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As a resul t  o f  the November 2 e lect ions,  many
communi t ies across the country  wi l l  be wi thout  photo
enforcement .  From long-standing photo enforcement
programs,  to  new ones,  to  communi t ies that  have never
had photo enforcement ,  voters s t ruck the not ion whi le
f i l l ing out  the i r  ba l lo ts .

A l though Anaheim,  CA,  d id  not  have red l ight  cameras,
voters were g iven the opt ion of  banning fu ture insta l la t ion
in  the c i ty ’s  in tersect ions.  The Orange County  Regis t rar  o f
Voters  websi te  repor ted that  roughly  73 percent  who voted
on the measure voted to  proh ib i t  red l ight  cameras.

Accord ing to  the Cleve land P la in  Dealer,  Gar f ie ld
Heights,  OH, narrowly e l iminated the use of  photo
enforcement  wi th  115 votes -  a  v ic tory  marg in of  less than
1 percent .  The communi ty  took i ts  mobi le  t ra f f ic  cameras
of f  the s t reet  the day af ter  the e lect ion.

The Ci ty  o f  Houston ’s  Propos i t ion  3  asked voters  i f  there
should  be cont inued use of  red l ight  cameras to  enforce
sta te  or  loca l  laws re la t ing to  t ra f f ic  safe ty.  Approx imate ly
47 percent  o f  vo ters  marked the i r  ba l lo ts  to  keep the
cameras,  whi le  53 percent  voted to  remove the cameras.
Al though the cameras lacked the suppor t  o f  Houston’s
c i t izens,  Gary Blank insh ip f rom the Houston Pol ice
Off icer ’s  Union to ld My Fox Houston that ,  “whi le  the
cameras brought  in  mi l l ions for  the po l ice depar tment ,
they a lso saved l ives by prevent ing deadly  acc idents  on
the st reets. ”

Photo Enforcement Loses on Election Day
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    he U.S.  Depar tment  o f  Transpor ta t ion (DOT) he ld the second nat ional
D is t rac ted Dr iv ing Summi t  on September  21,  2010 in  Washington,  DC.  The
meet ing commenced wi th  DOT Secretary  Ray LaHood announcing new ant i -
d is t rac ted dr iv ing regula t ions and po l ic ies ,  such as a  new ru lemaking that  would
proh ib i t  commerc ia l  t ruck dr ivers  f rom text ing whi le  t ranspor t ing hazardous
mater ia ls .  LaHood a lso  boasted progress  on two ru les  proposed a t  the  f i rs t
D is t racted Dr iv ing Summit ,  he ld  in  2009,  which have now become law:
commerc ia l  bus and t ruck dr ivers  are banned f rom text ing on the job,  and t ra in
operators  are  res t r ic ted f rom us ing ce l l  phones and o ther  e lec t ron ic  dev ices
whi le  in  the dr iver ’s  seat .

“We are  tak ing ac t ion on a  number  o f  f ronts  to  address the ep idemic  o f
d is t rac ted dr iv ing in  Amer ica, ”  LaHood s ta ted a t  the Summit .  ”Wi th  the he lp  o f
the exper ts ,  po l icymakers  and safe ty  advocates we’ve assembled here,  we are
going to  do every th ing we can to  put  an end to  d is t racted dr iv ing and save l ives. ”

DOT has been work ing c lose ly  wi th  the Network of  Employers for  Traff ic  Safety
(NETS)  to  encourage pr iva te  sector  companies  to  put  fo rward ant i -d is t rac ted
dr iv ing po l ic ies .  Dur ing the summit ,  DOT and NETS announced that  a lmost  1 ,600
U.S.  companies and organ izat ions have implemented ant i -d is t rac ted dr iv ing
pol ices,  account ing for  10.5  mi l l ion  U.S.  workers .

“ I  am thr i l led that  bus inesses across the count ry  are making ant i -d is t racted
dr iv ing po l ic ies  an in tegra l  par t  o f  the i r  employee cu l ture , ”  sa id  LaHood.

