
SSS A F E T Y FFF O C U S
J u n e   2 0 0 8Vo l u m e  S e v e n ,  N o . 4

Th is  i ssue  fea tu res  ac t ions  you  can  take  to  suppor t  Na t iona l  Stop
on  Red Week ,  a  beh ind- the-scenes  look  a t  how law en fo rcement
o f f i ce rs  rev iew red  l i gh t  runn ing  pho tographs ,  a  snapsho t  o f  A A A
Founda t i on ’ s  2 0 0 8  “ Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y  C u l t u r e  I n d e x , ”  a  n e w  r e p o r t
s h o w i n g  h o w  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  r e d u c e  c r a s h e s  a s  w e l l  a s  s a v e
t i m e ,  a n d  a n  u pd a t e  o f  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  f rom
around  the  coun t ry.

w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m

B a r b a r a  H a r s h a
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

G o v e r n o r s  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  A s s o c i a t i o n

B r i a n  O ’ N e i l l
F o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t

I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y

J u d i t h  L e e  S t o n e
P r e s i d e n t  a n d  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

A d v o c a t e s  f o r  H i g h w a y  a n d  A u t o  S a f e t y

H a r r y  Te t e r
P r e s i d e n t ,  A m e r i c a n  Tr a u m a  S o c i e t y

A n t h o n y  K a n e ,  P h . D
D i r e c t o r  o f  E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  Te c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s

A m .  A s s o c .  o f  S t a t e  H i g h w a y  a n d
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  O f f i c i a l s  ( A A S H TO )

A n n  S w e e t
F o u n d e r,  F o c u s  o n  S a f e t y

B i l l  Wi l k i n s o n
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

Na t iona l  Cen te r  fo r  B icyc l i ng  and  Wa lk ing

B r y a n  P o r t e r,  P h . D
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  P s y c h o l o g y

O l d  D o m i n i o n  U n i v e r s i t y

R i c a r d o  M a r t i n e z ,  M . D .
C l i n i c a l  P r o f e s s o r  o f  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c i n e  a t

E m o r y  U n i v e r s i t y
F o r m e r  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e

N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

A l l e n  F i e l d s
R e t i r e d  C h i e f  J u s t i c e

R e p u b l i c  o f  t h e  M a r s h a l l  I s l a n d s

J o h n  M c G i n n e s s
S h e r i f f

S a c r a m e n t o  C o u n t y,  C A

Te r r y  G a i n e r
S e r g e a n t - A t - A r m s

U . S .  S e n a t e

E a r l  S w e e n e y
Ass is tan t  Commiss ioner

New Hampsh i re  Dep t .  o f  Pub l i c  Sa fe ty

P e t e r  H a r k n e s s
E d i t o r  a n d  P u b l i s h e r
Gove r n i n g  M a g a z i n e

J o h n  U l c z y c k i
Nat iona l  Sa fe ty  Counc i l

Andy Clarke
Execu t i ve  D i rec to r

League  o f  Amer i can  B icyc l i s t s

T H E  N AT I O N A L
C A M PA I G N  T O  S T O P

R E D  L I G H T  R U N N I N G
A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D

2008
NATIONAL
STOP ON RED
WEEK
AUG. 3rd – 9th

www.stopredlightrunning.com

AAs part of National Stop on Red Week, this year the National Campaign
 to Stop Red Light Running is encouraging all traffic safety supporters

to make your voices heard. Beginning in mid-July, go to our website and
send a message asking the federal government to lead the way in con-
demning aggressive driving and promoting automated enforcement as one
way to improve traffic safety.

Go to www.stopredlightrunning.com and sign the following statement:
“I support safe driving and enforcement to ensure that people stop for red
lights and do not speed. The federal government should be leading the
way by encourag-
ing states to adopt
automated enforce-
ment laws to help
police crack down
on aggressive
driving.”

The letters will be
compiled by the
National Campaign to Stop Red Light Running and presented to federal
officials and the new President of the United States in 2009.

Go to page 4 for suggestions on how to observe National Stop on Red
Week. And look in the August issue of Ladies Home Journal for a red light
running article, which will feature a link to our website’s message to federal
officials.

P u b l i s h e d  b y  T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m pa i g n  t o  St o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g

Voice your support for safer streets
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To t icket  — or  not?
B y  E l i s a  C r o u c h
S T.  L O U I S  P O S T- D I S PAT C H
M a y  2 6 ,  2 0 0 8

O n  t h e  v i d e o ,  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  i s  o b v i o u s :  A s i l v e r  L e x u s  p l o w s  t h r o u g h  a  r e d  l i g h t  a t  O l i v e
B o u l e v a r d  a n d  I n t e r s t a t e  2 7 0 .

C r e v e  C o e u r  p o l i c e  L t .  Wi l l i a m  F u n k h o u s e r,  n u r s i n g  a  c u p  o f  c o f f e e ,  w a t c h e s  t h e  i m a g e s  o n
h i s  c o m p u t e r,  t h e n  r e - e x a m i n e s  t w o  p h o t o s  s n a p p e d  b y  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  H e  t h e n  h i t s  t h e
“ r e j e c t ”  b u t t o n ,  t h r o w i n g  o u t  t h e  v i o l a t i o n .

O n e  o f  t h e  c a m e r a s  f a i l e d  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  L e x u s  b e f o r e  i t  c r o s s e d  t h e  s t o p  l i n e .  I n s t e a d ,  i t
s n a p p e d  t h e  p h o t o  t h e  m o m e n t  a f t e r  i t  c r o s s e d .  “ I  i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e  v e h i c l e  b e  a t  o r  b e f o r e  t h e
l i n e , ”  F u n k h o u s e r  s a i d .  “ I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  r e j e c t  t h i s ,  a l t h o u g h  i t ’s  a  g o o d  v i o l a t i o n . ”

E v e r y  d a y,  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  i n  d o z e n s  o f  a r e a  c i t i e s  s o r t  t h r o u g h  h u n d r e d s  o f  r e d  l i g h t
v i o l a t i o n s  a n d  w e e d  o u t  m a n y  o f  t h e m .  A P o s t - D i s p a t c h  r e p o r t e r  s p e n t  t i m e  a t  t h r e e
d e p a r t m e n t s  —  A r n o l d ,  C r e v e  C o e u r  a n d  F l o r i s s a n t  —  t o  s e e  h o w  t h e  s y s t e m  w o r k s .  T h e
a m o u n t  o f  s l a c k  t h a t  o f f i c e r s  g i v e  d r i v e r s  v a r i e s  b y  d e p a r t m e n t .  B u t  b a d  w e a t h e r,  f u n e r a l
p r o c e s s i o n s ,  m i s m a t c h e d  v e h i c l e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  d i r t y  c a m e r a  l e n s e s  —  a l l  a r e  c o m m o n  r e a s o n s
f o r  r e j e c t i o n .

