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Th is  i ssue ,  wh ich  marks  our  news le t te r ' s  second ann iversary,
f o c u s e s  o n :  a  n e w  r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n
o n  r o a d  s a f e t y ;  s e v e n  n e w  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t s  f r o m  t h e  2 0 0 4
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  B o a r d  c o n f e r e n c e ;  a n d  a n  a n a l y s i s
o f  a l l  a c t i v e  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  a n d  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  s p e e d
m o n i t o r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I t ' s  b e e n  a  b u s y  t w o  y e a r s !

A  n e w  r o a d  s a f e t y  r e p o r t  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  Wo r l d

H e a l t h  O rg a n i z a t i o n  ( W H O )  a n d  Wo r l d  B a n k

c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  r e d  l i g h t  a n d  s p e e d  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t

c a m e r a s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  r e d u c i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  a n d

s e v e r i t y  o f  t r a f f i c  c r a s h e s ,  w h i c h  k i l l  a n  e s t i m a t e d  1 . 2

m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  w o r l d w i d e  e v e r y  y e a r.

T h e  r e p o r t ,  e n t i t l e d  Wo r l d  re p o r t  o n  ro a d  t r a f f i c  i n j u ry
preven t i on ,  m a r k s  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  r e s e a r c h  w o r k  i s s u e d

by WHO and the  World  Bank on road safe ty.  I t  provides  a

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  o v e r v i e w  o f  w h a t  i s  k n o w n  a b o u t  t h e

c a u s e s  o f  t r a f f i c  c r a s h e s  a n d  h o w  t o  b e s t  p r e v e n t  t h e m .

A m o n g  t h e  r e p o r t ’s  f i n d i n g s  o n  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s :

A  m e t a - a n a l y s i s  ( a  w a y  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  c o m b i n i n g

t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  s e t  o f  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s )  o f  t h e

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  c a m e r a s  a t  t r a f f i c  l i g h t s  h a s

s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  c a m e r a s  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  1 2

p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  i n j u r y  c r a s h e s .

A  c o s t – b e n e f i t  a n a l y s i s  o f  c a m e r a s  a t  t r a f f i c  l i g h t s

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e t u r n

w a s  n e a r l y  t w i c e  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  a f t e r  o n e  y e a r  a n d

1 2  t i m e s  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  a f t e r  f i v e  y e a r s .

T h e  WHO r e p o r t  i n c l u d e s  r e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s  f r o m  Aust ra l ia ,

w h e r e  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  i n  t h e  l a t e

1 9 8 0 s  l e d  t o  a  s e v e n  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  a l l  c r a s h e s  a n d

a  3 2  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  f r o n t - t o - s i d e  i m p a c t s  a t  s i t e s

w i t h  c a m e r a s .
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The repor t  a l so  c i tes  a  wel l - regarded s tudy conducted  af ter  the  in t roduct ion  of  cameras  a t  s i tes
in  Oxnard ,  Cal i fornia ,  where  the  number  of  in jury  crashes  fe l l  by  29  percent  and the  number  of
f ront– to–s ide  impacts  involving  in jury  fe l l  by  68  percent ,  wi th  no  increase  in  rear  impacts .

S p e e d  l i m i t  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  a l s o  i s  e x t e n s i v e l y  r e f e r e n c e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t ,  a n d  i t s  u s e  i s
e n c o u r a g e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t ,  e x p e r i e n c e  f r o m  a  r a n g e  o f  h i g h - i n c o m e  c o u n t r i e s  h a s
f o u n d  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  t o  b e  a  h i g h l y  e f f e c t i v e  m e a n s  o f  s p e e d  e n f o r c e m e n t .  " T h e  w e l l -
p u b l i c i z e d  u s e  o f  s u c h  e q u i p m e n t  i n  p l a c e s  w h e r e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a r e  n o t  g e n e r a l l y  o b e y e d  a n d
w h e r e  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  r i s k  o f  a  c r a s h  i s  h i g h  h a s  l e d  t o  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  c r a s h e s . "

T h e  r e p o r t ’s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  u rg e  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o :
• c r e a t e  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  r o a d  e n f o r c e m e n t ;
• s u p p o r t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  s a f e t y  a d v o c a c y  g r o u p s ;
• c r e a t e  b u d g e t s  f o r  r o a d  s a f e t y  a n d  i n c r e a s e  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  d e m o n s t r a b l y

e f f e c t i v e  r o a d  s a f e t y  a c t i v i t i e s .

T h e  WHO r e p o r t  w a s  r e l e a s e d  o n  Wo r l d  H e a l t h  D a y  ( A p r i l  7 )  a n d  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  g l o b a l
h e a l t h  o rg a n i z a t i o n ’s  y e a r – l o n g  f o c u s  o n  r o a d  s a f e t y.  F o r  m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t
h t t p : / / w w w. w h o . i n t / e n / .

