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Tw o  y e a r s  a f t e r  i t  w a s  p u b l i s h e d ,  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s e v e n - pa g e
pa p e r  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  m e r i ts  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  h a s
r e s u r f a c e d  a s  a  t o o l  f o r  F l o r i d a  a n t i - c a m e r a  a c t i v i s t s .

T h e  pa p e r,  p u b l i s h e d  b y  F l o r i d a  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  R e v i e w  ( a n
e l e c t r o n i c  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h  F l o r i d a  a n d
t h e  F l o r i d a  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n ) ,  e v a l u a t e d  v a r i o u s
s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a u t o m a t e d  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s ,
c o n c l u d i n g  t h a t  “ c a m e r a s  a c t u a l l y  i n c r e a s e  c r a s h e s  a n d
i n j u r i e s . ”

T h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  pa p e r,  t h r e e  p r o f e s s o r s  f r o m  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h  F l o r i d a ’ s  ( U S F )  C o l l e g e  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,
d i d  n o t  p e r f o r m  a n y  f i e l d  s t u d i e s  o n  t h e  e f f e c ts  o f  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a s  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  h e r  b i o g r a p h y  o n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ’s
w e b s i t e ,  t h e  l e a d  a u t h o r ’ s  r e s e a r c h  “ p r i m a r i l y  f o c u s e s  o n
e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  a n d  t r a u m a  s y s t e m s ,  q u a l i t y
i m p r o v e m e n t  i n t e r v e n t i o n s ,  m a n a g e d  c a r e ,  a n d  h o s p i ta l
f i n a n c i a l  p e r f o r m a n c e . ” ) .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  pa p e r  d r e w  u p o n
s o u r c e s  s u c h  a s  b l o g s  ( t h e N e w s pa p e r. c o m ) ,  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t
g r o u ps  ( t h e  N a t i o n a l  M o t o r i s ts  A s s o c i a t i o n ) ,  a n d  a  f e w
s e l e c t  s t u d i e s  p r e pa r e d  b y  u n i v e r s i t y  r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r s
( N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  &  Te c h n i c a l  Sta t e  U n i v e r s i t y ) .

S i m i l a r  t o  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h i s  pa p e r,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m pa i g n
t o  St o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g  d o e s  n o t  p e r f o r m  f i e l d  s t u d i e s  o n
t h e  e f f e c ts  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  T h e  C a m pa i g n  r e l i e s  o n  a n
i n d e p e n d e n t ,  u n pa i d  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d ;  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,
e v o l v i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s t u d i e s  d o n e  b y  u n i v e r s i t y  r e s e a r c h
c e n t e r s ,  s ta t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ;  a n d  g r o u ps  t h a t  s h a r e
o u r  s a f e t y  g o a l  –  s u c h  a s  t h e  I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  H i g h w a y
S a f e t y  ( I I H S ) ,  w h i c h  g a i n s  l i t t l e  f r o m  a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t
c a m e r a s .
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A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  c u r r e n t l y  o n l y  t w o  s ta t e s  w i t h  e n a b l i n g  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n
a l l o w  f o r  a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  t i c k e ts  t o  b e  r e f l e c t e d  o n  a  m o t o r i s t ’ s  d r i v i n g  h i s t o r y,  w h i l e
i n s u r e r s  i n  o t h e r  s ta t e s  a r e  n o t  n o t i f i e d  o f  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  v i o l a t i o n s ,  a s  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  i f
t h e  m o t o r i s t  w e r e  p u l l e d  o v e r  b y  a n  o f f i c e r.

