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R E D  L I G H T  R U N N I N G

A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D

( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2 )

T h i s  i s s u e  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o h i b i t i o n  b i l l  i n
t h e  O h i o  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  d i s t u r b i n g  n e w  V i r g i n i a  s t a t i s t i c s ,
A A A ' s  c a l l  t o  r e i n s t a t e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  i n  V i r g i n i a  a n d  v e r y
e n c o u r a g i n g  n e w  p o l l  r e s u l t s  f r o m  M i s s o u r i .

Campaign Takes On Ohio
Anti -Camera Legislat ion
The  Na t iona l  Campa ign  t o  S top  Red  L igh t  Runn ing  ha s  been
working closely with Ohio cities, law enforcement, the insurance
i n d u s t r y  a n d  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  s u r v i v o r  a d v o c a t e s  t o  s t o p
l e g i s l a t i o n   t h a t  w o u l d  e f f e c t i v e l y  s t o p  t h e  g r o w i n g  n u m b e r
o f  c i t i e s  u s i n g  a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .

Leg i s l a t ion  au tho red  by  Rep .  J ames  Raussen  (R-Spr ingda le )
would require a law enforcement off icer  to be present  wherever
a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  e q u i p m e n t  i s  u s e d ,  a n d  t h e n  c h a s e
d o w n  a n d  i s s u e  t h e  c i t a t i o n s  t o  v i o l a t o r s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n
closely mirrors an automated enforcement "model law" compiled
b y  a  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  o p p o s e s  t h e  u s e  o f
r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .

T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  w o u l d  e f f e c t i v e l y  p r o h i b i t  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e
t e c h n o l o g y  a s  a  t o o l  f o r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  a s  i t  e l i m i n a t e s
the "force multiplier" advantage in  using automated enforcement
a n d  w o u l d  k e e p  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  i n  h a r m ' s  w a y
w h i l e  e n f o r c i n g  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  a n d  s p e e d i n g  v i o l a t i o n s .

T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r
a n d  i s  n o w  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n
H i g h w a y s  a n d  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n .

Since the legis la t ion was introduced,  Cleveland and Columbus
h a v e  a p p r o v e d  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s  a n d  h a v e  j o i n e d
f o r c e s  t o  f i g h t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  c i t i e s  l i k e  D a y t o n
and  To ledo  tha t  have  ac t ive  camera  p rograms .  The  Campa ign
has  he lped  to  coord ina t e  t he  ac t iv i t i e s  o f  t he  b road  coa l i t i on
a t  s e v e r a l  h e a r i n g s  h e l d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  w e e k s .

On Oct .  25th,  Campaign Communicat ions  Director  Jeff  Agnew
t e s t i f i e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  b i l l  a n d  r e l e a s e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  p o l l
conduc ted  by  Zogby  In t e rna t iona l ,  wh ich  showed  a  ma jo r i t y
of  Ohioans  opposed  any  a t tempt  by  the  leg i s la ture  to  p roh ib i t
t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s . ( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2 )
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( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 )

Ohio  House  Bi l l  56
Sponsor:  Rep.  J im
Raussen

What it  would do:
Prohibit  any Ohio

community from using automated red light
or speed l imit  enforcement technology
unless a police officer is physically
present  and the ci tat ion is  given at  the t ime
of the infraction.

Current status:  The legislat ion was
approved by the  House ,  and has  been
referred to  the  Senate  Commit tee  on
Highways and Transportat ion.

An ini t ial  Senate hearing was held on Oct.
4th.  Addit ional  hearings were held on Oct .
25th  and Nov.  2nd.  At  leas t  one addi t ional
public hearing may be held on the
legislation in coming weeks.

Bill Info

NOTABLE QUOTE

"I  wish I  could take al l  those people who run red l ights ,  br ing them up to  the special  care
unit  and si t  them there with the families who are wait ing to hear about their  loved ones;
whether  they are going to die  or  be in a  wheelchair  for  l i fe .  In a  bl ink of  an eye,  you can
just  ruin people’s  l ives.  I t ’s  just  r idiculous at  this  point .  You stop for  a  red l ight .”

