
P u b l i s h e d  b y  T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m pa i g n  t o  St o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g

Vo lume  S i x ,  No .1 J a n u a r y  2 0 0 7

SAFET Y FOCU S

B a r b a r a  H a r s h a
Execu t i ve  D i r ec to r

Gove rno rs  H ighway  Sa fe t y  Assoc ia t i on

B r i a n  O ’ N e i l l
Former  Pres iden t

Insu rance  Ins t i t u te  fo r  H ighway  Sa fe ty

J u d i t h  L e e  S t o n e
Pres iden t  and  Execu t i ve  D i rec to r

Advoca tes  fo r  H ighway  and  Au to  Sa fe ty

H a r r y  Te t e r
Pres iden t ,  Amer i can  T rauma Soc ie ty

D r.  A n t h o n y  K a n e
Direc tor  o f  Eng ineer ing  and

Te c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s
Am.  Assoc .  o f  S ta te  H ighway  and  T ranspor ta t i on

O f f i c i a l s  ( A A S H T O )

A n n  S w e e t
Founder ,  Focus  on  Sa fe ty

B i l l  W i l k i n s o n
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

Nat ional  Center  for  Bicyc l ing and Walk ing

B r y a n  P o r t e r,  P h .  D
Assoc ia te  P ro fesso r  o f  Psycho logy

O ld  Domin ion  Un i ve rs i t y

D r.  R i c a r d o  M a r t i n e z
Cl in i ca l  P ro fesso r  o f  Emergency  Med ic ine  a t  Emory

Un i ve rs i t y
Former  Admin is t ra to r  o f  t he  Na t iona l  H ighway  T ra f f i c

Sa fe ty  Admin is t ra t i on

A l l e n  F i e l d s
Ret i red  Ch ie f  Jus t i ce

Repub l i c  o f  t he  Marsha l l  I s l ands

J o h n  M c G i n n e s s
Sher i f f

Sacramento County,  CA

Te r r y  G a i n e r
Sergeant-At -Arms

U.S.  House o f  Representa t i ves

E a r l  S w e e n e y
Assistant  Commissioner

New Hampshire Dept.  of  Publ ic Safety

P e t e r  H a r k n e s s
Edi to r  and  Pub l i sher
Govern ing  Magaz ine

J o h n  U l c z y c k i
Nat ional  Safety Counci l

Andy Clarke
Execut ive  Di rec tor

League of  Amer ican Bicyc l is ts

www.s top red l i gh t runn ing .com

T H E  N AT I O N A L
C A M PA I G N  T O  S T O P

R E D  L I G H T  R U N N I N G
A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D

T h i s  i s s u e  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  v e t o  o f  t h e  a n t i - c a m e r a  l e g i s l a t i o n
i n  O h i o ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  n e w  c i t i z e n  s u r v e y  o n  c a m e r a s  f r o m
Canada ,  a  2007  l eg i s l a t i ve  p rev iew  and  a  rev iew  o f  a l l
p e n d i n g  a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n .

A grueling two-year fight in the Ohio legislature over the
future of  automated traff ic  enforcement cameras ended
on Jan.  5th when outgoing Ohio Governor Robert  Taft
vetoed legis la t ion that  had been s t rongly opposed by a
broad colai t ion of ci t ies and traff ic safety organizations.

House Bil l  56,  i f  approved,  would have effectively
prevented a growing number of Ohio communities from
using red l ight  and speed l imit  enforcement cameras by
enacting a number of highly-restrictive requirements on
the use of  the technology.

Taft 's  veto message said the red l ight  camera bi l l
violated the r ight  of  ci t ies  and local  governments to pass
laws affecting their jurisdictions.

"Local governments and their  law enforcement agencies
have the best  knowledge of  their  s treets ,  including the
location of their  most  dangerous intersections.  Along
with this knowledge, they must have the abil i ty and
flexibili ty to enforce traffic laws for the safety of all
Ohio ci t izens,"  Taft  said in a statement.

