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A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D

P u b l i s h e d  b y  T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m pa i g n  t o  St o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g

The  U .S .  Con fe rence  o f  Mayo rs  announced  du r i ng  t he i r  79 th Annua l
M e e t i n g  t h a t  t h e  g r o u p  n o w  “ s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t
a n d  s p e e d  s a f e t y  c a m e r a s  t o  h e l p  r e d u c e  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  a n d
s p e e d - r e l a t e d  i n j u r i e s  a n d  f a t a l i t i e s . ”

T h e  g r o u p ,  w h i c h  i s  h e a d e d  b y  L o s  A n g e l e s ’  M a y o r  A n t o n i o
V i l l a r a i g o s a ,  p a s s e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t
a n d  s p e e d  s a f e t y  c a m e r a s .  V i l l a r a i g o s a  e n d o r s e d  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a s  a s  a  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  t o o l .

A l t h o u g h  V i l l a r a i g o s a  h a s  s h o w n  s u p p o r t  o f  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t ,
t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  P o l i c e  C o m m i s s i o n  r e c e n t l y  v o t e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e
C i t y ’ s  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  c o n t r a c t  t o  e x p i r e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  J u l y,  c i t i n g
d o u b t s  a b o u t  i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d  c o s t .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s a i d
m o t o r i s t s  w h o  r e c e i v e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  t i c k e t s  f a c e  n o  r i s k  i n  t h e i r
c r e d i t  r a t i n g ,  t h e i r  c a r  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  o r  t h e i r  d r i v e r ’ s  l i c e n s e s  i f
t h e y  r e f u s e  t o  pa y.

T h e  U . S .  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  M a y o r s ’  o f f i c i a l  r e s o l u t i o n  c i t e d  a
F e b r u a r y  I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  ( I I H S )  a n a l y s i s ,
wh i ch  f ound  t ha t  676  peop le  we re  k i l l ed  and  113 ,000  we re  i n j u red
in  c rashes  t ha t  i n vo l ved  red  l i gh t  r unn ing  i n  2009 .  The  o f f i c i a l
r e s o l u t i o n  a l s o  q u o t e d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s ’  s t a t i s t i c s
c o n f i r m i n g  t h e  s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g :

•  Red  l i gh t  cameras  saved  159  l i ves  f r om 2004 -2008  i n  14  o f
t h e  l a r g e s t  U . S .  c i t i e s  w h e r e  c a m e r a s  w e r e  u s e d ;

• Up to  815  dea ths  cou ld  have  been  p reven ted  had  cameras
b e e n  u s e d  i n  a l l  l a r g e  U . S .  c i t i e s ;  a n d

• R e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  f a t a l i t i e s  w e r e  r e d u c e d  b y  2 4  p e r c e n t  i n
c i t i e s  w h e r e  c a m e r a s  w e r e  d e p l o y e d .

U.S. Conference of Mayors Endorses
Red Light and Safety Cameras
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T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a l s o  c i t e d  t h e  F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  c o m m u n i t i e s
w i t h  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  e x p e r i e n c e  a  2 0 - 8 7  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n i n g  v i o l a t i o n s
w i t h i n  1 8  m o n t h s  o f  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .

L i k e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m pa i g n  t o  St o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g ,  t h e  U . S .  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  M a y o r s
e n c o u r a g e s  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  c o n s i d e r  a l l  o p t i o n s  w h e n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  s p e e d  a n d  r e d
l i g h t  r u n n i n g  i n c l u d i n g  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t .
To  read  t he  r eso lu t i on  i n  f u l l ,  p l ease  see  79 th  Annua l  Con fe rence  o f  Mayo rs  Adop ted
R e s o l u t i o n s .

(continued from page 1)

A  r e c e n t  s u r v e y  f r o m  t h e  I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  ( I I H S )  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t
t w o - t h i r d s  o f  d r i v e r s  i n  1 4  b i g  c i t i e s  w i t h  l o n g s t a n d i n g  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s
s u p p o r t  u s i n g  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y.