- - q u o t e  f r o m  a n  u n n a m e d  v o l u n t e e r  a t  t h e  M a i n e  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  f r o m
a n  O c t .  3 1 s t  a r t i c l e  o n  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  i n  t h e  P o r t l a n d  P re s s  H e r a l d

A g n e w  t o l d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  t h e  p o l l  f o u n d
s u p p o r t  f o r  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  s t r o n g e s t
a m o n g :  p e o p l e  a g e s  7 0  a n d  o l d e r  ( 7 3
p e r c e n t ) ,  w o m e n  ( 5 7  p e r c e n t ) ,  r e s i d e n t s  o f
s u b u r b s  ( 6 0  p e r c e n t )  a n d  r u r a l  a r e a s  ( 5 7
p e r c e n t ) ,  R e p u b l i c a n s  ( 5 8  p e r c e n t )  a n d
P r o t e s t a n t s  ( 6 1  p e r c e n t ) .

T h e  s t r o n g e s t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a s  f o r  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  c a m e
f r o m :   L i b e r t a r i a n s  ( 6 1  p e r c e n t ) ,  p e o p l e  w i t h
i n c o m e s  u n d e r  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r  ( 6 2
p e r c e n t ) ,  y o u n g e r  d r i v e r s  f r o m  a g e s  1 8  t o  2 9
( 5 7  p e r c e n t ) ,  r e s i d e n t s  o f  l a r g e  c i t i e s  ( 4 9
p e r c e n t )  a n d  s i n g l e  p e o p l e  ( 4 7  p e r c e n t ) .

I r o n i c a l l y,  l o w e r  i n c o m e  o r  u n e m p l o y e d
d r i v e r s  a n d  y o u n g e r  d r i v e r s  ( o r  t w o  o f  t h e
f i v e  l a r g e s t  o p p o s i t i o n  g r o u p s  i d e n t i f i e d  b y
t h e  O h i o  p o l l )  a r e  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f
d r i v e r s  w h o  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  r u n  r e d  l i g h t s
a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  1 9 9 9  s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  b y  a
t e a m  o f  r e s e a r c h e r s  l e d  b y  D r.  B r y a n  P o r t e r,
a  p r o f e s s o r  a t  O l d  D o m i n i o n  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d
a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C a m p a i g n ’s  v o l u n t a r y
A d v i s o r y  B o a r d .

A g n e w  a l s o  t o l d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  t h e  t w o
l a r g e s t  O h i o  c i t i e s  w i t h  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s
h a v e  s e e n  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e c r e a s e s  i n
i n t e r s e c t i o n  c r a s h e s  a n d  v i o l a t i o n s .

D a y t o n ,  w h i c h  b e g a n  i t s  p r o j e c t  i n  F e b r u a r y
o f  2 0 0 3 ,  h a s  f o u n d  t h a t  c r a s h e s  h a v e  b e e n
r e d u c e d  b y  4 2  p e r c e n t  a t  e i g h t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s
m o n i t o r e d  b y  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .

To l e d o  h a s  s e e n  t r a f f i c  c r a s h e s  a t
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  w i t h  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  d r o p  3 6

p e r c e n t  s i n c e  t h e y  w e r e  i n s t a l l e d .

T h e  h e a r i n g s  a l s o  s a w  t e s t i m o n y  f r o m  r e d
l igh t  runn ing  su rv ivor  advoca tes  Pau l  and  Sue
Oberhause r  (See  Oc tobe r  2005  Sa fe t y  Focus ) ,
A n n e  M c C a r t t  w i t h  t h e  I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e
for  Highway Safety,  numerous law enforcement
o f f i c a l s ,  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  a  C o l u m b u s
bicycling advocacy group and several  advocates
f o r  v i s u a l l y - i m p a i r e d  p e d e s t r i a n s .

Ed i t o r i a l s  suppo r t i ng  t he  u se  o f  r ed  l i gh t
c a m e r a s  h a v e  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  To l e d o
B l a d e ,  t h e  D a y t o n  D a i l y  N e w s ,  t h e
C o l u m b u s  D i s p a t c h  and  t he  C l e v e l a n d
P la in  Dea le r.
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Red Light Running Spikes After Law Sunsets

AAA Says  Virg in ia  Erred  On Cameras
A  p r o m i n e n t  m o t o r i s t  a d v o c a c y  o r g a n i z a t i o n
i s  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  r e i n s t a t e m e n t  o f  Vi rg i n i a ' s
r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m .  L o n  A n d e r s o n ,
s p o k e s p e r s o n  f o r  A A A M i d - A t l a n t i c ,  t o l d
a t t e n d e e s  a t  t h e  Vi rg i n i a  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n
C o n f e r e n c e  i n  R o a n o k e  t h a t ,  " t u r n i n g  o f f  t h e
c a m e r a s  w a s  a  h u g e  m i s t a k e "  d u r i n g  a  s p e e c h
o n  O c t o b e r  2 7 t h .