B a s e d  o n  t h e  C a m pa i g n ’s  y e a r s  o f  e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h ,  w e  h a v e  a r r i v e d  a t  a  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t
c o n t r a d i c t s  t h a t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  p r o f e s s o r s  f r o m  U S F ’s  C o l l e g e  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h .  I t  i s  o u r  f i r m
b e l i e f  t h a t  t r a f f i c  c a m e r a s ,  u s e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f r o m  t r a f f i c  e n g i n e e r s ,
r e d u c e  l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  c r a s h e s .   A f e w  e x a m p l e s  o f  o u r  s o u r c e s :

· A Te x a s  A & M  Te x a s  Tr a n s p o r ta t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  s t u d y  f o u n d  t r a f f i c  c r a s h e s  a t  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a
l o c a t i o n s  a c r o s s  Te x a s  d e c r e a s e d  b y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 0 % .  R i g h t  a n g l e  c r a s h e s ,  w h i c h  u s u a l l y
p r o d u c e  t h e  m o s t  d e a t h s  a n d  i n j u r i e s ,  d r o p p e d  b y  4 3 %  ( “ A n a l y s i s  O n  T h e  E f f e c t i v e n e s s  O f
P h o t o g r a p h i c  Tr a f f i c  S i g n a l  E n f o r c e m e n t  S y s t e m s  I n  Te x a s , ”  Wa l d e n ,  2 0 0 8 ) .

· A  r e v i e w  o f  1 0  U . S .  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s ,  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e
r e s p e c t e d  C o c h r a n e  C o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  f o u n d  “ R e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  r e d u c i n g  t o ta l
c a s u a l t y  c r a s h e s … .  I n  t h e  b e s t  c o n d u c t e d  o f  t h e s e  s t u d i e s ,  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  w a s  n e a r l y  3 0 % ”
( R e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a s  f o r  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  r o a d  t r a f f i c  c r a s h e s ,  2 0 0 5 ) .

· A n  O r a n g e  C o u n t y,  C A ,  g o v e r n m e n t  r e p o r t  f o u n d  t h a t  o n e  y e a r  a f t e r  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a
i n s ta l l a t i o n ,  c r a s h e s  a t  m o n i t o r e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  d r o p p e d  b y  4 6 . 7 %  i n  G a r d e n  G r o v e ,  2 8 . 2 %  i n
C o s ta  M e s a ,  1 6 . 2 %  i n  S a n ta  A n a ,  1 2 . 1 %  i n  S a n  J u a n  C a p i s t r a n o  a n d  5 . 7 %  i n  F u l l e r t o n  ( R e d -
l i g h t  C a m e r a s :  A u t o m a t e d  Tr a f f i c  C o ps  i n  O r a n g e  C o u n t y,  O r a n g e  C o u n t y  G r a n d  J u r y,  2 0 0 4 -
2 0 0 5 ) .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h e  C a m pa i g n  d i f f e r  f r o m  t h o s e  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  pa p e r  p r e pa r e d  b y  t h e
U S F  p r o f e s s o r s ,  w e  d o  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  e n g i n e e r i n g  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e
pa p e r  ( d r a w n  f r o m  T h e  F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  2 0 0 3  G u i d a n c e  f o r  u s i n g  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s )  a r e  e f f e c t i v e  a t  r e d u c i n g  t h e
i n s ta n c e  o f  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  a n d  a g g r e s s i v e  d r i v i n g .  S o m e  o f  t h o s e  i n c l u d e  i m p r o v i n g  s i g n a l
h e a d  v i s i b i l i t y,  s e t t i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  y e l l o w  l i g h t  t i m e ,  a n d  a d d i n g  a  b r i e f  a l l - r e d  c l e a r a n c e
i n t e r v a l .

