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C a n  t r a f f i c  e n g i n e e r s  p r e d i c t  w h i c h  d r i v e r s  w i l l  r u n  a  r e d  l i g h t  a n d
              t h e n  u s e  t h o s e  p r e d i c t i o n s  t o  p r e v e n t  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h e s ?
              A t  h i g h - s p e e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  t h e  a n s w e r  i s  y e s .

W h i l e  t r a f f i c  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  d e t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  f o r
y e a r s  —  m o s t  r e l y i n g  o n  i n - g r o u n d  l o o p s  a n d ,  t o  a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  v i d e o
c a m e r a s  —  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  h a s  r a d a r  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  t o  c o n t i n u o u s l y
t r a c k  v e h i c l e s  a p p r o a c h i n g  a  s i g n a l i z e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a n d ,  m o n i t o r i n g
t h e i r  s p e e d ,  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e  v e h i c l e  w i l l  s t o p  p r i o r  t o  r u n n i n g
t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  I t  m e a s u r e s  v e h i c l e  a p p r o a c h  s p e e d  a s  w e l l
a s  t i m e  a n d  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  t o  e s t i m a t e  a r r i v a l  t i m e  a t
t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .

I f  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  v e h i c l e  c a n n o t  s t o p  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s t o p  l i n e ,  t h e
a d v a n c e  r a d a r  d i l e m m a  z o n e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  i s  i n t e g r a t e d
w i t h  t h e  s i g n a l  c o n t r o l l e r,  e x t e n d s  t h e  g r e e n  p h a s e  w h i l e  h o l d i n g  t h e
r e d  o n  t h e  s i d e  s t r e e t .  T h e  g r e e n  l i g h t  e x t e n s i o n  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  v e h i c l e ’ s
s p e e d  a n d  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  t i m e  i t  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  v e h i c l e  t o  r e a c h  t h e  s t o p
l i n e .  I t  t y p i c a l l y  i s  u s e d  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  w h e r e  t h e  p o s t e d  s p e e d  l i m i t  i s
35  o r  g rea te r.

“ T h e r e  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  E ’ s  t o  r e d u c e  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g :  e n g i n e e r i n g ,
e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  e d u c a t i o n , ”  s a i d  B r a d  G i l e s ,  a  s y s t e m s  e n g i n e e r  a t
W a v e t r o n i x ,  L L C ,  a n d  a  l e a d i n g  d e v e l o p e r  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y ’ s  d i l e m m a
z o n e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m .  “ R e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a r e  u s e d  f o r  e n f o r c e m e n t .
O u r  p r o d u c t  i s  a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  i n c i d e n c e
o f  p e o p l e  b e i n g  c a u g h t  i n  a  d e c i s i o n  d i l e m m a  z o n e  a n d  w h o  d o n ’ t  m e a n
t o  r u n  t h e  r e d  l i g h t . ”

(continued on page 2)
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T h e  v e h i c l e  s e n s o r  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  a l s o  i n t e n d e d  t o  i m p r o v e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  e f f i c i e n c y  b y
m i n i m i z i n g  u n n e c e s s a r y  s t o p s  a n d  d e l a y s .  B y  c o n t i n u o u s l y  m o n i t o r i n g  a p p r o a c h i n g  t r a f f i c  t h e  s y s t e m
c a n  c h a n g e  t h e  s i g n a l  a s  s o o n  a s  a  s a f e  g a p  i n  t r a f f i c  f l o w  i s  d e t e c t e d ,  a l l o w i n g  t r a f f i c  o n  t h e  s i d e
s t r e e t  t o  p r o c e e d .  T h a t  m e a n s  l e s s  i d l i n g  a n d  l e s s  g a s o l i n e  u s e .