“ M o s t  d r i v e r s  d o n ’ t  b u y  t h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  i t ’ s  s o m e h o w  w r o n g  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  l a w  j u s t
b e c a u s e  y o u ’ r e  u s i n g  a  c a m e r a  t o  d o  i t , ”  s a i d  I I H S  S e n i o r  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r
R e s e a r c h ,  A n n e  M c C a r t t .  “ T h e y  u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  t h i s  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  p r e v e n t i n g
c r a s h e s  i n  t h e i r  c i t i e s . ”

M o r e  t h a n  3 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  w e r e  i n t e r v i e w e d  b y  p h o n e  b e t w e e n
F e b r u a r y  1 9  a n d  M a r c h  2 9  i n  t h e  1 4  c i t i e s  b e i n g  s t u d i e d .
Tw o - t h i r d s  o f  r e s p o n d e n ts  f a v o r  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s ,  a n d  4 2
p e r c e n t  s t r o n g l y  f a v o r  t h e  d e v i c e s .  M o r e  t h a n  9  o u t  o f  1 0
d r i v e r s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  i s  u n a c c e p t a b l e  a n d
m o r e  t h a n  8  o u t  o f  1 0  b e l i e v e  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  i s  a  s e r i o u s
t h r e a t  t o  p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y.

O f  t h e  8 9  p e r c e n t  o f  d r i v e r s  w h o  a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e i r  c i t y ’ s
r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m ,  a  m a j o r i t y  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e
d e v i c e s  h a v e  m a d e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  s a f e r.

A b o u t  a  q u a r t e r  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  o p p o s e d  c a m e r a s ,  c i t i n g  b e l i e f s  t h a t  c a m e r a s
i n c r e a s e  c r a s h e s ,  a r e  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  p r i v a c y,  a n d  c a m e r a  u s e  i s  m o t i v a t e d  b y  m o n e y
a s  o p p o s e d  t o  s a f e t y.

R e s p o n d e n t s  s h o w e d  a  d e c r e a s e d  l e v e l  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  t o
t i c k e t  m o t o r i s t s  m a k i n g  i l l e g a l  r i g h t  t u r n s  o n  r e d .  I n  f a c t ,  a  f i f t h  o f  d r i v e r s  s a y  t h e y
s u p p o r t  c a m e r a s  b u t  a r e  a g a i n s t  r i g h t  o n  r e d  e n f o r c e m e n t .

 “ R i g h t - o n - r e d  v i o l a t i o n s  u s u a l l y  a r e n ’ t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  T- b o n e  c r a s h e s ,  b u t  t h e y
m a k e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  m u c h  m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  f o r  p e d e s t r i a n s  i n  pa r t i c u l a r, ”  M c C a r t t
s a y s .  “ T h e  s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  s h o w  c i t i e s  n e e d  t o  d o  a  b e t t e r  j o b  e x p l a i n i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  t o
d r i v e r s . ”

T h i s  p o l l  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  o n  t h e  s a m e  1 4  U . S .  c i t i e s  e x a m i n e d  i n  I I H S ’  s t u d y  “ E f f e c t s  o f
R e d  L i g h t  C a m e r a  E n f o r c e m e n t . ”  T h e  s t u d y,  w h i c h  w a s  r e l e a s e d  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  2 0 11 ,
s h o w e d  t h a t  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  i n  t h o s e  1 4  U . S .  c i t i e s  r e d u c e d  t h e  r a t e  o f  f a t a l  r e d
l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h e s  b y  2 4  p e r c e n t .  T h e  1 4  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  p o l l  a n d  t h e  s t u d y  h a d
r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  i n  2 0 0 4 - 0 8 ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e m  i n  a n  e a r l i e r  c o m p a r i s o n  p e r i o d .
T h e  r e s e a r c h  s h o w e d  t h a t  r e d  l i g h t  e n f o r c e m e n t  s a v e d  1 5 9  l i v e s  i n  t h e  1 4  c i t i e s .

