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A  n e w  s t u d y  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a
e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  F a i r f a x  C o u n t y,
Vi rg i n i a  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  B o a r d
A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  l a s t  m o n t h .  T h e
s t u d y  p r o v i d e s  f u r t h e r  p r o o f  o f  t h e
o v e r w h e l m i n g  b e n e f i t s  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a s  b r i n g  t o  c o m m u n i t i e s .

T h e  s t u d y  a s s e s s e d  F a i r f a x  C o u n t y,
Vi rg i n i a ’s  t e n  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a n d
e v a l u a t e d  v i o l a t i o n  a n d  c r a s h  r a t e s  a t
c a m e r a  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .  T h e  F a i r f a x
C o u n t y  p r o g r a m  t a k e s  t w o  r e a r
p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  v e h i c l e s  r u n n i n g  r e d  l i g h t s ,  a n d  v i o l a t i o n
n o t i c e s  a r e  t h e n  s e n t  t o  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r.  T h e  f i n e
f o r  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  i s  $ 5 0  a n d  n o  p o i n t s  a r e  a s s e s s e d .  A
Vi rg i n i a  l a w  a l l o w i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  b y
l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  w a s  e n a c t e d  i n  1 9 9 5 .  A  b i l l  t o  e x p a n d  t h e
p r o g r a m  t o  m o r e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  i s
c u r r e n t l y  p e n d i n g  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

T h e  s t u d y  f o u n d  t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  m o n t h s  o f
c a m e r a  u s e  t h e r e  w a s  a  3 6  p e r c e n t  d e c r e a s e  i n  r e d  l i g h t
v i o l a t i o n s  a t  c a m e r a  i n t e r s e c t i o n s ;  a f t e r  s i x  m o n t h s ,
t h e r e  w a s  a l m o s t  a  6 9  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  v i o l a t i o n s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y,  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  r e d u c e d  c r a s h e s  a t
c a m e r a  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  b y  4 0  p e r c e n t .

R e s e a r c h e r s  a l s o  c o n d u c t e d  a  c o s t - b e n e f i t  a n a l y s i s  o f
t h e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m  i n  F a i r f a x  C o u n t y.  T h e i r
r e s u l t s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  e c o n o m i c  t o l l  t h e s e
c r a s h e s  t a k e  a n d  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  f i n a n c i a l  b e n e f i t  o f
c r a s h  r e d u c t i o n s . ( c o n t .  o n  p g . 2 )

L e g i s l a t u r e  r e v i s i t s  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  b i l l :  C i t y  e n d o r s e s
t h e  m e a s u r e ,  s a y s  i s s u e  i s  a  p r o b l e m ;  l a w y e r s
s t a t e w i d e  d i s c u s s  i t s  i m p a c t
J a n u a r y  7 ,  2 0 0 3  C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  C a l l e r  T i m e s

H o u s e  B i l l  2 0 0  i s  m a k i n g  i t s  w a y  b a c k  o n t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e
a g e n d a  i n  Te x a s .  T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  a l l o w  c i t i e s  t o  i n s t a l l
cameras  and  pho tog raph  r ed  l igh t  runner s '  ( con t .  on  pg .5 )

News Summary

New Study  Shows Benef i ts  o f  Cameras
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( c o n t .  f r o m  p g . 1 )

New Research

T h e  s u m  o f  t h e  s a v i n g s  f r o m  p r o j e c t e d
r e d u c t i o n  i n  c r a s h e s  w a s  c a l c u l a t e d  a n d
t h e  o v e r a l l  c o s t  o f  t h e  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m  w a s
d e d u c t e d  f r o m  t h i s  f i g u r e .  T h e  c a l c u l a t i o n
d i d  n o t  f a c t o r  i n  a n y  r e v e n u e s  f r o m  f i n e s .
T h e  s a v i n g s  t o  r e s i d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a  p r o g r a m  w a s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 2 . 8  m i l l i o n  o v e r  t h e  n e x t
e i g h t  y e a r s .