G i l e s  s a i d  m o s t  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  p r o b l e m s  o c c u r  i f  a  m o t o r i s t  i s  a b o u t  2 . 5  t o  5 . 5  s e c o n d s  a w a y  f r o m
e n t e r i n g  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w h e n  t h e  l i g h t  t u r n s  t o  y e l l o w.  T h a t  c r e a t e s  a  “ d e c i s i o n  d i l e m m a  z o n e ”  w h e n
t h e  d r i v e r ’ s  d i l e m m a  i s  w h e t h e r  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a n d  r i s k  r u n n i n g  t h e  r e d  l i g h t  a n d /
o r  c a u s e  a  r i g h t - a n g l e  c o l l i s i o n ,  o r  s l o w  d o w n  a n d  s t o p ,  s o m e t i m e s  a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  b e i n g  r e a r - e n d e d  b y  a
v e h i c l e  f o l l o w i n g  t o o  c l o s e l y.

W h e n  t h e  a d v a n c e  r a d a r  s y s t e m  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  v e h i c l e s  a r e  i n  t h a t  d i l e m m a  z o n e  a n d  a r e  t r a v e l i n g
t o o  q u i c k l y  t o  s t o p  i n  t i m e ,  i t  w i l l  h o l d  t h e  l i g h t  g r e e n  f o r  a  f r a c t i o n  o f  a  s e c o n d  o r  m o r e  u n t i l  t r a f f i c  f l o w
i s  l e ss  dange r ous .  A 10 - y ea r  s t udy  o f  g reen  l i gh t  ex tens i on  sys tems  a t  h i gh - speed ,  s i gna l i zed
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e y  r e d u c e d  r i g h t - a n g l e  c o l l i s i o n s  b y  3 1  p e r c e n t ,  r e a r - e n d  c o l l i s i o n s  b y  7 5
p e r c e n t  a n d  o v e r a l l  i n c i d e n t s  o f  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  b y  6 5  p e r c e n t .

T h e  s y s t e m  w o n ’ t  p r e v e n t  i n t e n t i o n a l  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g .

“ I f  a  d r i v e r  i s  7 . 5  s e c o n d s  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w h e n  t h e  l i g h t  t u r n s  y e l l o w  a n d  t h e y  d e c i d e  t o
c o n t i n u e  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  t h e y ’ r e  g o i n g  t o  r u n  a  r e d  l i g h t , ”  G i l e s  s a i d .

H e  s a i d  h e  w a s n ’ t  a w a r e  o f  t h e  a d v a n c e  r a d a r  d i l e m m a  z o n e  p r o t e c t i o n  b e i n g  u s e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h
r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s ,  b u t  h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  t w o  t e c h n o l o g i e s  w o u l d  c o m p l e m e n t  e a c h  o t h e r  b e c a u s e  o n e
w o u l d  r e d u c e  u n i n t e n t i o n a l  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  w o u l d  p h o t o g r a p h  a n d  t i c k e t  t h o s e  w h o
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  b l o w  t h r o u g h  a  r e d  l i g h t .  T h e  r a d a r  s y s t e m  i s  o n l y  f o r  d i l e m m a  z o n e  d e t e c t i o n  a n d  d o e s
n o t  c o v e r  t h e  s t o p  l i n e  a r e a ,  w h i c h  i s  w h e r e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  p r o v i d e  c o v e r a g e .

R e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  o p p o n e n t s  c l a i m
t h a t  s i m p l y  a d d i n g  t i m e  t o  t h e
y e l l o w  l i g h t  p h a s e  w o u l d  s o l v e  t h e
r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  p r o b l e m .  G i l e s
d i s a g r e e s .  I n  a  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  h e
w r o t e :  “ N o  m a t t e r  h o w  l o n g  t h e  l i g h t
s tays  ye l l ow,  mo to r i s t s  a r r i v i ng  a t
t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h r e e  t o  f i v e
seconds  a f t e r  t he  onse t  o f  ye l l ow
w i l l  s t i l l  e n c o u n t e r  a  d e c i s i o n
d i l e m m a  z o n e  —  d o e s  t h e
c l e a r a n c e  i n d i c a t i o n  m e a n  s t o p  o r
g o ?  S o  t r a f f i c  e n g i n e e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o
sea rch  f o r  ways  t o  f u r t he r  r e f i ne
t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  d u r i n g  t h e  c l e a r a n c e
phase . ”

