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w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m

Vi r g i n i a  B e a c h  C i t y  C o u n c i l
a p p r o v e s  c a m e r a s

O n  A p r i l  2 2 ,  t h e  Vi rg i n i a  B e a c h  C i t y
C o u n c i l  a p p r o v e d  t h e  u s e  o f  t e n  r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a t  a  m i n i m u m  o f  f i v e
in t e r s ec t i ons  i n  Vi rg in i a  Beach .
U n d e r  t h e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m ,
camera s  w i l l  pho tog raph  veh i c l e s
runn ing  r ed  l i gh t s  and  c i t a t i ons  w i l l
b e  s e n t  b y  m a i l  t o  t h e  v e h i c l e ’s
r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r.  T h e  c a m e r a
l o c a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  c h o s e n  b a s e d  o n  r e d
l i g h t  r u n n i n g  v i o l a t i o n s ,  c r a s h e s  a n d
i n t e r s e c t i o n  d e s i g n .

Vi o l a t o r s  r e c e i v i n g  t i c k e t s  h a v e  f o u r  o p t i o n s :  p a y  t h e
t i c k e t ,  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  a  t r a f f i c  c o u r t  j u d g e ,  a p p e a l  t o  t h e
p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  c o m p l e t e  a  n o t a r i z e d  a f f i d a v i t
d e n y i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y.  T h e  Vi rg i n i a  B e a c h  P o l i c e
D e p a r t m e n t  i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  a  m e a s u r e  b y  w h i c h  t h o s e
d e n y i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  d r i v e r,
h o w e v e r,  a  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  m a t t e r  i s  s t i l l  p e n d i n g .

T h e  Vi rg i n i a  B e a c h  C i t y  C o u n c i l  v o t e  f o l l o w s  y e a r s  o f
h a r d  w o r k  b y  t h e  c i t y ’s  t r a f f i c  e n g i n e e r i n g  d e p a r t m e n t ,
p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  a d v o c a t e s .  F o u r
y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  c o n s i d e r e d  a  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a
p r o p o s a l  b u t  d i d  n o t  a p p r o v e .  S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  a d v o c a t e s
s t e p p e d  u p  e f f o r t s  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  c o u n c i l  o n  t h e  s a f e t y
b e n e f i t s  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  T h e  Vi rg i n i a  B e a c h  P o l i c e
D e p a r t m e n t  c o n d u c t e d  a  s t u d y  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a n d
f o u n d  t h a t  3 9 3  c r a s h e s  i n  Vi rg i n i a  B e a c h  i n  2 0 0 1  w e r e
r e l a t e d  t o  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g .

( c o n t .  o n  p g . 2 )

Photo  Enforcement  Leg is la t ion
Advances  a t  the  S ta te  and  Loca l  Leve l

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  e d i t o r i a l  a p p e a r e d  i n  T h e  C h a r l o t t e  O b s e r v e r  o n
A p r i l  2 1 ,  2 0 0 3 .

Catch ing  speeders -  Po l i ce  shou ld  be
a l lowed  to  spot  them wi th  cameras

P u b l i c  s a f e t y  i n  C h a r l o t t e - M e c k l e n b u r g  w o u l d  b e
i m p r o v e d  b y  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g  i n  t h e  N . C .  G e n e r a l
A s s e m b l y.  H e r e ’s  h o p i n g  l a w m a k e r s  w i l l  p u t  t h i s
m e a s u r e  o n  t h e  b o o k s . ( c o n t . o n  p g . 4 )
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( c o n t .  f r o m  p g . 1 )

Photo Enforcement  Leg is la t ion

“ T h e  Vi rg i n i a  B e a c h  C i t y  C o u n c i l  h a s
t a k e n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  i n  a l l o w i n g
c a m e r a s  t o  b e  u s e d  a t  i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n s , ”
s a i d  D r.  B r y a n  P o r t e r,  a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r
a t  O l d  D o m i n i o n  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  m e m b e r  o f
t h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  t o  S t o p  R e d  L i g h t
R u n n i n g  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d .  “ T h e  a d d i t i o n  o f
t e n  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  w i l l  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e
s a f e t y  i n  t h e  c i t y  b y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t s
o f  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g ,  w i t h  r e d u c t i o n s  i n
i n t e r s e c t i o n  c r a s h e s  t o  f o l l o w.  C a m e r a s  a r e
i m p o r t a n t  t o o l s  t o  a d d  t o  t h e  a r s e n a l
t a rge t i ng  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing . ”