“ W h a t  w o u l d  a n  o f f i c e r  o n  t h e  s c e n e  d o ? ”  F u n k h o u s e r  s a i d ,  w a t c h i n g  v i d e o  o f  a  s i l v e r  B M W
r u n n i n g  a  r e d  l i g h t  a t  L a d u e  a n d  E m e r s o n  r o a d s .  H e  h i t  “ a c c e p t . ”

I f  a n  e m e rg e n c y  v e h i c l e  n e e d s  t o  g e t  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  p r o m p t i n g  a  d r i v e r  t o  r u n  a  r e d
l i g h t ,  t h e  t i c k e t  s h o u l d  b e  t h r o w n  o u t ,  s a y  a r e a  o f f i c e r s  w h o  v e t  t h e  v i o l a t i o n s .  W h e n
v e h i c l e s  c o m e  t o  a  r o l l i n g  s t o p  t o  t u r n  r i g h t  o n  r e d ,  t h o s e  t y p i c a l l y  a l s o  g e t  r e j e c t e d ,  e v e n
t h o u g h  t h e  d r i v e r  i s  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  l a w.  ( B y  l a w,  d r i v e r s  m u s t  c o m e  t o  a  c o m p l e t e  s t o p  b e f o r e
t u r n i n g  r i g h t  o n  r e d . )

R e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  s n a p  p h o t o s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  w h e n  t h e y  s e n s e  a  v e h i c l e  m i g h t  r u n  a  l i g h t .  T h e
c a m e r a s  m u s t  p h o t o g r a p h  t h e  v e h i c l e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s t o p  l i n e  a f t e r  t h e  l i g h t  t u r n s ,  a n d  t h e n  i n
t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .

E v e n  w i t h  p h o t o  p r o o f ,  g e t t i n g  a  t i c k e t  i s n ’ t  a u t o m a t i c .

To  s t a r t ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  t h a t  o w n s  t h e  c a m e r a s  f i r s t  s o r t s  t h r o u g h  v i o l a t i o n s  t o  w e e d  o u t  t h o s e
t h a t  w o u l d n ’ t  p a s s  m u s t e r.  T h e n  i t ’s  u p  t o  p o l i c e  —  u s u a l l y  t r a ff i c  o f f i c e r s  —  t o  e x a m i n e
them.

I t ’s  n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  c a m e r a  e q u i p m e n t  t o  m a l f u n c t i o n  a n d  f o r  v i d e o  f o o t a g e  t o  f a i l .  T h e
c a m e r a s  w o r k  s o  q u i c k l y  t h a t  s o m e  c a p t u r e  t h e  y e l l o w  a f t e rg l o w  f r o m  t h e  y e l l o w  l i g h t  a t  t h e
v e r y  m o m e n t  t h e  l i g h t  t u r n s  r e d .  I n  F l o r i s s a n t ,  t h o s e  g e t  t h r o w n  o u t .

“ I t ’s  n o t  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  l a w, ”  s a i d  F l o r i s s a n t  p o l i c e  L t .  D e n n i s  C o r d i a ,
l o o k i n g  a t  v i o l a t i o n  p h o t o s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  y e l l o w  a f t e rg l o w  f r o m  h i s  o f f i c e  c o m p u t e r.  “ I t ’s
n o t  a  v i o l a t i o n  u n t i l  i t ’s  a  s o l i d  r e d . ”

C o r d i a  t h e n  w a t c h e d  v i d e o  o f  a  b l u e  C a d i l l a c  b l o w i n g  t h r o u g h  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n  n i n e  s e c o n d s
a f t e r  t h e  l i g h t  t u r n e d .  H e  l o o k e d  o v e r  i m a g e s  o f  a  C h r y s l e r  S e b r i n g  t u r n i n g  r i g h t  o n  r e d
w i t h o u t  s l o w i n g  d o w n .  I n  b o t h  c a s e s ,  h e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  e v i d e n c e  a s  v i o l a t i o n s .

The article below provides an inside look at the process used by law enforcement officers to sort through
red light violations captured on camera. It is reprinted with permission of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, St.
Louis, Missouri.

(continued on page 3)
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B u t  t h e n  h e  w a t c h e d  a  D o d g e  p i c k u p  s l o w  t o  t u r n  r i g h t  o n  r e d .

“ I  w o u l d n ’ t  i s s u e  t h a t , ”  s a i d  C o r d i a ,  w a t c h i n g  t h e  v i d e o  a g a i n .  “ D o e s  h e  c o m e  t o  1 0 0  p e r c e n t
c o m p l e t e  s t o p ?  P r o b a b l y  n o t .  B u t  w e  w o u l d n ’ t  i s s u e  i t ,  a n d  a  j u d g e  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  t h r o w  i t
o u t . ”

S o m e  c r i t i c s  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  s a y  t h e  v e t t i n g  p r o c e s s  i s n ’ t  g o o d  e n o u g h .  C a m e r a s  p e r c h e d
a b o v e  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  c a n  p r o v i d e  a  f l a w e d  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e y  s a y,  a n d  d o n ’ t  m e e t  t h e
s t a n d a r d s  o f  a  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r.

A p r i l  S i t t e r  o f  R i c h m o n d  H e i g h t s  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  a  t i c k e t  f o r  r u n n i n g  a  r e d  l i g h t  a t
M a n c h e s t e r  Av e n u e  a n d  K i n g s h i g h w a y  i n  S t .  L o u i s .  A t r u c k  i n  f r o n t  o f  h e r  b l o c k e d  h e r  v i e w,
s h e  s a i d  i n  a n  i n t e r v i e w.