The governor also said the legislation "unjustifiably
eliminates the discret ion of our locally elected and
locally accountable officials  in favor of a one-size-fi ts-
all  method with essentially unenforceable penalties."

I t  was  Taf t ’s  second veto  in  recent  weeks but  only the
fourth of  his  eight  years in off ice.  The veto was Taft 's
last  off icial  act ion as  the governor of  Ohio.  Ted
Strickland,  the incoming governor,  said he also would
have vetoed the bi l l .

Ohio Governor Vetoes
Bad Anti-Camera Bi l l

( con t i nued  on  Page  2 )
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Tr a ff i c  s a f e t y  a d v o c a t e s  a l l  a c r o s s  O h i o
w e r e  e c s t a t i c  w h e n  w o r d  o f  t h e  v e t o  w a s
a n n o u n c e d .

“ T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ’s  a t t e m p t  t o  s h u t  d o w n  l o c a l
t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  p r o g r a m s  w a s  i r r e s p o n s i b l e
a n d  t h e  G o v e r n o r ’s  v e t o  i s  a  v i c t o r y  f o r
p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o v e r  p o l i t i c s .  T h i s  w i l l  a l l o w
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  c o n t i n u e  s a v i n g  l i v e s
a n d  r e s t o r i n g  s a f e t y  a n d  c i v i l i t y  o n  O h i o
s t r e e t s , ”  s a i d  L e s l i e  B l a k e y,  E x e c u t i v e
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  t o  S t o p
R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g .

For  the  pas t  two years ,  the  c i t ies  wi th  automated
t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  e f f e c t i v e l y
i g n o r e d  b y  b o t h  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  l a w m a k e r s
w h o  d r a f t e d  t h e  n u m e r o u s  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  b i l l .
The  b i l l  even tua l ly  app roved  by  the  l eg i s l a tu re
h a d  s o  m a n y  r e s t r i c t i v e  p r o v i s i o n s  t h a t  c i t i e s
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  u s e  t e c h n o l o g y  t o
e n f o r c e  t r a f f i c  l a w s .

“ We  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  r e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r
did the right thing,” said Paul and Sue Oberhauser,
red light running survivor advocates from Somerset
i n  P e r r y  C o u n t y.

" A f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  s o  m a n y  h e a r i n g s  o n  t h i s
legislat ion,  i t  was obvious some of the legislators
w e r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  o w n  p e r s o n a l
exper ience  wi th  a  red  l igh t  running  crash  before
t h e y  c o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  t h i s  t e c h n o l o g y
i s  s o  n e e d e d  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s . ”

NOTABLE QUOTES
“I saw a  four-wheel  dr ive  s l ide  through a  red l ight  at  Kansas  and Summit  Street
Fr iday  n ight .  Dr ivers  get  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  se l f  conf idence  because  they’re  dr iv ing  a  four-
whee l  dr ive ,  but  i ce  i s  i ce  and nothing’s  go ing  to  s top .”

--  Arkansas City,  AR Police Chief  Dan Givens discussing the peri ls  of
dr iv ing on icy  s t ree ts  in  a  Dec.  4 th  ar t ic le  in  the  Arkansas  Ci ty  Traveler .

"It  scares  me that  so  many people  are  running  red  l ights .”
- -  Richardson,  TX Asst .  Pol ice  Chief  J im Spivey quoted in  a  Dec.  23rd

ar t ic le  in  the  Dallas  Morning News ,  descr ibing how three of  the  c i ty 's  red l ight  cameras
captured over  11,5000 violat ions in just  the f i rs t  nine months of  operat ion.

T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  a c t i v e l y  o p p o s e d  b y  t h e
O h i o  c i t i e s  o p e r a t i n g  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t
p r o g r a m s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  C a m p a i g n ,  T h e  O h i o
M u n i c i p a l  L e a g u e ,  T h e  O h i o  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
C h i e f s  o f  P o l i c e ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  I n s u r a n c e
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  T h e  O h i o  C o m m i t t e e  o n  Tr a u m a ,
A d v o c a t e s  f o r  H i g h w a y  a n d  A u t o  S a f e t y  a n d
s e v e r a l  O h i o  b i c y c l i n g  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n
a d v o c a c y  a s s o c i a t i o n s .