A n d e r s o n  c i t e d  s t a t i s t i c s  r e l e a s e d  b y  t h e  C i t y
o f  Vi rg i n i a  B e a c h  ( c i t e d  a b o v e )  t h a t
d e m o n s t r a t e  a  s e r i o u s  s p i k e  i n  r e d  l i g h t
r u n n i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  w h e r e  r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a s  h a d  b e e n  d e p l o y e d .

A n d e r s o n  a l s o  b r o u g h t  u p  t h e  c o m m e n t s  o f
Vi rg i n i a  H o u s e  S p e a k e r  H o w e l l  a t  a  J u n e
m e e t i n g  w h e r e  h e  s a i d  t h e  c a m e r a s  w e r e
t u r n e d  o f f  f o r  p o l i t i c a l ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  p o l i c y
r e a s o n s  ( s e e  J u l y  2 0 0 5  S a f e t y  F o c u s )  a n d

q u o t e d  C a m p a i g n  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  L e s l i e
B l a k e y  w h o  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  H o u s e  c o m m i t t e e
t h a t  k i l l e d  t h e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  b i l l s  i s
c o m p o s e d  h e a v i l y  o f  r u r a l  l e g i s l a t o r s  w h o  d o
n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  d r i v e r s  i n  t h e
m o r e  u r b a n  a r e a s  o f  Vi rg i n i a  f a c e  i n  t e r m s  o f
r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  and  agg re s s ive  d r iv ing .

A n d e r s o n  s a i d  Vi rg i n i a ' s  " P h o t o  R e d "
s y s t e m s  h a v e  p a s s e d  a l l  t e s t s  i n  t h e  c r i t i c a l
a r e a s  o f  p r i v a c y,  e q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n ,  a n d  d u e
p r o c e s s ,  a n d  t h e  s y s t e m s  e n j o y  s t r o n g  p u b l i c
s u p p o r t .

“ P h o t o  R e d  t e c h n o l o g y  r e p r e s e n t s  a  c o m m o n
s e n s e  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t r a f f i c
l a w s ,  w h i c h  a r e  i n h e r e n t l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  k e e p
o u r  r o a d w a y s  s a f e , "  A n d e r s o n  s a i d .  " To
a b a n d o n  a  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  i n c r e a s e d  s a f e t y  i n
Vi rg i n i a  w a s  u n w i s e  a n d  u n s a f e . "

The  C i ty  o f  Vi rg in i a
B e a c h   h a s  c o n t i n u e d
to  moni to r  r ed  l igh t
running  v io la t ions
s i n c e  t h e  l a w  t h a t
a l l o w e d   s o m e  c i t i e s  i n
t h e  s t a t e  t o  u s e  r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a s  w a s
a l l o w e d  t o  s u n s e t  i n
Ju ly.

A n  a n a l y s i s  b y  t h e  c i t y
has  found  an  ove ra l l
red  l igh t  runn ing
v io la t ion  sp ike  o f  62 .7
p e r c e n t  a t  t h e  f o u r
in t e r s ec t i ons  wh ich
ut i l i zed  red  l igh t
c a m e r a s .

T h e  d i s t u r b i n g  r e s u l t s
r e i n f o r c e  t h e  d e t e r r e n t
va lue  o f  au toma ted
e n f o r c e m e n t  w h i c h
w a s  i g n o r e d  b y  t h e
s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r,  a l o n g  w i t h
o the r  bene f i t s  o f  t he  t e chno logy.

Vi rg i n i a  B e a c h  o f f i c i a l s  a l s o  n o t e d  a  s h a r p
d r o p  a f t e r  t h e  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n  i n  2 0 0 5  a s  w o r d
o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  b e c a m e  w i d e s p r e a d ,  b u t
v i o l a t i o n s  s t a r t e d  t o  c r e e p  u p  a s  n e w s  a b o u t

t he  r ed  l i gh t  c amera  f i gh t  i n  t he  l eg i s l a t u r e
ca s t  doub t  on  t he  fu tu r e  o f  t he  p rog ram.