M a r y l a n d  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  a u t h o r i z e s
photo  radar  wh i l e  Ba l t imore  p lans  to
expand  red  l i gh t  camera  program

T h e  M a r y l a n d  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  p a s s e d  a
b i l l  a l l o w i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  p h o t o  r a d a r
c a m e r a s  f o r  s p e e d  i n  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d
s c h o o l  z o n e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .
Vi o l a t o r s  w o u l d  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  a  f i n e  o f
$ 1 0 0  a n d  n o  p o i n t s  o n  t h e  d r i v e r ’s  l i c e n s e .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  N H T S A ,  s p e e d  r e l a t e d
c r a s h e s  i n  M a r y l a n d  r e s u l t e d  i n  2 3 0
f a t a l i t i e s  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  i n j u r i e s  i n
2 0 0 1 . T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  t o  S t o p  R e d
L i g h t  R u n n i n g  i s  n o w  u r g i n g  t h e  g o v e r n o r
t o  s i g n  t h e  b i l l  i n t o  l a w.

A l s o  i n  M a r y l a n d ,  t h e  c i t y  o f  B a l t i m o r e  i s
cons ide r i ng  add ing  60  more  r ed  l i gh t
c a m e r a s  t o  t h o s e  c u r r e n t l y  i n  u s e .  T h i s
w o u l d  m o r e  t h a n  d o u b l e  t h e  a m o u n t  n o w  i n
p l a c e  a t  c i t y  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .   I n  t h e  f i r s t
y e a r  c a m e r a s  w e r e  i n s t a l l e d ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
s i d e - i m p a c t  c r a s h e s  d e c l i n e d  b y  4 3  p e r c e n t
a n d  r e a r - e n d  c r a s h e s  d e c l i n e d  b y  7 1
p e r c e n t  a t  t h e  s a m e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .  T h e  c i t y
h a s  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  c a m e r a s  b e c o m e
o p e r a t i o n a l  i n  t h e  n e x t  1 2  m o n t h s .

***
Nat iona l  Campaign  suppor ts  b i l l
mod i fy ing  C a l i f o r n i a ' s  r e d  l i g h t
camera  p rograms
S e n a t e  B i l l  7 8 0  m o d i f i e s  C a l i f o r n i a ’s
cur ren t  me thod  o f  t i cke t ing  red  l igh t
runners  caught  by  au tomated  photo

enfo rcemen t .  Th i s  b i l l  makes  r ed  l i gh t
runn ing  a  c iv i l  v io l a t i on ,  s im i l a r  t o
enforcement  o f  pa rk ing  t i cke t s ,  r a the r
t han  a  c r im ina l  one .  SB  780  r equ i r e s
rep lac ing  cameras  tha t  pho tograph  the
f r o n t  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e  a n d  i t s  d r i v e r  w i t h  a
r ea r  c amera  t ha t  c ap tu r e s  t he  veh i c l e ,
t he  l im i t  l i ne  and  the  r ed  s igna l .  The
t i cke t  i s  t hen  sen t  t o  t he  veh ic l e ’s
r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r.  T h i s  p r o v i s i o n  s h o u l d
s e r v e  t o  a l l e v i a t e  m o t o r i s t s ’  p r i v a c y
concerns  a long  wi th  any  doub t  tha t  the
pho tographed  veh ic le  was  go ing  th rough
the  i n t e r sec t ion  on  r ed .