“ T h e  d a ta  i s  c l e a r.  I n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  I l l i n o i s ,  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  r e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a s  n o t  o n l y  h e l ps
d e t e r  r e c k l e s s  d r i v i n g ,  b u t  a l s o  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  d e c r e a s e d  n u m b e r  o f  v i o l a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g
c r a s h e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  o n e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  R o s e l l e ,  I L  p r e v i o u s l y  a v e r a g e d  11 5  r e d  l i g h t
v i o l a t i o n s  p e r  d a y  i n  a  1 2 - h o u r  p e r i o d .  N o w  t h a t  r e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a s  h a v e  b e e n  i n s ta l l e d  a t  t h e
i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  v i o l a t i o n s  a v e r a g e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0  p e r  d a y. ”

From a March 12th letter to the editor by 14 chiefs of police, deputy chiefs of police, and
commanders from Illinois, titled “Red Light Cameras Address Safety Concerns,” published in
the Chicago Tribune

“ L e a v i n g  r e g u l a t i o n  u p  t o  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n ts  w o n ’ t  s o l v e  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  c a m e r a s  c r e a t e  n o r
r e d u c e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a b u s e .  H o w  l o n g  a  y e l l o w  l i g h t  l a s ts ,  h o w  s t r i c t l y  i n f r a c t i o n s  a r e
i n t e r p r e t e d  a n d  w h e t h e r  a  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r  s i g n  o f f  o n  p e n a l t i e s  o r  n o t  a l l  i n f l u e n c e  t h e
f a i r n e s s  o f  c a m e r a s  a s  t r a f f i c  t o o l s .  I f  t h e  s ta t e  i s  g o i n g  t o  a l l o w  c a m e r a  u s e ,  t h e  s ta t e  s h o u l d
s e t  c l e a r,  u n i f o r m  s ta n d a r d s . ”

From a March 6th editorial titled “Red-light cameras: Either standardize use or ban them”
by The Daytona Beach News-Journal
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Florida’s photo enforcement debate continues
This letter to the editor by Campaign Executive Director Leslie Blakey appeared on the website
FloridaThinks.Com on March 30th.

Cameras Save Lives But Florida Should Set Standards for Use
A s  t h e  i n c i d e n c e s  o f  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n i n g  a n d  s p e e d i n g  i n c r e a s e  a l o n g  w i t h  c o n g e s t i o n ,  d e n s e l y

p o p u l a t e d  r o a d w a y s  t h r o u g h o u t  F l o r i d a  a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e  b e c o m i n g  p r i m e  c r a s h
l o c a t i o n s .  R a t h e r  t h a n  o b e y  l e g a l  l i m i t s ,  m a n y  d r i v e r s  u n t h i n k i n g l y  r a c e  t h r o u g h  r e d  l i g h t s
a n d  s p e e d  t o  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n s  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  o t h e r s  o n  t h e
road.

T h i s  s e n s e  o f  e n t i t l e m e n t —  m y  t i m e  i s  m o r e  v a l u a b l e  t h a n  y o u r  s a f e t y  —  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  a  l o w
e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  c a u g h t  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r a m p a n t  d i s r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  r o a d  a n d
a n  u p w a r d  t r e n d  i n  a l l  f o r m s  o f  a g g r e s s i v e  d r i v i n g ,  n o t  o n l y  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n i n g .

D u e  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e d  n u m b e r  o f  v e h i c l e s  o n  t h e  r o a d  a n d  a  s t a g n a n t  l e v e l  o f  s t a f f i n g  f o r  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  m a n y  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  d r i v e r s  a r e  a b l e  t o  e x c e e d  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  r u n  t h r o u g h
r e d  l i g h t s  f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  d e t e c t e d  b y  p o l i c e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  i n  2 0 0 8 ,  7 6 2  p e o p l e  w e r e  k i l l e d  a n d  a n  e s t i m a t e d  1 3 7 , 0 0 0  w e r e  i n j u r e d  i n

c r a s h e s  t h a t  i n v o l v e d  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n i n g .

O u t s p o k e n  M i n o r i t y  M i s r e p r e s e n t s  C a m e r a s ’  E f f e c t i v e n e s s

T h e  g r o w t h  o f  a u t o m a t e d  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  h a s  p r o m p t e d  a  s m a l l ,  b u t  o u t s p o k e n  m i n o r i t y  o f
t h e  p u b l i c  w h o  m i s r e p r e s e n t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t .  A u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t
t e c h n o l o g y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  f a v o r a b l y  r e c e i v e d  b y  t r a f f i c  e n g i n e e r s ,  l a w - e n f o r c e m e n t
a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  b e c a u s e  i t s  p r o p e r  a n d  j u d i c i o u s  u s e  h a s  r e d u c e d  b o t h  t h e  h u m a n
a n d  f i n a n c i a l  t o l l  o f  c r a s h e s  c a u s e d  b y  a g g r e s s i v e  a n d  c a r e l e s s  d r i v i n g .