“ I n  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  I  w a s  w a y  i n  t h e  w r o n g , ”  s h e  s a i d .  “ B u t  I  c o u l d n ’ t  s e e  o v e r  t h e
t r u c k .  I f  a  c o p  w a s  t h e r e  w a t c h i n g ,  I  r e a l l y  f e e l  I  w o u l d n ’ t  h a v e  g o t t e n  a  t i c k e t . ”

C L E A R - C U T  C A S E S

I n  A r n o l d ,  i t ’s  n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  o f f i c e r s  t o  r e v i e w  2 0 0  v i o l a t i o n s  i n  o n e  d a y.  I t ’s  a l s o  c o m m o n
f o r  a  d o z e n  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e s e  n o t  t o  m a k e  t h e  c u t .  A n y t h i n g  t h a t  d o e s n ’ t  m a k e  i t  a  s t r o n g ,
c l e a r - c u t  c a s e ,  p o l i c e  g e t  r i d  o f ,  L t .  Wi l l i a m  B o n s a c k  s a i d  i n s i d e  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  o f f i c e .

H e  t h e n  l o g g e d  i n t o  t h e  s y s t e m  a n d  b e g a n  r e v i e w i n g  1 7 9  p o s s i b l e  v i o l a t i o n s  h e  a n d  t r a f f i c
o f f i c e r s  w o u l d  r e v i e w  t h a t  d a y.  F i r s t  u p :  a  1 9 9 3  G r a n d  M a r q u i s  r u n n i n g  a  r e d  l i g h t  a t
H i g h w a y  1 4 1  a n d  A s t r a  Wa y,  a n d  a  D o d g e  D a k o t a  p i c k u p  r u n n i n g  a  r e d  l i g h t  a t  J e ff c o
B o u l e v a r d  n e a r  R o c k p o r t  H e i g h t s  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l .  H e  a c c e p t e d  t h o s e .

T h e  n e x t  w a s  a  b l u e  v a n  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  t w o  s e c o n d s  a f t e r  t h e  l i g h t  t u r n e d  r e d .
B u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  v i d e o  a t t a c h e d .  B o n s a c k  r e j e c t e d  i t .

“ T h a t ’s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  w h e r e  I  k n o w  t h e  g u y ’s  i n  t h e  w r o n g ,  b u t  t h a t ’s  h o w  w e  o p e r a t e , ”  h e
s a i d .  “ We  g i v e  t h e m  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  d o u b t . ”

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  t i c k e t s  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  t h r o w s  o u t  v a r i e s  m o n t h  t o  m o n t h .  O n  a v e r a g e ,
F u n k h o u s e r  o f  C r e v e  C o e u r  s a i d  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  t h r o w s  o u t  a b o u t  2 0  p e r c e n t .  I n  o t h e r
d e p a r t m e n t s ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  c a n  b e  h i g h e r  o r  l o w e r,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d
h o w  w e l l  t h e  c a m e r a s  a r e  f u n c t i o n i n g .

“ We  w a n t  t o  m a k e  s u r e  e v e r y  v i o l a t i o n  w e  p u t  t h r o u g h  i s  a  c l e a r - c u t  v i o l a t i o n  t h a t  n o  o n e
c o u l d  a rg u e , ”  F u n k h o u s e r  s a i d .

(continued from page 2)
To  t i c k e t  —  o r  n o t ?

””““Notable quotes
“I work in a field where we are delighted to see a 5 percent or 10 percent effect. If you show me a device that
reduces injury crashes by 25 percent or 30 percent, I see that as a tremendous benefit.”

Richard Retting, senior transportation engineer for the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, comment-
ing on studies showing that red light cameras have led to a reduction of nearly 30 percent in the number
of red light running crashes that involve injuries. Read the entire article, “Blinded by the Light: Is There
Confusion Surrounding Red Light Enforcement?” by Louise Smyth, In Traffic Technology International’s
June/July 2008 issue.



P h o t o  o f  a  b i l l b o a r d  i n  C i t y  o f  A b i l e n e ,  Te x a s ,  i n  M a y  2 0 0 8 .

How You  Can  He lp  Promote
Nat ional  Stop On Red Week
August  3 rd –  9 th,  2008

Make  i n t e r sec t i on  sa fe t y  pa r t  o f  any  Na t i ona l  N igh t  Ou t  ac t i v i t i e s  p l anned  f o r
    y o u r  c o m m u n i t y.  N a t i o n a l  N i g h t  O u t  i s  Tu e s d a y,  A u g .  5 t h t h i s  y e a r .

Urge  you r  l o ca l  po l i ce  t o  conduc t  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  en fo r cemen t  sweeps  and
ho ld  a  p ress  con fe rence  t o  announce  t he  r esu l ts .

As k  y o u r  l o c a l  c i t y
counc i l  t o  app rove  a
p roc l ama t i on  i n
suppo r t  o f  Na t i ona l
St o p  o n  R e d  We e k .

Encou rage  f am i l y  and
f r i e n d s  t o  w e a r  r e d
r i bbons  and  t i e  t hem
to  veh i c l e  an tennas
f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f
Na t i ona l  Stop  on  Red
We e k .

I f  y o u r  c i t y  h a s  r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a s  n e a r
schoo l  zones ,  ask  t he
c i t y  i f  s choo l  ch i l d ren  cou ld  pa i n t  des i gns  on  t he  camera  po l es .

Ask  l oca l  banks  o r  bus i nesses  w i t h  sc ro l l i ng  message  l i gh tboa rds  t o  d i sp l ay
St o p  o n  R e d  We e k  s a f e t y  m e s s a g e s .

Mo t i va te  d r i ve r s  t o  s i gn  a  p l edge  t o  s t op  r unn ing  r ed  l i gh ts .  De l i ve r  t he
p ledges  t o  l o ca l  c i t y  o r  po l i ce  o f f i c i a l s  du r i ng  a  p ress  even t .

U rge  l oca l  newspape rs ,  TV  and  rad i o  s ta t i ons  t o  r epo r t  t he  na t i ona l  and
loca l  human  and  f i nanc i a l  cos ts  o f  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  c rashes .

P lease  d rop  us  an  ema i l  a t  i n f o@s top red l i gh t r unn ing . com a n d  l e t  u s  k n o w  h o w
y o u r  l o c a l i t y  p l a n s  t o  o b s e r v e  S t o p  o n  R e d  W e e k .
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We need your help to keep Florida Safe Against
Red Light Runners!
D e s p i t e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f o r t s  o f  m a n y  p e o p l e  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  s ta t e  a n d
a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  8 5 %  s ta t e w i d e  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  2 0 0 8  l e g i s l a t u r e ,
o n c e  a g a i n ,  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  i t s  a c t  t o g e t h e r  a n d  a g r e e  o n  a n d  pa s s  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a
s ta n d a r d s .