(continued on page 3)
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A l t h o u g h  t h e  C i t y  o f  H o u s t o n  w a s  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p o l l  o f  1 4  c i t i e s
b e c a u s e  t h e i r  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m  b e g a n  i n  2 0 0 6 ,  I I H S  c o n d u c t e d  a d d i t i o n a l
r e s e a r c h  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  H o u s t o n  c i t i z e n s ’  f e e l i n g s  o n  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  I I H S
c o n t a c t e d  3 0 0  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  c i t y  d u e  t o  t h e  c i t y ’ s  r e c e n t  v o t e  t o  s h u t  o f f  t h e  c a m e r a s
( s e e  “H o u s t o n  R e d  L i g h t  C a m e r a s  G o  L i v e … A g a i n ” ) .  W h i l e  5 3  p e r c e n t  o f  H o u s t o n
v o t e r s  c a s t  b a l l o ts  t o  e n d  t h e  c i t y ’s  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m  i n  N o v e m b e r,  5 7  p e r c e n t
o f  d r i v e r s  p o l l e d  b y  I I H S  f a v o r  t h e  c a m e r a s ,  w i t h  4 5  p e r c e n t  s t r o n g l y  f a v o r i n g  t h e
t e c h n o l o g y.  R e s u l t s  a l s o  s h o w e d  2 8  p e r c e n t  s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  c a m e r a s ,  w h i c h  i s  a  1 0
p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  1 4  c i t i e s  p o l l e d ,  w h i c h  h a d  o n l y  1 8  p e r c e n t  o f  d r i v e r s
i n  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n .

“People  in  soc iety  are  used  to  mul t i task ing .  In  the  past  that  meant  ad just ing  rad ios
or  s l id ing  a  d i sc  in  the  CD,”  sa id  Joe  Kubick i ,  t rans portat ion  d i rector .  “ Today  people
are  ta lk ing  on  the  phone or  text ing ,  which  requires  tak ing  the i r  eyes  of f  the  road.
Red- l ight  cameras ,  because  of  the  monetary  impact ,  are  go ing  to  he lp  br ing  dr iv ing
the i r  car  back  into  f i rs t  p lace  in  the i r  l i s t  o f  tasks .”

“We still have thousands of people who die,” said Adrian Lund, the Insurance Institute’s president. “We

look at where and how that’s happening, and one of the most dangerous (locations) is intersections.”
From a June 24 article titled “Challenges to red light cameras span US” by Alex Johnson (msnbc.com)

Arnold  Mayor  Ron  Counts  sa id ,  “ The  t ruth  i s ,  i t ’s  not  about  money.  I t  can ’ t  be .
We’ve  got  to  dea l  w i th  the  safety  i s sue  and  to  me when you  can  drop  th i s  down to  20
people  running  s top  l ights ,  I  th ink  that ’s  what  we  rea l ly  need to  be  look ing  at .  We’ l l
ad jus t  the  budget .  We have  to .”  He  added,  “ I t ’s  go ing  to  a ffect  your  budget  no
matter  how you  look  at  i t .”

“  ““ Not
 

Notable Quot
 

able Quote
 

es
 

s” ””
From a June 23 article titled “St. Petersburg identifies intersections for red-light cameras” by Stephen

Nohlgren (tampabay.com, St. Petersburg Times)

From a June 23 article titled “Could Longer Yellow Lights End Red Light Camera Tickets?” by Chris Hayes

(KTVI-FOX2now.com)

“ There  i s  a  subs tant ia l  change in  behav ior.  People  s low down ahead of  t ime and
s top,”  sa id  Br ick  po l i ce  ch ief  N i l s  Bergquis t  J r.  “People  s topping ,  that ’s  the  intent  of
the  program.”

From a June 23 article titled “Survey: NJ drivers give green light to red light cameras” by Larry Higgs
(DailyRecord.com)



T h e  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  C a l i f o r n i a  P o l i c e  C o m m i s s i o n  v o t e d  5  t o  0  t o  r e j e c t  r e n e w a l  o f  t h e  c i t y ’s
r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m  o n  J u n e  7 ,  c i t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c a m e r a s  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  c i t y ’ s
s t r e e ts  s a f e r.