S c i e n t i f i c  s t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  r e d u c e s  c r a s h e s ,  i n j u r i e s  a n d  s a v e s
l i v e s .  T h o s e  w h o  c h o s e  t o  d r i v e  a g g r e s s i v e l y  a n d  d i s r e g a r d  t r a f f i c  l a w s  d e s e r v e  t h e  p e n a l t i e s
a n d  f i n e s  t h e y  i n c u r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  b e h a v i o r .  C o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  o u r  n a t i o n  h a v e
e x p e r i e n c e d  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n i n g  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  p h o t o
e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m :

•  I n  N e w  O r l e a n s ,  r e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a s  l e d  t o  a n  8 5  p e r c e n t  d r o p  i n  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g .

•  I n  C o u n c i l  B l u f f s ,  I o w a ,  r e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a s  l e d  t o  a  9 0  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  r e d - l i g h t - r u n n i n g
c r a s h e s .  C a m e r a s  l e d  t o  a  4 0  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  r e d - l i g h t - r u n n i n g  c r a s h e s  i n  D a v e n p o r t .

•  A  T e x a s  A & M  T e x a s  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  s t u d y  f o u n d  t r a f f i c  c r a s h e s  a t  r e d - l i g h t - c a m e r a
l o c a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  L o n e  S t a r  S t a t e  d e c r e a s e d  b y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 0  p e r c e n t .  R i g h t - a n g l e
c r a s h e s ,  w h i c h  u s u a l l y  p r o d u c e  t h e  m o s t  d e a t h s  a n d  i n j u r i e s ,  d r o p p e d  b y  4 3  p e r c e n t .

•  A n  I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  s t u d y  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  r e d - l i g h t - c a m e r a
p r o g r a m  t r a c k e d  s i g n a l  v i o l a t i o n  r a t e s  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  y e l l o w -
l i g h t  s e q u e n c e ,  a n d  a g a i n  a f t e r  r e d - l i g h t - c a m e r a  e n f o r c e m e n t  h a d  b e e n  i n  e f f e c t  f o r  a b o u t  a
y e a r .  L e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  y e l l o w  l i g h t  r e d u c e d  s i g n a l  v i o l a t i o n s  b y  3 6  p e r c e n t .  T h e  c a m e r a s
r e d u c e d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  b y  9 6  p e r c e n t .
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F u r t h e r m o r e ,  c o m m o n  s e n s e  a n d  l i a b i l i t y  l a w  t e l l  u s  t h a t  t h e  f a u l t  f o r  r e a r - e n d  c r a s h e s  l i e s
n o t  w i t h  t h e  d r i v e r  w h o  s t o p s  f o r  a  r e d  l i g h t ,  e v e n  a b r u p t l y ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  d r i v e r  b e h i n d .  R e d -
l i g h t  c a m e r a s  d o  n o t  c a u s e  r e a r - e n d  c r a s h e s  —  s p e e d i n g  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  t o o  c l o s e l y  a r e  t h e
a g g r e s s i v e - d r i v i n g  b e h a v i o r s  t h a t  c a u s e  r e a r - e n d  c r a s h e s ,  p e r i o d .

R e c e n t  r e v i e w s  o f  t h e  r e d - l i g h t - c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s  i n  C o l u m b u s ,  O h i o ;  G a r l a n d  a n d  E l  P a s o  i n
T e x a s ;  R a l e i g h ,  N . C . ,  a n d  C a l g a r y ,  A l b e r t a ,  h a v e  a l l  s h o w n  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  b o t h
r i g h t - a n g l e  a n d  r e a r - e n d  c r a s h e s  s i n c e  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  c a m e r a s .