T h i s  s t u d y  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  i n  a  g r o w i n g  b o d y
o f  r e s e a r c h  p r o v i n g  t h e  l i v e s  a n d  d o l l a r s
s a v e d  b y  a u t o m a t e d  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t
p r o g r a m s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  t o  S t o p  R e d  L i g h t
R u n n i n g  w e l c o m e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  n e w
r e s e a r c h .  P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  a t
bp l eve l i ch@blakey-agnew.com .

***
S u r v i v o r  S t o r i e s

The  f o l l ow ing  i s  a  new  spec ia l  f ea tu re
fo r  Sa fe t y  Focus  h i gh l i gh t i ng  t he  s to r i es
o f  su rv i vo rs  and  the  a f t e rma th  o f  r ed
l i gh t  r unn ing .  A l l  s to r i es  a re  p r i n ted
w i th  t he  su rv i vo r ’s  pe rm iss ion .  Su rv i vo r
S to r i es  a re  mean t  t o  sha re  the  human
to l l  o f  unsa fe  d r i v i ng  and  rem ind  us  j us t
how  much  i s  r i d i ng  on  ou r  r ega rd  f o r  t he
ru les  o f  t he  road .

Dea r  Ms .  B lakey,

On  Oc t .  20 ,  2001  my  daugh te r  was
invo l ved  i n  a  t e r r i b l e  ca r  c rash .  My
g randson ,  he r  nephew,  was  a l so  i n  t he
c a r.  T h e  c r a s h  o c c u r r e d  a t  a  T
in te r sec t i on .  My  daugh te r  was  t u rn ing
le f t  a t  a  t r a f f i c  l i gh t  and  was  h i t
b r oads i de  by  a  ca r.  The  ca r  was  h i t  on
t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  T h e  i m p a c t  w a s  s o  g r e a t
t h a t  t h e  c a r  w a s  p u s h e d  a c r o s s  t h e
o the r  s i de  o f  t he  r oad  and  was  s topped
by  a  guard  ra i l .  My  daugh te r  faced
se r i ous  i n j u r i es  i nc l ud ing  a  head  i n j u r y,
b roken  r i bs ,  a  b roken  pe l v i c  bone  and  a
smashed  ank le .  My  g randson  su f f e red  a
se r i ous  head  i n j u r y.

Luck i l y  t hey  bo th  had  ve ry  good  hea l th
ca re  i nsu rance ,  and  we  had  good  ca r
i nsu rance .  Ou r  ca r  was  t o ta l ed .  The
o the r  pe rson  i nvo l ved  i n  t he  acc iden t
su f f e red  a  se r i ous  knee  i n j u r y  wh i ch
requ i red  su rge ry.  Bo th  my  daugh te r  and
my  g randson  were  wear ing  sea t  be l t s .
The  o the r  pe rson  was  no t .  A t  t he  t ime  o f
t h e  c r a s h  t h e  p o l i c e  w e r e  n o t  c e r t a i n
w h i c h  d r i v e r  w a s  a t  f a u l t .  S i x  w e e k s
p a s s e d  a n d  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y  h a d
on l y  con tac ted  us  one  t ime .  They
inqu i red  abou t  my  daugh te r  and
g randson  and  asked  i f  we  had  rece i ved
the  po l i ce  repo r t .  We  had  no t  ye t
r ece i ved  i t .  Tha t  was  t he  on l y  con tac t  we
h a d  w i t h  t h e m .

The  po l i ce  d i d  no t  de te rm ine  who  was  a t
f au l t ,  and  we  dec ided  t o  l e t  t h i ngs  go .
When  the  o the r  pe rson  sued  ou r
i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y  I  w a s  v e r y  u p s e t  a t
h i s  ga l l .  Bu t  I  had  fa i t h  tha t  ou r
i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y  w o u l d  i n v e s t i g a t e
and  do  the  r i gh t  t h ing .