The leg is la t ive  sess ion is  c losed and there are  s t i l l  no  s ta tewide red l ight  camera s tandards.
We  h e a r d  a  c o m m o n  d r u m  b e a t  f r o m  s o  m a n y  o f  y o u  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  a n d  c o u n t i e s  t h a t  t h e
l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  r o b  t h e  m u n i c i pa l i t i e s  o f  r e s o u r c e s  n e e d e d  t o
s u p p o r t  t h e i r  v i ta l  s e r v i c e s ,  l i k e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y.  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w e  f u l l y
e x p e c t  t h a t  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  c i t i e s  w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  l e a d  o f  t h e  d o z e n  o r
m o r e  F l o r i d a  c i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  o p t e d  t o  m o v e  f o r w a r d  w i t h  r e d  l i g h t
camera  p rog rams,  fed  up  w i th  a  l ack  o f  l eadersh ip  ou t  o f  t he  leg is la tu re ,
wh ich  has  s t ym ied  red  l i gh t  l eg i s la t i on  fo r  ove r  10  yea rs  wh i l e  hundreds
o f  i n n o c e n t  F l o r i d i a n s  h a v e  d i e d  i n  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c o l l i s i o n s  a n d
t h o u s a n d s  m o r e  h a v e  b e e n  i n j u r e d  a n d  p e r h a ps  b i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  w a s t e d  o n  n e e d l e s s
t r a f f i c  c o l l i s i o n s .

P e r h a ps  a  t i d a l  w a v e  o f  c i t i e s  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  w i t h  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  o n  t h e i r  o w n ,
u s i n g  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  a n d  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e i r  o w n  l o c a l  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  p r i o r i t i e s ,  w i l l  s p u r
t h e  s ta t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a c t i o n .  E i t h e r  w a y,  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a r e  h e r e  t o  s ta y  a n d  o v e r
3 0 0  c i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  U S A h a v e  m a d e  t h e m  w o r k  t o  s a v e  l i v e s .  We  s h o u l d  a l l  t h a n k
M e l i s s a  Wa n d a l l ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  St o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g  C o a l i t i o n  o f  F l o r i d a ,  f o r  h e r
d e t e r m i n e d  e f f o r t s  t h i s  s e s s i o n .  S h e  t r a v e l e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o u n t l e s s  t i m e s  o n  h e r
o w n  t i m e  a n d  h e r  o w n  d i m e  ( a n d  w i t h  h e r  y o u n g  d a u g h t e r )  t o  p u s h  f o r  pa s s a g e  o f  t h i s
m e a s u r e .  We  f e e l  b a d l y  f o r  h e r  a s  s h e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  v i c t i m i z e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,
year  a f te r  year,  fo l low ing  the  loss  o f  her  husband.  Le t ’s  no t  le t  h is  sad pass ing  be  fo r
naught .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d i r e c t l y  c o n ta c t i n g  y o u r  Sta t e  S e n a t o r  a n d  Sta t e  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e ,  v i s i t
h t t p : / / w w w. i p e t i t i o n s . c o m / p e t i t i o n / r e d l i g h t /  t o  a d d  y o u r  n a m e  t o  a  p e t i t i o n  s e n t  t o
l e g i s l a t o r s .  G o  t o  w w w. f a i t h a n d f r e e d o m . o r g  ( c l i c k  o n  t h e  t r a f f i c  l i g h t )  t o  v i e w  a  v i d e o
a b o u t  t h e  S TO P !  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g  C o a l i t i o n  o f  F l o r i d a  p u t  t o g e t h e r  b y  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r
F a i t h  a n d  F r e e d o m .

Efforts continue for passage of Florida state law

Florida Legislature  Adjourns Without  Red Light Camera Legislation
The F lo r ida  Leg is la tu re  ad journed May 2  w i thout  pass ing  the  Mark  Wanda l l  Tra f f i c  Safe ty
Act ,  wh ich  wou ld  a l low loca l  governments  to  es tab l i sh  red  l igh t  camera  programs and
impose a  $125 f ine  aga ins t  the  owner  o f  the  veh ic les  photographed runn ing  the  red  l igh t .

I n  g i v i n g  u s  a n  u p d a t e  o f  t h e  s ta t u s  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  s ta t e ,  M e l i s s a
Wa n d a l l ,  a  S TO P !  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g  C o a l i t i o n  o f  F l o r i d a  f o u n d e r  w h o s e  h u s b a n d
w a s  k i l l e d  b y  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n e r,  s a i d ,  “ I n  F l o r i d a ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  c i t i e s  a n d  c o u n t i e s  h a v e
ta k e n  i t  u p o n  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  s i n c e  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e
r a m pa n t  i n  o u r  s ta t e .  T h e y  a r e  t i r e d  o f  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a c t .  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  t i m e
w e  a l l  a s k  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  r e m e m b e r  w h y  t h e y  w e r e  e l e c t e d  i n t o  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t
p l a c e  —  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n ts . T h i s  n e x t  y e a r  w e ,  t h e  C o a l i t i o n ,  w i l l  p u s h  t h i s
l e g i s l a t i o n  o n c e  a g a i n ,  a n d  w e  w i l l  h o l d  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  a c c o u n ta b l e  f o r  pa s s i n g  a n d
i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  M a r k  Wa n d a l l  S a f e t y  A c t . ”  S e e  pa g e  7  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  d e ta i l s .

B e l o w  i s  a n  a r t i c l e  f r o m  t h e  c o a l i t i o n ’s  h o m e pa g e  a t  f l o r i d a s t o ps o n r e d . o r g .
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For  a  l i s t  o f  the  more  than 300 communi t ies  us ing  red  l igh t  and/or  speed cameras ,
go  to  the  I nsu rance  I ns t i t u t e  f o r  H ighway  Sa fe t y ’s  webpage :
h t t p : / /www. i i hs .o rg / r esea rch / t op i cs /au to_en fo r ce_c i t i e s .h tm l .

For  in fo rmat ion  on  s ta tes ’  pena l t ies  fo r  red  l igh t  runn ing ,  inc lud ing  t rad i t iona l  and
p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t :   h t t p : / / w w w. i i h s . o r g / l a w s / a u t o m a t e d _ e n f o r c e m e n t . a s p x .