D e s p i t e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h e  P o l i c e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  s o m e  d a t a  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  c a m e r a s  h a v e
i n c r e a s e d  s a f e t y :  a n  i n t e r n a l  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s  a c c i d e n t  d a t a  s h o w s  t h e  c a m e r a s  h a v e  l e d
t o  a  6 2  p e r c e n t  d e c r e a s e  i n  r e d  l i g h t  c o l l i s i o n s .  T h e s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  2 2  p e r c e n t
d e c r e a s e  i n  r e d  l i g h t  c o l l i s i o n s  a t  a l l  c i t y  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .

I n  C a l i f o r n i a  v i o l a t i o n s  d o  n o t  g o  o n  d r i v e r ’ s  r e c o r d  a n d  m a n y  t i c k e t  c h a l l e n g e s  t h a t  m a k e
t h e i r  w a y  t o  c o u r t  a r e  d i s m i s s e d  b y  a  c o u r t  s y s t e m  t h a t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e
p r o g r a m .  T h i s  m a k e s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  g e t t i n g  c a u g h t  l e s s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  m o t o r i s t s .
“ I f  mo re  and  mo re  peop le  r ea l i ze  t he re  a re  no  consequences ,  mo re  and  mo re  peop le  a ren ’ t
g o i n g  t o  pa y, ”  s a i d  C o u n c i l m a n  D e n n i s  Z i n e .

T h e  v o t e  t o  e n d  r e n e w a l  o f  t h e  c i t y ’s  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  A m e r i c a n  Tr a f f i c
S o l u t i o n s  ( AT S )  m e a n s  t h e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  i n s ta l l e d  a t  3 2  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  w i l l  b e  ta k e n
d o w n  u n l e s s  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  o v e r r i d e s  t h e  P o l i c e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  a u t h o r i t y  o n  t h e  i s s u e .  T h e
c o n t r a c t  i s  s e t  t o  e x p i r e  o n  J u l y  3 1 .

A t  a  r e c e n t  L o s  A n g e l e s  C i t y  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  c o u n c i l  v o t e d  7 - 5  t o  o v e r t u r n  t h e  P o l i c e
C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  d e c i s i o n  a n d  k e e p  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  b u t  t h e  m o t i o n  n e e d e d  a t  l e a s t  e i g h t  v o t e s .  I f
t h e  c o u n c i l  r e c e i v e s  t h e  r e q u i r e d  v o t e s  b e f o r e  J u l y  3 1 ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  c a n  b e  o v e r t u r n e d .

“ T h e  p r o g r a m  h a s  m a n y  f l a w s , ”  C o u n c i l m a n  Z i n e ,  w h o  i s  a  f o r m e r  t r a f f i c  o f f i c e r,  t o l d  A B C
N e w s ,  “ L o s  A n g e l e s  l o s e s  a b o u t  $ 1  m i l l i o n  a n n u a l l y  t o  k e e p  t h e  c a m e r a s  u p .  T i c k e ts  w h i c h
a r e  i s s u e d  c o s t  d r i v e r s  a b o u t  $ 5 0 0 ,  b u t  f o r  e a c h  t i c k e t  t h e  c i t y  r e c e i v e s  l e s s  t h a n  $ 1 5 0 . ”

A S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 0  a u d i t  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s ’  P h o t o  R e d  L i g h t  P r o g r a m  r e v e a l e d  s o m e  w o r r i s o m e
f l a w s .  N a m e l y,  t h e  3 2  c a m e r a s  h a v e  c o s t  t a x pa y e r s  $ 2 . 6  m i l l i o n  o v e r  t h e  pa s t  t w o  y e a r s ,
a n d  e v e n  m o r e  d i s t u r b i n g :  t h e  c a m e r a s  w e r e  n o t  i n s t a l l e d  a t  a l l  o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s  h i g h  r i s k
i n t e r s e c t i o n s .