To  my  u t t e r  d i smay,  ou r  i n su rance
company  awa rded  t he  o the r  pe rson
$100 ,000 .  They  had  i nves t i ga ted  the  fac t
t ha t  he  wasn ’ t  wea r i ng  a  sea t  be l t  and  i f
t ha t  cou ld  be  t he  reason  t ha t  h i s  knee
was  i n j u red .  They  de te rm ined  tha t
because  o f  t he  speed  a t  impac t  he  wou ld
have  rece i ved  t he  knee  i n j u r y  whe the r  o r
no t  he  was  wea r i ng  a  sea t  be l t .  They  had
de te rm ined  tha t  he  was  go ing  a t  a  speed
o f  46 -52  m i l es  pe r  hou r.  He  on l y  had  a
max imum o f  $15 ,000  insu rance  and  sa id
he  had  the  g reen  l i gh t .

We  t hen  dec ided  t o  h i r e  a  l awye r.  I  was
d i sgus ted  w i t h  bo th  i nsu rance
compan ies  f o r  no t  do ing  a  be t t e r  j ob  o f
i nves t i ga t i ng  and  was  bew i l de red  a t  t he
w a y  m y  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y  w a s  p a y i n g
ou t  money  w i t hou t  t r y i ng  t o  de te rm ine
w h o  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  t e r r i b l e
c r a s h .

( c o n t .  o n  p g . 5 )
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Leg is la t ive  Update

T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  u p d a t e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  i s  a  s y n o p s i s  o f  r e c e n t  b i l l s
pe r t a i n i ng  t o  au toma ted  en fo r cemen t .  Fo r  a  mo re  comprehens i ve  l i s t ,  p l ease  see
Advoca tes  f o r  H ighway  and  Au to  Sa fe t y ’s  webpage  a t  www.sa fe roads .o rg .

I n  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  House  B i l l  6282  and  House  B i l l  5911  we re  i n t r oduced  and
r e fe r r ed  t o  t he  Jud i c i a r y  Commi t t ee  and  t he  Commi t t ee  on  P lann ing  and
Deve lopmen t ,  r espec t i ve l y.   Bo th  b i l l s  wou ld  a l l ow  f o r  l o ca l  mun i c i pa l i t i e s
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s .

I n d i a n a  S e n a t e  B i l l  3  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n
Transpor ta t ion and Homeland Secur i ty  on 1/28/03.  I t  is  now wai t ing to  be
heard on the Senate f loor.  SB 3 would  author ize loca l  munic ipa l i t ies  to  pass
ord inances a l lowing the use of  red l ight  cameras.

I n  Mary land ,  S e n a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  p h o t o  r a d a r  e n f o r c e m e n t  w a s
in t r oduced  by  Sen .  Jenn ie  Fo rehand  l as t  week .  House  l eg i s l a t i on  w i l l  be
in t roduced th is  week by Del .  B i l l  Bronrot t .  The b i l ls  w i l l  be ass igned to  the
House  Env i r onmen ta l  Ma t t e r s  and  Sena te  Jud i c i a l  P roceed ings
C o m m i t t e e s .

I n  M i s s o u r i ,  S e n a t e  B i l l  9 0  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e
Transpor ta t ion Commit tee.  SB 90 would a l low ten c i t ies  throughout  the s ta te  to
estab l ish  red l igh t  camera programs.

In Texas ,  H.B.  200 was pre- f i led in  November by Rep.  Berman.  I t  would
author ize the s ta tewide use of  red l ight  cameras.

I n  V i r g i n i a ,  H . B .  1 6 9 6 ,  s p o n s o r e d  b y  D e l .  M i c h è l e  M c Q u i g g ,  w a s  p a s s e d
b y  t h e  M i l i t i a  P o l i c e  &  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  1 2 - 1 0  o n  1 / 1 8 / 0 3 ,  b u t  t h e
b i l l  w a s  r e - r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  o n  1 / 3 1 / 0 3 ,  t h e  b i l l  w a s
d e f e a t e d  o n  a  t i e  v o t e .  S . B .  8 4 0 ,  s p o n s o r e d  b y  S e n .  F r e d  Q u a y l e  p a s s e d
the  Sena te  and  i s  pend ing  i n  t he  House  M i l i t i a ,  Po l i ce  &  Pub l i c  Sa fe t y
C o m m i t t e e .