T h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  u n d i s p u t e d :
D a y t o n ,  w h i c h  b e g a n  i t s  p r o j e c t  i n  F e b r u a r y
o f  2 0 0 3 ,  h a s  s e e n  a  4 2  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n
c r a s h e s  a t  e i g h t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  m o n i t o r e d  b y
r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  To l e d o  h a s  s e e n  t r a f f i c
c r a s h e s  d r o p  3 6  p e r c e n t  s i n c e  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a s  w e r e  i n s t a l l e d .

T h e  C o l u m b u s  D i s p a t c h  r e c e n t l y  r e v i e w e d
t h e  s i x  m o n t h  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  i n i t i a l  s e t  o f
r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  i n s t a l l e d  i n  C o l u m b u s .

A m o n g  i t s  f i n d i n g s —  T h e r e  h a s  o n l y  b e e n  o n e
r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h  a t  t h e  t w o
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  c a m e r a s .
P r e v i o u s l y  e a c h  i n t e r s e c t i o n  h a s  r e c o r d e d
b e t w e e n  5  a n d  1 4  c r a s h e s  p e r  y e a r.
Vio l a t i ons  a l so  d ropped  f rom 1 ,684  v io l a t i ons
i n  M a r c h  t o  4 7 7  i n  A u g u s t .

S t a t e w i d e  p o l l i n g  c o n d u c t e d  b y  Z o g b y
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n  2 0 0 5  f o u n d  t h a t  a  m a j o r i t y  o f
O h i o a n s  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  s e e  t h e  s t a t e
l e g i s l a t u r e  r e s t r i c t  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s
t o  u s e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .

( con t i nued  f rom  Page  1 )
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2007  Sta te  Leg i s la t ive
Ef for t s  Taking  Shape
A f t e r  a  2 0 0 6  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e a s o n  w h i c h  s a w  c o n s i d e r a b l e
c o n f l i c t  o v e r  r e d  l i g h t  a n d  s p e e d  c a m e r a  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n
n u m e r o u s  s t a t e s ,  t h e  c o m i n g  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s  c o u l d
b e  j u s t  a s  c o m b a t i v e ,  b u t  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a  f e w  e n c o u r a g i n g
d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  r e c e n t  m o n t h s .

In  A l a b a m a ,  S e n .  S p e n c e r  C o l l i e r  ( R )  o f  M o b i l e  i n t e n d s  t o
a u t h o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a s  i n  M o b i l e .  T h e  b i l l  h a s  b e e n  s t r o n g l y  e n d o r s e d  b y  t h e
c i t y  a n d  c o m e s  a f t e r  a  r e c e n t  i n d e p e n d e n t  p o l l  s h o w e d  s t r o n g
l o c a l  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .

I n  F l o r i d a ,  R e p .  R o n  R e a g a n  ( R )  o f  S a r a s o t a  h a s  s i g n a l l e d  h i s
i n t e n t i o n  t o  a g a i n  a u t h o r  t h e  M a r k  Wa n d a l l  Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y
A c t .  A r e c o r d  n u m b e r  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  c o u n t i e s  h a v e  a s k e d
t h e i r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  s u p p o r t  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a s ,  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a d v o c a c y  e f f o r t s  h a v e  t h e  a d d e d
b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  p o s i t i v e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  i n
O r l a n d o ,  M e l b o u r n e  a n d  S a r a s o t a  C o u n t y  i n  2 0 0 6 .  ( s e e  N o v. /
D e c .  e d i t i o n  o f  S a f e t y  F o c u s )

In  H a w a i i ,  R e p .  J o e  S o u k i  ( D )  o f  Wa i h e e - Wa i l u k u  h a s
a n n o u n c e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s  t o  a g a i n  i n t r o d u c e  e n a b l i n g
l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s  o n  t h e  i s l a n d
o f  O a h u .  P r e v i o u s  b i l l s  h a v e  c o m e  c l o s e  t o  p a s s i n g ,  b u t  h a v e
c o m e  u p  s h o r t .  A n e w  p o s i t i v e  s i g n  r e c e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e
n e w s  m e d i a  i s  t h a t  R e p .  S o u k i  h a s  e n l i s t e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e
c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e .