L e t  S a f e t y ,  N o t  P r o f i t ,  D r i v e  C a m e r a  U s e

W h i l e  p h o t o - e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  e f f e c t i v e  w h e n  u s e d  p r o p e r l y ,  i t s  r a p i d ,  u n c h e c k e d  g r o w t h  h a s
r e s u l t e d  i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  a b u s e  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a r e
b e i n g  i l l - a d v i s e d  t o  p l a c e  c a m e r a s  a t  l o w - c r a s h - r a t e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  o r  u s e  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  t o
n a b  l o w - s p e e d ,  r i g h t - o n - r e d  v i o l a t o r s  w h o  p o s e  a  v e r y  s m a l l  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y .  S o m e t i m e s ,
p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  c o m p l e t e l y  u n r e l a t e d  t o  s a f e t y .  S a f e t y ,  n o t
p r o f i t ,  i s  b o t h  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  p h o t o - e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s .

T h e  c u r r e n t  p h o t o - e n f o r c e m e n t  c l i m a t e  l e a v e s  m a n y  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  l a w - e n f o r c e m e n t
p e r s o n n e l  w i t h o u t  c l e a r - c u t  p a r a m e t e r s  f o r  d e s i g n i n g  a n d  m a n a g i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n
p r o g r a m  i n c o n s t a n c i e s ,  e x c e s s i v e  r e l i a n c e  o n  i n d u s t r y  v e n d o r s ,  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y ,  p u b l i c
d i s t r u s t .  T h i s  d i s t r u s t  t h r e a t e n s  w e l l - r u n ,  e f f e c t i v e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p o o r l y  r u n  p r o g r a m s  a l i k e .

T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  t o  S t o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g  i s  c a l l i n g  f o r  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  l o o k  c l o s e l y  a t
h o w  p h o t o - e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  a r e  b e i n g  a d m i n i s t e r e d ,  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  g u i d e l i n e s  t h r o u g h
e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  o t h e r w i s e .  I t  c a n n o t  b e  t h e  j o b  o f  f o r - p r o f i t  p h o t o - e n f o r c e m e n t
t e c h n o l o g y  p r o v i d e r s  t o  e n t e r  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  a n d  d i c t a t e  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  g o a l s ,  f i n e s  a n d
p l a c e m e n t  o f  c a m e r a s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  i s  o f t e n  t h e  c a s e .

S e t  S t a t e  G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  C i t i e s  t o  U s e  C a m e r a s

P h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  a  p r o v e n  t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t  c a n  g r e a t l y  i m p r o v e  r o a d  s a f e t y  w h e n  p r o p e r l y
i m p l e m e n t e d  a s  a  s u p p l e m e n t  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s o u n d  e n g i n e e r i n g
a n d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  I t  i s  o u r  h o p e  t h a t  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  i n  F l o r i d a  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  g u i d a n c e  b y
t h e i r  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  h o w  t o  b e s t  i m p l e m e n t  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  c r e a t e  s t a n d a r d s .  I f  t h e
s t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  w i l l  f i n a l l y  g i v e  l o c a l  l a w - e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  t h e  o p t i o n
o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  F l o r i d a  w i l l  h a v e  a n o t h e r  t o o l  t o  m a k e  i t s  r o a d w a y s  s a f e r .
O t h e r w i s e ,  i t  i s  o u r  f e a r  t h a t  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t ’ s  m e r i t s  w i l l  b e  o v e r s h a d o w e d  b y  i t s  a b u s e s
a n d  F l o r i d a ’ s  c i t i z e n s  w i l l  p a y  t h e  u l t i m a t e  p r i c e .