I n  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  s t a t ew ide  enab l i ng  l eg i s l a t i on  was  i n t r oduced  i n  bo th  t he
House  and  t he  Sena te .   House  B i l l  1324  was  r e fe r r ed  t o  t he  Transpo r t a t i on
Commi t t ee  and  Sena te  B i l l  5369  was  r e f e r r ed  t o  t he  Jud i c i a r y  Commi t t ee .



O n  Tu e s d a y,  J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  I  t o o k  t h e  t r i p  t o  I n d i a n a p o l i s  a s  I  h a d  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  t o
c o n v i n c e  t h e  I n d i a n a  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p a s s  a  b i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  f r o m
e x p e r i e n c i n g  t r a g i c  l o s s e s  l i k e  t h e  o n e  m y  f a m i l y  h a s  e n d u r e d .  I  w a s  g i v i n g  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e
S e n a t e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  H o m e l a n d  S e c u r i t y  C o m m i t t e e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S . B .  0 0 3 ,  a  b i l l  t h a t
w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  t h r o u g h o u t  I n d i a n a .

W h e n  m y  d a u g h t e r  S h a w n e e  w a s  k i l l e d  b y  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n e r  f i v e  y e a r s  a g o ,  I  w a n t e d  t o  d o
s o m e t h i n g  c o n s t r u c t i v e  w i t h  m y  g r i e f  t h a t  w o u l d  r e d u c e  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  d e a t h s  a n d  i n j u r i e s .  I
r e s e a r c h e d  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  a n d  p o s s i b l e  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s  a n d ,  w i t h  m u c h  s u p p o r t  f r o m  o t h e r
c o n c e r n e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  b e g a n  t o  s p e a k  o u t  o n  t h e  t o p i c .  I  m e t  S e n a t o r  K e n t  A d a m s  ( R - Wa r s a w )
w h o  a g r e e d  t o  s p o n s o r  a  b i l l  t o  b r i n g  l i f e s a v i n g  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  t o  o u r  h o m e  s t a t e .

F o r  t w o  y e a r s ,  I  h a v e  t e s t i f i e d  a n d  a d v o c a t e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  t e l l i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a b o u t
t h e  d a y  S h a w n e e  d i e d  a n d  s h a r i n g  t h e  b o d y  o f  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  t h e  l i f e s a v i n g  b e n e f i t s  o f
r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  H o w e v e r,  b o t h  y e a r s  t h e  b i l l  w a s  d e f e a t e d  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s .  D e s p i t e  m y
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h e  b i l l  i s  w o r t h  f i g h t i n g  f o r  a n d  I  w i l l  k e e p  c o m i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e
l e g i s l a t u r e  u n t i l  i t  b e c o m e s  l a w.

I  a m  o p t i m i s t i c  t h i s  y e a r  b e c a u s e  t h e  b i l l  h a s  g a i n e d  m o m e n t u m  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  n e w  s u p p o r t e r s .
I  s p o k e  t o  o u r  I n d i a n a  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  S t e v e  C a r t e r  l a s t  s u m m e r  a n d  a s k e d  t h a t  h e  s u p p o r t
t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  H i s  r e s p o n s e  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c .  H e  n o t  o n l y  s p o k e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l
a t  t h e  S e n a t e  h e a r i n g ,  b u t  h e  a l s o  h e l d  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e s  i n  E l k h a r t ,  F o r t  Wa y n e  a n d  Wa r s a w
o n  t h e  s a m e  d a y  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  h e a r i n g .  H i s  o f f i c e  c a r r i e s  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  i n  I n d i a n a ,
a n d  I  a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  h i s  s u p p o r t  w i l l  b o l s t e r  o u r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  H o u s e  o f
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h i s  y e a r.