Th i s  sys t em o f  r eg i s t e r ed  owner
l i a b i l i t y  a n d  c i v i l  a d j u d i c a t i o n  h a s  b e e n
used  in  mos t  o the r  s t a t e s  w i th  r ed  l i gh t
camera  p rograms  and  ensures  much  more
cons i s ten t  enforcement .  S ta tes  tha t
m a n d a t e  c i v i l  a d j u d i c a t i o n  a c h i e v e  a  7 0
pe rcen t  p rosecu t ion  r a t e  –  doub le  t he
cu r ren t  Ca l i fo rn i a  r a t e .  In su rance
indus t ry  r e sea rch  ind i ca t e s  t ha t  80
pe rcen t  o f  veh i c l e s  obse rved  runn ing
r e d  l i g h t s  a r e  d r i v e n  b y  t h e i r  r e g i s t e r e d
owne r  o r  r e s i den t s  o f  t he  s ame
househo ld .  The  overwhe lming  major i ty
o f  v i o l a t o r s  a r e  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r  o f
t he  veh i c l e .  I n  t he  ca se s  whe re  t h i s  i s
n o t  s o ,  t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  a  w a y  b y  w h i c h
the  r eg i s t e r ed  owner  can  iden t i fy  the
d r ive r  t o  whom a  c i t a t i on  shou ld  i n  f ac t
be  cha rged .

The  pu rpose  o f  pho to  r ed  l i gh t
enfo rcement  i s  to  r educe  the  number  o f
peop le  runn ing  r ed  l i gh t s  and  to  s ave
l i ve s  by  r educ ing  t he  c r a shes  caused  by
red  l i gh t  runne r s .  S tud ie s  have  shown
tha t  the  cons i s tency  of  punishment  has
g rea t e r  de t e r r en t  va lue  than  the  seve r i ty
o f  pun i shment .  Th i s  b i l l  wou ld  enhance
C a l i f o r n i a ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  d e t e r  r e d  l i g h t
runn ing  and  ensure  tha t  v io la to r s
r ece ive  c i t a t i ons .  We  u rge  t he
C a l i f o r n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p a s s  S B  7 8 0
wi thou t  de l ay.
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Leg is la t ive  Update
Below p lease  f ind  h igh l igh t s  f rom a  f ew o f  the  many  pho to  en fo rcemen t  b i l l s
cu r r en t ly  pend ing  in  s t a t e  l eg i s l a tu re s .  Fo r  more  i n fo rma t ion ,  p l ea se  s ee  t he
a r t i c l e s  o n  s p e c i f i c  b i l l s  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  a n d  v i s i t  A d v o c a t e s  f o r  H i g h w a y  a n d  A u t o
S a f e t y ’s  w e b p a g e  a t  www. s a f e r o a d s . o rg .

I l l ino i s :  S .B .  173  (Sen .  Cu l l e r ton )  p rov ides  fo r  s t a t ewide  au tho r i za t i on  o f  pho to
en fo rcemen t .  I t  pa s sed  ou t  o f  t he  Sena t e  on  Apr i l  3  by  a  vo t e  o f  41 -17 .  The  b i l l  i s
now pend ing  in  t he  House .  I t  w i l l  l i ke ly  be  a s s igned  to  e i t he r  t he  House  Loca l
Government  Commi t t ee  o r  the  House  Transpor ta t ion  Commi t t ee .  The  b i l l  i s
expec ted  to  move  in  t he  House  th i s  week .

Texas:  Statewide red l ight  photo  enforcement  b i l l s  were  in t roduced.   H.B.  901 (Rep.
King)  was passed out  of  the  House Transportat ion Commit tee  6-2.  The bi l l  d ied on the
House f loor  ear ly this  week.

Washington:  H .B .  1324  was  r e fe r r ed  to  the  House  Transpor t a t ion  Commi t t ee .  The
compan ion  b i l l ,  S .B .  5369 ,  i s  now pend ing  in  t he  Ru le s  Commi t t ee .  The  b i l l s
p rov ide  fo r  s t a t ewide  au tho r i za t i on  fo r  pho to  en fo rcemen t  ( r ed  l i gh t ,  r ada r  and
ra i l road  c ros s ing )  and  owner  l i ab i l i t y.   A t  a  min imum,  advoca t e s  hope  t o  ex t end  the
sunse t  p rov i s ion  on  t he  p i l o t  p rog ram and  make  i t  pos s ib l e  fo r  a l l  r evenues  t o
re tu rn  to  t he  c i t i e s .

Pennsy lvan ia :  A  Ph i l ade lph i a  c i t y  o rd inance  t o  enac t  a  pho to  r ed  l i gh t  p i l o t
p rog ram was  au tho r i zed  by  the  Gene ra l  Assembly  in  2002 .   The  C i ty  Counc i l  has
in t roduced  l eg i s l a t i on  and  a  hea r ing  on  t he  b i l l  i s  s chedu led  fo r  May  6 .