(continued on page 3)
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G i l e s  s a i d  u s i n g  r a d a r  f o r  d i l e m m a  z o n e  p r o t e c t i o n  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  n e w  a n d  t h a t  m o s t  t r a f f i c  d e t e c t i o n
s y s t e m s  c o n t i n u e  t o  u s e  i n - g r o u n d  l o o p s ,  w h i l e  s o m e  u s e  v i d e o .  H e  s a i d  o n e  b e n e f i t  o f  u s i n g  r a d a r  i s
t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  h a s  a  d e t e c t i o n  r a n g e  o f  5 0 0  f e e t ,  w h i c h  i s  t w i c e  t h e  r a n g e  o f  m o s t  v i d e o  m o n i t o r i n g
s y s t e m s ,  a n d  i t  i s  i n s t a l l e d  a b o v e  g r o u n d  s o  t h a t ,  u n l i k e  l o o p s ,  i t  d o e s n ’ t  r e q u i r e  p a v e m e n t  c u t s  — i t
c a n  b e  m o u n t e d  o v e r h e a d  o r  a t  r o a d s i d e .  I t  r e q u i r e s  l i t t l e  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  w o r k s  i n  a l l  w e a t h e r
c o n d i t i o n s .

T h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  3 0 0 , 0 0 0  s i g n a l i z e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  G i l e s  e s t i m a t e s
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 0 , 0 0 0  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a r e  u s i n g  s o m e  f o r m  o f  d i l e m m a  z o n e  p r o t e c t i o n .   

W h i l e  m o s t  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  U . S .  h a v e  o n l y  a  h a n d f u l  t o  a  c o u p l e  d o z e n  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  a d v a n c e  r a d a r
d i l e m m a  z o n e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m  —  w h i c h  Wa v e t r o n i x  c a l l s  S m a r t S e n s o r  A d v a n c e  —  a  f e w  h a v e
h u n d r e d s  o f  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  Te x a s ,  O h i o ,  We s t  V i r g i n i a ,  K a n s a s  a n d  U t a h  e a c h  h a v e  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f
i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  O r e g o n  h a s  u s e d  t h e  s y s t e m  a t  e a c h  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a l o n g  a  h i g h - s p e e d  t r u c k i n g  c o r r i d o r,
a n d  P e n n s y l v a n i a  a n d  N e w  J e r s e y  j u s t  t h i s  y e a r  r e c e i v e d  f o r m a l  a p p r o v a l  f o r  t h e  d e v i c e  t o  b e  u s e d .

M a r k  D .  Ta y l o r,  s i g n a l  s y s t e m s  e n g i n e e r  w i t h  t h e  U t a h  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s a i d  “ U D O T h a s
h a d  s o  m u c h  s u c c e s s  w i t h  t h e  r a d a r  a d v a n c e  s y s t e m  — i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e o r y,  f i e l d  e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  c o n c e p t
—  t h a t  w e  a r e  n o w  u s i n g  i t  a s  o u r  s t a n d a r d  d e s i g n  f o r  e v e r y  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  a  s p e e d  o f  4 0  m p h  a n d
g r e a t e r.   We  a r e  d o i n g  t h i s  f o r  b o t h  s a f e t y  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y,  d u e  t o  t h e  s a f e  a r r i v a l  f e a t u r e s  t h e  d i l e m m a
z o n e  o f f e r s  a n d  t h e  ‘ q u i c k n e s s ’ t o  f i n d  a  g a p  o u t  a n d  r e d u c e  o v e r a l l  i n t e r s e c t i o n  d e l a y. ”

Ta y l o r  s a i d  U t a h  i s  o p e r a t i n g  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h e  a d v a n c e  r a d a r  u n i t s .   

“ I  a m  r e a l l y  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  r a d a r  t o  d y n a m i c a l l y  a d j u s t  t h e  d i l e m m a  z o n e  f o r  e a c h
v e h i c l e  a t  i t s  s p e e d , ”  Ta y l o r  s a i d .  “ M y  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  v e h i c l e s  t r a v e l  a t
v a r i o u s  s p e e d s  a n d  t h e  r a d a r  w i l l  a d j u s t  f o r  t h i s ,  a s  o t h e r  d e t e c t o r  t e c h n o l o g i e s  d o n ’ t .  