Helpful Information from IIHS

O r d e r  o u r  l a t e s t  p o s t e r  o f  J e f f  " L e f t  H o o k "  L a c y,  a
f o r m e r  O l y m p i c  b o x e r  a n d  I B F  S u p e r  M i d d l e w e i g h t
c h a m p i o n .  To  r e q u e s t  a  p o s t e r,  p l e a s e  c o n ta c t  t h e
C a m pa i g n  a t  2 0 2 - 8 2 8 - 9 1 0 0  o r  b y  e m a i l  a t
i n f o @ s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .

I n c l u d e  y o u r  n a m e ,  e m a i l ,  m a i l i n g  a d d r e s s  a n d  h o w
m a n y  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e .  T h e  p o s t e r s  a r e  f r e e ,  b u t  w e  a s k
t h a t  t h o s e  r e q u e s t i n g  p o s t e r s  pa y  t h e  s h i p p i n g
c h a r g e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  m i n i m a l .

F o c u s  o n  S a f e t y :  A p r a c t i c a l  g u i d e  t o  a u t o m a t e d
t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e s o u r c e  t o
h e l p  s ta t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  l o c a l  p o l i c y m a k e r s ,  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s ,  h i g h w a y  s a f e t y  a d v o c a t e s  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  g r o u ps  d e s i g n ,  o p e r a t e ,  a n d  s u p p o r t
e f f e c t i v e  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s .

T h e  g u i d e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  C a m pa i g n  f o r  $ 9  a  c o p y,
o r  i t  c a n  b e  d o w n l o a d e d   i n  P D F  f o r m a t  f r o m  t h e
C a m pa i g n  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .



Motorists’ survey findings:
It’s wrong to intentionally run a red light, but ok to speed up to
get through a yellow?
A  new  report issued by the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety found that American motorists think it is unac-
ceptable to run a red light on purpose but okay to speed up to get through a yellow light.

Questions related to red light running and speeding were among those asked as part of the AAA’s 2008 “Traffic
Safety Culture Index.” More than 2,500 U.S. adults participated in the telephone survey, which found that
American motorists blame other motorists for unsafe driving, despite the fact
many admit to doing the same dangerous practices themselves.

Among the report’s highlights:

Three out of four motorists think they are more careful than other
drivers.

Over seven out of ten motorists rated red light running as a serious problem, yet over half of those
same individuals admitted to speeding up to get through yellow lights, and 5 percent even admitted to
having run a red light on purpose in the past month.

When asked  to rate how acceptable a variety of driving behaviors were, respondents said speeding up
to get through a yellow light and speeding on the highway were the most acceptable items listed. Be-
haviors rated as least acceptable were not wearing a seatbelt and running a red light on purpose.
Other driving behaviors listed included speeding in neighborhoods, driving with a BAC just above
the legal limit, driving while sleepy, driving with an expired license, and talking on a cell phone while
driving.

Nearly three out of every four motorists rated speeding as a serious problem, yet 40 percent of those
same individuals admitted to driving 15 mph or more over the speed limit on the highway within the
past month, and 14 percent admitted to having driven 15 mph or more over the limit on a neigh-
borhood street.

The American public has no clue as to the number of traffic deaths each year. When asked for their
best estimate for last year’s traffic fatalities, one in four respondents said they didn’t know; 21 percent
guessed fewer than 10,000 and 23 percent estimated traffic fatalities to be over 100,000.  Only one in
five respondents estimated the number to be between 20,000 to 80,000. The actual total has been
between 39,000 and 45,000 since 1990, with 42,642 reported in 2006.

As Foundation president and CEO, J. Peter Kissinger said in his organization’s May newsletter, “The AAA
Foundation took on our ‘safety culture’ initiative because motorists, citizens and society in general are too
complacent regarding the public crisis associated with motor vehicle crashes. One death should be unaccept-
able; so, why aren’t we outraged at one death every thirteen minutes?”

The full report “2008 Traffic Safety Culture Index” is available online at  http://www.aaafoundation.org/.
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Legis lat ive  Update  — June 2008
I f  t h e r e  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g  i n  y o u r  s ta t e  t h a t  i s  n o t  l i s t e d  h e r e ,  p l e a s e  c o n ta c t  t h e
C a m pa i g n  a t  ( 2 0 2 ) 8 2 8 - 9 1 0 0  o r  i n f o @ s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .

R E D  L I G H T  R U N N I N G  S A F E T Y  C A M E R A S

A L A B A M A:  H B  2 4  ( B e n t l e y ) ,  i n t r o d u c e d  2 / 0 5 / 0 8 ,  i s  a  r e - f i l i n g  o f  t h e  A l a b a m a  C l a s s  4
M u n i c i p a l i t y  R e d  L i g h t  S a f e t y  A c t ;  w o u l d  g i v e  Tu s c a l o o s a  a n d  G a d s d e n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o
i n s t a l l  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  I n d e f i n i t e l y  p o s t p o n e d .

F L O R I D A :   A s  f i l e d  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 7 ,  S B  8 1 6  ( B e n n e t t )  a n d  H B  3 5 1  ( R e a g a n ) ,  r e f e r r e d  t o
a s  t h e  M a r k  Wa n d a l l  Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y  A c t ,  w o u l d  a l l o w  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s  a n d  i m p o s e  a  $ 1 2 5  f i n e  a g a i n s t  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e s  p h o t o g r a p h e d
r u n n i n g  t h e  r e d  l i g h t .  O n  3 / 11 / 0 8 ,  t h e  S e n a t e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  p a s s e d  a n  a m e n d e d
S B  8 1 6  r e d u c i n g  t h e  p e n a l t y  f r o m  a  $ 1 2 5  f i n e  t o  a  $ 6 0  v i o l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  c i t a t i o n s .
C i t i e s  a n d  c o u n t i e s  w o u l d  c o l l e c t  a b o u t  $ 3 0  o f  t h e  f i n e ,  w i t h  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  g o i n g  t o  a  v a r i e t y
o f  s t a t e  t r u s t  f u n d s .  T h e  f i n e  r o s e  t o  $ 1 2 5  f o r  a  f o u r t h  v i o l a t i o n ,  w i t h  $ 6 5  o f  t h a t  d i r e c t e d  t o
h o s p i t a l  t r a u m a  c e n t e r s .  B o t h  b i l l s  d i e d  w h e n  t h e  2 0 0 8  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  e n d e d  0 5 / 0 2 / 0 8 .
S e e  p a g e  5  f o r  m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n .