Missour i :  S .B .  90  (Sen .  Kennedy)  was  i n t roduced  and  r e f e r r ed  t o  t he
Transpor t a t ion  Commi t t ee .  I t  wou ld  a l low t en  c i t i e s  th roughou t  the  s t a t e  to
e s t a b l i s h  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s ,  e s t a b l i s h e s  o w n e r  l i a b i l i t y,  s e t s  a  $ 5 0  f i n e
l imi t ,  p rov ides  fo r  a  f l a t  f ee  a r r angemen t  w i th  t he  vendor,  and  i t  con ta in s  a  sunse t
c l ause  (Aug .  28 ,  2008 ) .  The  l eg i s l a tu r e  ad jou rns  on  May  14 ,  2003 .

Nevada:  S .B .  220  (Sena t e  Jud i c i a ry  Commi t t ee )  wou ld  r epea l  t he  ex i s t i ng
proh ib i t ion  on  the  use  o f  pho to  en fo rcemen t .   I t  passed  ou t  o f  the  Sena te
Transpor t a t ion  Commi t t ee  on  March  27  and  i s  expec ted  to  go  to  the  Sena te  F loo r.

North  Caro l ina :  H.B.  562  (Rep .  A lexande r,  Rep .  Rhodes )  has  been  in t roduced  and
i s  pend ing  in  the  House  Jud ic i a ry  I  Commi t t ee .   I t  wou ld  au tho r i ze  a  t h ree  yea r
pho to  r ada r  p i l o t  p rog ram in  Cha r lo t t e .

Add i t i ona l l y,  H .B .  68  (Rep .  Lucas )  pa s sed  t he  House  on  March  24  and  i s  now
pending  in  the  Sena te  S ta te  Government ,  Loca l  Government  and  Ve te rans  Affa i r s
Commi t t ee .   I t  wou ld  a l low the  use  o f  r ed  l i gh t  camera  en fo rcemen t  in  Spr ing  Lake
and  Newton .
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I t  w o u l d  l e t  p o l i c e  u s e  c a m e r a s  t o  p h o t o g r a p h  t h e  l i c e n s e  t a g s  o f  s p e e d e r s .

Vi o l a t o r s  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  i n  t h e  m a i l  t h e  s a m e  k i n d  o f  t i c k e t  n o w  s e n t  t o
d r i v e r s  w h o  a r e  p h o t o g r a p h e d  r u n n i n g  r e d  l i g h t s .  T h e y  a r e  f i n e d  $ 5 0 ,  a n d  n o
i n s u r a n c e  o r  d r i v e r ’s  l i c e n s e  p e n a l t y  p o i n t s  a r e  l e v i e d .

T h e  p r o p o s a l  h a s  m e r i t  o n  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s ,  a m o n g  t h e m  i m p r o v e d  e f f i c i e n c y  f o r
p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s .  E x p e r i e n c e  a l r e a d y  s h o w s  t h a t  u s i n g  c a m e r a s  i n  s t e p p e d - u p
e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o d u c e s  d e s i r a b l e  r e s u l t s .  T h e  r e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a s  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d
i n  m o d e r a t i n g  d r i v e r  b e h a v i o r  a n d  l o w e r i n g  a c c i d e n t  r a t e s .

“ P o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  c a r  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  b e  u s i n g  t h e  s a m e  d i s c r e t i o n
t h e y  d o  w i t h  a  r a d a r  g u n , ”  s a y s  C h a r l o t t e - M e c k l e n b u r g  P o l i c e  C h i e f  D a r r e l
S t e p h e n s .  “ I f  w e  c a n  s e e  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  s p e e d ,  w e  w o u l d  s e e  r e d u c t i o n s  i n
a c c i d e n t s  a n d  i n j u r i e s . ”

T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  t w i c e  r e j e c t e d  s i m i l a r  p r o p o s a l s .  S o m e  o p p o n e n t s  s a i d
c a m e r a s  i n v a d e  d r i v e r  p r i v a c y.  O t h e r s  s a i d  t i c k e t i n g  s p e e d e r s  i s  t h e
f a c e - t o - f a c e  j o b  o f  s w o r n  o f f i c e r s ,  n o t  o f  m e c h a n i c a l  d e v i c e s  a n d  t h e  U . S .
P o s t a l  S e r v i c e .