A t  t h e  S e n a t e  h e a r i n g ,  o n l y  t w o  s p e a k e r s  s p o k e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l .  S u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  b i l l
i n c l u d e d  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  Wa r s a w  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s ,  Wa r s a w  M a y o r  E r n i e  Wi g g i n s ,  Wa r s a w
P o l i c e  L t .  R i c h a r d s o n ,  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  S t e v e  C a r t e r,  F t .  Wa y n e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  m e m b e r  To m
H e n r y  a n d  M i k e  C h r y s l e r  f r o m  I n d i a n a  I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  H i g h w a y  a n d  A u t o  S a f e t y.
C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  a l s o  w a t c h e d  a  v i d e o  o n  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  f r o m  A m h e r s t
S a f e  I n t e r s e c t i o n s  i n  N e w  Yo r k .

T h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  I n d i a n a  S e n a t e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  H o m e l a n d  S e c u r i t y  C o m m i t t e e
l a s t  w e e k  o n  a  v o t e  o f  8  t o  1 .  T h e  b i l l  w i l l  n o w  g o  b e f o r e  t h e  f u l l  S e n a t e  t h i s  w e e k .  I f  p a s s e d ,
i t  t h e n  g o e s  t o  t h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  i s  a s s i g n e d  t o  a  H o u s e  c o m m i t t e e  o n  M a r c h
7 t h .  T h e  n e w  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  I n d i a n a  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  S o u t h
B e n d  d i s t r i c t  w h e r e  t h e  m a y o r  a n d  p o l i c e  c h i e f  a r e  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r s .

T h e  p a s s a g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f t e n  t a k e s  y e a r s  a n d  i s  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  a  l o n g  r o a d ,  b u t  I  k n o w  t h e
e n d  r e s u l t  w i l l  b e  w o r t h  i t .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  t h e  b i l l  m o v e s  f o r w a r d  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c
a r e  e d u c a t e d  t o  t h e  e x t r e m e  d a n g e r  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .  P e r h a p s  t h e  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  t h a t
r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  d e b a t e  o n  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  s a v e  l i v e s .

T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  t o  S t o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g  c a n  a s s i s t  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  s u p p o r t e r s
w i s h i n g  t o  h a v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  i n  t h e i r  s t a t e s .  P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  a t  2 0 2 - 8 2 8 - 9 1 0 0  o r  v i s i t
o u r  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .

Ins ide  the  Ind iana  S ta te  Leg is la ture :

Br ing ing a  B i l l  to  Fru i t ion
N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  t o  S t o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g  S p o k e s p e r s o n  A n n  S w e e t

shares  he r  exper ience
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From read ing  t he  po l i ce  repo r t ,  I  was  conv inced  tha t  t he  o the r  pa r t y  was  a t  f au l t .  I  was
ou t raged  a t  how eas i l y  my  i nsu rance  company  was  pass ing  ou t  money.  Our  l awye r
dec ided  t o  i nves t i ga te .  He  i n fo rmed  us  a t  one  po in t  t ha t  t he  o the r  pe rson  had  been
invo l ved  i n  two  c rashes  p rev ious  t o  t he  one  w i t h  my  daugh te r.The  o the r  d r i ve r  had  a l so
had  two  mov ing  v i o l a t i ons  p r i o r  t o  t he  c rash .

I  t h i nk  t ha t  i nsu rance  compan ies  need  to  t ake  a  ha rd  l ook  a t  t he  way  t hey  hand le  t hese
cases  and  the  e f f ec t  i nsu rance  se t t l emen ts  have  on  t he  sa fe t y  o f  peop le .  I  app laud  you
fo r  you r  e f f o r t s  t o  s top  red  l i gh t  r unn ing .  S ince  so  many  peop le  don ’ t  r espec t  t he  ru l es  o f
t he  road , the re  i s  a  need  to  do  some th ing  abou t  t h i s  t e r r i b l e  p rob lem.  I  pe rsona l l y  have
seen  too  many  i nc iden ts  o f  peop le  b la tan t l y  r unn ing  red  l i gh t s  a t  g rea t  speeds  pu t t i ng
o the rs  i n  dange r  and  i t  has  t o  s top .