T h e  s t r e e t  p r i c e  o f  S m a r t S e n s o r  A d v a n c e  i s  s e t  b y  l o c a l  d e a l e r s h i p s  t h a t  d i s t r i b u t e  a n d  s u p p o r t  p r o d u c t
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a n d  o f t e n  f l u c t u a t e s  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  a  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t .  F i r s t - t i m e  c o s t  p e r
u n i t  c a n  v a r y  f r o m  a b o u t  $ 5 , 5 0 0  t o  $ 7 , 5 0 0 .  T h e  p r o d u c t  t y p i c a l l y  i s  s o l d  t o  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t s . (continued on page 4)

(continued from page 2)

Radar tracking decreases red l ight  running

Focus  on  Sa fe ty :  A p rac t i ca l  gu ide  to  au tomated
t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e s o u r c e  t o
he lp  s t a te  l eg i s l a t o r s  and  l oca l  po l i c ymake rs ,  l aw
en fo r cemen t  o f f i ce r s ,  h i ghway  sa fe t y  advoca tes  and
commun i t y  g roups  des ign ,  ope ra te ,  and  suppo r t  e f f ec t i ve
p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s .

The  gu ide  i s  ava i l ab le  f r om the  Campa ign  f o r  $9  a  copy,
o r  i t  can  be  down loaded  i n  PDF  f o rma t  f r om  the
C a m pa i g n  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .
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B e c a u s e  t h e  a d v a n c e  r a d a r  d e t e c t i o n  s y s t e m  w a s  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  2 0 0 5 ,  f e w  s t u d i e s  h a v e  b e e n
c o m p l e t e d .  A 2 0 0 8  B r a d l e y  U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d y  o f  o n e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  c o m p a r e d  t h e  u s e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  i n -
g r o u n d  l o o p  m o n i t o r i n g  w i t h  t h e  r a d a r  a d v a n c e  m o n i t o r i n g .  T h e  s t u d y  f o u n d  t h a t ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  l o o p
d e t e c t i o n  s y s t e m ,  t h e  r a d a r  s y s t e m  p r o d u c e d  a

• 7 4  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  y e l l o w  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  p e r  h o u r ;

• 7 5  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  y e l l o w  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  p e r  1 , 0 0 0  t h r o u g h  v e h i c l e s ;

• 5 8  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  p e r  h o u r ;  a n d

• 6 3  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  p e r  1 , 0 0 0  t h r o u g h  v e h i c l e s .

“ T h e  a d v a n c e  r a d a r  s y s t e m  t r u l y  t r e a t s  t h e  d i l e m m a  z o n e  c o r r e c t l y, ”  G i l e s  s a i d .  “ I t  o n l y
r e q u e s t s  m o r e  g r e e n  i f  t h e  r e a l - t i m e  t r a j e c t o r y  a n d  c l o s i n g  v e l o c i t y  o f  a p p r o a c h i n g
v e h i c l e s  i n d i c a t e  a  h i g h  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e a r  c o l l i s i o n s  o r  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n i n g . ”

D r.  D a n  M i d d l e t o n ,  a  r e s e a r c h e r  e n g i n e e r  a n d  p r o g r a m  m a n a g e r  w i t h  t h e  Te x a s
T ranspo r t a t i on  I ns t i t u t e ,  has  conduc ted  numerous  veh i c l e  de tec t i on  s t ud i es .  He  sa i d  he
hopes  t o  compa re  t he  con t i nuous  r ada r  t r ack i ng  sys tem to  sys tems  t ha t  measu re  speed
o n c e  a n d  t h e n  e s t i m a t e  t h e  v e h i c l e ’ s  a r r i v a l  t i m e  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  T h i s  s y s t e m  i s  r e f e r r e d
t o  a s  a  d e t e c t i o n - c o n t r o l  s y s t e m ,  o r  D - C S .