P r o p o n e n t s  h o p e  l a w m a k e r s  w i l l  b e  s w a y e d  b y  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h i s  y e a r ’s
v e r s i o n  t h a t  c a m e r a s  m u s t  b e  o p e r a t e d  b y  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s .  N o n e  w o u l d  b e
f r e e - s t a n d i n g  a n d  a u t o m a t e d .  “ We ’ r e  n o t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  p o l i c e  j u s t  s e t t i n g  a n
u n a t t e n d e d  c a m e r a  o u t  t h e r e , ”  C h i e f  S t e p h e n s  s a y s .

L e g i s l a t o r s  s h o u l d  a l s o  n o t e  s e v e r a l  s a f e g u a r d s .  Wa r n i n g  s i g n s  w o u l d  b e
c o n s p i c u o u s l y  p o s t e d  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  f e e t  f r o m  a  c a m e r a  s i t e .  C a m e r a s
w o u l d  b e  a p p r o v e d ,  c a l i b r a t e d  a n d  t e s t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s t a t e w i d e  s t a n d a r d s .

Ti c k e t s  w o u l d  c l e a r l y  s t a t e  h o w  d r i v e r s  c o u l d  c h a l l e n g e  t h e m .  L o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t
w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  n o n - j u d i c i a l  h e a r i n g  p r o c e s s  t o  r e v i e w
o b j e c t i o n s  t o  c i t a t i o n s .

S p e e d i n g  i s  a  m a t e r i a l  p r o b l e m  i n  C h a r l o t t e - M e c k l e n b u r g .  L a s t  y e a r  i t  p l a y e d  a
r o l e  i n  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  t h e  f a t a l  c r a s h e s  h e r e .  T h i s  p r o p o s e d  s y s t e m  i s  n o t
e x p e r i m e n t a l .  I t  i s  a l r e a d y  e m p l o y e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  1 6  l o c a l e s  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .
O n e  C a l i f o r n i a  t o w n  s a w  a  5 0  p e r c e n t  c r a s h  r e d u c t i o n  o v e r  f i v e  y e a r s ,
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  M e c k l e n b u rg  Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e .

S a f e t y  o n  t h e  s t r e e t s  i s  n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  p e r s o n a l  p h i l o s o p h y  o r  g a m e s m a n s h i p .
D r i v e r s  d o n ’ t  h a v e  s o m e  k i n d  o f  p r i v a c y - p r o t e c t e d  r i g h t  t o  b r e a k  t h e  l a w  a n d
e n d a n g e r  o t h e r s .  R a t h e r,  d r i v e r s  h a v e  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  o b s e r v e  e s t a b l i s h e d
r u l e s  a n d  r e s p e c t  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  o t h e r s .

L i v e s  a r e  a t  s t a k e  h e r e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  o f  l a w - a b i d i n g  p e o p l e  t o  b e  s a f e
a n d  t o  f e e l  s a f e  o n  t h e  p u b l i c  s t r e e t s .  T h e r e  i s  s i m p l y  n o  g o o d  r e a s o n  t o
r e j e c t  t h i s  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  m e a s u r e  t o  c u r b  b e h a v i o r  t h a t  i s  i m p e r m i s s i b l e  i n
t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .

( c o n t .  f r o m  p g . 1 )

R e p r i n t e d  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  T h e  C h a r l o t t e  O b s e r v e r.  C o p y r i g h t  o w n e d  b y  T h e  C h a r l o t t e  O b s e r v e r.