My  daugh te r  and  my  g randson  a re  do ing  ve ry  we l l  cons ide r i ng  wha t  t hey  wen t  t h rough .
We  fee l  t r u l y  b l essed  t ha t  t hey  su rv i ved  and  t ha t  ou r  l i ves  a re  back  t o  no rma l .  I  suppo r t
you r  e f f o r t s  t o  s top  red  l i gh t  r unn ing .  I  don ’ t  wan t  o the r  f am i l i es  t o  go  t h rough  wha t  we
d id ,  espec ia l l y  my  daugh te r  and  g randson .

Our  l awye r  sa id  t ha t  he  was  send ing  t he  resu l t s  o f  h i s  i nves t i ga t i on  t o  t he  DMV.  The
pe rson  who  h i t  my  daugh te r  had  a  ve ry  poo r  d r i v i ng  reco rd .  My  daugh te r  has  dec ided  t o
se t t l e  w i t h  h i s  i nsu rance  company.  I t  was  amaz ing  to  see  how fas t  t hey  we re  ready  to
se t t l e  when  t hey  f ound  ou t  t ha t  t he i r  c l i en t  was  respons ib l e .  To  he r  i t  wasn ’ t  abou t  t he
money.  I t  was  abou t  ge t t i ng  h im  o f f  t he  road  because  we  fe l t  t ha t  he  was  j us t  ano the r
acc iden t  wa i t i ng  to  happen .  And  hope fu l l y  we  accomp l i shed  tha t .

I  am t roub led  tha t  ou r  i nsu rance  company  d idn ’ t  do  more  to  accomp l i sh  t h i s  i ns tead  o f
j us t  hand ing  ou t  money.  My  daugh te r  i s  go ing  t o  send  the  repo r t  f r om the  i nves t i ga to r  t o
ou r  i nsu rance  company  and  l e t  t hem know tha t  i n  he r  op in i on  and  ou rs  t hey  hand led  t he
s i t ua t i on  bad l y.  I n  my  op in i on  i f  t he  pe rson  who  h i t  my  daugh te r  we re  t o  be  i nvo l ved  i n
ano the r  c rash ,  t he  i nsu rance  company  wou ld  be  pa r t i a l l y  r espons ib le .  Good  l uck  i n  you r
e f f o r t s  t o  s top  red  l i gh t  r unn ing .  I  t r u l y  hope  tha t  my  s to r y  does  some  good  and  he lps
o thers .

S ince re l y,
Rober ta
San  D iego ,  Ca l i f o rn ia

Survivor Stories

( c o n t .  f r o m  p g . 2 )

***

News Summary

( c o n t .  f r o m  p g . 1 )

l i c e n s e  p l a t e s .  T h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  f o r  r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r  l i a b i l i t y.

C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  P o l i c e  i s s u e d  4 2 1  c i t a t i o n s  l a s t  y e a r  f o r  c r a s h e s  i n v o l v i n g  r e d  l i g h t
runn ing .  The  b i l l  has  suppor t  f rom c i ty  o f f i c i a l s  bu t  no t  f rom the  head  o f  t he  po l i ce
depa r tmen t ’s  t r a f f i c  d iv i s ion  who  f ee l s  t he  v io l a t i ons  a r e  no t  s e r ious  enough  to
war ran t  cameras .  Two  counc i l  member s  d i spu te  t h i s  c l a im ,  s ay ing  r ed  l i gh t  runn ing  i s
a  f r equen t  t op i c  o f  conce rn .