“ I n  m y  op in i on ,  t he re  i s  an  advan t age  t o  us i ng  r ada r  compa red  t o  measu r i ng  a  spe e d  o n c e
( D - C S  m e t h o d ) , ”  M i d d l e t o n  w r o t e  i n  a n  e m a i l ,  “ b e c a u s e  t h e  r a d a r  d e t e c t o r  c o n t i n u e s  t o
f o l l o w  e a c h  v e h i c l e  i t  s e e s  u n t i l  t h a t  v e h i c l e  g e t s  t o  w i t h i n  a b o u t  1 0 0  f t  o f  t h e  d e t e c t o r.
The re fo re ,  i t  shou ld  see  speed  changes  t ha t  m igh t  occu r  as  veh i c l es  app roach  t he
i n t e r s e c t i o n .  A p o s s i b l e  a d v a n t a g e  t o  D - C S ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i s  t h a t  i t  g i v e s  p r e f e r e n c e  t o
t r ucks  whe reas  t he  (Smar tSensor  Advance)  d o e s  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  v e h i c l e s  b y  t y p e  o r  b y
l a n e . ”

Have  i n f o rm a t i on  abou t  new  t echno log i es  o r  r esea rch  abou t  i n t e r sec t i on  sa fe t y?   Em a i l  u s  a t
i n f o @ s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .

Radar tracking decreases red l ight  running
(continued from page 3)
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Since 2001,  the Nat iona l  Campaign to  Stop Red L ight  Running and i ts  pub l ic
educat ion ef for ts  have rece ived f inanc ia l  suppor t  f rom the equipment  and
serv ice prov iders  o f  the photo enforcement  indust ry.  The companies that  make
up that  industry  are now choosing col lect ive ly  to  invest  the i r  funding
elsewhere.

However,  the need remains for  fa i r  and ob ject ive in format ion about  the danger
of  aggress ive and inat tent ive dr iv ing behaviors ,  such as red l ight  running and
speeding,  and about  photo enforcement  as one of  many remedia l  measures.

In  the past  two months we have received a number of  emai ls  and phone cal ls
f rom organizat ions and companies ask ing that  we h igh l ight  countermeasures
other  than photo enforcement  for  reducing red l ight  running and speeding.  We
plan to  do just  that  in  each of  our  Safety  Focus  newslet ters ,  s tar t ing th is  month
wi th  our  feature on a system that  uses radar  to  prov ide d i lemma zone
protect ion to  prevent  red l ight  running.

The Nat iona l  Campaign to  Stop Red L ight  Running is  compr ised o f  grassroots
members and crash surv ivors  who care deeply  about  t ra f f ic  safety  and want  to
see the Campaign persevere in  i ts  miss ion.  As we turn  the corner  in  th is  new
si tuat ion,  we wi l l  re ly  on the suppor t ,  enthus iasm and creat iv i ty  o f  our  members
to he lp us f ind the resources to  cont inue as an independent  advocacy
organ izat ion .  We are  look ing for  l i ke-minded organ izat ions  and companies
who want  to  suppor t  our  t ra f f ic  safety  in i t ia t ive.

Moving forward,  we bel ieve the Campaign can be more re levant  than ever  in
promot ing respons ib le  dr iv ing behav ior  and fos ter ing e f fec t ive ,  accountab le
t ra f f ic  safety  photo enforcement  programs to  he lp  meet  that  goal .

No longer  suppor ted  by  pho to  en fo rcemen t  i ndus t r y

New Chapter  for  the Campaign
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From the desk of Leslie Blakey
                Campaign Executive Director
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School’s In: Your Assignment — Slow Down and Stop on Red
Red light running & speeding are “completely unacceptable” to nearly 80% of drivers who continue to speed & run red lights

WASHINGTON, DC (September 10, 2009) — As U.S. primary and secondary schools welcome more than
55 million students this month, drivers need a traffic safety refresher
course. According to new figures from the AAA Foundation for
Traffic Safety, the vast majority of drivers find speeding on
residential streets and red light running “completely
unacceptable,” but a quarter of those same drivers say
they continue to speed and run red lights.

“Unfortunately, public support and public compliance are
two very different things,” said Campaign Executive Director
Leslie Blakey. “Giving lip service to traffic safety isn’t enough.”