In  M i s s o u r i ,  S e n .  J a s o n  C r o w e l l  ( R )  o f  C a p e  G i r a r d e a u  h a s
s igna l l ed  h i s  i n t en t i ons  t o  i n t roduce  ove r s igh t  l eg i s l a t i on  fo r
t h e  g r o w i n g  n u m b e r  o f  M i s s o u r i  c i t i e s  u s i n g  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a s .  I n  2 0 0 6 ,  C r o w e l l  a u t h o r e d  a  p r o h i b i t i o n  b i l l  f o r  r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a s  t h a t  w a s  l a t e r  m o d i f i e d  t o  a  s t a n d a r d s  b i l l  t h a t
w a s  n o t  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

A  N e w  J e r s e y  b i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  l i f t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p r o h i b i t i o n  o n
a u t o m a t e d  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o v e r  t o  t h e
2 0 0 7  s e s s i o n .

In  Te x a s ,  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  n e w  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t s  t o  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a s .  T h e  f i r s t ,  a u t h o r e d  b y  R e p .  C a r l  I s e t t  ( R )  o f
L u b b o c k ,  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a n d  i s
a l m o s t  i d e n t i c a l  t o  l e g i s l a t i o n  h e  a u t h o r e d  t w o  y e a r s  a g o  t h a t
w a s  n e v e r  t a k e n  u p  b y  t h e  S e n a t e .  A s e c o n d  b i l l ,  a u t h o r e d  b y
S e n .  J o h n  C a r o n a  ( R )  o f  D a l l a s  w o u l d  r e - d i r e c t  a l l  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a  r e v e n u e  t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  t r a u m a  c e n t e r s .

New Winnipeg
Survey  Shows
Strong Support
For Cameras
The Winnipeg Police
Services  in  Canada
recent ly released the
results  of  their  latest
citizen poll.

Winnipeg has one of the
most extensive red l ight
and speed l imit  camera
enforcement programs in
North America.

In  s tark  contras t  to  the
claims of photo
enforcement  opponents ,
support  for  both red l ight
and speed  cameras  has
increased s ince they were
installed.

Support  for  red l ight
cameras  i s  now 87.9
percent ,  up f rom 81
percent  before instal lat ion.

Approval  of  photo  radar
cameras also rose sl ightly
from 82.9  percent
compared  to  82 .3  percen t
before installation.

Perhaps most tel l ing,
approval  rat ings are  even
high in households that
have received a  photo
enforcement  t icket  (84
percent  for  intersect ion
cameras  and 79 percent  for
speed  cameras) .

Less  than 5  percent  of
respondents  said  they
wanted less traffic
enforcement.
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Three  Recent  Flor ida Crashes  Almost  Ident ical

Red  L ight  Running  Tragedy  Resu l t s  In
Widespread  Outpour ing  Of  Suppor t

Three  o f  F lo r i da ' s  mos t - r ecen t  f a t a l  r ed  l i gh t
r u n n i n g  c r a s h e s  a l l  h a p p e n e d  w i t h i n  a  s p a n  o f
f o u r  d a y s .  A l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t r a g i c a l l y
d e m o n s t r a t e d  w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  a
v e h i c l e  r u n s  a  r e d  l i g h t  a n d  c o l l i d e s  w i t h  a
t r a c t o r - t r a i l e r.

O n  D e c .  2 6 t h ,  D a y t o n a  B e a c h  p o l i c e  w e r e
c a l l e d  t o  a  h o r r i f i c  c r a s h  a f t e r  a  P o n t i a c
G r a n d  A m  d i s r e g a r d e d  a  r e d  l i g h t  a n d  s t r u c k  a
s e m i - t r u c k  i n  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n .

