e n o u g h  v o t e s
t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  o n  5 / 1 2 / 0 5 .

H B  6 6 5  ( I s e t t )  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  a l l  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s .  I t  w a s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e
H o u s e  U r b a n  Aff a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  f u l l  H o u s e ,  b u t  w a s  n o t  a s s i g n e d  t o  a  S e n a t e
c o m m i t t e e  a n d  d i e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n

U t a h :  A H o u s e  b i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  a l l o w e d  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  w a s  s t r u c k  d o w n  b y  t h e
H o u s e  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  A n d  C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  C o m m i t t e e  b y  a  v o t e  o f  3 - 6 .

Wa s h i n g t o n :  S B  5 0 6 0  ( H a u g e n )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  l o c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  t o  u s e  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a s . P a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  o n  3 / 1 5 / 0 5  b y  a  v o t e  o f  3 0  t o  1 9 .  R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  H o u s e ,  p a s s e d
o n  t h i r d  r e a d i n g  b y  a  v o t e  o f  6 1 - 3 3  o n  4 / 1 5 / 0 5 .  S i g n e d  i n t o  l a w  o n  4 / 2 1 / 0 5 .

SPEEDING SAFETY CAMERAS
A r i z o n a :  S B  11 6 4  ( Ve r s c h o o r )  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  p h o t o  r a d a r  o n  f r e e w a y s .   P a s s e d  b y  t h e
S e n a t e  a n d  n a r r o w l y  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e .  A n  a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  h a v e  e x e m p t e d  t h e  C i t y
o f  S c o t t s d a l e .  D e f e a t e d  o n  a  f i n a l  H o u s e  v o t e  o n  4 / 3 / 0 5 .

C a l i f o r n i a :  S B  4 6 6  ( K u e h l )  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  u s e  o f  p h o t o  r a d a r  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s .
A m e n d e d  t o  o n l y  a l l o w  e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  s c h o o l  z o n e s  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  w i t h  p o s t e d  s p e e d
l i m i t s  u n d e r  3 0  m p h .  R e f e r r e d  b a c k  t o  S e n a t e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  H o u s i n g  C o m m i t t e e .

G e o r g i a :  H  2 9 4   ( M i l l e r )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  u s e  o f  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  i n  s c h o o l  z o n e s  f r o m
o n e  h o u r  b e f o r e  a n d  u n t i l  o n e  h o u r  a f t e r  n o r m a l  s c h o o l  o p e r a t i o n s .  $ 1 0 0  c i v i l  f i n e  w o u l d  b e
i m p o s e d .  I t  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e ,  b u t  d i e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

M a r y l a n d :  H . B .  4 4 3  ( B r o n r o t t )  w o u l d  p e r m i t  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  s p e e d  m o n i t o r i n g  s y s t e m s  o n
s p e c i f i e d  r o a d s  i n  M o n t g o m e r y  C o u n t y.  A p p ro v e d  b y  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u re ,  v e t o e d  b y  G o v.
R o b e r t  E h r l i c h  o n  5 / 2 0 / 0 5 .

Ore g o n :  H B  2 3 6 4  ( To m e i )  w o u l d  e x p a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  p h o t o  r a d a r  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  t h e  c i t i e s  o f
L a k e  O s w e g o ,  M i l w a u k i e  a n d  R o s e b u rg .  C u r r e n t l y  i n  H o u s e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .
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