In 2007, 13,040 people died in speed-related crashes. That same year almost 900 people were killed and an
estimated 153,000 were injured in crashes involving red light running.

“It is our hope that with school resuming, drivers will be mindful of the increase in pedestrians and motorists
during peak hours,” continued Blakey. “The AAA Foundation figures show that too many people believe in traffic
laws but prefer not to follow them. It’s time to correct that dangerous contradiction.”

In a presentation earlier (in September), AAA Foundation President & CEO, J. Peter Kissinger said 81.5% of
drivers surveyed found speeding (15 mph and over speed limit) on residential streets to be “completely
unacceptable” and 77% found running a red light to be completely unacceptable. Yet 20 to 25% of those same
people admitted to running a red light or speeding in a residential area in the past month.

The same AAA Foundation telephone survey found 67% of drivers supported red light cameras and speed
cameras on residential streets.

Kissinger made his presentation at the Governors Highway Safety Association’s annual meeting in Savannah,
Georgia. The presentation was based on information obtained in the AAA Foundation’s 2009 Traffic Safety
Culture Index, which was released this summer.

Latest Campaign press release

October  7 th i s  Internat iona l  Walk  to  Schoo l  Day
This year, an estimated 6,500 schools in the United States plan to participate in
International Walk to School Day — is your school one of them?

For  more  in fo rmat ion  on  In te rna t iona l  Wa lk  to  Schoo l  Day,  o r  to  reg is te r  you r  commun i t y ’s
e v e n t ,  v i s i t  w w w. w a l k t o s c h o o l - u s a . o r g .  To  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  s a f e  w a l k i n g  a n d  c y c l i n g  t o
schoo l  yea r - r ound ,  v i s i t  Sa fe  Rou tes  t o  Schoo l  a t  www.sa fe rou tes i n f o .o rg .
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Rick, Jody and Jermiah Dosser in 2001

E duca to r s  f o r  a  comb ined  67  yea rs ,  R i ck  and  Jody  Dosse r  have  recen t l y  f ound  a
second  ca ree r  i n  advocacy.  The  coup le  i s  r each ing  ou t  t o  I owa ’s  l eg i s l a t o r s  and
pub l i c  ask ing  f o r  suppo r t  t o  i nc rease  red  l i gh t  r unn ing  pena l t i es .

On  March ,  22 ,  2007 ,  R i ck  and  Jody ’ s  on l y  ch i l d ,  Je rm iah ,  was  wa i t i ng  a t  an  i n te r sec t i on
f o r  t h e  l i g h t  t o  c h a n g e  w h e n  h i s  m o t o r c y c l e  w a s  s t r u c k  f r o m  b e h i n d  b y  a  p i c k - u p  t r u c k ,
k i l l i ng  Je rm iah  j us t  days  be fo re  h i s  25 t h b i r t hday.

Unab le  t o  have  ch i l d ren ,  R i ck  and  Jody  adop ted  Je rm iah  when  he  was  th ree  days  o ld .
“ H e  a l w a y s  k n e w  h e  w a s  a d o p t e d , ”  s a i d  J o d y.  “ We  a l w a y s  t o l d  h i m  h e  w a s  o u r  g i f t  f r o m
God  — and  he  rea l l y  was . ”

A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  c r a s h ,  J e r m i a h  “ D o z ”  D o s s e r  w a s  w o r k i n g  a t  h i s  f i r s t  p o s t - c o l l e g e  j o b
a s  a  c o m p u t e r  p r o g r a m m e r  f o r  a n  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y  i n  D e s  M o i n e s .  T h r o u g h o u t  h i s
e d u c a t i o n ,  J e r m i a h  e x c e l l e d  i n  a t h l e t i c s  a s  w e l l  a s  a c a d e m i c s .  A s  a  s t u d e n t  a t  O s a g e
H igh  Schoo l ,  he
ea rned  a l l - s t a te
hono rs  i n  f oo tba l l  and
wres t l i ng .  He
g radua ted  cum l aude
w i th  a  deg ree  i n
c o m p u t e r  i n f o r m a t i o n
s y s t e m s  f r o m  h i s
pa r e n ts ’  a l m a  m a t e r,
Wa ldo r f  Co l l ege  i n
Fo res t  C i t y,  I owa .