Synops is  o f  seven new research  s tud ies  f rom the

2004  Transpor ta t ion  Research  Board  Conference
The  83 rd  Annua l  Mee t i ng  o f  t he  Transpo r ta t i on  Resea rch  Boa rd  he ld  i n  Wash ing ton ,  DC

in  Janua ry  p roduced  a  s i gn i f i can t  amoun t  o f  new  resea rch  on  red  l i gh t  and  pho to

en fo r cemen t  f r om  a round  t he  wo r l d .  The  seven  repo r t s  mos t  r e l a ted  t o  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing

a re  summar ized be low.  In ternet  l inks  to  the comple te  repor ts  are  inc luded wherever

poss ib le .

T h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  w a s  t o  q u a n t i f y  t h e
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  y e l l o w  i n t e r v a l
d u r a t i o n  a s   a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e  t o  r e d -

l i g h t  v i o l a t i o n s .

Te n  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  i n  f i v e  Te x a s  c i t i e s  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  i d e n t i f i e d
a s  h a v i n g  a  p r o b l e m  w i t h  r e d - l i g h t - r u n n i n g  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  f o r
t h e  s t u d y.  E a c h  “ b e f o r e ”  s t u d y  a n d  e a c h  “ a f t e r ”  s t u d y  i n c l u d e d
t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s i x  h o u r s  o f  t r a f f i c  f l o w  d a t a  o n  e a c h  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a p p r o a c h .  A t  e a c h  s i t e ,  t h e
“ a f t e r ”  s t u d y  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  s i x  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  y e l l o w  i n c r e a s e  w a s  i m p l e m e n t e d .

B a s e d  o n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  i t  w a s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t :
• A n  i n c r e a s e  o f  0 . 5  t o  1 . 5  s e c o n d s  i n  y e l l o w  d u r a t i o n  ( s u c h  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  5 . 5

s e c o n d s )  w i l l  d e c r e a s e  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  r e d - l i g h t - r u n n i n g  b y  a t  l e a s t  5 0  p e r c e n t ;
• D r i v e r s  do  a d a p t  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  y e l l o w  d u r a t i o n ;  h o w e v e r,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  s a y

a d a p t a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  u n d o  t h e  s a f e t y  b e n e f i t  o f  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  y e l l o w  d u r a t i o n ;
• I n c r e a s i n g  a  y e l l o w  i n t e r v a l  t h a t  i s  s h o r t e r  t h a n  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f

Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  E n g i n e e r s  ( I T E )  i s  l i k e l y  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  v i o l a t i o n s
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  c o s t  o f  r e t i m i n g  a  y e l l o w  i n t e r v a l  i n  t h e  f i e l d .

( con t i nued  on  page  3 )
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T h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  "A n  a v o i d a b l e  r e d - r u n n i n g  e v e n t  i s  l i k e l y  c o m m i t t e d  b y  a  d r i v e r
w h o  i s  f r u s t r a t e d  b y  e x c e s s i v e  d e l a y  o r  c o n g e s t e d  f l o w  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h i s  d r i v e r  m a y  a l s o  b e
i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t r a f f i c  l a w s .  S h o r t  o f  m a j o r  r e s o u r c e  i n v e s t m e n t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  c a p a c i t y,
e n f o r c e m e n t  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  m e a n s  o f  c u r b i n g  t h i s
d r i v e r ’s  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  r u n  t h e  r e d  i n d i c a t i o n . "
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S i n c e  t h e  “ a f t e r ”  s t u d y  t o o k  p l a c e  o n l y  s i x  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  i n t e r v a l  c h a n g e ,  i t  i s  l o g i c a l  t o
a s s u m e  t h a t  m o r e  d r i v e r s  m i g h t  a d a p t  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  y e l l o w  i n t e r v a l  a s  t h e y  b e c a m e  m o r e
a w a r e  o f  t h e  m o d i f i e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  o v e r  a  l o n g e r  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .

J a m e s  A .  B o n n e s o n  a n d  K a r l  H .  Z i m m e r m a n .  E f f e c t  o f  Ye l l o w  I n t e r v a l  T i m i n g  o n  R e d - L i g h t
V i o l a t i o n  F r e q u e n c y  a t  U r b a n  I n t e r s e c t i o n s .  Te x a s  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ,  2 0 0 3 .  To  l e a r n  m o r e
a b o u t  t h i s  s t u d y,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  h t t p : / / t c d . t a m u . e d u / D o c u m e n t s / 4 0 2 7 - 2 . p d f   a n d  h t t p : / /
t c d . t a m u . e d u / D o c u m e n t s / 4 1 9 6 - 1 . p d f .