Edi to r i a l :  Ca tch ing  Speede r s
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C a m e r a ’s  w o r k  c h a n g e s  a  m i n d  i n  L o n g  B e a c h :  A f t e r  s e e i n g  v i d e o  i n  c o u r t ,  r e d
l i g h t  v i o l a t o r  s a y s  t e c h n o l o g y  m a y  h a v e  v a l u e   A p r i l  2 0 ,  2 0 0 3  T h e  L o n g  B e a c h
Press  Te legram

D r i v e r s  b e i n g  t i c k e t e d  b y  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a t  L o n g  B e a c h  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  o f f e r  m a n y  e x c u s e s
f o r  w h a t  r e a l l y  h a p p e n e d .  M a n y  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  y e l l o w  l i g h t  w a s  t o o  s h o r t ,  o r  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e
i n  a  h u r r y  o r  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  t o  s t o p  s u d d e n l y,  p o s s i b l y  g e t t i n g  r e a r - e n d e d .  T h e
m o s t  p o p u l a r  e x c u s e  b y  f a r  i s  t h a t  t h e  l i g h t  w a s  s t i l l  y e l l o w  w h e n  t h e  v i o l a t o r ’s  v e h i c l e
p a s s e d  t h e  l i m i t  l i n e .

S h i r e l l  O r o b i y i ,  5 0 ,  w a s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  d r i v e r s  w h o  a r g u e d  t h a t  s h e  d r o v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  l i g h t
w h e n  i t  w a s  s t i l l  y e l l o w.  S h e  e n t e r e d  t h e  c o u r t r o o m  t o  c o n t e s t  h e r  t i c k e t ,  a l l e g i n g  t h a t
c a m e r a s  v i o l a t e d  h e r  r i g h t s  a n d  t h a t  c a m e r a s  w e r e  o f  l i t t l e  v a l u e  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y.

A f t e r  s e e i n g  t h e  f o o t a g e  o f  h e r  c a r  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  t h e  s i g n a l  l i g h t  t u r n i n g  r e d
a n d  h e r  v e h i c l e  c l e a r l y  c o n t i n u i n g  o n  d u r i n g  t h e  r e d  s i g n a l ,  S h i r e l l  O r o b i y i  r e a l i z e d  s h e  h a d
r u n  t h e  l i g h t .  T h e  c a m e r a  c h a n g e d  a n g l e s  a n d  s h o w e d  t h a t  s h e  w a s  c l e a r l y  t h e  d r i v e r.

A f t e r  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  O r o b i y i  s a i d  s h e  w a s  g r a t e f u l  s h e  h a d  n o t  i n j u r e d  a n y o n e  b y  r u n n i n g  t h e
r e d  l i g h t  a n d  s a i d  s h e  h a d  l e a r n e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  c a m e r a s .

“ N o w,  s e e i n g  i t  o n  t h e  b i g  s c r e e n , ”  s h e  s a i d ,  “ m a y b e  i t  i s  a  g o o d  t h i n g . ”

T h e  L e t t e r  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  b e l o w  a p p e a re d  i n  A n n a p o l i s ,  M a r y l a n d ’s  T h e  C a p i t a l
n e w s p a p e r  o n  A p r i l  1 6 ,  2 0 0 3 .  R e p r i n t e d  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  T h e  C a p i t a l .

S p e e d i n g ,  c a m e r a s

I  w a s  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t o  s e e  T h e  C a p i t a l  ( M a r c h  2 9 )  s i d i n g  w i t h  s p e e d e r s  a n d  a r g u i n g  t h a t
p h o t o  r a d a r  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  u n t r u s t w o r t h y  a n d  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  t i c k e t s  t o  “ i n n o c e n t ”  m o t o r i s t s .

S p e e d i n g  i s  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  c o n d o n e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  o u r
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  s c h o o l  z o n e s .  “ S o c c e r  m o m s  a n d  n o r m a l l y  g o o d  d r i v e r s ”  d r i v i n g  a t
e x c e s s i v e  s p e e d s  p u t  t h e i r  o w n  c h i l d r e n  a n d  o t h e r s  a t  r i s k .

I n  o t h e r  c i t i e s  a n d  s t a t e s ,  p h o t o  r a d a r  h a s  p r o v e n  e f f e c t i v e  i n  d e t e r r i n g  s p e e d i n g  a n d  r e l i a b l e
i n  c i t i n g  o n l y  l a w b r e a k e r s .  S h o u l d  a n  u n d e s e r v i n g  d r i v e r  b e  i s s u e d  a  c i t a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d
l a w  p r o v i d e s  a  m e a n s  o f  a p p e a l .