C i ty  o f f i c i a l s  s a id  t hey  i n t end  t o  w ide ly
d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  l e g i s l a t o r s  a s
t h e y  s e e k  t o  r e i n s t a t e  t h e  c a m e r a  l a w  i n  t h e
upcoming  2006  l eg i s l a t i ve  s e s s ion .
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Cit ies  Approve  Cameras  On The Same Day

DC Named Strict Enforcement Area By AAA

N o v e m b e r  8 t h  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a
m o m e n t o u s  d a y  f o r  t r a f f i c
s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  f o r  c i t i e s  i n
Te n n e s s e e  a n d  Te x a s .

C i t y  c o u n c i l s  i n  E l  P a s o ,  T X
a n d  K n o x v i l l e ,  T N  a p p r o v e d
n e w  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a
s y s t e m s  o n  t h e  s a m e  d a y.

E l  P a s o  c o u n c i l  m e m b e r s
v o t e d  t o  p l a c e  c a m e r a s  a t  u p
t o  1 0  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  c i t y
w i t h  p a s t  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g
c r a s h  p r o b l e m s .

C i v i l  c i t a t i o n s  w o u l d  b e  s e n t
o u t  v i a  m a i l . T h e  p e n a l t y  f o r
t h e  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d
v io l a t ions  fo r  r ed  l i gh t
v io l a to r s  w i l l  be  a  $75  c iv i l
f i n e . T h e  p e n a l t y  j u m p s  t o

$ 1 5 0  d o l l a r s  f o r  t h e  t h i r d
viola t ion .

Meanwhi l e ,  Knoxv i l l e  c i t y
o f f i c a l s  v o t e d  6 - 3  t o  i n s t a l l
c a m e r a s  a t  a n  u n d e t e r m i n e d
n u m b e r  o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .  I m a g e s
o f  v i o l a t o r s  w i l l  b e  r e v i e w e d  b y
K n o x v i l l e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t
o f f i c e r s  w h o  w i l l  m a k e  a
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a s  t o  w h e t h e r
c i t a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  i s s u e d .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  s t o r y  i n  t h e
K n o x v i l l e  N e w s  S e n t i n e l ,  D e b
M a u p i n ,  a  f o r m e r  e m e r g e n c y
r o o m  n u r s e ,  a s k e d  t h e  c o u n c i l  t o
p a s s  t h e  m e a s u r e  a f t e r
d e s c r i b i n g  i n j u r i e s  s u f f e r e d  b y
h e r  d a u g h t e r  i n  2 0 0 2  w h e n  t h e
t e e n  w a s  s t r u c k  b y  a  d r i v e r  w h o
r a n  a  r e d  l i g h t .

El  Paso ,  TX
Popula t ion :  5 6 3 , 6 6 2
A r e a :  2 5 0  s q u a r e  m i l e s
Univers i ty :  U n i v.  o f
Texas  a t  E l  Pa so
City  N ickname:  Sta r  o f
t he  Sou thwes t
Triv ia :  S e c o n d  l a rg e s t
U .S .  c i t y  on  t he  bo rde r
wi th  Mex ico

Knoxv i l l e ,  TN
Popula t ion :  1 7 3 , 8 9 0
A r e a :  9 8  s q u a r e  m i l e s
U n i v e r s i t y :  U n i v.  o f
Te n n e s s e e  a t  K n o x v i l l e
City  N ickname:  T h e
M a r b l e  C i t y  f r o m  1 9 0 0 s
marb le  d i s t r ibu t ion .
Triv ia : B i r t h p l a c e  o f
s i n g e r  K e n n y  C h e s n e y

A A A  M i d - A t l a n t i c  r e c e n t l y
pe i t i t i oned  t he  AAA
N a t i o n a l  o f f i c e  t o  d e s i g n a t e
Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D C  a s  a  " s t r i c t
e n f o r c e m e n t  z o n e "  t o  r e f l e c t
t he  impac t  o f  t he  c i t y ' s
ex t ens ive  ne twork  o f  r ed
l igh t  and  speed  l imi t
e n f o r c e m e n t  c a m e r a s .

Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D C  M a y o r
Anthony  Wi l l i ams  r e sponded
t o  t h e  n e w s  b y  s a y i n g ,  “ We
w e a r  A A A’s  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f
Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D C  a s  a  ‘ s t r i c t
e n f o r c e m e n t  a r e a ’  a s  a
b a d g e  o f  h o n o r,  b e c a u s e  o u r
c i t y  I S  a  s t r i c t  e n f o r c e m e n t
z o n e  –  w e ’ r e  a  s t r i c t
e n f o r c e m e n t  z o n e  b e c a u s e
w e  k n o w  t h a t  s t r i c t
e n f o r c e m e n t ,  w h e n
c o m b i n e d  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n
a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  m a k e s  o u r
r o a d w a y s  s a f e r  a n d  s a v e s
l i v e s .  F o r  f a m i l i e s  c r o s s i n g
s t r e e t s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  i n

s t r o l l e r s  o r  f o r  s e n i o r s  w h o
c r o s s  s t r e e t s  a s  t h e y  d o
e r r a n d s ,  s l o w i n g  t r a f f i c  i s  a
v e r y  g o o d  t h i n g .

S t r i c t  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  w h y  l a s t
y e a r  w e  s a w  a  3 5  p e r c e n t
r e d u c t i o n  i n  t r a f f i c  f a t a l i t i e s ,
w h i c h  w a s  t h e  t o p  r e d u c t i o n  i n
t r a f f i c  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .
We  a p p r e c i a t e  A A A M i d -
A t l a n t i c  h e l p i n g  u s  s p r e a d  t h e
w o r d  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r
e v e r y o n e  t o  f o l l o w  t r a f f i c  l a w s
w h i l e  i n  D C . ”

I n  a  N o v e m b e r  1 9 t h  a r t i c l e  i n
T h e  Wa s h i n g t o n  Ti m e s ,  t h e
n e w s  w a s  a l s o  h a i l e d  b y  D C
P o l i c e  C h i e f  C h a r l e s  R a m s e y
a s  f u r t h e r  p r o o f  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s
p r o g r e s s  i n  h o l d i n g  d r i v e r s
a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s .

T h e  a r t i c l e  a l s o  q u o t e d  a n
o ff i c i a l  w i t h  t h e  Wa s h i n g t o n
D . C .  C o n v e n t i o n  &  To u r i s m

C o r p o r a t i o n  w h o  p r a i s e d
t h e  d e s g i n a t i o n .

“ I  t h ink  i t ’s  g r ea t , ”  B i l l
H a n b u r y,  t h e  o rg a n i z a t i o n ’s
c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r,
s a i d .

“ S h o u l d n ’ t  w e  b e  p r o u d  o f
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e ’s  a  3 6
p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n
h i g h w a y  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  t h e
D i s t r i c t ? ”

I n  2 0 0 4  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D C
had  17 .7  mi l l ion  v i s i to r s ,
p l a c i n g  i t  a m o n g  t h e  t o p
U . S .  t o u r i s t  d e s t i n a t i o n s .

A A A  s a i d  t h e  p o l i c y  c h a n g e
w i l l  m e a n  t h a t  a n y  m e m b e r
w h o  i n q u i r e s  a b o u t
t r a v e l i n g  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  w i l l
b e  n o t i f i e d  o f  t h e  s t r i c t
e n f o r c e m e n t  d e s i g n a t i o n .
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Poll Finds Strong Support For
Safe ty  Cameras  In  Mis sour i

Atlanta Starts
Camera  Program
Georg i a ' s  c ap i t a l  and
l a r g e s t  c i t y  h a s  n o w
become  the  l a t e s t  ma jo r
U .S .  c i t y  t o  u se  r ed  l i gh t
c a m e r a s  f o r  t r a f f i c
e n f o r c e m e n t .

A  3 0 - d a y  w a r n i n g  p e r i o d
e n d e d  i n  O c t o b e r,  a n d
c i t a t i o n s  a r e  b e i n g  i s s u e d .
G e o r g i a  s t a t e  l a w
a u t h o r i z e s  a  m a x i m u m
f i n e  o f  $ 7 0  f o r  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a  c i t a t i o n s .

“ T h i s  i s  a  v a l u a b l e
p r o g r a m  t h a t ’s  g o i n g  t o
m a k e  d r i v i n g  i n  A t l a n t a
s a f e r  f o r  m o t o r i s t s  a n d
p e d e s t r i a n s , ”  s a i d  D a v i d
S c o t t ,  A t l a n t a  P u b l i c
Wo r k s  C o m m i s s i o n e r.