R E D  L I G H T
R U N N I N G  I N  T E X A S

A Te x a s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  s t u d y  e x a m i n i n g
t h e  p a s t  2 5  y e a r s  o f  c r a s h  d a t a  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e
s e v e r i t y  o f  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h   r e c o r d e d
i n s t a n c e s  o f  “ f a t a l ,  i n c a p a c i t a t i o n ,  n o n - i n c a p a c i t a t i n g
a n d  p o s s i b l e  i n j u r i e s ”  a n d  b y  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  v a r y i n g  r e d - l i g h t - r u n n i n g  b e h a v i o r  b y

g e n d e r  a n d  a g e  g r o u p .  A m o n g  t h e  f i n d i n g s :

• I n  Te x a s ,  a b o u t  1 6  p e r c e n t  o f  p e o p l e  k i l l e d  a n d  1 9 - 2 2  p e r c e n t  o f  p e o p l e  i n j u r e d  i n
i n t e r s e c t i o n  c r a s h e s  a r e  d u e  t o  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g .

• T h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  k i l l e d  o r  i n j u r e d  i n  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h e s  i n  Te x a s  h a s
i n c r e a s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  A l t h o u g h ,  a s  a  p e r c e n t a g e ,  i t  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  i n
p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  i n c r e a s e  i n  v e h i c l e  m i l e s  t r a v e l e d .

•     A m o n g  d r i v e r s  w h o  r a n  r e d  l i g h t s  a n d  c a u s e d  a  c r a s h ,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  m o r e  m e n  t h a n
w o m e n  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  B u t  f o r  e i t h e r  s e x ,  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  i n c i d e n t s  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y
i n v o l v e d  s o m e o n e  i n  t h e  2 0 -  t o  3 5 - y e a r - o l d  a g e  g r o u p ,  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  n u m b e r  o f
c r a s h e s  c a u s e d  b y  d r i v e r s  a r o u n d  a g e  2 0 .

Kraus ,  Edga r  and  Cesa r  Qu i r oga .  Red  L i gh t  Runn ing  — A  Po l i c y  Rev iew.  San  An ton io ,  TX :
Te x a s  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ,  2 0 0 3 .  To  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h i s  s t u d y,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  h t t p : / /
t t i . t a m u . e d u / c t s / r e p o r t s / c t s - 0 2 . p d f .

45  PERCENT DROP IN
I N J U R Y  C R A S H E S  W I T H

SPEED CAMERAST h i s  s t u d y  l o o k e d  a t  d a t a  f o r  a l l  i n j u r y  a c c i d e n t s  i n

C a m b r i d g e s h i r e  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  B r i t a i n  b e t w e e n

1 9 9 0  a n d  2 0 0 2 .  T h e  s t u d y  a n a l y z e d  t h e  d a t a  f r o m  4 9

d i f f e r e n t  c a m e r a  s i t e s  a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e

v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  c a m e r a  s i t e s ,  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a  s p e e d  l i m i t

e n f o r c e m e n t  c a m e r a  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  l e a d  t o  d e c r e a s e s  i n  i n j u r y  a c c i d e n t s  n u m b e r s  b y  4 5

p e r c e n t .  L o w e r,  b u t  s t i l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e c r e a s e s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e

w i d e r  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  To  g a i n  f u r t h e r  i n s i g h t ,  t h e  s t u d y  g r o u p e d

t o g e t h e r  s i t e s  b y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  r o a d  c a t e g o r y.  T h i s  a n a l y s i s  s h o w e d  t h a t

t h e  b i g g e s t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  a c c i d e n t  n u m b e r s  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  o n  r o a d s  w i t h

h i g h e r  i n c i d e n c e s  o f  s p e e d i n g  o f f e n s e s .

( con t i nued  on  page  4 )



P r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  c i t e d  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  s p e e d  e n f o r c e m e n t
c a m e r a s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  U K  l e a d  t o  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  c a s u a l t i e s  b y  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  2 8  p e r c e n t ,
w h i l e  a n o t h e r  s t u d y  e s t i m a t e d  a  4 7  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  k i l l e d  o r  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  c r a s h
v i c t i m s  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  o f  a  c a m e r a  a n d  1 8  p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  w i d e r  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .

H e s s ,  S t e p h a n e  a n d  J . W.  P o l a k .  E f f e c t s  o f  S p e e d  L i m i t  E n f o r c e m e n t  C a m e r a s  W i t h
D i f f e ren t i a t i on  By  Road  Type  and  Ca t chmen t  A rea ,  C e n t e r  f o r  Tr a n s p o r t  S t u d i e s ,  I m p e r i a l
C o l l e g e ,  L o n d o n . To  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h i s  s t u d y,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  h t t p : / / w w w. c t s . c v. i m p e r i a l . a c . u k /
h t m l / R e s e a r c h A c t i v i t i e s / p r o j e c t D e t a i l s . a s p ? P r o j e c t I D = 2 2 7 .

( con t i nued  f r om page  3 )

M O D E L S  P R E D I C T  R E D  L I G H T
R U N N I N G  V I O L AT I O N

FREQUENCY
By concentrat ing on four-way

intersections,  the study examined the
frequency of violations (violations/hour)

from the characteris t ics  of  operat ional  t raff ic  and
intersect ion geometry in Alabama,  Texas,  Iowa and
California .  The resul ts  showed a total  of  1 ,775 violat ions observed over  554 hours ,  giving a
rate of  3.2 violat ions/hour.

The f indings prove there are a  variety of  equat ions that  can be ut i l ized to predict  the
frequency of red l ight  running at  an intersect ion.  The variables that  support  these
predict ions are “average dai ly t raff ic  (ADT),  number of  approach lanes,  speed l imit ,
number of  lanes  crossed by the approach,  and the dis tance to  preceding and fol lowing
intersect ions.”  The number of  lanes on the approach,  the speed l imit ,  and the ADT
proved to be the best  ways to  analyze and test  red l ight  running frequency.

H i l l ,  S t e p h e n  E .  a n d  J a y  K .  L i n d l y.  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g  P r e d i c t i o n  a n d  A n a l y s i s .  Tu s c a l o o s a ,  A L :
T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a b a m a ,  2 0 0 3 .  To  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h i s  s t u d y,  p l e a s e  v i s i t
h t t p : / / u t c a . e n g . u a . e d u / p r o j e c t s / f i n a l _ r e p o r t s / 0 2 11 2 - r p t % 2 0 . h t m .

Astudy was conducted to  analyze the precis ion of
automated photo enforcement systems normally used for
red l ight  running for speeding.  I t  concluded that  the

speed camera system was rather  insensi t ive to  errors  in  this
measurement.  While the red l ight  camera system’s speed
est imates  were  a lmost  exact ,  the  s tudy included a  24.5  percent
speed estimate miscalculation without falsely identifying a violator.

To ensure  accuracy and fa i r  evaluat ion,  the  research compared the  speed
measurements  of  the red l ight  cameras  system,  an autoscope,  and a  radar  gun
to assess  speed est imations.  The f indings were also reconfirmed by the
observat ions  of  project  researchers  and Depar tment  of  Transporta t ion
employees who examined violator  photos taken by the camera system.

Howel l ,  Jon  e t  a l .  Speed Sens i t i v i t y  o f  a  Red-L igh t  Camera  En fo rcement  Sys tem.  Tusca loosa ,  AL :

The  Un ivers i t y  Transpor ta t ion  Center  fo r  A labama,  2003.  To  learn  more  about  th is  s tudy,  p lease

v is i t  h t tp : / /u tca .eng .ua .edu /p ro jec ts / f i na l_ repor ts /00470FNLRPT.h tm.

( con t i nued  on  page  5 )
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T h e s e  l a s t  t w o  s t u d i e s  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  s i g n a g e  a n d  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  u s e d
t o  m o n i t o r  s p e e d i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  s a f e t y  i n  w o r k  z o n e s .

( con t i nued  f r om page  4 )

Compar ing  the  e f fec t iveness
of  Speed  Moni to r ing  D isp lays
(SMD)  vs .  po l ice  p resence  in
h ighway  work  zones

M a n y  s t u d i e s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  i n
o r d e r  t o  i m p r o v e  h i g h w a y  w o r k  z o n e
s a f e t y.  S o m e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d

i m p r o v e m e n t s  f r o m  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  i n c l u d e
“p rov id ing  be t t e r  v i s ib i l i t y  o f  work  zone
h a z a r d s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  d r i v e r  a l e r t n e s s  i n  t h e
w o r k  z o n e ,  a n d  r e d u c i n g  s p e e d  a n d  s p e e d
v a r i a n c e  i n  t h e  w o r k  z o n e . ”

This  s tudy examines  speed moni tor ing  devices
as an alternative to traditional police supervision
but did not attempt to measure the effectiveness of
automated speed enforcement for work zones.

