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Spot l ight  on Char lot te ,  North  Carol ina

Char lo t te ’s  SafeLight  Program:
Publ ic  Awareness  is  Key
H o w  d o e s  C h a r l o t t e ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  p r o m o t e  S a f e L i g h t ,  i t s
c a m p a i g n  t o  s t o p  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g ?  A  b e t t e r  q u e s t i o n  m i g h t
b e ,  W h a t  d o n ’ t  t h e y  d o  t o  p r o m o t e  i t ?  D e t a i l s  o f  S a f e L i g h t
a r e  b r o a d c a s t  o n  b i l l b o a r d s ,  b u m p e r  s t i c k e r s  a n d
b o o k m a r k s .  The  program
is  pub l i c i zed  o n  p o s t e r s ,
i n  E n g l i s h  a n d  S p a n i s h
b r o c h u r e s ,  a n d  i n  l e s s o n
p l a n s  f o r  d r i v e r
e d u c a t i o n  i n s t r u c t o r s .

S a f e L i g h t  i s  f e a t u r e d  i n  t e l e v i s i o n  a n d  r a d i o  s p o t s ,  p r e s s
r e l e a s e s ,  a  c o l o r i n g  b o o k ,  a n d  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  w e b s i t e  a t
h t t p : / / w w w. c i . c h a r l o t t e . n c . u s / c i t r a n s p o r t a t i o n / p r o g r a m s /
s a f e l i g h t . h t m .

In tens i ve  b rand ing  e f f o r t s  and  an  ex tens i ve  marke t i ng
p r o g r a m  h a v e  b e e n  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m ’ s  s u c c e s s ,  s a i d
C l e m e n t  G i b s o n ,  S p e c i a l  P r o g r a m s  M a n a g e r  f o r  t h e  C h a r l o t t e
Depa r tmen t  o f  T ranspo r t a t i on ,  wh i ch  ove rsees  t he  p rog ram.

 Publ ic  Percept ions
A  J u l y  2 0 0 1  s u r v e y  b y  M a r k e t W i s e ,  I n c . ,  f o r  t h e  C h a r l o t t e
T ranspo r t a t i on  Depa r tmen t ,  f ound  t ha t  mos t  peop le  l ea rned
abou t  t he  Sa feL igh t  p rog ram th rough  t e l ev i s i on  news ,
n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s ,  c a m e r a s  a n d  s i g n s .  O n e  t h i r d  o f
r esponden t s  ag reed  t ha t  t he  p rog ram has  changed  t he i r
d r iv ing  behav io r. ( con t .  on  pg .  2 )

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  o p - e d  a p p e a r e d  i n  T h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  I n q u i r e r,

June  21 ,  2002 ,  and  i s  rep r in ted  w i th  the  permiss ion  o f  the  au thor .
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By Sen .  S tewar t  J .  Green lea f

S t o p  o r  g o ?  T h e  l i g h t  h a s  j u s t  t u r n e d  r e d  a n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n

f l i t s  a c r o s s  t h e  b r a i n .  A  q u i c k  g l a n c e :  n o  p o l i c e ?  O K– g o !

F a c e d  w i t h  t h a t  s p l i t - s e c o n d  d e c i s i o n ,  h u n d r e d s  o f
t h o u s a n d s  o f  d r i v e r s  e a c h  y e a r  o p t  t o  h i t  t h e  g a s  a n d  r u n
t h e  r e d  l i g h t .  I t ’ s  a  s e r i o u s  g a m b l e ,  o f t e n  w i t h  d e a d l y
r e s u l t s .  I n  2 0 0 0 ,  r u n n i n g  r e d  l i g h t s  c a u s e d  1 0 6 , 0 0 0
c r a s h e s ,  8 9 , 0 0 0  i n j u r i e s  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  f a t a l i t i e s .