“ T h e r e  i s  n o  d e b a t e  t h a t
r e d  l i g h t  r u n n e r s  a r e  a
l e a d i n g  c a u s e  o f
c r a s h e s . C a m e r a
e n f o r c e m e n t  w i l l  h e l p  t o
r e d u c e  t h o s e  c r a s h e s . ”

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  n e w  p o l l  b y
a  M i s s o u r i  i n s u r a n c e
o r g a n i z a t i o n  s h o w s  v e r y
s t rong  suppo r t  f o r  r ed  l i gh t
c a m e r a  s y s t e m s .

T h e  M i s s o u r i  I n s u r a n c e
Coa l i t i on  commiss ioned  a
p o l l  w h i c h  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  b y
Zogby  In t e rna t i ona l  u s ing  a
samp le  o f  602  l i ke ly  vo t e r s .

T h e  s u r v e y  f o u n d  e i g h t  o u t
o f  t e n  M i s s o u r i a n s  ( 8 1
p e r c e n t )  f a v o r  u s i n g  r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a t  M i s s o u r i ’s
m o s t  d a n g e r o u s
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  t o  m o n i t o r
d r i v e r s  w h o  r u n  r e d  l i g h t s .
T h i s  i n c l u d e s  m o r e  t h a n  f o u r
i n  f i v e  i n  t h e  K a n s a s  C i t y
a n d  S t .  L o u i s  m e t r o  a r e a s .

The  Mis sou r i  po l l  m i r ro r ed
t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a  p o l l i n g  i n  o t h e r
s t a t e s  i n  t h a t  M i s s o u r i a n s  5 0
a n d  o l d e r  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y
t h a n  t h o s e  u n d e r  5 0  t o  f a v o r
u s i n g  t h e s e  c a m e r a s ,  t h o u g h
aga in ,  suppor t  i s  s t i l l  h igh
a m o n g  t h e s e  y o u n g e r
r e s p o n d e n t s .

O v e r  7 5  p e r c e n t  o f
r e s p o n d e n t s  s a i d  t h e y  w e r e
a l so  wi l l i ng  to  suppor t
i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  a u t o m a t e d
c a m e r a s  b e c a u s e  t r a f f i c
v i o l a t o r s ,  n o t  l o c a l  a n d  s t a t e
g o v e r n m e n t s ,  e n d  u p  b e a r i n g
t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m ' s
o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e .

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p o l l  w e r e
f e a t u r e d  i n  a  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e
i n  t h e  K a n s a s  C i t y  St a r ,
w h i c h  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s
e v e n  s u r p r i s e d  t h e  i n s u r e r s .

" T h e  p o l l  r e s u l t s  w e r e  v e r y,
v e r y  c o n v i n c i n g , ”  s a i d
Ca lv in  Ca l l  o f  t he  coa l i t i on .
“ I t ’s  h a r d  t o  d i s p u t e  t h a t
runn ing  r ed  l i gh t s  i s  bad
b e h a v i o r.  T h i s  t e c h n o l o g y  i s
l i ke  hav ing  a  po l i ceman
s i t t i n g  t h e r e  a t  t h e  s t o p l i g h t .
I t  d o e s n ’ t  m a k e  y o u  a  b e t t e r
d r i v e r,  b u t  y o u ’ r e  m u c h  m o r e
l i k e l y  t o  o b e y  t h e  l a w
knowing  t he  r ed - l i gh t
c a m e r a s  a r e  t h e r e . ”

M i s s o u r i  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  s t a t e s
t h a t  h a s  s e e n  a  r e c e n t  s u r g e
o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a s .  E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r,
t h e  C i t y  o f  A r n o l d ,  w h i c h  i s
s o u t h  o f  S t .  L o u i s ,  b e c a m e
t h e  f i r s t  c i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o
i n s t a l l  c a m e r a s .

T h e  a r t i c l e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e
A r n o l d  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  h a d
a l r e a d y  c a p t u r e d  o v e r  4 0 0
red  l igh t  runn ing  v io la t ions
s ince  becoming  fu l l y
o p e r a t i o n a l  i n  O c t o b e r.