These numbers are expected to  grow over  the next  year,  as an addi t iona l  550
organizat ions,  or  1 .5  mi l l ion members o f  the U.S.  work force,  p lan on adopt ing
such po l ic ies .  Secretary  o f  Labor  Hi lda L .  So l is  announced at  the summit  that
DOT has a lso par tnered wi th  the Occupat ional  Safety  and Heal th  Admin is t ra t ion
(OSHA) to  reduce d is t racted dr iv ing.   Together,  the organizat ions have
developed a p lan to  fur ther  d imin ish the ex is tence of  d is t racted dr iv ing by re ly ing
on employers  through tact ics  such as an educat ion campaign for  employers  on
ways to  reduce occupat ion- re la ted d is t rac ted dr iv ing,  shar ing model  employer
po l ic ies ,  and deve lop ing tac t ics  to  reach younger  work force members .

Second Distracted Driving Summit
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From an October 19th article titled “Sarasota pusuing red light cameras” by Carrie Wells of
The Herald-Tribune

The Nat ional  Highway and Traf f ic  Safety  Admin is t ra t ion
(NHTSA) a lso re leased in ter im resu l ts  f rom a year- long p i lo t
enforcement  program which is  s t i l l  tak ing p lace in  Har t ford ,
Connect icut  and Syracuse,  New York.  The program, t i t led
“Phone in  One Hand,  Ticket  in  the Other, ”  was developed to
test  the e f fec t iveness in  reduc ing d is t rac ted dr iv ing by
pai r ing publ ic  serv ice announcements  wi th  increased law
enforcement .  The in ter im data reveals  a  65% drop in  hand-
held ce l l  phone use in  Har t ford,  and a 38% percent  reduct ion
in  Syracuse.  Text ing whi le  dr iv ing has been reduced by 68%
in Har t ford and 42% in  Syracuse.

To learn more, visit www.distraction.gov.

“
From a October 14th response to a letter to the editor titled “Candid cameras don’t bring out
smiles in some commuters,” by Robert Thomson, a.k.a. Dr. Gridlock, published in the
Washington Post

" I  unde rs tand  some  o f  t he  i ssues  t ha t  peop le  have  [ abou t  t he  use  o f  r ed  l i gh t
c a m e r a s ]  g o i n g  f o r w a r d , "  s a i d  C o m m i s s i o n e r  S u z a n n e  A t w e l l .  " B u t  t h i s  i s  a
pe rvas i ve  p rob lem and  we  need  a  so lu t i on .  I t ' s  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  t o  l eg i s l a te  behav io r,  bu t
we  have  to  t r y.  Th i s  i s  abou t  l i f e  and  dea th . "

Notable quotes
 

Notable quotes”
 

”
“O f f i c i a l s  a t  t he  Mary land  Sta te  H ighway  Admin i s t ra t i on  say  t ha t  i f  d r i ve rs  wan t  t o
keep  t he i r  money,  i t ' s  okay  w i t h  t hem.  The  cameras  f unc t i on  24  hou rs  a  day  whe re
work  zone  haza rds  ex i s t  24  hou rs  a  day.  A l l  a  d r i ve r  has  t o  do  t o  avo id  a  $40  t i c ke t  a t
one  o f  t he  f i ve  l oca t i ons  s t a tew ide  whe re  wo rk  zone  cameras  have  been  p l aced  i s  t o
c o m e  w i t h i n  1 2  m p h  o f  t h e  s p e e d  l i m i t . ”

Department of Transportation
Secretary, Ray La Hood

Source: U.S. Department of
Transportation
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PEMCO Insurance Poll results show that traffic cameras alter behavior
Regardless of their feelings about the use of red light cameras, 55% of polled Washington State
drivers say they are less likely to hit the gas at a yellow light when aware of enforced traffic cameras.

In April of 2010 PEMCO Insurance,  a Seattle-based provider of auto, home, boat, life, and umbrella
insurance to Washington state residents, commissioned FBK Research of Seattle to conduct a
survey. This survey asked Washington drivers questions regarding driving behavior and attitudes.

Of the 635 PEMCO poll respondents:
♦   64% believe that traffic cameras are at least somewhat effective in decreasing traffic violations;
♦   20% feel that the cameras are not too effective; and
♦   10% think that cameras are not at all effective in decreasing traffic violations.
While behaviors may change, Washington driver’s attitudes regarding the number of  traffic lights is in
a three way split. 31 percent think the number of installed cameras is just right, another 31 percent
support the installation of more cameras and 29 percent think fewer, or none, should be installed.