G E O R G I A :  H B  7 7  ( L o u d e r m i l k ) ,  p u t s  m o r e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t h e  u s e  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  b y
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  w h i c h  m u s t  g e t  p e r m i t s  f r o m  t h e  G e o rg i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o
p u t  u p  c a m e r a s .  L o c a l i t i e s  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  u n t i l  J a n .  2 0 1 0  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  p e r m i t s .
C i t i e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  D O T  w i t h  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  o n  t h e  d e v i c e s ,  a n d  l o c a l
g o v e r n m e n t s  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  d e c r e a s i n g  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t r a f f i c  l i g h t s ’ a m b e r  t i m e .  A l s o ,
“ n o  p o r t i o n  o f  a n y  c i v i l  m o n e t a r y  p e n a l t y  c o l l e c t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  s u c h  d e v i c e s  m a y  b e
p a i d  t o  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  o r  v e n d o r  o f  t h e  t r a f f i c - c o n t r o l  s i g n a l  m o n i t o r i n g  d e v i c e s . ”
C o m p e n s a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  n o t  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
c i t a t i o n s  i s s u e d  o r  t h e  r e v e n u e  g e n e r a t e d .  T h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  3 / 2 0 / 0 8 ,  p a s s e d  t h e
H o u s e  3 / 2 8 / 0 8 ,  a n d  w a s  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  5 / 1 4 / 0 8 .

I L L I N O I S :  H B  5 2 8 8  ( J e f f e r s o n ) ,  i n t r o d u c e d  2 / 1 4 / 0 8 ,  p r o v i d e s  t h a t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o
p r e v i o u s l y  d e s i g n a t e d  c o u n t i e s  ( c u r r e n t l y  t h e  o n l y  c o u n t i e s  t h a t  c a n  u s e  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  a r e
i n  t h e  C h i c a g o  a n d  St .  L o u i s  a r e a s ) ,  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s  w o u l d  b e  p e r m i t t e d  i n
C h a m p a i g n ,  D e K a l b ,   M c L e a n ,  P e o r i a ,  L a  S a l l e ,  S a n g a m o n ,  Ve r m i l i o n ,  a n d  Wi n n e b a g o  a n d  t o
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h o s e  c o u n t i e s .  P a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  4 / 0 3 / 0 8  a n d  s e n t  t o  t h e
S e n a t e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  4 / 0 8 / 0 8 .  L o s t  b y  f o u r  v o t e s  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  5 / 2 7 / 0 8 .

S B  1 9 8 9  ( H a r m o n ) ,  f i l e d  2 / 0 7 / 0 8 ,  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  I l l i n o i s  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  i n
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  a  l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y,  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  i n  a n y  c o u n t y  o r
m u n i c i p a l i t y  a  s y s t e m  f o r  a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g  v i o l a t i o n s .  P r o v i d e s   a
c i v i l  f i n e  o f  $ 2 5 0  f o r  a  f i r s t  v i o l a t i o n  a n d  a  $ 5 0 0  f i n e  f o r  s e c o n d  o r  s u b s e q u e n t  v i o l a t i o n s .
A m e n d e d  a n d  p a s s e d  t h e  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  Ve t e r a n s  A ff a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  3 / 1 3 / 0 8 ;  p a s s e d
t h e  S e n a t e  4 / 0 8 / 0 8  a n d  s e n t  t o  t h e  H o u s e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  4 / 0 8 / 0 8 .

(continued on page 9)



L O U I S I A N A :  S B  3 9 6  (H e b e r t )  p r o v i d e s  f o r  p a r i s h e s  a n d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  u s e  r e d  l i g h t  a n d
s p e e d  c a m e r a s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e ,  e f f e c t i v e  A u g .  1 ;  s t i p u l a t e s  t h a t  p h o t o s  a r e  o f  t h e  r e a r
l i c e n s e  p l a t e  a n d  n o t  t h e  d r i v e r  o r  a n y  o c c u p a n t s ;  p r o h i b i t s  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  f r o m  r e l e a s i n g
a n  i n d i v i d u a l ’s  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u c h  a s  d r i v e r s ’ l i c e n s e  n u m b e r s ,  t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r s
a n d  a d d r e s s e s  t o  p r i v a t e  e n t i t i e s .  I n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  3 / 3 1 / 0 8  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  L o c a l  a n d
M u n i c i p a l  Aff a i r s ,  w h i c h  r e p o r t e d  i t  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  5 / 1 2 / 0 8 .

S B 7 4  ( S h e p h e r d )  s a y s  a n y  c o n v i c t i o n  b a s e d  j u s t  o n  t h e  c a m e r a - i s s u e d  t i c k e t  w i l l  n o t  b e
f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  O f f i c e  o f  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e s ,  m e a n i n g  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  c a n ’t  v i e w  t h e
r e c o r d  o r  u s e  i t  t o  i n c r e a s e  a  d r i v e r ’s  a u t o  i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s .  A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i t t e e  o n
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  H i g h w a y s  a n d  P u b l i c  Wo r k s  6 / 0 2 / 0 8  a n d  s e n t  t o  t h e  H o u s e  f l o o r  f o r  d e b a t e .

M I S S I S S I P P I :  H B  1 5 8 9  ( M c B r i d e ) ,  a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l ,  w a s  a m e n d e d  t o
c r e a t e  a  s t u d y  c o m m i t t e e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  “ f e a s i b i l i t y  a n d  d e s i r a b i l i t y ”  o f  e n a c t i n g
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  s t a t e s ,  c o u n t i e s  a n d  c i t i e s  t o  o p e r a t e  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t
p r o g r a m s  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  o f  s t a t e  h i g h w a y s  a n d  c o u n t y  o r  m u n i c i p a l  r o a d s ,  s t r e e t s  o r
h i g h w a y s .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  i s  t o  r e p o r t  i t s  f i n d i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  r e c o m m e n d e d  l e g i s l a t i o n ,
b y  1 2 / 1 5 / 0 8 .  S i g n e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  5 / 1 0 / 0 8 .   A t  o n e  p o i n t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l  w a s
a m e n d e d  t o  f o r b i d  a u t o m a t e d  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  b u t  t h a t  a m e n d m e n t  w a s  r e m o v e d .