***
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                       A d v o c a t e s  f o r  H i g h w a y  a n d  A u t o  S a f e t y  ( A d v o c a t e s )  i s  b u i l d i n g  a  n e t w o r k   o f

                       i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  h a v e  e i t h e r  s u r v i v e d  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h  o r  l o s t  a  l o v e d
           o n e  b e c a u s e  o f  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h .   A d v o c a t e s  i s  a n  a l l i a n c e  o f  c o n s u m e r,

                       h e a l t h ,  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  s a f e t y  g r o u p s  a n d  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  a g e n t s
w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  m a k e  A m e r i c a ’s  r o a d s  s a f e r.  S i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  i n  1 9 8 9 ,  A d v o c a t e s  h a s
w o r k e d  w i t h  s u r v i v o r  a d v o c a t e s  t o  a d v a n c e  a n d  p r o t e c t  h i g h w a y  s a f e t y  l a w s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
c o u n t r y.  T h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  c r a s h e s
a n d  h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  w o r k  t o  p r o t e c t  o t h e r s  f r o m  t h e  p a i n  t h e y  h a v e  h a d  t o  e n d u r e .

S u r v i v o r  a d v o c a t e s  c a n  b e c o m e  a s  i n v o l v e d  a s  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  c u r t a i l  r e d
l i g h t  r u n n i n g .  N o  p r e v i o u s  a d v o c a c y  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  n e e d e d .   A d v o c a t e s  w i l l  w o r k  w i t h
t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  p r e p a r e ,  a s s i s t  a n d  e v e n  c o a c h  t h e m  f o r  a d v o c a c y  i n v o l v e m e n t  i f
d e s i r e d .  S o m e  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  s u r v i v o r  a d v o c a t e s  c a n  c h o o s e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a r e :
w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  l e g i s l a t o r s ;  t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e s ;  s p e a k i n g  t o
n e w s  r e p o r t e r s  o n  t h e  p h o n e ;  w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  p a p e r s ;  s e r v i n g  a s  a
s p o k e s p e r s o n  a t  m e d i a  e v e n t s ;  a n d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  s u r v i v o r  a d v o c a t e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
c o u n t r y.

I f  y o u  k n o w  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h  o r  w h o  h a s  a  f a m i l y
m e m b e r  o r  f r i e n d  w h o  w a s  i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d  i n  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h  a n d  m i g h t  b e

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t a l k i n g  w i t h  A d v o c a t e s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :

A d v o c a t e s  f o r  H i g h w a y  a n d  A u t o  S a f e t y
7 5 0  F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  N E ,  S u i t e  9 0 1 ,  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 0 0 2

2 0 2 - 4 0 8 - 1 7 11  o r  8 0 0 - 6 5 9 - 2 2 4 7
F a x :  2 0 2 - 4 0 8 - 1 6 9 9

E - m a i l :  a d v o c a t e s @ s a f e r o a d s . o r g
We b s i t e :  w w w. s a f e r o a d s . o r g

A l l  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  k e p t  c o n f i d e n t i a l .

Nat iona l  Campa ign  Member
 Advoca tes  fo r  H ighway  and  Au to  Sa fe ty  i s  seek ing

SURVIVOR ADVOCATES

Attent ion  Campaign  Members!
Do  you  have  f r i ends ,  f am i l y  o r  co l l eagues  who  wou ld  be  i n t e res ted  i n

rece i v i ng  ou r  news le t t e r?  Do  you  r egu la r l y  f o rwa rd  t he  news le t t e r  on  t o
o the r s  who  a re  i n t e res ted?  He lp  us  i nc rease  awa reness  o f  t he  dange rs  o f

r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  by  ask i ng  anyone  who  i s  i n t e res ted  t o  e -ma i l  u s  a t
bp leve l i ch@b lakey -agnew. c o m  t o  b e  a d d e d  t o  o u r  m a i l i n g  l i s t .

S A F E T Y  F O C U S  i s  pub l i shed  mon th l y,  w i t h  occas i ona l  b reaks ,  by
T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  t o  S t o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g

S u i t e  7 0 0 ,  1 5 0 1  M  S t r e e t ,  N W
Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 0 0 5

2 0 2 - 8 2 8 - 9 1 0 0