About the PEMCO Insurance Northwest Poll

PEMCO Insurance commissioned this independent survey that asked Washington drivers several
questions about driving habits and attitudes toward current Northwest issues. The sample size, 635
respondents, yields an accuracy of +/- 4.0 percent at the 95 percent confidence level. In other
words, if this study were conducted 100 times, in 95 instances the data will not vary by more than +/-
4.0 percent. Source: PEMCO
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Univers i ty  o f  Minnesota researchers recent ly  re leased the f ind ings of  the i r  repor t ,
App l i ca t ion  o f  a  Rura l  Sa fe ty  Po l i cy  Improvement  Index  (RSPI I )  F ramework :
Phase 2 .  The repor t ,  which was sponsored by the Center  for  Excel lence in  Rura l
Safety,  was broken in to  two phases:  phase one out l ined s ix  leg is la t ive ly-based
safety  improvement  measures (LSIMs) to  evaluate the rura l  safety  pol icy
improvement  index (RSPII ) ,  and phase two focused on the appl icat ion of  the
RSPII  f ramework – spec i f ica l ly,  the reduct ion of  rura l  roadway crash fa ta l i t ies .  I t
was est imated that  each LSIM,  pr imary enforcement  o f  seat  be l t  use,  un iversa l
motorcyc le  he lmet  use,  sobr ie ty  checkpoin ts ,  graduated dr iver  l i cens ing program
upgrades,  mandatory  ign i t ion in ter locks and automated speed enforcement ,
would reduce would reduce rura l  roadway crash fa ta l i t ies .  Spec i f ica l ly,  rura l
roadway crash fa ta l i t ies  cou ld  be reduced by  699 f rom automated speed
enforcement.

The s ix th and f inal  LSIM chosen for
research dur ing Phase I I  was
automated speed enforcement .  Th is
type of  enforcement  is  typ ica l ly
accompl ished through the use of
cameras and/or  radar  that  are
capab le  o f  moni to r ing  and record ing
the speed of  a  vehic le  on the roadway.
I t  was benef ic ia l  to  examine the potent ia l  sa fe ty  impact  o f  automated speed
enforcement  s ince speed is  a  main  cont r ibut ing fac tor  to  fa ta l  c rashes a long rura l
roadways and the sever i ty  o f  in jur ies  worsens wi th  an increase in  speed.

There was re la t ive ly  l i t t le  research and data on automated speed enforcement
implementat ion in  the Uni ted States,  forc ing researchers  to  focus on s tud ies
outs ide the US as a benchmark.  In  genera l ,  these s tud ies ind icated that  the
implementat ion o f  automated speed enforcement  can reduce both  speeds and
crashes.  S ince the app l ica t ion o f  automated speed enforcement  is  very  l im i ted
wi th in  the Uni ted States,  and a lmost  non-ex is tent  in  rura l  areas,  a l l  50 s ta tes were
cons idered to  have an appl icab le  “before”  s ta tus for  th is  LSIM and would  benef i t
f rom implementat ion o f  automated speed enforcement .

The target  group for  th is  safety  improvement  inc ludes those crash fa ta l i t ies
def ined as speed-re la ted.  The Nat iona l  H ighway Traff ic  Safe ty  Admin is t ra t ion
def in i t ion o f  a  speed-re la ted crash inc ludes those that  invo lve a  dr iver  charged
wi th  a  speeding-re la ted o f fense and/or  i f  a  cont r ibut ing fac tor  to  the crash was
rac ing,  dr iv ing  too fas t  fo r  cond i t ions ,  or  exceed ing the posted speed l im i t .

Research shows automated speed enforcement could reduce roadway
fatalities by 699 per year in the United States

continued on page 6



For  ana lys is  purposes,  the pro jec t  team appl ied the a  20 percent  reduct ion to  ha l f  o f
the to ta l  number  o f  rura l  roadway speed-re la ted fa ta l i t ies  s ince speed is  usual ly  on ly
one of  many other  factors which resul t  in  an acc ident .