M I S S O U R I :  H B  1 7 7 2  ( J o n e s ,  K e n n y )  a l l o w s  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  t o  o p e r a t e
r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s ,  w i t h  c i v i l  p e n a l t i e s  a n d  c o u r t  c o s t s  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  t h e  a m o u n t  t h a t
w o u l d  b e  i m p o s e d  i f  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  w a s  o b s e r v e d  b y  a  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r.  I n t r o d u c e d  1 /
2 2 / 0 8 ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  4 / 0 3 / 0 8 ,  w h i c h  p a s s e d  i t  5 / 0 6 / 0 8 .  F a i l e d  t o  g a i n
a p p r o v a l  b e f o r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a d j o u r n e d  5 / 1 6 / 0 8 .

H B 7 3 1 6  ( P o r t w o o d ) ,  c a l l e d  t h e  M i s s o u r i  U n i v e r s a l  R e d  L i g h t  E n f o r c e m e n t  A c t ,  w o u l d
r e q u i r e  a l l  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  s y s t e m s  t o  r e g i s t e r  w i t h  t h e  M i s s o u r i  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c i t i e s  t o  p a y  a  $ 5 0 0  f e e  t o  t h e  R e d  L i g h t  E n f o r c e m e n t  F u n d
f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  a u d i t s  t o  e n s u r e  e n t i t y  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  b i l l .  T h e  b i l l
a l s o  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  t h e  u s e  o f  s p e e d  c a m e r a s .  I n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  H o u s e  1 / 0 9 / 0 8 ;  d i e d  5 / 2 3 / 0 8 .

N E W  M E X I C O :  S B  4 4 2  ( S a n c h e z )  a p p l i e s  t o  c i t i e s  w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0 , 0 0 0
( A l b u q u e r q u e )  a n d  w o u l d  l i m i t  a l l  f i n e s ,  f e e s  a n d  c o s t s  o f  a  s p e e d i n g  o r   r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g
v i o l a t i o n  t o  a  m a x i m u m  o f  $ 7 5 . Te n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  m o n e y  c o l l e c t e d  w o u l d  g o  t o  D W I  d r u g
c o u r t  p r o g r a m s  a n d  9 0  p e r c e n t  w o u l d  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  N e w  M e x i c o  f i n a n c e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r
d e p o s i t  i n t o  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  c o u r t  b o n d  g u a r a n t e e  f u n d .  P a s s e d  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  2 / 1 4 / 0 8 .
S i g n e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  3 / 0 5 / 0 8 .

N E W Y O R K :  A 1 0 9 4 8  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  5 / 0 8 / 0 8  b y  S t a t e  A s s e m b l y  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e
C h a i r m a n  D a v i d  G a n t t ,  a  l o n g - t i m e  o p p o n e n t  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  a l l o w  a n y
c o u n t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  o p e r a t e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  ( c u r r e n t l y  t h e y  a r e  o n l y  p e r m i t t e d  i n  N e w
Yo r k  C i t y ) .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a
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s y s t e m s  a u t h o r i z e d  m u s t  u s e  “ r a d a r - b a s e d  d o w n - t h e - r o a d  s p e e d  m e a s u r e m e n t  m e t h o d s  i n
w h i c h  a  p h o t o g r a p h  i s  t a k e n  c o i n c i d e n t  t o ,  o r  a s  n e a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f ,  r e c o r d e d
s p e e d  m e a s u r e m e n t s . ”  T h e  B u f f a l o  N e w s  r e p o r t e d  6 / 0 3 / 0 8  t h a t  i t  a p p e a r s  t h e  o n l y  c o m p a n y
t h a t  u s e s  t h a t  k i n d  o f  s y s t e m ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i n d u s t r y  e x e c u t i v e s ,  i s  S e n s y s  Tr a f f i c ,  a  S w e d i s h
c o m p a n y  t h a t  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  C M A C o n s u l t i n g  S e r v i c e s ,  a  s m a l l  A l b a n y - a r e a  f i r m  w h o s e
l o b b y i s t  i s  a  G a n t t  f r i e n d  a n d  f o r m e r  s t a f f  m e m b e r.  T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  a l s o  f o r b i d  t e c h n o l o g i e s
u s e d  b y  r i v a l  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  v e n d o r s .  T h e  N e w  Yo r k  D a i l y  N e w s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  w a s
t a b l e d  b y  G a n t t  6 / 0 3 / 0 8 .

O H I O :  H B 3 0  ( M c G r e g o r )  r e q u i r e s  c o m m u n i t i e s  u s i n g  r e d  l i g h t  o r  s p e e d  l i m i t  e n f o r c e m e n t
c a m e r a s  t o  p o s t  s i g n s  a t  e v e r y  c o m m u n i t y  e n t r y  p o i n t .  I n t r o d u c e d  2 / 2 0 / 0 7 ,  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e
H o u s e  6 / 2 7 / 0 7  a n d  t h e  S e n a t e  5 / 2 1 / 0 8 ;  s e n t  t o  c o n f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  c o n c u r r e n c e  5 / 2 9 / 0 8
a n d  s e n t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  6 / 0 5 / 0 8 .

T E N N E S S E E :  S B 3 2 5 8  ( B u r c h e t t )  r e q u i r e s  m o t o r i s t s  t o  b e  n o t i f i e d  o f  $ 6 7 . 5 0  c i t a t i o n s  b y
f i r s t  c l a s s  m a i l .  F a i l u r e  t o  p a y  f i n e s  w i t h i n  3 0  d a y s  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a  s e c o n d  n o t i f i c a t i o n
b e i n g  s e n t  v i a  c e r t i f i e d  m a i l .  O n l y  t h e n  c o u l d  v i o l a t o r s  b e  a s s e s s e d  l a t e  f e e s .  S i g n e d  b y  t h e
g o v e r n o r  5 / 1 9 / 0 8 ;  e f f e c t i v e  7 / 0 1 / 0 8 .

S B  3 4 2 3  ( B u r c h e t t )  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  s h o r t e n i n g  o f  y e l l o w  s i g n a l s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  i n c r e a s i n g
p r o f i t s  f r o m  t i c k e t s .  S i g n e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  5 / 1 9 / 0 8 ;  e f f e c t i v e  6 / 0 6 / 0 8 .