Have  A Sa fe  And  Happy
Hol iday  Season!



At ten t ion  Campa ign  Members !
We a re  seek ing  i nd i v i dua l s  and  o rgan i za t i ons  t o  he l p  advance  ou r  2006  s t a te

l eg i s l a t i ve  advocacy  e f f o r t s .  We  need  t o  hea r  f r om  red  l i gh t  r unn ing  v i c t ims ,  t r a f f i c

sa fe t y  advoca tes ,  and  l aw  en fo r cemen t  and  hea l t h  ca re  p ro fess i ona l s  w i l l i ng  t o  con tac t

l eg i s l a t o r s ,  p rov i de  t es t imony  and  expand  ou r  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  en fo r cemen t  e f f o r t s .

P l ease  e -ma i l  us  a t  i n f o@s top red l i gh t r unn ing . com   o r  ca l l  202 -828 -9100 .

Legis lat ive  Update  — December 2005
I f  t h e r e  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g  i n  y o u r  s t a t e  t h a t  i s  n o t  l i s t e d  h e r e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e

Campa ign  a t  ( 202 )828 -9100  o r  i n f o@s top red l i gh t r unn ing . com .

RED L IGHT RUNNING SAFETY CAMERAS

O h i o :  H B  5 6  ( R a u s s e n )  w o u l d  b a n  t h e  u s e  o f  a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  t e c h n o l o g y.  T h e  H o u s e
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  a n d  H o m e l a n d  S e c u r i t y  C o m m i t t e e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  b i l l  o n  4 / 4 / 0 5
b y  a  v o t e  o f  8 - 3 .  T h e  f u l l  H o u s e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  5 / 1 8 / 0 5 .  I t  h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o
the  Sena t e  Commi t t e e  on  H ighways  and  Transpo r t a t i on .  An  i n i t i a l  hea r i ng  was  he ld  on  10 /4 /
05  and  add i t i ona l  hea r i ngs  we re  he ld  on  10 /18 /05  and  11 /02 /05 .

Massachuse t t s :  H B  2 0 2 3  ( H o n a n )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  B o s t o n  a n d  C a m b r i d g e  t o
u s e  a u t o m a t e d  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  d e v i c e s  o n  c e r t a i n  r o a d w a y s .  R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  J o i n t
C o m m i t t e e  o n  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n .

Pennsy lvan ia :  H B 1 5 6 8  ( C r e i g h t o n )  w o u l d  e x p a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  t o
commun i t i e s  o the r  t han  Ph i l ade lph i a .  I n t roduced  on  5 /10 /05  and  r e f e r r ed  t o  t he  House
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .

R h o d e  I s l a n d :  S B  9 0 9  ( G o o d w i n )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  s t a t e w i d e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .
R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e .  I n i t i a l  h e a r i n g  h e l d  3 / 1 2 / 0 5 ,  s u b s e q u e n t
h e a r i n g  h e l d  6 / 1 6 / 0 5 .  N o  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  t a k e n .

H B  6 3 1 5  ( M c C a u l e y )  H o u s e  v e r s i o n  o f  S e n a t e  b i l l .  R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e
C o m m i t t e e .  H o u s e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  b i l l  o n  6 / 2 9 / 0 5 ,  t h e  S e n a t e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  b i l l  o n  6 / 3 0 / 0 5  a n d
i t  b e c a m e  l a w  w i t h o u t  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  s i g n a t u r e  o n  7 / 1 9 / 0 5 .

SPEEDING SAFETY CAMERAS

C a l i f o r n i a :  S B  4 6 6  ( K u e h l )  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  u s e  o f  p h o t o  r a d a r  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s .
A m e n d e d  t o  o n l y  a l l o w  e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  s c h o o l  z o n e s  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  w i t h  p o s t e d  s p e e d
l i m i t s  u n d e r  3 0  m p h .  R e f e r r e d  b a c k  t o  S e n a t e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  H o u s i n g  C o m m i t t e e .
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Did You Know?
The Texas c i t ies  of  Denton,  El  Paso,  Houston,  Fr isco,  Plano,  Richardson,  and Rowlet t  have
all  ei ther approved local  ordinances or held public hearings regarding the implementation
of red l ight  camera enforcement systems after  s tate legislat ion that  would have prohibited
the use of  red l ight  cameras fai led earl ier  this  year.