T h e  v e h i c l e  w a s  w e d g e d  u n d e r  t h e  t r u c k ' s
t r a i l e r  and  bu r s t  i n to  f l ames  be fo r e  t he
t ruck ' s  d r i ve r  and  w i tne s se s  cou ld  a t t emp t  t o
r e s c u e  t h e  c a r ' s  4 2 - y e a r- o l d  d r i v e r.

A t  a l m o s t  t h e  e x a c t  s a m e  t i m e  t h e  v e r y  n e x t
d a y  i n  t h e  B r o w a r d  C o u n t y  t o w n  o f  D a n i a

B e a c h ,  p o l i c e  w e r e  c a l l e d  t o  a  v e r y  s i m i l a r
f a t a l  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  c r a sh .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  p o l i c e  r e p o r t s ,  a  5 4 - y e a r - o l d
woman  d i s r ega rded  a  r ed  t r a f f i c  l i gh t  and
s t r u c k  t h e  t r a i l e r  o f  a  s e m i - t r u c k  i n  a n
i n t e r s e c t i o n .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o
e x p l o s i o n  a n d  f i r e ,  b u t  t h e  w o m a n  w a s
p r o n o u n c e d  d e a d  a t  t h e  s c e n e .

O n  D e c .  2 9 t h ,  t h e  s a m e  s c e n a r i o  u n f o l d e d
a g a i n  i n  C l a y  C o u n t y  w h e n  a  4 7 - y e a r  o l d
woman  d i s r ega rded  a  r ed  t r a f f i c  l i gh t  and
s t r u c k  a  s e m i - t r u c k .

A  1 5 - y e a r - o l d  g i r l  w h o  w a s  a  p a s s e n g e r  i n  t h e
c a r  s u s t a i n e d  s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s  a n d  r e m a i n e d
hosp i t a l i zed .  Po l i ce  were  s t i l l  i nves t i ga t i ng
t h e  c r a s h .

A  s h o c k i n g  c r a s h  o n  C h r i s t m a s  E v e  t h a t
k i l l e d  a  m o t h e r  a n d  t w o  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  t h e
s a m e  f a m i l y  h a s  l e d  t o  a  p u b l i c  o u t p o u r i n g  o f
g r i e f  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y  f r o m  a c r o s s  U t a h .

G a r y  a n d  C h e r y l  C e r a n  a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n
w e r e  r e t u r n i n g  h o m e  f r o m  a  C h r i s t m a s  E v e
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  " A  C h r i s t m a s  C a r o l "  w h e n
p o l i c e  s a y  a  d r i v e r  r a n  a  r e d  l i g h t  a n d
s m a s h e d  i n t o  t h e i r  v e h i c l e .

T h e  c r a s h  k i l l e d  4 2 - y e a r - o l d  C h e r y l  C e r a n ,
h e r  1 5 - y e a r - o l d  s o n  I a n  a n d  h e r  7 - y e a r - o l d
d a u g h t e r  J u l i a n n a .  G a r y  C e r a n ,  t h e  f a m i l y ' s
f a t h e r,  a l o n g  w i t h  1 9 - y e a r - o l d  d a u g h t e r
C l a r i s s a  a n d  1 2 - y e a r - o l d  s o n  C a l e b  w e r e  a l l
in ju red .

T h e  f a m i l y ' s  l o s s  i s  o n l y  t h e  l a t e s t  t r a g e d y  t o
b e f a l l  t h e m ,  s i n c e  t h e y  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  l o s t
t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  t o  b r a i n  t u m o r s  a n d  t w o  t o
p r e m a t u r e  b i r t h .

M e d i a  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  p l i g h t  a n d  t h e
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  t e r r i b l e  e v e n t s  u n f o l d e d  o v e r
t h e  C h r i s t m a s  h o l i d a y  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  w i d e -
r a n g i n g  o f f e r s  o f  s u p p o r t .

A  D e c . 3 1 s t  n e w s  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  S a l t  L a k e
C i t y  Tr i b u n e  p r o f i l e d  s e v e r a l  e f f o r t s
u n d e r w a y  t o  h e l p  t h e  f a m i l y.