S P E E D I N G  S A F E T Y  C A M E R A S

A R I Z O N A :  A n u m b e r  o f  b i l l s  a i m e d  a t  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  d i e d  5 / 0 5 / 0 8  w h e n  t h e y  f a i l e d  t o  m e e t
d e a d l i n e s  f o r  a d v a n c e m e n t .  T h e y  i n c l u d e d :

S B  1 4 7 0  ( G o u l d )  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  o n  s t a t e  h i g h w a y s  a n d  w o u l d  b l o c k
G o v.  J a n e t  N a p o l i t a n o ’s  p l a n s  t o  u s e  p h o t o  s p e e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .

S C R  1 0 3 2  ( G o u l d )  i d e n t i c a l  t o  S B  1 4 7 0  e x c e p t  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  v e t o ;
i n s t e a d  w o u l d  p u t  t h e  i s s u e  o n  t h e  N o v e m b e r  b a l l o t  f o r  v o t e r s  t o  d e c i d e .

S C R  1 0 3 3  ( G o u l d )  w o u l d  o n l y  a l l o w  a  s p e e d  c a m e r a  c i t a t i o n  i f  a  v e h i c l e  i s  t r a v e l i n g
f a s t e r  t h a n  8 5  p e r c e n t  o f  v e h i c l e s  o n  t h e  h i g h w a y ;  w o u l d   a l s o  w o u l d  b y p a s s  t h e
g o v e r n o r  a n d  g o  t o  t h e  v o t e r s .

S B  1 5 0 5  ( G o r m a n )  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  w a r n i n g  s i g n s  b e  p l a c e d  6 0 0  f e e t  i n  f r o n t  o f  a r e a s
w h e r e  p h o t o  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  a r e  i n  u s e  ( s t a t e  l a w  n o w  r e q u i r e s  w a r n i n g  s i g n s  p o s t e d  a t
l e a s t  3 0 0  f e e t  a h e a d ) .  A l s o ,  s i g n e d  s t a t e m e n t s  f r o m  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o ff i c e r s  w o u l d  b e
r e q u i r e d  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  s i g n s  w e r e  i n  p l a c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  v i o l a t i o n .

C A L I F O R N I A :  S B  1 3 2 5  ( K u e h ) ,  i n t r o d u c e d  2 / 2 0 / 0 8 ,  a u t h o r i z e s  a  s p e e d  c a m e r a  p i l o t
p r o g r a m  i n  B e v e r l y  H i l l s  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  s c h o o l  z o n e s  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  w i t h  s p e e d  l i m i t s  o f
2 5  m p h  o r  l e s s .  R e f e r r e d  t o  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  H o u s i n g  C o m m i t t e e  2 / 2 8 / 0 8 ,  w h e r e  i t  w a s
p a s s e d  4 / 2 9 / 0 8 .
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C O L O R A D O :  H B  1 0 3 6  ( Mc F a d y e n )  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  u s e  o f  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  i n  h i g h w a y  w o r k
z o n e s .  S i g n e d  b y  t h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  5 / 0 9 / 0 8 ,  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  5 /
1 2 / 0 8  a n d  s e n t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r,  w h o  s i g n e d  i t  6 / 0 3 / 0 8 .

M A RY L A N D :  S B  2 6 9 ( M i l l e r )  a n d  H B  3 6 4 ,   i n t r o d u c e d  1 / 2 5 / 0 8 ,  w o u l d  a l l o w  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  t o  u s e  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  o n  s t r e e t s  w i t h  s p e e d  l i m i t s  u p  t o  4 5  m p h ,  i n
s c h o o l  z o n e s  a n d  n e a r  h i g h w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  z o n e s .  T h e  b i l l s  d i e d  i n   A p r i l  w h e n  t h e  t w o
c h a m b e r s  c o u l d n ’ t  a g r e e  o n  h o w  f a s t  m o t o r i s t s  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  d r i v i n g  b e f o r e  t h e y  w o u l d
b e  i s s u e d  t i c k e t s  o r  h o w  r e v e n u e  f r o m  t h e  c a m e r a s  w o u l d  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d .

S B  9 6 3  ( R o s a p e p e ) ,  i n t r o d u c e d  2 / 2 8 / 0 8  a s  t h e  S a f e r  R o a d s  A c t  o f  2 0 0 8 ,  w o u l d  a l l o w  P r i n c e
G e o rg e ’s  C o u n t y  t o  u s e  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  o n  h i g h w a y s  a s  w e l l  a s  s c h o o l   z o n e s  a n d
n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  I t  w o u l d  n o t  a p p l y  t o  I n t e r s t a t e  9 5 ,  I n t e r s t a t e  4 9 5 ,  R o u t e  5 0 ,  o r  R o u t e  3 0 1  i n
P r i n c e  G e o rg e ’s  C o u n t y.  B i l l  d i e d  w h e n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a d j o u r n e d  4 / 0 7 / 0 8 .

Legislative update: Speeding Safety Cameras
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Speed Cameras Can Reduce Travel Times

A  new report by an Arizona State University (ASU) traffic safety expert has found that speed cameras
  on Loop 101 through Scottsdale,  Arizona, may slow drivers down a bit, but motorists save time in
  the long run because of fewer traffic crashes.

Simon Washington, the ASU engineering professor who authored the report, found that employing the cameras
and reducing accidents saved  approximately1,336 vehicle-hours a year when crashes blocked one lane and
45,060 vehicle-hours a year when crashes blocked two lanes.

The Arizona Republic, in a May 14 article about the report, said that Washington calculated that northbound
drivers travel the 6.5-mile stretch from Via de Ventura to 56th Street in an average of 10.8 minutes with the
speed-enforcement program and an average 10.7 minutes without it.

But the study found that an accident blocking two lanes of Loop 101 would turn the same trip into one taking
nearly 32 minutes. And since the speed enforcement program cuts the number of accidents approximately in
half, drivers gain time overall.

The final report, which was released in early May 2008, was commissioned by Scottsdale in 2006. The prelimi-
nary report, which was released early last year, showed that the mean speed of drivers on the camera-controlled
stretch through Scottsdale dropped nearly 9 mph, to 64.4 mph during enforcement from 73.1 mph before en-
forcement.

The posted speed limit in that pat of Loop 101 is 65 mph, and the cameras are set to detect speeding at 76 mph
and higher.

The report estimated that the number of accidents dropped by as much as 54 percent compared with the number
of crashes expected to have occurred without the program. It also estimated that photo enforcement saved
Arizonans $16.5 million to $17.1 million a year in medical costs, lost productivity and other costs because of
fewer accidents.
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