I n  M a r y l a n d  i n  2 0 0 1 ,  2 3 0  p e o p l e  d i e d  i n  s p e e d - r e l a t e d  c r a s h e s  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  m o r e  w e r e
i n j u r e d ,  a t  a  c o s t  o f  $ 7 3 2  m i l l i o n .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w s  t h e  u s e  o f  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  i n  t h e
a r e a s  w h e r e  w e  n e e d  s a f e t y  c o u n t e r -
m e a s u r e s  m o s t  -  i n  o u r  s c h o o l  z o n e s  a n d  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o u l d  h e l p  s a v e  t h e
l i v e s  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  n e i g h b o r s .

A s  f o r  b o o s t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  r e v e n u e s :  S p e e d e r s  w h o  l e t  u p  o n  t h e  g a s  a  l i t t l e  w i l l  m a k e  t h e i r
“ c o n t r i b u t i o n ”  t o  s a f e t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  -  t h a t  s e e m s  l i k e  a  f a i r  t r a d e ,  d o e s n ’ t  i t ?

L i n d a  G r e e n e
Edgewa te r



P a g e  6

                       A d v o c a t e s  f o r  H i g h w a y  a n d  A u t o  S a f e t y  ( A d v o c a t e s )  i s  b u i l d i n g  a  n e t w o r k   o f

                       i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  h a v e  e i t h e r  s u r v i v e d  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h  o r  l o s t  a  l o v e d
           o n e  b e c a u s e  o f  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h .   A d v o c a t e s  i s  a n  a l l i a n c e  o f  c o n s u m e r,

                       h e a l t h ,  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  s a f e t y  g r o u p s  a n d  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  a g e n t s
w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  m a k e  A m e r i c a ’s  r o a d s  s a f e r.  S i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  i n  1 9 8 9 ,  A d v o c a t e s  h a s
w o r k e d  w i t h  s u r v i v o r  a d v o c a t e s  t o  a d v a n c e  a n d  p r o t e c t  h i g h w a y  s a f e t y  l a w s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
c o u n t r y.  T h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  c r a s h e s
a n d  h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  w o r k  t o  p r o t e c t  o t h e r s  f r o m  t h e  p a i n  t h e y  h a v e  h a d  t o  e n d u r e .

S u r v i v o r  a d v o c a t e s  c a n  b e c o m e  a s  i n v o l v e d  a s  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  c u r t a i l  r e d
l i g h t  r u n n i n g .  N o  p r e v i o u s  a d v o c a c y  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  n e e d e d .   A d v o c a t e s  w i l l  w o r k  w i t h
t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  p r e p a r e ,  a s s i s t  a n d  e v e n  c o a c h  t h e m  f o r  a d v o c a c y  i n v o l v e m e n t  i f
d e s i r e d .  S o m e  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  s u r v i v o r  a d v o c a t e s  c a n  c h o o s e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a r e :
w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  l e g i s l a t o r s ;  t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e s ;  s p e a k i n g  t o
n e w s  r e p o r t e r s  o n  t h e  p h o n e ;  w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  p a p e r s ;  s e r v i n g  a s  a
s p o k e s p e r s o n  a t  m e d i a  e v e n t s ;  a n d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  s u r v i v o r  a d v o c a t e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
c o u n t r y.

I f  y o u  k n o w  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h  o r  w h o  h a s  a  f a m i l y
m e m b e r  o r  f r i e n d  w h o  w a s  i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d  i n  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h  a n d  m i g h t  b e

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t a l k i n g  w i t h  A d v o c a t e s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :

A d v o c a t e s  f o r  H i g h w a y  a n d  A u t o  S a f e t y
7 5 0  F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  N E ,  S u i t e  9 0 1 ,  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 0 0 2

2 0 2 - 4 0 8 - 1 7 11  o r  8 0 0 - 6 5 9 - 2 2 4 7
F a x :  2 0 2 - 4 0 8 - 1 6 9 9

E - m a i l :  a d v o c a t e s @ s a f e r o a d s . o r g
We b s i t e :  w w w. s a f e r o a d s . o r g

A l l  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  k e p t  c o n f i d e n t i a l .

Nat iona l  Campa ign  Member
 Advoca tes  fo r  H ighway  and  Au to  Sa fe ty  i s  seek ing
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Attent ion  Campaign  Members!
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