A  l o c a l  t h e a t r e  r a i s e d  o v e r  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  t h r o u g h
t w o  b e n e f i t  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  a  p l a y  a n d
n u m e r o u s  d o n a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  t o  t h e
f a m i l y  f r o m  p e o p l e  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  w h o
h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n .

L i g h t s t o n e  S t u d i o s ,  a  r e l i g i o u s - c e n t e r e d
p r o d u c e r  o f  m u s i c  a n d  v i d e o s ,   i s  s p o n s o r i n g
a  b e n e f i t  c o n c e r t  o n  J a n .  1 8 t h  i n  L e h i ,  U t a h
t h a t  w i l l  f e a t u r e  s e v e r a l  p o p u l a r  r e l i g i o u s
e n t e r t a i n e r s .

Va r i o u s  m e d i a  r e p o r t s  s i n c e  t h e  c r a s h  h a v e
o n l y  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d r i v e r  w h o
p o l i c e  s a y  c a u s e d  t h e  c r a s h  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e
u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a l c o h o l  a n d  w a s  i n  t h e
c o u n t r y  i l l e g a l l y.  T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o
i n d i c a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i f  h e  w i l l  b e
c i t e d  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  a c t  o f  r u n n i n g  t h e  r e d
l i g h t  w h i c h  c a u s e d  t h e  t r a g e d y.

A  w e b s i t e  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y  h a s  b e e n
e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  w w w. c e r a n f a m i l y f u n d . c o m
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RED L IGHT RUNNING SAFETY CAMERAS
Ohio :  HB 56  (Raussen )  wou ld  ban  the  u se  o f  au toma ted  en fo rcemen t  t echno logy.  The  fu l l  House  app roved
the  l eg i s l a t ion  on  5 /18 /05 .  Refe r red  to  the  Sena te  Commi t t ee  on  Highways  and  Transpor t a t ion .  Hear ings
were  he ld  on  10 /18 /05 ,  11 /2 /05 ,  3 /14 /06  and  12 /5 /06 .  A 13 th  subs t i tu te  ve rs ion  o f  the  l eg i s la t ion  was
approved  on  12 /05 /06  by  the  commi t t ee  and  the  fu l l  Sena te  approved  the  l eg i s l a t ion  on  12 /6 /06 ,  fo l lowed  by
the House on 12/12/06.  The legis lat ion was VETOED by Gov.  Taft  on 1/5/07 .

Texas :  HB 55  ( I se t t )  wou ld  p roh ib i t  any  Texas  communi ty  f rom us ing  au tomated  enfo rcement  t echno logy  to
en fo rce  t r a f f i c  c i t a t i ons .  Wou ld  r epea l  t he  s ec t ion  o f  t he  Texas  code  tha t  a l l ows  fo r  t he  c iv i l  en fo rcemen t
of  t r a f f i c  v io la t ions .  The  l eg i s la t ion  was  p re - f i l ed  on  11 /13 /06 .  No  fu r the r  ac t ion .

SB 125  (Carona)  wou ld  r e -d i rec t  a l l  r evenue  genera ted  by  Texas  r ed  l igh t  camera  p rograms  to  the  s t a t e
gene ra l  fund   fo r  d i s t r ibu t ion  to  the  s t a t e ' s  t r auma  cen te r s .  The  l eg i s l a t ion  was  p re - f i l ed  on  11 /29 /06 .  No
fur the r  ac t ion .

Virg in ia :  HB 718  (McQuigg)  wou ld  au tho r i ze  the  s t a t ewide  use  o f  r ed  l i gh t  camera  sys t ems  by  any  coun ty,
town  o r  c i ty  a f t e r  a  pub l i c  hea r ing  and  approva l  by  loca l  e l ec t ed  o f f i c i a l s .  C i t i e s  cou ld  p l ace  cameras  a t  up
to  25  in te r sec t ions .  P re - f i l ed  on  12 /10 /06 .  The  b i l l  was  re fe r red  to  the  House  Transpor ta t ion  Commit tee .

HB 1778  (Cosgrove)  wou ld  g ran t  loca l i t i e s  the  au thor i ty  to  ope ra te  t r a f f i c  s igna l  en fo rcement  sys t ems .
Loca l i t i e s  may  ins t a l l  pho to -moni to r ing  sys tems  a t  no  more  than  one  in t e r sec t ion  fo r  eve ry  10 ,000
res iden t s  a t  one  t ime .  P rov i s ions  wi th in  the  b i l l  l im i t  t he  use  and  r e t en t ion  o f  images  r eco rded  and  p rov ide
o the r  pa rame te r s  and  l imi t a t ions .  Loca l i t i e s  a r e  a l so  r equ i r ed  to  des igna te  a t  l ea s t  50  pe rcen t  o f  f i nes
co l l ec t ed  fo r  t r anspor t a t ion  purposes .  P re - f i l ed  on  12 /28 /06 .  The  b i l l  was  r e fe r red  to  the  House
Transpor ta t ion  Commit tee .

HB 1762  (Purkey)  would  g ran t  loca l i t i e s  the  au thor i ty  to  opera te  t r a f f i c  s igna l  en fo rcement  sys tems .
Loca l i t i e s  may  ins t a l l  pho to -mon i to r ing  sys t ems  a t  no  more  than  25  in t e r sec t ions  a t  one  t ime .  P rov i s ions
wi th in  the  b i l l  s e t  the  max imum f ine ,  l imi t  the  use  and  re ten t ion  o f  images  recorded ,  and  p rov ide  o the r
paramete rs  and  l imi ta t ions  fo r  loca l i t i e s .  P re - f i l ed  on  12 /27 /06 .  The  b i l l  was  re fe r red  to  the  House
Transpor ta t ion  Commit tee .

S  871  (Watk ins )  wou ld  au tho r i ze  t he  s t a t ewide  u se  o f  r ed  l i gh t  c amera  sys t ems  by  any  coun ty,  t own  o r  c i t y
a f t e r  a  pub l i c  hea r ing  and  approva l  by  loca l  e l ec t ed  o f f i c i a l s .  C i t i e s  cou ld  p l ace  cameras  a t  up  to  25
in te rsec t ions .  Pre - f i l ed  on  1 /08 /07 .  The  b i l l  was  re fe r red  to  the  Commit tee  on  Local  Government .

SPEEDING SAFETY CAMERAS

New Jersey:  A2064  (Gusc io ra )  wou ld  g ive  the  au thor i ty  to  use  pho to  r ada r  to  po l i ce  agenc ies  in  loca l i t i e s
t h a t  h a v e  p a s s e d  a u t h o r i z i n g  o r d i n a n c e s .  A u t o m a t e d  v i o l a t i o n s  w o u l d  b e  t r e a t e d  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  t r a f f i c
v io l a t i ons  i s sued  by  pa t ro l  o f f i ce r s .  Dr ive r s  wou ld  no t  be  i den t i f i ed  i n  t he  pho tog raphs .   The  b i l l  was
in t roduced  on  1 /26 /06 ,  approved  by  the  Law and  Pub l i c  Sa fe ty  Commi t t ee  on  5 /11 /05  and  amended  on  the
F loor  o f  the  Assembly  on  5 /22 /06 .

Pennsylvania:  Rep.  George  Kenney  has  announced  he  wi l l  r e in t roduce  h i s  l eg i s la t ion  f rom 2006  to
au tho r i ze  F i r s t  C l a s s  c i t i e s  i n  Pennsy lvan i a  t o  e s t ab l i sh  speed  camera  p rog rams  on  s t a t e  and  l oca l
h ighways .  The  l eg i s l a t ion  wou ld  immedia te ly  au thor i ze  the  p lacement  o f  speed  cameras  on  Rooseve l t  B lvd .
i n  Ph i l ade lph i a .  Revenue  f rom f ine s  wou ld  be  u sed  t o  con t ruc t  pedes t r i an  b r idges  ove r  t he  bou leva rd .