A l t h o u g h  p o l i c e  p r e s e n c e  i s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  t h e
m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  w a y  t o  r e d u c e  t r a f f i c  s p e e d  i n
a n y  r o a d w a y,  t h e  c o s t  o f  p o l i c e  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d
t h e  l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  o f f i c e r s  m a k e  i t
i m p r a c t i c a l  t o  u s e  t h i s  m e t h o d  i n  h i g h w a y
w o r k  z o n e s .  Therefore ,  subs t i tu tes  have  been
developed.  One subs t i tu te  to  pol ice  presence  i s
speedmoni tor ing  d isplay  (SMD),  a  technology
that  uses  a  radar  gun to  measure  the  speed of
vehic les  as  they  approach the  device .

While the results for each approach were positive,
police presence had a better affect, reducing the
average speed through work zones by 10 percent,
or about 6 mph. In contrast,  SMD decreased the
average speed by 6 percent, or about 4 mph.

Bowie ,  Jeanne  e t  a l .  Ef f i cacy  o f  Speed
Moni to r ing  D isp lays  in  H ighway Work  Zones .
Provo,  UT:  Br igham Young Un ivers i ty,  2003.
To  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h i s  s t u d y,  p l e a s e  v i s i t
h t t p : / /www.udo t .u tah .gov /
i n d e x . p h p ? m = c & t i d = 2 3 5 .

More  on  TRB s tud ies
Those  i n t e res ted  i n  t he  t echno log i ca l
ope ra t i on  o f  camera  equ ipmen t ,  t he
s tudy,  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  V i s i b i l i t y
A s s e s s m e n t  M e t h o d s  u s i n g  D i g i t a l
I m a g e s  u n d e r  F o g g y  C o n d i t i o n s ,  i s
ava i l ab le  by  con tac t i ng
s m e n a r d @ b l a k e y - a g n e w. c o m .

W a r n i n g  s i g n s  h e l p  r e d u c e
s p e e d  i n s i d e  w o r k
z o n e s  b u t  n o t
b e f o r e

Highways where  work zones  are
 present  have been found to  have an
 accident  ra te  increase  of  near ly  30

percent .  This  s tudy examined the
effectiveness of signs advising motorists of
work zone enforcement and fines in
accordance wi th  speed.  I t  proved that  f ixed

signs within work zone limits are
effective but have little influence
prior  to  the  zone.

Abraham,  Du lcy  e t  a l .  Compl iance
wi th  Reduced  Speed L im i ts  in  Work  Zones .
Lafaye t te ,  IN :  Purdue Un ivers i t y,  2003.
To  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h i s  s t u d y,  p l e a s e  v i s i t
h t t p : / / r e b a r . e c n . p u r d u e . e d u /
J T R P _ C o m p l e t e d _ P r o j e c t _ D o c u m e n t s /
S P R _ 2 4 9 6 / F i n a l R e p o r t / s p r _ 2 4 9 6 _ F o r m 1 7 0 0 . p d f .

Something Di f ferent
Ti red o f  tha t  same o ld  screensaver  on  your

computer?  Try  the  Nat iona l  Campaign  to  S top
Red L ight  Running screensaver  featur ing the

Empi re  S ta te  Bu i ld ing  l i t  up  l i ke  a  t ra f f i c  s igna l !
Contac t  smenard@blakey-agnew.com.

S A F E T Y  F O C U S  i s  p u b l i s h e d  m o n t h l y,  w i t h  o c c a s i o n a l  b r e a k s ,  b y
The  Na t i ona l  Campa ign  t o  S top  Red  L igh t  Runn ing

1 5 0 1  M  S t r e e t ,  N W,  S u i t e  7 0 0
Wash ing ton ,  DC  20005

202-828-9100
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
I f  t h e r e  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g  i n  y o u r  s t a t e  t h a t  i s  n o t  l i s t e d  h e r e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e
Campa ign  a t  ( 202 )828 -9100  o r  smena rd@b lakey -agnew.com.

RED L IGHT RUNNING

A r i z o n a :  S . B .  1 2 3 1 ,  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  S e n .  B e e  i n  J a n u a r y,  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  p l a c e  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s  i n  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  w h e r e  t h r e e
o r  m o r e  a c c i d e n t s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  a  1 2 - m o n t h  p e r i o d .  T h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  i n  b o t h  t h e
S e n a t e  a n d  t h e  H o u s e .

C o n n e c t i c u t :  S . B .  6 8  ( P u b l i c  S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e )  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  v e h i c l e  o w n e r  l i a b i l i t y  f o r
r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  v i o l a t i o n  e i t h e r  o b s e r v e d  o r  r e c o r d e d  v i a  a  c a m e r a .  T h i s  b i l l  w a s
i n t r o d u c e d  o n  F e b r u a r y  6 th ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  o n  F e b r u a r y  9 th,  a n d
h a d  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  i n  w h i c h  i t  f a i l e d .