“ I f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  i s  t h e  n u m b e r  o n e  p r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  P h o t o  R e d  L i g h t  P r o g r a m ,  t h e n  t h e  m o s t
d a n g e r o u s  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  s e l e c t e d ,  p e r i o d , ”  s a i d  L o s  A n g e l e s  C i t y  C o n t r o l l e r
W e n d y  G r e u e l  i n  a  N o v e m b e r  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  p u t  o u t  b y  h e r  o f f i c e .  “ R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e
r e a s o n s ,  t h e  c a m e r a s  a r e  o n l y  e f f e c t i v e  i f  t h e y ’ r e  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s
i n t e r s e c t i o n s .  I f  w e  d o n ’ t  u s e  t h e m  e f f e c t i v e l y  w e ’ r e  p u t t i n g  A n g e l e n o s  l i v e s  i n  d a n g e r. ”
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A  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s o u r i  r e p o r t  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s
ou twe igh  t he  po ten t i a l  f o r  t he i r  abuse  as  r evenue  gene ra to r s .  Resea rch  f o r  t he  r epo r t ,
t i t l e d  I s  R o b o c o p  a  C a s h  C o w ?  M o t i v a t i o n s  f o r  A u t o m a t e d  Tr a f f i c  E n f o r c e m e n t  w a s  d o n e
b y  C a r l o s  S u n ,  a n  a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s o u r i .

“ R e d - l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c a m e r a s  c o u l d  i m p r o v e  s a f e t y  i f  d e p l o y e d  p r o p e r l y  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e
c a t e g o r i c a l l y  r u l e d  o u t  f o r  f e a r  o f  m i s u s e , ”  c o m m e n t e d  S u n .

T h e  s t u d y  i s  b r o k e n  i n t o  t w o  p i e c e s :  o n e  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  l e g a l i t i e s  o f  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t ,
t he  o the r  r ev iews  revenue  gene ra t i on  by  pho to  en fo rcemen t .

“ I t  appea rs  t he  accusa t i ons  o f  r ampan t  r evenue  gene ra t i on  a re  mos t l y  ove rb l own , ”  Sun
w r i t e s  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  “ T h e r e  a r e  c h e c k s  a n d  b a l a n c e s  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m ,  a n d  t h e
p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  o f f e r s  t h e  a b i l i t y  f o r  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  u n i f o r m l y  r e g u l a t e  a u t o m a t e d
e n f o r c e m e n t  s y s t e m s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a b u s e .

S u n ’s  r e s e a r c h  c i t e s  s ta t i s t i c s  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
o t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  r e c e n t  U . S .  n a t i o n a l  t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t  d a t a ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  a u t o m a t e d
s p e e d  a n d  r e d  l i g h t  e n f o r c e m e n t  s t u d i e s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .

Sun ,  who  ho lds  a  l aw  deg ree  and  i s  a  member  o f  t he  T ranspo r t a t i on  Resea rch  Boa rd
( T R B )  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  L a w  C o m m i t t e e ,  s a y s  t h a t  h e  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e g a l  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d
t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

“ M y  d e s i r e  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h i s  t o p i c  s t a r t e d  w h e n  I  w a s  t e a c h i n g  a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s a f e t y
c l a s s , ”  s a i d  S u n .  “ I  a s k e d  t w o  t e a m s ,  o n e  p r o - r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a n d  a n o t h e r  a n t i - r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a s ,  t o  d o  p a p e r s  a n d  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o n  t h e  t o p i c .  T h e i r  p a p e r s  a n d
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  w e r e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  m o t i v a t e d  m e  t o  l o o k  f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h i s  i s s u e .

To  r e a d  t h e  s t u d y  i n  f u l l ,  p l e a s e  c l i c k  h e r e .
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S o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  a c c i d e n t - p r o n e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  i n  L . A .  d o  n o t  h a v e  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t .
T h i s  i s  p a r t l y  d u e  t o  a  2 0 0 6  d e c i s i o n  b y  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  t o  p l a c e  a t  l e a s t  o n e  c a m e r a  i n
e a c h  d i s t r i c t .  I n  d o i n g  s o ,  t w o  a c c i d e n t  p r o n e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  w i t h  a  c o m b i n e d  2 4
a c c i d e n t s  a n d  t w o  f a t a l i t i e s  f r o m  2 0 0 3 - 2 0 0 5 ,  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  c a m e r a s ,  w h i l e  a n
i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  o n l y  t w o  a c c i d e n t s  a n d  n o  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d  r e c e i v e d  a
camera .