( c o n t .  o n  p g .  3 )
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A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s u r v e y,  9 8 %  o f  r e s i d e n t s  a r e
aware  o f  t he  p rog ram,  and  84% be l i eve  t he
S a f eL i g h t  p r o g r a m  i s  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  h a s  h e l p e d  t o  r e d u c e  r e d - l i g h t
r u n n i n g .  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f
o p e r a t i o n  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  p e r c e p t i o n  i s
c o r r e c t .  C r a s h e s  c a u s e d  b y  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n e r s
d r o p p e d  3 7 %  a t  S a f e L i g h t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a n d
c r a s h  s e v e r i t y  w a s  r e d u c e d  b y  1 6 % .

T h e  c i t y  h a s  f o u n d  t h a t  s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  e x t e n d
b e y o n d  t h e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .  A s
o f  O c t o b e r  2 0 0 1 ,  d a t a  s h o w e d  a  9 %  d r o p  i n  r e d
l i g h t  r u n n i n g  a t  a l l  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  s i n c e
Cha r l o t t e  began  t he  Sa feL igh t  p rog ram.

Fo r  mo re  i n f o rma t i on  on  t he  Cha r l o t t e
S a f e L i g h t  p r o g r a m ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  C l e m e n t
G ibson ,  704 -336 -4905  o r
c g i b s o n @ c i . c h a r l o t t e . n c . u s .

( con t .  f r om pg .1 )
Charlotte’s SafeLight Program

Upcoming  Even ts
Get Ready for Stop on Red Week
M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s  a n d  s t a r t  p l a n n i n g
n o w  f o r  2 0 0 2 ’s  S t o p  o n  R e d  We e k
( S e p t e m b e r  7 - 1 3 ,  2 0 0 2 ) .  N a t i o n a l  S t o p  o n
R e d  We e k ,  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  F H WA ,  i s  a
w e e k  d e d i c a t e d  t o  e d u c a t i n g  A m e r i c a n s
a b o u t  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  r u n n i n g  r e d  l i g h t s .
Th i s  i s  a  s t r ong  oppo r tun i t y  t o  pub l i c i z e
t h e  i s s u e  i n  y o u r  a r e a .

N a t i o n a l  S t o p  o n  R e d  We e k  t a k e s  p l a c e
d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f u l l  w e e k  o f  S e p t e m b e r
e v e r y  y e a r,  g o i n g  f r o m  S a t u r d a y  t o  F r i d a y.

T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  t o  S t o p  R e d  L i g h t
R u n n i n g  i s  p l a n n i n g  a  n u m b e r  o f  r e g i o n a l
k i c k - o f f s  a s  w e l l  a s  a  n a t i o n a l  k i c k - o f f  i n
S t .  L o u i s  a t  t h e  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e
N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  G o v e r n o r s ’
H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o n
S e p t e m b e r  9 .  M o r e  d e t a i l s  w i l l  f o l l o w  i n
n e x t  m o n t h ’s  n e w s l e t t e r.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  S t o p  o n  R e d  We e k
o r  f o r  i d e a s  o n  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  h o l d  i n  y o u r
communi ty,  p l ea se  v i s i t
 h t t p : / / w w w. f h w a . d o t . g o v / s a f e t y /
f o u r t h l e v e l / p r o _ r e s _ s r l r _ w e e k . h t m  o r  c a l l
T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  t o  S t o p  R e d  L i g h t
R u n n i n g  a t  2 0 2 - 8 2 8 - 9 1 0 0 .

Ticket ing Goes Dig i ta l  in  Howard
County;  Technology:  A  Columbia
intersect ion becomes the f i rs t  in  the
state  equipped wi th  a  new d ig i ta l  red
l ight  camera
J u n e  2 5 ,  2 0 0 2  The  Ba l t imo re  Sun

H o w a r d  C o u n t y,  M a r y l a n d  i n s t a l l e d  i t s  f i r s t
n e w  d i g i t a l  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  t o  c a t c h  r e d  l i g h t
r u n n e r s .  T h e  c o u n t y  h a s  o r d e r e d  t h r e e  m o r e
d i g i t a l  c a m e r a s ,  a n d  H a r f o r d  C o u n t y  p l a n s
t o  i n s t a l l  s i x  d i g i t a l  c a m e r a s  s t a r t i n g  i n
S e p t e m b e r .