F l o r i d a :  H . B .  3 7 7  ( S l o s b e rg )  a n d  i t s  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  S . B .  1 8 7 6  ( Wi s e )  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  f o r
d e v i c e s  t o  e n f o r c e  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  s i g n a l s .  T h e  b i l l s  h a v e  b e e n  w i t h d r a w n  f r o m  f u r t h e r
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

H a w a i i :  H . B .  5 7  ( S o u k i )  w a s  c a r r i e d  o v e r  i n t o  t h e  2 0 0 4  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  a n d  w o u l d
p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  t r a f f i c - c o n t r o l  m o n i t o r i n g  s y s t e m  t o  c a t c h  r e d  l i g h t
r u n n e r s  e n t e r i n g  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n .

S . B .  2 0 2 5  ( K a w a m o t o )  o n  J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  2 0 0 4  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  M i l i t a r y
A f f a i r s  a n d  G o v e r n m e n t  O p e r a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  a n d  H a w a i i a n
Aff a i r s ,  a n d  Wa y s  a n d  M e a n s  C o m m i t t e e s  f o r  r e v i e w.  T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  a  p r i v a t e  v e n d o r  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  t h e
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  p h o t o  r e d  l i g h t  s y s t e m  t o  d e t e r  m o t o r i s t s  f r o m  r u n n i n g  r e d  l i g h t s .

S . B .  2 3 4 4  w a s  p a s s e d  i n  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  i s  n o w  b e i n g  r e v i e w e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  w o u l d
a u t h o r i z e  t h e  d e p l o y m e n t  o f  p h o t o  r a d a r  a n d  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  f o r  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t .

I l l i n o i s :  S . B .  2 5 3 8  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  S e n a t o r  C u l l e r t o n  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R u l e s
C o m m i t t e e .  I t  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h a t  a  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  e s t a b l i s h  a n  a u t o m a t e d  t r a f f i c  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  s y s t e m  t h a t  p r o d u c e s  a  r e c o r d e d  i m a g e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  s i g n a l
o r  s p e e d .  T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  a s s u m e  v e h i c l e  o w n e r  l i a b i l i t y.

I n d i a n a :  H . B .  1 2 2 5  ( P o r t e r )  w a s  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  H o u s e .  I t  w o u l d  h a v e  a l l o w e d  I n d i a n a  c i t i e s
a n d  c o u n t i e s  t o  i n s t a l l  a u t o m a t e d  t r a f f i c  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  s y s t e m s .

K a n s a s :  H . B .  2 1 4 4  ( G o o s s e n )  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  a
h e a r i n g  w a s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  2 0 0 4 .  T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  a l l o w  c i t i e s  a n d  c o u n t i e s  t o
i m p l e m e n t  a u t o m a t e d  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  s i g n a l  e n f o r c e m e n t  s y s t e m s .

L o u i s i a n a :  H . B .  1 0 7 8  ( M u r r a y )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  u s e  o f  p h o t o g r a p h i c  e q u i p m e n t  f o r
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s .  T h i s  b i l l  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e
f o r  r e v i e w.

M i c h i g a n :  H . B .  4 8 6 4  ( M i n o r e )  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a  p i l o t  p r o g r a m  o f
u n m a n n e d  t r a f f i c  m o n i t o r i n g  d e v i c e s  i n  t e n  l o c a t i o n s .  Wa s  i n t r o d u c e d  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e
C o m m i t t e e  o n  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  t h e  2 0 0 3  s e s s i o n  a n d  r e a c t i v a t e d  o n  F e b r u a r y  6 ,  2 0 0 4 .

M i n n e s o t a :  S . F.  4 3 9  ( R o b l i n g )  a n d  i t s  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  H . F.  5 0 8  ( H a u s m a n )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e
c i t i e s  a n d  t o w n s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  a u t o m a t e d  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s ,  a s s u m i n g  v e h i c l e  o w n e r
l i a b i l i t y.  T h e  b i l l s  w e r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C r i m e  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  a n d
t h e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .
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M i s s o u r i :  S . B .  11 4 5  ( K e n n e d y )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  c i t i e s  a n d  c o u n t i e s  t o  a d o p t  o r d i n a n c e s  f o r
t h e  u s e  o f  a u t o m a t i c  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  e n f o r c e m e n t  s y s t e m s  t o  c a t c h  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n e r s ,  w o u l d
a s s u m e  v e h i c l e  o w n e r  l i a b i l i t y,  a n d  i n c l u d e  a  s u n s e t  c l a u s e .  I s  n o w  b e i n g  h e a r d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .

N e w  York :  A . B .  5 6 5 1  ( L a f a y e t t e )  w o u l d  m a k e  t h e  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  s i g n a l  p h o t o  m o n i t o r i n g
s y s t e m  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  p r o g r a m  ( t h e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m ) p e r m a n e n t  i n  N e w  Yo r k .  I t
w o u l d  a l s o  p e r m i t  a n y  m u n i c i p a l i t y  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  N e w  Yo r k  u t i l i z i n g  t r a f f i c - c o n t r o l  s i g n a l s
t o  i m p l e m e n t  a  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a n d  a t  h i g h w a y  r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g s .
T h e  b i l l  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  J a n u a r y.

A . B .  7 7 2  ( C o h e n )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  a  p h o t o  r a d a r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  p r o g r a m  i n  c i t i e s  o f  o n e
mi l l i on  o r  more ,  impos ing  l i ab i l i t y  on  veh i c l e  owne r.  I t  wou ld  a l so  r equ i r e  New York  C i ty  t o
c o n d u c t  a  t h r e e - y e a r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m  t o  s h o w  i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  T h e  b i l l  w a s
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n .

A . B .  2 1 2 6  ( S t a v i s k y )  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  A B 7 7 2 ,  a n d  a u t h o r i z e s  a  p h o t o  r a d a r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  i n
c i t i e s  o f  o n e  m i l l i o n  o r  m o r e  a n d  i m p o s i n g  l i a b i l i t y  o n  t h e  v e h i c l e  o w n e r.  T h e  b i l l  w a s
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n .

A . B .  7 6 6  ( H o y t )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  c i t y  o f  B u f f a l o  t o  i n s t a l l  a n d  o p e r a t e  t r a f f i c - c o n t r o l
s i g n a l  p h o t o - m o n i t o r i n g  d e v i c e s  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a n d  h i g h w a y - r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g s ,  a s s u m i n g
v e h i c l e  o w n e r  l i a b i l i t y.  I t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .

O k l a h o m a :  S . B .  1 2 9 8  ( H e l t o n )  w a s  d e f e a t e d  i n  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e
i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a t  a n y  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  t r a f f i c  l i g h t s .

P e n n s y l v a n i a :  H . B .  2 3 5 7  ( H o r s e y )  w o u l d  p e r m i t  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  i n  a l l
1 5  m p h  s c h o o l  z o n e s  i n  f i r s t - c l a s s  c i t i e s .  T h e  b i l l  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n .

H . B .  1 3 1 5  ( G o d s h a l l )  w a s  r e a c t i v a t e d  i n  2 0 0 4  a n d  w o u l d  a l l o w  a  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  t o  g i v e  a
c i t a t i o n  t o  a  b u s  d r i v e r  c a u g h t  v i o l a t i n g  t r a f f i c  l a w s  v i a  a  c a m e r a  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  b u s .  T h i s
b i l l  w a s  p a s s e d  i n  t h e  H o u s e  a f t e r  r e v i e w  b y  t h e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .

R h o d e  I s l a n d :  S . B .  2 8 2 8  ( P o l i s e n a )  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t r a f f i c  m o n i t o r i n g  s y s t e m s  t o  t a k e
p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  v e h i c l e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a l l o w i n g  t h e  c i t y  o r  t o w n  t o  i n i t i a t e  s u c h
a  p r o g r a m  w h e r e  o w n e r  l i a b i l i t y  i s  a s s u m e d .  T h i s  a c t  w o u l d  b e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  “ R I  R e d  L i g h t
R u n n i n g  A c t  o f  2 0 0 4 ” .  T h e  b i l l  i s  b e i n g  r e v i e w e d  b y  t h e  C o m m e r c e ,  H o u s i n g  a n d  M u n i c i p a l
G o v e r n m e n t  C o m m i t t e e .

S o u t h  C a ro l i n a :  S . B .  7 9 4  ( R i c h a r d s o n )  w a s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n
C o m m i t t e e  o n  F e b r u a r y  4 ,  2 0 0 4 .  T h i s  b i l l  p e r m i t s  s t a t e w i d e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s .
I t  r e q u i r e s  t h e  c a m e r a  t o  c a p t u r e  i m a g e s  o f  a  v e h i c l e ’s  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  a n d  t h e  r e d  l i g h t .  T h e  b i l l
w e n t  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  f o r  d e b a t e  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 0 th a n d  t h e  M a j o r i t y  w a s  f a v o r a b l e  w i t h  t h e
a m e n d m e n t s ,  w h i l e  t h e  M i n o r i t y  w a s  u n f a v o r a b l e .