Photo Enforcement News Across the Country
Tennessee camera restriction bills shut down for summer study
Members of the Tennessee Senate Transportation Committee shut down a restrictive photo enforcement bill for summer
study last week, noting that they did not know enough about the proposed legislation, which had been amended by Members
of the House Transportation Committee following a series of hearings.

“I just know what I read in the paper,” Sen. Tim Barnes, D-Adams, told the Chattanooga
Times Free Press. “This Senate committee is asked to vote on this after we’ve not
participated in any study.”

The original legislation, SB2918, sponsored by Senator Tim Burchett (R-Knoxville),
and companion bill HB3024 sponsored by Representative Bill Harmon (D-Dunlap),
called for a two-year cessation of any new camera programs in the state, while the
comptroller of the treasury conducts a study on existing camera programs. The study
would examine the impact of traffic cameras on driver behavior and accident rates,
how citation funds are being used, and other aspects of automated enforcement
programs. The bill would also reduce citation fines to $10.

Following the aforementioned hearings, members of the House Transportation Committee amended the legislation, making
it less restrictive. The proposed amendment included several modifications, including setting citation fines to $50, requiring
warnings signs, and mandating that a professional engineer (not provided or selected by camera vendor) to survey and
approve the area following Institute of Transportation Engineers standards prior to installing cameras.

The amended bill will be considered once the state’s budget is finalized.

Tennessee citizen asks for help
The Campaign often receives emails from concerned individuals looking to reach like-minded individuals. Below
is one man’s letter to the Campaign asking for his fellow Tennesseans to write they legislator in support of photo
enforcement cameras.

To the editor:

Our Tennessee legislators are trying to undermine red-light cameras statewide. Two bills are currently under
consideration that would hamper municipalities using these beneficial public-safety tools and lower fines for
violations caught by cameras to a measly $10. Legislators are hearing so many falsehoods from so many
violators and so little from red-light-running victims, municipal officials, and camera supporters that they're
siding with the violators and whiners. It's unbelievable but true. For these important public-safety devices to
survive in Tennessee, every supporter in this state must contact their state senators and representatives with
strong urgings not to undermine our traffic safety. Complete contact information is available at the State of
Tennessee web site: www.legislature.state.tn.us. Look under "Legislative Branch." Everyone's help is needed.

Bill
Knoxville, TN

Arizona allows freeway speed camera contract to expire
The state of Arizona opted not to renew its freeway speed camera contract, which is due to expire on July 15th.
The state’s new Department of Public Safety chief, Robert Halliday, has expressed concerns about the program
since taking office in February, and has stated that ending the program was his decision. The freeway speed
camera program was established in 2008, under Arizona’s previous governor, Janet Napolitano.
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Update: Iowa red light running bill signed into law
“Jermiah’s Law” increases penalties for red light runners
In our October 2009 Safety Focus (Volume 8, No. 5), we introduced readers to Rick and Jody Dosser. On
March, 22, 2007, Rick and Jody’s only child, Jermiah, was waiting at an intersection for the light to change
when his motorcycle was struck from behind by a pick-up truck, killing Jermiah just days before his 25th birth-
day. Since then, Rick and Jody have been working tirelessly to have a bill introduced that, if enacted, would
increase the severity of consequences for those who run red lights in Iowa. The pick-up truck driver who
crashed into Jermiah was charged with two misdemeanor traffic citations: 1) failure to stop in a safe and sure
distance; and 2) failure to respond to a steady red light.

Introduced on January 26, 2010, Senate File 2109, known as “Jermiah’s Law,” passed the senate unani-
mously, and was signed into law by Iowa Governor Chet Culver on April 29. Prior to Jermiah’s Law, running a
red light in Iowa resulted in a $35 fine. Violators can now expect to receive an additional $1,000 fine and/or
suspended license for 180 days if the crash results in death; for violations resulting in serious injury, the
offendor can expect an additional fine of $500, and/or license suspension for up to 90 days.

From left to right:
Representative Mark Kuhn (D-14),

Rick and Jody Dosser,
Governor Culver