Je rm iah  ded i ca ted
m u c h  o f  h i s  t i m e  t o
human i t a r i an  e f f o r t s
— f rom vo lun tee r i ng  a t  Des  Mo ines ’  i nne r - c i t y  a f t e r - schoo l  p rog ram,  t he  Sha lom Zone ,
to  dona t i ng  h i s  t ime  a t  Fo res t  C i t y  H igh  Schoo l  and  M idd le  Schoo l ,  wo rk ing  on  t he
schoo l ’ s  compu te r  ne two rk .  Weeks  be fo re  h i s  dea th ,  Je rm iah  en ro l l ed  t o  be  an  o rgan
dono r.  H i s  co rneas  and  t i s sue  we re  used  t o  he lp  be tween  10  and  12  peop le  f o l l ow ing  t he
fa ta l  c rash .  “He  had  a  hea r t  t o  he lp  o the r  peop le , ”  sa i d  R i ck .  “He  made  us  be t t e r
b e c a u s e  o f  w h o  h e  w a s . ”

Fo l l ow ing  Je rm iah ’ s  dea th ,  R i ck  and  Jody  became  ac t i ve  p roponen ts  o f  o rgan  and
t i s sue  dona t i on .  “Work i ng  t o  r a i se  awa reness  o f  o rgan  dona t i on  has  a l l owed  us  t o  t ake
Je rm iah ’s  t r agedy  and  f i nd  t he  pos i t i ve  i n  i t , ”  sa id  Jody.

Paren ts  wan t  i nc reased  pena l t i es  f o r  r unn ing  a  red  l i gh t

Iowa family  forever  changed by red l ight  crash

(continued on page 8)



Rick  and  Jody  a re  a l so  wo rk ing  t o  have  a  b i l l  i n t r oduced  tha t ,  i f  enac ted ,  wou ld  i nc rease
the  seve r i t y  o f  consequences  f o r  t hose  who  run  red  l i gh t s  i n  I owa .  The  p i ck -up  t r uck
d r i v e r  w h o  c r a s h e d  i n t o  J e r m i a h  w a s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t w o  m i s d e m e a n o r  t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n s :  1 )
f a i l u re  t o  s top  i n  a  sa fe  and  su re  d i s tance ;  and  2 )  f a i l u re  t o  r espond  t o  a  s teady  red  l i gh t .

D i s tu rbed  by  t he  l en ien t  pun i shmen t  t he  p i ck -up  t r uck  d r i ve r  r ece i ved ,  R i ck  and  Jody
con tac ted  t he  Po l k  Coun ty  A t t o rney.  They  ques t i oned  why  t he  d r i ve r  was  no t  cha rged
w i t h  veh i cu la r  hom ic i de  o r  veh i cu la r  mans laugh te r  — bo th  f e l on ies  i n  I owa .  R i ck  and
Jody  we re  t o l d  t ha t  i n  I owa ,  a l coho l  and /o r  d rugs  shou ld  be  i n  a  d r i ve r ’s  sys tem to  p ress
s u c h  c h a r g e s .  T h e  p i c k - u p  t r u c k  d r i v e r  p a s s e d  a n  a l c o h o l  t e s t  a t  t h e  a c c i d e n t  s c e n e ;
d rug  use  was  neve r  de te rm ined .  Acco rd i ng  t o  t he  she r i f f ’ s  r epo r t ,  t he  p i ck -up  t r uck  l e f t
n o  s k i d  m a r k s ,  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e  w a s  n o  a t t e m p t  t o  s t o p .