In  other  words,  i t  recognizes that  the target  groups of  many LSIMs over lap and the
one ident i f ied for  automated enforcement  may do so to  a  larger  extent  than the
others  cons idered in  th is  pro jec t .  Th is  second ca lcu la t ion approach resu l ted in  an
est imate  that  699 rura l  roadway fa ta l i t ies  cou ld  be avo ided wi th  automated speed
enforcement .  State by s tate the reduct ions range f rom zero in  Rhode Is land to  80 in
Texas.

The repor t  hopes that  the f ind ings on fa ta l i ty  reduct ion wi l l  be systemat ica l ly
app l ied,  as  needed,  to  quant i ta t ive ly  es t imate the potent ia l  sa fe ty  impacts  o f
behaviora l  h ighway safety  countermeasures (e.g. ,  LSIMs) and p lan for  the i r  rura l
and/or  urban implementat ion.

continued from page 5

Audi t  o f  Los  Ange les ’ Photo  Red  L igh t  Program revea ls  poor  camera
p lacement ,  mount ing  debt

A recen t l y - re l eased  aud i t  o f  Los  Ange les ’  Pho to  Red  L igh t  P rog ram (PRLP)  revea led
s o m e  w o r r i s o m e  f l a w s .  N a m e l y,  t h e  3 2  c a m e r a s  h a v e  c o s t  ta x pa y e r s  $ 2 . 6  m i l l i o n  o v e r
t he  pas t  two  yea rs ,  and  even  more  d i s t u rb i ng :  t he  cameras  we re  no t  i ns ta l l ed  a t  a l l  o f
t h e  c i t y ’ s  h i g h  r i s k  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .

“ I f  pub l i c  sa fe t y  i s  t he  number  one  p r i o r i t y  o f  t he  Pho to  Red  L igh t  P rog ram,  t hen  t he
m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  s e l e c t e d ,  p e r i o d , ”  s a i d  L o s  A n g e l e s  C i t y
Con t ro l l e r  Wendy  Greue l  i n  a  p ress  r e l ease  pu t  ou t  by  he r  o f f i ce .  “Rega rd less  o f  t he
reasons ,  t he  cameras  a re  on l y  e f f ec t i ve  i f  t hey ’ r e  p l aced  a t  t he  mos t  dange rous
in te rsec t i ons .  I f  we  don ’ t  use  t hem e f f ec t i ve l y  we ’ re  pu t t i ng  Ange lenos  l i ves  i n  dange r. ”

Some  o f  t he  mos t  acc i den t -p rone  i n t e r sec t i ons  i n  L .A .  do  no t  have  pho to  en fo r cemen t .
Th i s  i s  pa r t l y  due  t o  a  2006  dec i s i on  by  t he  c i t y  counc i l  t o  p l ace  a t  l eas t  one  camera  i n
each  d i s t r i c t .  I n  do i ng  so ,  two  acc i den t  p rone  i n t e r sec t i ons ,  w i t h  a  comb i ned  24
acc iden t s  and  two  f a ta l i t i e s  f r om  2003 -2005 ,  d i d  no t  r ece i ve  cameras ,  wh i l e  an
in te r sec t i on  w i t h  on l y  2  acc i den t s  and  no  f a ta l i t i e s  i n  t he  same  pe r i od  rece i ved  a
c a m e r a .

O n l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  c a m e r a s  s a w  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  a c c i d e n t s ,
acco rd ing  t o  t he  aud i t .  I nadequa te  da ta  co l l ec t i on  f r om the  po l i ce  f o r ce  makes  i t  d i f f i cu l t
t o  c o n c l u d e  w h e t h e r  t h e  c a m e r a s  i m p r o v e d  p u b l i c  s a f e t y.

The  aud i t  i l l u s t ra tes  t he  need  fo r  gove rnmen t  s tanda rds  and  regu la t i on  i n  p l ann ing  and
ope ra t i ng  pho to  en fo r cemen t  p rog rams .  W i t hou t  s t anda rds ,  c i t i e s  a re  f o r ced  t o  r e l y  on
p a r t i e s  w i t h  v a r y i n g  i n t e r e s t s ,  s u c h  a s  c a m e r a  v e n d o r s  a n d  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  t o  m a k e  c r i t i c a l
e n g i n e e r i n g  d e c i s i o n s  s u c h  a s  c a m e r a  p l a c e m e n t .
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