Vi r g i n i a :  S . B .  9 2  ( D e v o l i t e s )  a u t h o r i z e s  s t a t e w i d e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a n d  a d d r e s s e s
s e v e r a l  o p p o n e n t s ’  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t .  H . B .  1 9  ( M c Q u i g g )  w o u l d  e x p a n d
p h o t o - m o n i t o r i n g  s y s t e m s  f o r  a l l  t r a f f i c  s i g n a l  e n f o r c e m e n t  t o  a l l  o f  Vi rg i n i a ,  a s s u m i n g
v e h i c l e  o w n e r  l i a b i l i t y.  H . B .  3 7 0  ( R u s t ) ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e p e a l  t h e  J u l y  1 ,  2 0 0 5 ,  “ s u n s e t ”  o n
p h o t o  r e d  p r o g r a m s  i n  Vi rg i n i a ,  w a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  2 0 0 5 .  S . B .  1 7 6  ( S t o l l e )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  n o
l o c a l i t y  m a y  b e g i n  a  p h o t o  r e d  p r o g r a m  a f t e r  J u n e  3 0 ,  2 0 0 5 ,  b u t  i t  w o u l d  a l l o w  p r o g r a m s
a l r e a d y  i n  p l a c e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  c o n t i n u e .  S . B .  1 3 2  ( E d w a r d s )  w o u l d  e x t e n d  t h e  u s e  o f  p h o t o
r e d  t o  R o a n o k e .  A l l  b i l l s  h a v e  b e e n  d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  n e x t  y e a r .
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Wa s h i n g t o n :  H . B .  1 3 2 4  ( L o v i c k )  a n d  i t s  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  S . B .  5 3 6 9  ( Wi n g s l e y )  h a v e  b e e n

c a r r i e d  o v e r  f r o m  2 0 0 3 .  H . B .  1 3 2 4  w i l l  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  H o u s e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e

c o m p a n i o n  b i l l ,  S . B .  5 3 6 9 ,  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  l a s t  y e a r  a n d  w i l l  b e  r e f e r r e d  b a c k  t o

t h e  s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  a m e n d m e n t .  T h e  b i l l s  i n c l u d e  s t a t e w i d e

a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a n d  r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g  c a m e r a s  –  b u t  n o t  s p e e d  c a m e r a s .

T h e y  a l s o  p r o v i d e  f o r  o w n e r  l i a b i l i t y.  T h e  b i l l  w a s  p a s s e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y

u n d e r  H o u s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

We s t  Vi r g i n i a :  S . B .  6 0 6  ( L o v e )  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  r e d  l i g h t  m o n i t o r i n g  s y s t e m s  a n d  i s

c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  r e v i e w e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e .

( con t i nued  f r om  page  7 )

At ten t i on  Campa ign  Members !

SURVIVOR ADVOCATES NEEDED
S u r v i v o r  a d v o c a t e s  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  c r a s h e s  a n d

h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  w o r k  t o  p r o t e c t  o t h e r s  f r o m  t h e  p a i n  t h e y  h a v e  h a d  t o  e n d u r e  —  t h e y  c a n

b e c o m e  a s  i n v o l v e d  a s  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  c u r t a i l  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g .  N o  p r e v i o u s

a d v o c a c y  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  n e e d e d .  I f  y o u  o r  a n y o n e  y o u  k n o w  h a s  s u r v i v e d  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g

c r a s h  o r  l o s t  s o m e o n e  d u e  t o  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n e r  a n d  m i g h t  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w o r k i n g  t o  m a k e

A m e r i c a ’s  r o a d s  s a f e r ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :

Advoca tes  fo r  H ighway  and  Au to  Sa fe ty

750  F i r s t  S t ree t ,  NE ,  Su i t e  901 ,  Wash ing ton ,  DC 20002

202-408 -1711  o r  800 -659 -2247

Fax :  202 -408 -1699

E - m a i l :  a d v o c a t e s @ s a f e r o a d s . o r g

We b s i t e :  w w w. s a f e r o a d s . o r g

A l l  d i scuss ions  and  i n fo rma t i on  w i l l  be  kep t  con f i den t i a l .

Do  you  have  f r i ends ,  f am i l y  o r  co l l eagues  who  wou ld  be  i n t e res ted  i n  r ece i v i ng  ou r

news le t t e r?  Do  you  regu la r l y  f o rwa rd  t he  news le t t e r  on  t o  o the r s  who  a re  i n t e res ted?  He lp

us  i nc rease  awa reness  o f  t he  dange rs  o f  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  by  ask i ng  anyone  who  i s

i n t e res ted  t o  e -ma i l  us  a t  smena rd@b lakey -agnew.com and  be  added  t o  ou r  ma i l i ng  l i s t .

N O T E :  I f  a n y o n e  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  c u r r e n t  s p e e d  c a m e r a  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p l e a s e
c o n t a c t  s m e n a r d @ b l a k e y - a g n e w. c o m  f o r  a  c o m p l e t e  l i s t .

* * *