“How many  more  peop le  need  to  be  k i l l ed  o r  se r i ous l y  i n j u red  by  red  l i gh t  r unne rs
be fo re  we  change  t he  l aw?  How many  more  f am i l i es  have  t o  l i ve  w i t h  t he  l oss  o f  a
l oved  one  be fo re  we  have  s t r i c t e r  pena l t i es? ”  asked  Jody.  “We  a re  do ing  t h i s  t o
he lp  o the r  peop le .  No  one  shou ld  have  to  go  th rough  th i s . ”

The  coup le  i s  ask i ng  f o r  t he  suppo r t  o f  I owa  l eg i s l a to r s  and  c i t i zens ,  t he  I owa
Gove rno r ’s  Tra f f i c  Sa fe t y  Bu reau  and  t he  I owa  Depa r tmen t  o f  Transpo r ta t i on  and  have
p repa red  a  l e t t e r  f o r  c i r cu la t i on .  Be low  i s  an  exce rp t  f r om the  l e t t e r,  de ta i l i ng  t he i r  goa l :

“When  t he  Red  L i gh t  Runn ing  Law  becomes  ‘ en fo r ced , ’  o t he r  f am i l i es  and
f r i ends  w i l l  no t  need  to  go  t h rough  the  f r us t ra t i on  [we ]  wen t  t h rough
rega rd i ng  t he  l ack  o f  a  se r i ous  consequence  t o / f o r  a  d r i ve r  who  e l ec t s  t o
run  a  red  l i gh t  wh i ch  un in ten t i ona l l y  causes  t he  dea th  o f  a  pe rson (s )  o r
un in ten t i ona l l y  causes  se r i ous  i n j u r y  t o  a  pe rson (s ) . ”

I f  you  a re  an  I owa  res iden t  i n te res ted  i n  j o i n i ng  R i ck  and  Jody  on  the i r  m iss ion  f o r
ha rshe r  pena l t i es ,  t hey  encou rage  you  t o  con tac t  t he  Gove rno r ’s  Tra f f i c  Sa fe t y  Bu reau
a t  w w w.dps . s t a t e . i a . u s /
c o m m i s / g t s b  a n d  t h e  I o w a
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Transpo r ta t i on  a t
www. iowado t .gov.  To  f i nd
and  con tac t  you r  I owa
s ta te  l eg i s l a t o r,  v i s i t
w w w. l e g i s . s ta t e . i a . u s .

(continued from page 2)

Parents working for tougher penalties
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 Have a  Happy Hal loween

and watch out  for  a l l  the

ghouls  and gobl ins  on the

roads  and crosswalks .



The  Na t i ona l  Campa ign  t o  Stop  Red  L igh t  Runn ing  has  expanded  i t s  r each
to  soc ia l  med ia .  You  can  become  a  f an  on  Facebook  by  t yp i ng  “The

Na t i ona l  Campa ign  to  Stop  Red  L igh t  Runn ing ”  i n to  t he
sea rch  ba r  and  c l i c k i ng  “ become  a  f an . ”  To  f o l l ow  us  on
Tw i t t e r,  sea rch  f o r  “Stop4RedL igh ts ”  and  c l i c k  “ f o l l ow. ”

Soc ia l  med ia  p rov i des  a  g rea t  venue  t o  hea r  f r om  ou r  Campa ign  members ,  and  we
we l come  you r  f eedback  on  bo th  s i t es .  Facebook  a l l ows  f ans  t o  l eave  no tes ,  pho tos  and
c o m m e n t s  o n  o u r  p a g e .  P l e a s e  b e  s u r e  t o  s h a r e  r e l e v a n t  n e w s  c l i p p i n g s  a n d  t h o u g h t s
w i t h  us ,  and  a l l  ou r  f ans .  Tw i t t e r  has  a l l owed  us  t o  r each  more  peop le  t han  eve r  — and
w e  a r e  a l w a y s  l o o k i n g  f o r  n e w s  t o  t w e e t !  D i r e c t  m e s s a g e  o r  t w e e t  @ St o p 4 R e d L i g h ts
w i t h  you r  t r a f f i c  sa fe t y  news .

As  a lways ,  f o r  mo re  i n fo rma t i on  on  t he  Na t i ona l  Campa ign  t o
Stop  Red  L igh t  Runn ing ,  v i s i t  www.s top red l i gh t runn ing . com .
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Talk to us!

For  da i l y  upda tes

( l i k e  t h i s  o n e )
f o l l o w  u s  o n  Tw i t t e r !