(continued from page 4)
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Af te r  e i gh t  mon ths  o f  be ing  t u rned  o f f ,  t he  C i t y  o f  Hous ton
reac t i va ted  i t s  r ed  l i gh t  cameras  on  Ju l y  9 .  The  camera  p rog ram
ended  i n  November  o f  2010  when  53  pe rcen t  o f  vo te rs  app roved
a  ba l l o t  r e fe rendum to  t u rn  t he  cameras  o f f .  On  June  17 ,  2011 ,
U .S .  D i s t r i c t  Judge  Lynn  Hughes  ru l ed  t ha t  November ’s
re fe rendum was  i nva l i d  because  i t  was  no t  f i l ed  30  days  a f t e r  t he
o rd inance  a l l ow ing  red  l i gh t  cameras  was  passed ,  pe r  Hous ton ’ s
c i t y  cha r te r  r ega rd ing  t he  repea l  o f  an  o rd inance .

Fo l l ow ing  Judge  Hughes ’  r u l i ng ,  t he  C i t y  o f  Hous ton  asked  the
judge  f o r  pe rm iss ion  t o  appea l  h i s  dec i s i on  –  t h i s  r eques t  was
den ied  by  Judge  Hughes .

“ I  have  a  respons ib i l i t y  t o  r ep resen t  t he  i n te res t s  o f  t he  vo te r s ,
bu t  I  a l so  have  a  respons ib i l i t y  t o  ab ide  by  t he  j udge ’ s  ru l i ng , ”
Hous ton  Mayo r  Ann i se  Pa rke r  sa id  i n  an  o f f i c i a l  s ta temen t .  “We
s imp ly  don ’ t  have  t he  m i l l i ons  t hey  c l a im  we  wou ld  owe  fo r
v i o l a t i ng  t he  cou r t  dec i s i on  and  ou r  con t rac tua l  ob l i ga t i on  t o
Amer i can  Tra f f i c  So lu t i ons  (ATS) .  The re fo re ,  I  have  dec ided  t he
f i sca l l y -p ruden t  pa th  t o  t ake  i s  t o  t u rn  t he  cameras  back  on  wh i l e
a l so  seek ing  a  second  chance  f o r  t he  vo te rs  i n  t he  cou r t s . ”

Acco rd ing  t o  a  s ta temen t  f r om the  Mayo r ’s
o f f i ce ,  a  p re - t r i a l  con fe rence  t o  d i scuss
d i spos i t i on  o f  r ema in ing  i ssues  i n  t he  case  i s
se t  f o r  Ju l y  19  i n  Judge  Hughes ’  cou r t .   F i na l
d i spos i t i on  o f  any  rema in ing  i ssues  a t  t he
d i s t r i c t  cou r t  l eve l  wou ld  c l ea r  t he  way  f o r  t he
C i t y  t o  p roceed  w i t h  an  appea l  t o  t he  5 th
C i r cu i t  Cou r t  o f  Appea l s  w i t hou t  need  f o r
Judge  Hughes ’  pe rm iss ion ,  wh i ch  i s  exac t l y
wha t  t he  C i t y  i s  seek ing .

Or i g i na l l y  i ns ta l l ed  i n  2006 ,  t he  cameras  a re  cu r ren t l y  mon i t o r i ng
50  i n te r sec t i ons  t h roughou t  t he  c i t y.  Acco rd ing  t o  t he  Hous ton
Chron i c l e ,  t he  cameras  have  i ssued  ove r  $50  m i l l i on  i n  c i v i l  f i nes
s ince  t hey  began  ope ra t i ng .

Houston  RHouston  RHouston  RHouston  RHouston  Red L ight  Camered L ight  Camered L ight  Camered L ight  Camered L ight  Camer asasasasas
Go L iGo L iGo L iGo L iGo L i vvvvve…Age…Age…Age…Age…Againa ina ina ina in



National Stop On Red Week is upon us
August 7th - 13th

If your community is interested in participating in National Stop on Red Week, please feel free to
use the sample proclamation below. Should your community issue a 2011 proclamation, the Cam-

paign would appreciate receiving a copy. Copies can be sent electronically to
intern@blakey-agnew.com.