D i g i t a l  c a m e r a s  w i l l  e x p e d i t e  t h e  c i t a t i o n
p r o c e s s  b y  t r a n s m i t t i n g  d i g i t a l  i m a g e s  o f
s u s p e c t e d  v i o l a t o r s  o v e r  a  d e d i c a t e d
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  l i n e  a c c e s s i b l e  o n l y  b y
p o l i c e  d i r e c t l y  t o  a  p r o c e s s i n g  c e n t e r  w h e r e
t h e y  c a n  b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n a l y z e d  i n s t e a d  o f
t a k i n g  p h o t o g r a p h s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  d e v e l o p e d
a n d  s c a n n e d  i n t o  a  c o m p u t e r.

Wi t h  t h e  n e w  c a m e r a s ,  v i o l a t o r s  w i l l  r e c e i v e
c i t a t i o n s  b y  m a i l  w i t h i n  t w o  w e e k s .

T h e s e  n e w  c a m e r a s  w i l l  s u p p l e m e n t  H o w a r d
C o u n t y ’s  2 4  s t a n d a r d  f i l m  c a m e r a s ,  a n d
t i c k e t s  f r o m  b o t h  i n c l u d e  a  $ 7 5  c i t a t i o n  w i t h
n o  i n s u r a n c e  p o i n t s  d e d u c t e d .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,
r e d  l i g h t  r u n n e r s  c a u g h t  b y  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s
c a n  b e  f i n e d  u p  t o  $ 5 0 0  a n d  l o s e  a n y w h e r e
f r o m  t w o  t o  e i g h t  i n s u r a n c e  p o i n t s .

School  Bus  Dr iver  Runs Red L ight ,
H i ts  Van ,  CHP Repor ts
June  15 ,  2002  San  D iego  Un ion -Tr i bune

C a l i f o r n i a  H i g h w a y  P a t r o l  a c c i d e n t
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  s a y  a  S a n  M a r c o s  U n i f i e d
Schoo l  D i s t r i c t  bus  d r i ven  by  Co l l een  Wi l son ,
5 1 ,  c o l l i d e d  w i t h  a  v a n  i n  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a f t e r
Wi l s o n  r a n  a  r e d  l i g h t .

 T h e  v a n ’s  d r i v e r,  J a c o b  R o d r i g u e s ,  6 5 ,  h a d
e n t e r e d  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  l e g a l l y  o n  a  g r e e n
l i g h t .   R o d r i g u e s  a n d  a  4  o r  5 -  y e a r - o l d  g i r l
w h o  w a s  o n  t h e  b u s  w e r e  t a k e n  t o  a  h o s p i t a l ,
t r e a t e d  f o r  m i n o r  i n j u r i e s  a n d  r e l e a s e d .

News summar ies  f rom across  the  na t ion

Red light running toll continues

( c o n t .  o n  p g .  4 )



P e n n s y l v a n i a  h a d  a n  e s t i m a t e d  7 , 4 8 0  r e d -
l i g h t  c r a s h e s .  H e r e ,  3 8  p e o p l e  w e r e  k i l l e d
a n d  9 , 0 0 0  i n j u r e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  5 3  p e d e s t r i a n s .

Red - l i gh t  r unn ing ,  t he  l ead ing  cause  o f
u r b a n  a u t o m o b i l e  c r a s h e s ,  i s  a  p l a g u e  o n
c i t i e s .  I t  e n d a n g e r s  s u b u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t o o ,  w h e r e  s i g n a l i z e d
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a r e  o f t e n  f a r  a p a r t  a n d  c a r s
b u i l d  u p  s p e e d  b e t w e e n  s t o p s .  T h e
l i k e l i h o o d  o f  i n j u r y  i s  h i g h e r  w i t h  r e d - l i g h t
r u n n i n g  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  c a u s e  o f  c o l l i s i o n .

A n d  t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  g e t t i n g  w o r s e .  F r o m  1 9 9 2
t o  1 9 9 8 ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  f a t a l  c r a s h e s  a t
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  j u m p e d  1 9  p e r c e n t  n a t i o n a l l y,
w i t h  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n i n g  b e i n g  t h e  s i n g l e  m o s t
f r e q u e n t  c a u s e  -  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  t i m e s  t h e
r a t e  o f  i n c r e a s e  f o r  a l l  o t h e r  f a t a l  c r a s h e s
du r i ng  t he  same  pe r i od .  The  t r end  t ook
ano the r  huge  l eap  i n  2000 ,  i n c reas ing
a lmost  10  percent  over  the  prev ious  year.

Mo re  t han  ha l f  o f  t hose  dea ths  we re
i n n o c e n t  o c c u p a n t s  i n  o t h e r  v e h i c l e s  a n d
pedes t r ians ,  mos t  f requent l y  ch i ld ren  and  the
e lder l y.  In  add i t i on  to  the  loss  o f  l i f e  and
hea l th ,  the  f inanc ia l  cos t  i s  es t imated  to  be
as  much  as  $7  b i l l i on  a  year.

T h e  A m e r i c a n  p u b l i c  i s  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d
w i t h  t h e  r e c e n t  r i s e  i n  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n i n g .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  9 6  p e r c e n t  o f  d r i v e r s  f e a r
t h e y  w i l l  g e t  h i t  b y  a  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n e r  w h e n
t h e y  e n t e r  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n .

Ye t ,  amaz ing ly,  55 .8  percen t  o f  Amer icans
admi t  to  runn ing  red  l igh ts .  The lead ing
excuse  g iven  fo r  red  l i gh t  runn ing  i s  s imp ly
“be ing in  a  hur ry ” .

Th is  sense  o f  en t i t l ement  –my t ime i s  more
va luab le  than your  sa fe ty  –combined w i th  a
low expec ta t ion  o f  be ing  caugh t  i s
respons ib le  fo r  rampant  d is respec t  fo r  the
ru les  o f  the  road and an upward  t rend in  a l l
fo rms o f  aggress ive  dr iv ing ,  no t  on ly  red- l igh t
running.  Howeve r,  t he  p rob lem o f  red - l i gh t
r u n n i n g  i s n ’ t  e a s i l y  a d d r e s s e d  b y  t h e
t r a d i t i o n a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  t e c h n i q u e s  o f
o b s e r v a t i o n ,  c h a s e ,  a n d  c i t a t i o n ,  w h i c h  c a n

Sen.  Greenleaf 's  op-ed
( con t .  f r om pg .  1 )

be  d i f f i cu l t  and  dange rous  and  requ i r e  a
t r emendous  amoun t  o f  po l i ce  manpower.  The
mos t  e f f ec t i ve  coun te rmeasu re  ava i l ab le
a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,
e n f o r c e m e n t ,  a n d  r e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a s ,  w h i c h
c a n  c a p t u r e  a n d  p r o c e s s  a  v i o l a t i o n  w i t h o u t
a  dange rous  pu r su i t .

Red - l i gh t  camera  t echno logy,  a  p roven
m e t h o d  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r s e c t i o n  s a f e t y,  i s
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o m i s i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e
dange rs  o f  r ed - l i gh t  r unne rs .  Th i s
t echno logy  has  y i e l ded  unden iab l e  p roo f  o f
i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  I n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  r e d - l i g h t -
r unn ing  f a t a l i t i e s  we re  r educed  f r om  16  t o
t w o  i n  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  y e a r s  o f  p h o t o
e n f o r c e m e n t ,  w h i c h  b e g a n  i n  l a t e  1 9 9 9 .

Red - l i gh t  cameras  a re  on l y  t r i gge red  when  a
c a r  v i o l a t e s  t h e  l i g h t .  T h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  c a r  i s
p h o t o g r a p h e d ,  a n d  a  c i t a t i o n  i s  s e n t  t o  t h e
reg i s t e red  owne r,  who  can  reques t
a b a t e m e n t  i f  h e  w a s  n o t  t h e  d r i v e r.  N o  p o i n t s
a r e  a s s e s s e d  a n d  i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s  a r e  n o t
a f f ec ted .  Cou r t s  have  repea ted l y  r u l ed  t ha t
p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  d o e s  n o t  v i o l a t e  a n y  c i v i l
l i b e r t i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  o p p o n e n t s  c o n t e n d  t h e i r
“ r i g h t s ”  a r e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  s a f e t y
o f  o t h e r s .

Agg ress i ve  d r i v i ng  i s  no t  a  r i gh t  and  red -
l i g h t  c a m e r a s  p r e s e n t  n o  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e
d r i ve r s .  Bu t ,  behav io ra l  change  requ i res
c o n s i s t e n t  e n f o r c e m e n t .  P h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t
can  reve rse  t he  t r end  t owa rd  t h i s
i r r espons ib le  behav io r.  The  Sena te
T ranspo r ta t i on  Commi t t ee  has  vo ted
f a v o r a b l y  o n  a  b i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  p e r m i t  i t .

N o w,  i t  i s  t i m e  f o r  t h e  f u l l  s t a t e  S e n a t e  t o
s w i f t l y  p a s s  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  s e n d  i t  t o
the  House  o f  Rep resen ta t i ves ,  whe re
c o m p a n i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  langu ish ing .
We shou ld  make th is  l i fe -sav ing  too l  ava i lab le
w i thou t  de lay.

S t e w a r t  J .  G re e n l e a f ,  a  R e p u b l i c a n
re p re s e n t i n g  M o n t g o m e r y  a n d  B u c k s
c o u n t i e s ,  i s  t h e  s p o n s o r  o f  P e n n s y l v a n n i a
S e n a t e  B i l l  7 0 4  t h a t  w o u l d  p e r m i t  f i n e s  t o
b e  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  v e h i c l e s
c a p t u re d  o n  c a m e r a  d r i v i n g  t h ro u g h  re d
l i g h t s .

***
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Off ic ia l  re fuses to  d ismiss charges in  fa ta l  crash;  At torney argues that
intent ional ly  running a  red l ight  is  not  a  cr ime
June  6 ,  2002  Mi lwaukee  Jou rna l  Sen t i ne l

Waukesha County Court  Commissioner  Laura  Lau decl ined to  dismiss  charges  agains t  a  t ruck dr iver
whose a t torney argued that  in tent ional ly  running a  red l ight  and causing a  fa ta l  crash is  not  a  cr iminal
offense .  At torney Rober t  Le  Bel l  a rgued tha t  h is  c l ient ,  Thomas Tsoupeis ,  37 ,  should  face  no  more  than
non-criminal traffic t ickets after Tsoupeis intentionally ran a red light to avoid dumping the concrete in his
overloaded 75,000- pound truck. Tsoupeis allegedly sounded his horn and drove through the light,  hitting a
minivan, killing its driver and critically injuring the minivan’s passenger.

Le Bel l  c la imed charges  of  homicide  by negl igent  opera t ion of  a  vehic le  and causing great  bodi ly  harm by
reckless  dr iv ing should  be  dropped s ince  o ther  cour t  ru l ings  have  s ta ted  running a  red  l ight  does  not
necessar i ly  r i se  to  c r imina l  negl igence .   The  cour t  denied  Le  Bel l ’s  mot ion  to  d ismiss  the  case  and
scheduled a  prel iminary hear ing next  month.

Motor is ts  P lead Thei r  Cases
June  23 ,  2002  The  Greensbo ro  News  &  Reco rd

T h e  a r t i c l e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  a p p e a l  p r o c e s s e s  f o r  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  v i o l a t i o n  c a s e s  i n  t h e
f i v e  c i t i e s  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  t h a t  h a v e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  I n  H i g h  P o i n t ,  5 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  8 2 1
p e o p l e  w h o  a p p e a l e d  t h e i r  r e d  l i g h t  f i n e s  w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  c i t a t i o n s  d i s m i s s e d .
High Point  “adjudicat ion off icers ,"  as  the  people  who hear  red  l ight  camera  t icket  appeals  are  ca l led ,  say
the  h igh  ra te  of  success  for  appea ls  in  the i r  c i ty  i s  due  to  the i r  use  of  increased  d iscre t ion  when hear ing
cases .

The North  Carol ina  legis la ture  has  g iven c i t ies  the  f reedom to  decide  who wi l l  hear  appeals  as  long as  the
person chosen is  impar t ia l  and knowledgeable  of  the  laws.   High Point ,  Wilmington and Fayet tevi l le
employ univers i ty  professors  as  ad judica t ion  off icers .   Char lo t te  employs  a  re t i red  CIA worker,  a  re t i red
IBM employee and a  re t i red  teacher,  and Greensboro employs  f ive  lawyers  to  hear  appeals .   The ra te  of
people  winning appeals  in  Wilmington,  Fayet tevi l le ,  Char lo t te  and Greensboro are  19 percent ,  17
percent ,  17  percent ,  and 24 percent ,  respect ive ly.   Dr ivers  who run red  l ights  a re  f ined  $50 and g iven 21
days  to  pay or  appeal  the  f ine .   The  money col lec ted  f rom t ickets  i s  sp l i t  be tween the  c i ty  and the  vendor,
wi th  the  major i ty  of  each  c i ty’s  por t ion  going to  pay  the  adjudica t ion  off icers .

O u r  O p i n i o n s :  F o r  S a f e r  R o a d s ,  P u l l  O u t  A l l  S t o p s
J u n e  2 7 ,  2 0 0 2  T h e  A t l a n t a  J o u r n a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n

T h e  e d i t o r i a l  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  G e o r g i a  r o a d s  a n d  G o v e r n o r  R o y  B a r n e s ’  n e w  p r o g r a m  t o
c o m b a t  a g g r e s s i v e  d r i v i n g  i n  G e o rg i a .   H E AT -  H i g h w a y  E n f o r c e m e n t  o f  A g g r e s s i v e  Tr a f f i c -  i s  a
2 4  v e h i c l e  p o l i c e  s q u a d  t a r g e t i n g  a g g r e s s i v e  d r i v i n g ,  D U I ,  a n d  s p e e d i n g  i n  t h e  m e t r o  a r e a .

G o v e r n o r  B a r n e s  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  p r o b l e m  i n  G e o r g i a  a n d  i s  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  i n c r e a s e d  p o l i c e
p r e s e n c e  o n  t h e  r o a d s ,  l o w e r  s p e e d  l i m i t s ,  a n d  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  t e c h n o l o g y  i n c l u d i n g  r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a s .   B a r n e s  m e n t i o n s  t h a t  a  f e w  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  G e o rg i a  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  a r e
s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  i n c r e a s e d  s a f e t y  o n  t h e  r o a d s  b y  r e f u s i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  p r o g r a m s  i n c r e a s i n g
D U I  a n d  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t .   T h o s e  l e g i s l a t o r s  r e f u s e d  t o  r a i s e  t h e  d r i v i n g  a g e  l a s t  y e a r  a n d
c l o s e  a  D U I  l o o p h o l e  e n a b l i n g  r e p e a t  o f f e n d e r s  t o  a v o i d  a u t o m a t i c  l i c e n s e  s u s p e n s i o n  b y  r e f u s i n g
t o  t a k e  s o b r i e t y  t e s t s  t h i s  y e a r.

H i g h e r  p o l i c e  p r e s e n c e  o n  G e o r g i a  r o a d s  s e r v e s  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  s p e e d i n g  i s  n o t  t o l e r a t e d ,  a n d
t h e  i n c r e a s e d  u s e  o f  t r a f f i c  m o n i t o r i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  h e l p s  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h i s  e n f o r c e m e n t .   B a r n e s
a n s w e r s  t h o s e  i n  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  w h o  o p p o s e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  o n  p r i v a c y  g r o u n d s  b y
c o u n t e r i n g ,  “ T h e r e  i s  n o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  t o  t a k e  a  l i f e  b e c a u s e  o f  r e c k l e s s n e s s  i n  a n
automobile .   I f  you want  to  be pr ivate ,  don’t  dr ive  an automobile .”

T h e  e d i t o r i a l  c o n c l u d e s  b y  a s k i n g  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  t o  c o m m i t  t o  s a f e r  r o a d s  a n d
t h e  u s e  o f  a u t o m a t e d  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  c a t c h  o f f e n d e r s .

( con t .  f r om pg .  2 )
Red l ight  running  News



Spot l ight  on  TEA-21
O n  T h u r s d a y,  J u n e  2 7  t h e  H i g h w a y s  a n d  Tr a n s i t  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  U . S .  H o u s e  o f

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  H o u s e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  C o m m i t t e e  h e l d  a  h e a r i n g  o n

h i g h w a y  s a f e t y  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  i t s  w o r k  o n  t h e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  E q u i t y  A c t  f o r  t h e  2 1 st

Century (TEA-21), the multi-billion dollar transportation bill that will be reauthorized next year.

A t  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  C o n g r e s s m a n  B o b  B o r s k i  ( D - PA ) ,  r a n k i n g  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  s u b c o m m i t t e e ,

a s k e d  a  q u e s t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s .

B u d  Wr i g h t ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( F H WA )  r e s p o n d e d

b y  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  F H WA  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  a  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n t e r s e c t i o n  s a f e t y  p r o g r a m .  H e

s t a t e d  t h a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  s a f e t y  i s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  i s  a n  e m e r g i n g  i s s u e  o f  c o n c e r n

i n  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  –  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g .   Wr i g h t  a d d e d  t h a t

a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n a l y s i s .   H e

s t r e s s e d  t h a t  w h e n  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  p r o g r a m s  a r e  i m p l e m e n t e d  c o r r e c t l y,  t h e y  a r e

e x t r e m e l y  e f f e c t i v e .  Wr i g h t  c i t e d  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  i n  O x n a r d ,  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  t h e

p o s i t i v e  s p i l l o v e r  e f f e c t s  t h a t  h a v e  r e s u l t e d .

D r.  J e f f  R u n g e ,  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

( N H T S A ) ,  s a i d  t h e  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s s u e  h a s  b e e n  s t u d i e d

e x t e n s i v e l y  b y  t h e  I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y.   H e  s a i d  d r i v e r s  s h o u l d  h a v e  a

r i g h t  t o  t r a v e l  t h r o u g h  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o n  a  g r e e n  l i g h t  a n d  n o t  b e  h i t  b y  s o m e o n e  w h o  i s

go ing  t h rough  a  r ed  l i gh t .

A s  t h e  U . S .  C o n g r e s s  b e g i n s  t o  f o c u s  o n  t h e  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  T E A - 2 1 ,  w e  w i l l  b e

w a t c h i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  c l o s e l y  a n d  i n f o r m i n g  y o u  o n  f u t u r e  c o m m e n t s  a n d  d e b a t e s  o n  t h e  i s s u e

o f  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing .

Recent  Events

The  Na t i ona l  Campa ign  to  S top  Red  L igh t  Runn ing  exh ib i t ed  a t  L i f esave rs

20  i n  O r l ando ,  F l o r i da  ( June  9 -11 ) .  The  L i f esave rs  Con fe rence  i s  a

na t i ona l  h i ghway  sa fe t y  mee t i ng  ded i ca ted  t o  reduc ing  t he  t r ag i c  t o l l  o f

dea ths  and  i n j u r i es  on  ou r  na t i on ’ s  r oadways  w i t h  a t t endance  by  nea r l y

1 ,600  pa r t i c i pan t s .  Ou r  boo th  ga rne red  i n t e res t  f r om  con fe rence

a t t endees  f r om th roughou t  t he  coun t r y.

The  Campa ign  s i gned  up  a lmos t  200  new  members  t o  he l p  s t op  r ed  l i gh t

r unn ing  and  suppo r t  t he  use  o f  r ed  l i gh t  cameras  i n  l oca l i t i e s  na t i onw ide .   We  t hank

eve ryone  who  s topped  by  and  l ook  f o rwa rd  t o  wo rk i ng  w i t h  a l l  o f  ou r  new  members .   We

a l so  hope  t ha t  L i f esave rs  w i l l  i n c l ude  a  m in i - t r ack  o r  f u l l  t r ack  on  red  l i gh t  r unn ing

i s s u e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .
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N e w  Yo r k  A s s e m b l y  B i l l  7 2 6 6 a  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  w h e r e  t r a f f i c - c o n t r o l
s i g n a l  p h o t o m o n i t o r i n g  d e v i c e s  m a y  b e  i n s t a l l e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  i n  N e w  Yo r k  C i t y.   T h i s  b i l l  i s  p e n d i n g
i n  t h e  A s s e m b l y  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .   S e v e r a l  o t h e r  b i l l s  a r e  p e n d i n g  b u t  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  p a s s  t h i s
yea r.

T h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  S e n a t e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  v o t e d  9 - 5  i n  f a v o r  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  7 0 4  t o
a u t h o r i z e  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  c a m e r a s  a t  h i g h  r i s k  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a .
T h e  H o u s e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  a m e n d e d  S B  2 3 8  t o  i n c l u d e  a  r e d  l i g h t  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p i l o t
p r o g r a m  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t h r o u g h  2 0 0 5 .   T h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  t h e  f u l l  H o u s e  1 7 4 - 2 3 ,  b u t  t h e  H o u s e  a n d
S e n a t e  c o u l d  n o t  r e s o l v e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  o n  t h e  b i l l  p r i o r  t o  r e c e s s i n g  f o r  t h e  s u m m e r  l a s t  w e e k .
T h e  i s s u e  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  u p  a g a i n  i n  t h e  f a l l  w h e n  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  r e c o n v e n e s .   A l l  o t h e r  r e d  l i g h t
r u n n i n g  b i l l s  a r e  s t i l l  p e n d i n g  i n  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e s .

T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  u p d a t e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  i s  a  s y n o p s i s  o f  r e c e n t  b i l l s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a u t o m a t e d
en fo rcemen t .  Fo r  a  more  comprehens i ve  l i s t ,  p l ease  see  Advoca tes  f o r  H ighway  and  Au to  Sa fe t y ’ s  webpage  a t
www.saferoads.org.

Legis lat ive  Update

W E WA N T  T O  H E A R

F R O M Y O U!
S A F E T Y  F O C U S  is  publ ished
monthly,  wi th occasional  breaks, by

T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  to  Stop
Red L ight  Running

S u i t e  7 0 0 ,  1 5 0 1  M  S t .  N W
Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 0 0 5

W e ' d  l o v e  t o  h e a r  y o u r  c o m m e n t s
o r  s t o r y  i d e a s ,  a n d  w e ' d  b e  h a p p y
t o  p r o v i d e  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  the
Campa ign .  We can  be  r e a c h e d  at
202-828-9100 or
b p l e v e l i c h @ b l a k e y - a g n e w. c o m .
O r  v i s i t  u s  o n  t h e  w e b  a t
w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .
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