Sample  2011  Nat iona l  Stop  on  Red  Week  Proc lamat ion

Whereas,  (Name of  Munic ipa l i ty /  Organizat ion)  is  bu i ld ing broad,  communi ty-
based par tnersh ips  to  increase awareness on the  w idespread prob lem of  red
l ight  running;  and,

Whereas,  in  1997,  the U.S.  Federa l  H ighway Admin is t ra t ion and the Amer ican
Trauma Soc ie ty  es tab l ished Nat iona l  Stop on Red Week to  se t  as ide one week o f
every  year  to  ra ise publ ic  awareness about  th is  complete ly  preventab le  and
deadly  form of  aggress ive dr iv ing;  and,

Whereas,  in  2009,  676 peop le  were  k i l led  and an es t imated 113,000  were
in jured nat ional ly  in  red l ight  running crashes;  and,

Whereas,  in tersect ion crashes account  for  more than 45 percent  o f  a l l  repor ted
crashes and 21 percent  o f  fa ta l i t ies ;  and,

Whereas the f inanc ia l  cos t  to  the pub l ic  is  es t imated to  be in  excess o f  $14
bi l l ion each year ;  and,

Whereas accord ing to  a  survey done by the U.S.  Depar tment  o f  Transpor ta t ion
and the Amer ican Trauma Soc ie ty  es t imates  63 percent  o f  Amer icans see
someone running a red l ight  a t  least  a  few t imes a week and one in  three
Amer icans knows someone who has been in jured or  k i l led in  a  red l ight  running
crash;

Now,  therefore,  I ,  (Name of  Mayor /publ ic  o f f ic ia l ) ,  do proc la im that  the week of
August  7 th th rough August  13 th i s  hereby des ignated as  2011 Nat iona l  Stop on
Red Week in  (Name of  Munic ipa l i ty /  Organizat ion) .  I  urge everyone to  reduce
crashes,  in jur ies  and the t rag ic  loss o f  l i fe  by  s topp ing for  red l ights .

Let  us a l l  spread th is  impor tant  message wi th in  our  communi ty.  By do ing so,  we
can save many l ives.  I  ca l l  on c i t izens,  government  agencies,  publ ic  and pr ivate
inst i tu t ions,  bus iness and hospi ta ls ,  and schools  in  (name of  c i ty  or  communi ty)
th is  year  to  focus on th is  preventab le  prob lem wi th  appropr ia te  ceremonies,
e f for ts  and programs.
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This  i s  a  sample  Publ ic  Service  Announcement  for
radio  use .  Law enforcement  and munic ipal  o f f ic ia l s
are  encouraged to  use  th i s  to  get  the  word out  about

Stop on Red Week.

PSA

 

PSA

Page 8

Did  you  know  t ha t  t r a f f i c  c rashes  a re  t he  s i ng l e  mos t  s i gn i f i can t  cause  o f  p reven tab le

dea th  and  i n ju ry  i n  Nor th  Amer i ca?  H i ,  I  am name ,  o f  a f f i l i a t i on  rem ind ing  you  tha t

Augus t  7 th  t h rough  the  13 th  i s  Na t i ona l  Stop  on  Red  Week .

In  2009  a lone ,  676  peop le  were  k i l l ed  and  an  es t ima ted  113 ,000  were  i n ju red  i n

c rashes  tha t  i nvo l ved  red  l i gh t  r unn ing  i n  t he  Un i ted  Sta tes .  Too  o f t en  the  ye l l ow  l i gh t

h a s  c o m e  t o  s y m b o l i z e  “ h u r r y  u p ”  i n s t e a d  o f  “ s l o w  d o w n ”  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n .  R e d  l i g h t

runn ing  i s  t he  l ead ing  cause  o f  a l l  u rban  au tomob i l e  c rashes  i n  t he  Un i t ed  Sta tes .

When  you  see  a  ye l l ow  l i gh t ,  p l ease  s l ow  down  –  you  cou ld  save  a  l i f e .  Remember,

Red  Means  Stop !

To  l ea rn  more  abou t  Na t i ona l  Stop  on  Red  Week ,  p l ease  v i s i t

w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .


