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Marks  t op i c ’s  f i r s t  Cong ress iona l  hea r i ng  s i nce
Ju l y,  2001— need  fo r  na t i ona l  s tanda rds  d i scussed

Dur i ng  t he  hea r i ng ,  Rep .  Duncan  s ta t ed  t ha t  he  was
in te res ted  i n  ca l l i ng  t he  hea r i ng  because  he  has  had  a
g rea t  numbe r  o f  i nd i v i dua l s  ask  h im  abou t  au toma ted
pho to  en fo r cemen t ,  and  a l so  because  i t  was  a  l a rge
i ssue  i n  t he  l as t  sess i on  o f  t he  Sta te  o f  Tennessee ’s
l eg i s l a t u re .  Du r i ng  t he  hea r i ng ,  Rep .  Duncan  s ta ted
tha t  he  was  i n t e res ted  i n  t he  t op i c  because  he  has  had  a
g rea t  numbe r  o f  i nd i v i dua l s  ask  h im  abou t  au toma ted
pho to  en fo r cemen t ,  and  a l so  because  i t  was  a  l a rge
i ssue  i n  t he  l as t  sess i on  o f  t he  Sta te  o f  Tennessee ’s
l eg i s l a t u re .
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A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  C o n g r e s s m a n  J o h n  D u n c a n  ( R / T N ) ,  w h o  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  R a n k i n g
M e m b e r  o f  t h e  Tr a n s p o r ta t i o n  a n d  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  C o m m i t t e e ’ s  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  H i g h w a y s
a n d  Tr a n s i t  S u b c o m m i t t e e  ( T & I  C o m m i t t e e ) ,  t h e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  H i g h w a y s  a n d  Tr a n s i t
m e t  o n  We d n e s d a y,  J u n e  3 0 ,  2 0 1 0  t o  r e c e i v e  t e s t i m o n y  o n  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  a n d  i m pa c ts  o f
a u t o m a t e d  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  t e c h n i q u e s .

O p e n i n g  s t a t e m e n ts  w e r e  r e a d  b y  T & I  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r m a n  J a m e s  O b e r s ta r  ( D / M N )  a n d
S u b c o m m i t t e e  C h a i r  P e t e r  D e F a z i o  ( D / O R ) . T h e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  h e a r d  f r o m  s e v e r a l
r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  w i t h  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  a u t o m a t i c  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t :

• The Honorable Michael Geraci, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
• The Honorable Ron Reagan, Florida State Representative
• Capt. Gelnn Hansen, Howard County Police Department, Howard County,   Maryland
• Dr. Anne McCartt, Senior Vice President for Research, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS)
• Mr. David Kelly, Executive Director, Partnership for Advancing Road Safety
• The Honorable Barry Loudermilk, Georgia State Representative
• Mr. Dan Danila, Virginia State Activist, National Motorist Association

A l t h o u g h  a u t o m a t i c  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  t e c h n o l o g y  v e n d o r s  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  t h e
h e a r i n g ,  e a c h  d e c l i n e d  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n .

D u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  R e p .  D u n c a n  s ta t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c a l l i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g
b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  h a d  a  g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s k  h i m  a b o u t  a u t o m a t e d  p h o t o
e n f o r c e m e n t ,  a n d  a l s o  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  a  l a r g e  i s s u e  i n  t h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Sta t e  o f
Te n n e s s e e ’s  l e g i s l a t u r e .

T h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  e s ta b l i s h i n g  s ta n d a r d s  c a m e  u p  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  a n d  I t
b e c a m e  a p pa r e n t  d u r i n g  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  d o i n g  s o  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a x i m i z e
f a i r n e s s  t o  m o t o r i s ts  a n d  t h e  s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  a u t o m a t i c  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  y i e l d s  w h e n
i m p l e m e n t e d  p r o p e r l y.  T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m pa i g n  t o  St o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g  i s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f
e s ta b l i s h i n g  n a t i o n a l  s ta n d a r d s ,  a n d  t h i s  c o n c e p t  a l i g n s  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t e s t i m o n y  s u b m i t t e d
b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m pa i g n  t o  St o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g  t o  t h e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  p r i o r  t o  t h e
h e a r i n g .

Test imony  o f  Les l ie  B lakey,  Execut ive  D i rec tor
Nat iona l  Campa ign  to  S top  Red  L igh t  Runn ing

“Ut i l i za t ion  and  Impacts  o f  Automated  Tra f f i c  Enforcement”
Subcommi t tee  on  H ighways  and  Trans i t

June  30 ,  2010

Cha i rman  DeFaz i o ,  Rank ing  Member  Duncan  and  D i s t i ngu i shed  Members  o f  t he  Subcomm i t t e e :

M y  n a m e  i s  L e s l i e  B l a k e y  a n d  I  s e r v e  a s  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  t o  S t o p  R e d
L igh t  Runn ing ,  a  501  ( c ) ( 3 )  advocacy  o rgan i za t i on  based  i n  Wash ing ton ,  DC  compr i sed  o f  g ra s s ro o t s
members  and  c rash  su r v i vo r s  who  ca re  deep l y  abou t  t r a f f i c  sa fe t y,  p romo t i ng  r espons ib l e  d r i v i ng
b e h a v i o r  a n d  f o s t e r i n g  e f f e c t i v e ,  a c c o u n t a b l e  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  t o  h e l p  m e e t
t h a t  g o a l .  I  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s u b m i t  t h i s  t e s t i m o n y  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d . Continued on page 3
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Pho to  en fo r c em e n t  i s  a  p roven  t echno logy  t ha t  can  g rea t l y  imp rove  r oad  sa fe t y  when  p ro p e r l y
i m p lem en ted  as  a  supp lemen t  t o  t r ad i t i ona l  l aw  en fo r cemen t ,  a l ong  w i t h  sound  eng inee r i n g  a n d
pub l i c  educ a t i on .  S i nce  i t s  i n cep t i on  i n  2001 ,  t he  Na t i ona l  Campa ign  t o  S top  Red  L i gh t  Ru n n in g
h a s  w o r k e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a m o n g  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s ,  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y
p ro fes s i ona l s  and  t he  gene ra l  pub l i c  abou t  t he  sa fe t y  me r i t s  o f  we l l - des i gned  au toma te d  t r a f f i c
en fo r cem en t  i n i t i a t i ves  t o  comba t  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  and  speed ing  and  t he  s t eps  necessa ry  t o
i m p l e m e n t  a  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o g r a m .

As  t he  i nc i dences  o f  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  and  speed ing  i nc rease  a l ong  w i t h  conges t i on ,  heav i l y  used
r o a d w a y s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e  b e c o m i n g  p r i m e  c r a s h  l o c a t i o n s .  R a t h e r  t h a n  o b e y  l e g a l  l i m i t s ,
m any  d r i v e r s  ca re l ess l y  r ace  t h rough  red  l i gh t s  and  speed  t o  t he i r  des t i na t i ons  on  a  da i l y  b a s i s
w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  s a f e t y  o r  t h a t  o f  o t h e r s  o n  t h e  r o a d .  T h i s  s e n s e  o f  e n t i t l e m e n t  —  m y
t i m e  i s  m o re  va l uab le  t han  you r  sa fe t y  —  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  a  l o w  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  c a u g h t  i s
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r a m p a n t  d i s r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  r o a d  a n d  a n  u p w a r d  t r e n d  i n  a l l  f o r m s  o f
a g g r e s s i v e  d r i v i n g ,  n o t  o n l y  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g .

The  need  t o  i n c rease  sa fe t y  on  ou r  r oadways  i s  g l a r i ng l y  obv i ous :  acco rd i ng  t o  t he  FHWA,  i n
2008 ,  762  peop le  we re  k i l l ed  and  an  es t ima ted  137 ,000  we re  i n j u red  i n  c rashes  t ha t  i n vo l v e d  r e d
l i g h t  r u n n i n g ,  w h i l e  s p e e d i n g  i s  c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r  i n  a t  l e a s t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  a l l  c r a s h e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d
S t a t e s .  T h e s e  t r a g i c  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a  p r o d u c t  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  v e h i c l e s  m i l e s  t r a v e l e d  ( V M T )  a n d  a
s t a g n a n t  l e v e l  o f  s t a f f i n g  f o r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  m a n y  c o m m u n i t i e s .  D r i v e r s  a r e  a b l e  t o  e x c e e d
s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  r u n  t h r o u g h  r e d  l i g h t s  f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  d e t e c t e d  b y  p o l i c e .

The  g row th  o f  au t oma t ed  pho to  en f o r cemen t  has  p romp ted  some  back l ash  i n  pub l i c  op i n i o n ,  o f t e n
s p u r r e d  b y  a  s m a l l ,  b u t  o u t s p o k e n  m i n o r i t y  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  w h o  m i s r e p r e s e n t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f
pho to  en fo r cemen t .  Au toma ted  en fo r cemen t  t echno logy  con t i nues  t o  be  f avo rab l y  r ece i ved  by  t he
m a j o r i t y  o f  t r a f f i c  e n g i n e e r s ,  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  b e c a u s e  i t s  u s e ,  w h e n
app l i ed  p rope r l y  and  j ud i c i ous l y,  has  r educed  bo th  t he  human  and  f i nanc i a l  t o l l  o f  c r ash e s  c a u s e d
by  agg ress i ve ,  d i s t r ac ted  and  ca re l ess  d r i v i ng .

P h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  h a s  o f f e r e d  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d e t e r r e n t  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  e n d  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  d r i v i n g .
Sc i en t i f i c  s t udy  a f t e r  s t udy  shows  t ha t  pho to  en fo r cemen t  r educes  c rashes ,  i n j u r i es  an d  s a v e s
l i v e s .  A n d ,  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  b e l i e v e s  t h o s e  w h o  c h o o s e  t o  d i s r e g a r d  t r a f f i c  l a w s  d e s e r v e  t h e
pena l t i e s  and  f i nes  t hey  i ncu r  as  a  r esu l t  o f  t h i s  behav io r.  Commun i t i e s  ac ross  ou r  na t i o n  h a v e
e x p e r i e n c e d  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t
p r o g r a m  a n d  h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  o f  m a n y  e x a m p l e s :

• I n  N e w  O r l e a n s ,  L A ,  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  h a v e  l e d  t o  a n  8 5 %  d r o p  i n  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g ;
• I n  C o u n c i l  B l u f f s ,  I A ,  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  l e d  t o  a  9 0 %  r e d u c t i o n  i n  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h e s .

Cam eras  l ed  t o  a  40% reduc t i on  i n  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  c rashes  i n  Davenpo r t ;
• A Texas  A&M Texas  Transpo r t a t i on  I ns t i t u t e  s t udy  f ound  t r a f f i c  c rashes  a t  r ed  l i gh t  camera

loca t i ons  ac ross  Texas  dec reased  by  app rox ima te l y  30%.  R igh t  ang le  c rashes ,  wh i ch
usua l l y  p roduce  t he  mos t  dea ths  and  i n j u r i es ,  d ropped  by  43% ;  and

• A n  I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  s t u d y  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  PA ,  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a
p rog ram  t r acked  s i gna l  v i o l a t i on  r a t es  a t  i n t e r sec t i ons  be fo re  and  a f t e r  ex t en d i n g  t h e
y e l l o w  l i g h t  s e q u e n c e ,  a n d  a g a i n  a f t e r  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  e n f o r c e m e n t  h a d  b e e n  i n  e f f e c t  f o r
abou t  a  yea r.  Leng then ing  t he  ye l l ow  l i gh t  r educed  s i gna l  v i o l a t i ons  by  36%.  The  cameras
reduced  t he  r ema in i ng  v i o l a t i ons  by  96%.
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Whi l e  t he  i s sue  o f  pho to  en f o r cemen t ’s  e f f ec t i veness  has  been  reso l ved  t o  t he  sa t i s f ac t i o n  o f  a l l
bu t  t he  mos t  en t r enched  opponen t s ,  t he re  i s  one  i s sue  t ha t  has  no t :  r egu la t i on .  Many  co m m u n i t i e s
hav e  j eopa rd i z ed  t he  f u t u re  o f  pho t o  en fo r cemen t  by  f a i l i ng  t o  adhe re  t o  r ecommended  p ra c t i c e s
o r  b y  u n w i t t i n g l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e a s i e s t  p a t h  t o  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o r  b y  e m b r a c i n g  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t
t o  s o l v e  a  f i n a n c i a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  s a f e t y  p r o b l e m .  O f t e n  n e w  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  a r e
s t a r t e d  b y  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  o u t s i d e  r e f e r e n c e s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a d v i c e  o f
p r i v a te  sec to r  vendo rs  who  a re  compe t i ng  f o r  con t r ac t s  t o  p rov i de  equ ipmen t  and  se r v i c e s .  I t  h a s
b e c o m e  c o m m o n  p r a c t i c e  f o r  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  i n t e r e s t s  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  u s e  o f  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  a s
a  mea ns  o f  r a i s i ng  r evenue  f o r  l o ca l  gove rnmen ts ,  and  s imu l t aneous l y  u rg i ng  p rac t i ces  t h a t
u n d e r m i n e  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s ,  s u c h  a s :

• S k i p p i n g  a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  r e v i e w  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n  a c t u a l  s a f e t y  p r o b l e m ;
• Ve n d o r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  s i t e s ,  w h i c h  c a n  p r i o r i t i z e  h i g h - c i t a t i o n  v o l u m e  o v e r  h i g h -

r i s k  l o ca t i ons ;
• U s i n g  p e r - c i t a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  f l a t - f e e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s c h e m e s ;  a n d
• Enc ou rag ing  l oca l i t i e s  t o  adop t  pho to  en fo r cemen t  t echno log i es  f o r  non -sa fe t y  r e l a t e d

pu rposes ,  such  as  nu i sance  p rope r t i e s ,  ove r -due  l i b ra r y  books  and  pa r k i ng  v i o l a t i ons .

I n  r ecen t  y ea rs ,  t he re  have  been  seve ra l  e f f o r t s  t o  p rov i de  gu i dance  t o  s t a t es  and  l oca l i t i e s
l ook i ng  t o  es tab l i sh  pho t o  en f o r cemen t  p rog rams .  The  Na t i ona l  Campa ign  t o  S top  Red  L i g h t
Runn ing  pub l i shed  gu idebooks  i n  2002  and  2007 .  The  Na t i ona l  H ighway  Tra f f i c  Sa fe t y
Adm i n i s t r a t i on  pub l i shed  gu i dance  i n  2003  ( r ed  l i gh t  cameras )  and  2008  ( speed  camera s )  a s  we l l
and  t he  Fede ra l  H ighway  Adm in i s t r a t i on ’s  Red  L i gh t  Camera  Sys tems  Ope ra t i ona l  Gu ide l i n e s
p u b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 0 5 .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  2 0 0 7  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C h i e f s  o f  P o l i c e  r e l e a s e d
the i r  own  gu ide ,  named  R e d  L i g h t  C a m e r a  S y s t e m  M i n i m u m  P e r f o r m a n c e  S p e c i f i c a t i o n s .

A m o n g  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  s o u r c e s ,  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t  o v e r l a p  i n  a d v i c e  a n d  a g r e e m e n t  o n  t h e
cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  success fu l  p rog rams ,  whe re  success  i s  de f i ned  as  i nc reas i ng  sa fe t y  and
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t e c h n o l o g y  c h a n g e s  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  t h e r e  a r e
u n i v e r s a l  e l e m e n t s  s h a r e d  b y  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  c a l i b e r,  w h i c h  r e f l e c t  i n t e g r i t y  o f  p u r p o s e
and  good  gov e rnance  p r i nc i p l es  t ha t  can  be  sha red  t o  t he  bene f i t  o f  p rog rams  eve rywh e re ,
w h e t h e r  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r  i n  e a r l y  i n c e p t i o n .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  m e r e l y  s u g g e s t i o n s  t h a t  o f t e n  t i m e s  f a i l  t o  b e  u t i l i z e d  d u e  t o  a
l ack  o f  i n cen t i ve  and  consequences  f o r  f a i l u re .  Wh i l e  pho to  en fo r cemen t  i s  e f f ec t i ve  when  used
p rope r l y,  i t ’ s  r ap i d ,  unchecked  g row th  has  r esu l t ed  i n  some  i ns tances  o f  abuse  ac ross  t he
c o u n t r y.  I n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a r e  b e i n g  i l l - a d v i s e d  t o  p l a c e  c a m e r a s  a t  l o w - c r a s h  r a t e
i n t e r s e c t i o n s ;  u s e  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  t o  n a b  l o w - s p e e d ,  r i g h t - o n - r e d  v i o l a t o r s  w h o  p o s e  a  v e r y
s m a l l  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ;  a n d  s o m e t i m e s ,  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s
comp le te l y  un re l a t ed  t o  sa fe t y.

M a n y  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  l e f t  w i t h  n o  s t a n d a r d s  o r  c l e a r -
c u t  p a r a m e t e r s  f o r  d e s i g n i n g  a n d  m a n a g i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  p r o g r a m  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s ,
e x c e s s i v e  r e l i a n c e  o n  i n d u s t r y  v e n d o r s ,  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y,  p u b l i c  d i s t r u s t .  T h i s  d i s t r u s t  t h r e a t e n s
w e l l - r u n ,  e f f e c t i v e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p o o r l y - r u n  p r o g r a m s  a l i k e .

Continued on page 5



T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  t o  S t o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g  i s  c a l l i n g  f o r  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  l o o k  c l o s e l y  a t
how  pho to  en fo r cemen t  p rog rams  a re  be i ng  adm in i s t e red ,  and  es tab l i sh  gu i de l i nes  t h rough
e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  p r o c e s s .  I t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  t h e  j o b  o f  f o r - p r o f i t
pho to  en fo r c emen t  t echno logy  p rov i de r s  t o  en te r  a  mun i c i pa l i t y  and  d i c t a t e  t he  v i o l a t i o n  g o a l s ,
f i n e s ,  p l a c e m e n t  o f  c a m e r a s  a n d  t h e n  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  p r o g r a m .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  t h i s  i s  o f t e n  t h e
case .

I t  i s  o u r  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r  p r o v i d i n g  g u i d a n c e  o n  h o w  t o
b e s t  i m p l e m e n t  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  c r e a t e  s t a n d a r d s .  W i t h o u t  s u c h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  l o c a l i t i e s ,  i t
i s  o u r  f e a r  t h a t  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t ’ s  m e r i t s  w i l l  b e  o v e r s h a d o w e d  b y  i t s  a b u s e s .  A c t i n g  a t  t h e
f e d e r a l  l e v e l  w i l l  h e l p  c o m m u n i t i e s  g u a r d  a g a i n s t  b e i n g  t a k e n  a d v a n t a g e  o f ,  w h i l e  p r e s e r v i n g
p rope r l y  us ed  pho to  en fo r cemen t  t oo l s  t o  p ro tec t  r oad  use rs  f r om  su f f e r i ng  t he  ve r y  a v o i d a b le ,
t r ag i c  consequences  o f  i r r espons ib l e  d r i v i ng .

#  #  #

Testimony Continued from page 4
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Arizona’s speed camera program featured on
Comedy Central’s The Daily Show

In an episode airing on July 8, The Daily Show’s Olivia Munn examined complaints about
Arizona’s state-wide speed camera program, in relation to the state’s recently passed, highly-contro-
versial immigration law commonly known as Senate Bill 1070. The five minute report examines a
shared theme in these two seemingly separate issues: invasion of privacy. In a tongue-in-cheek
manor, Munn interviews Arizona State Representative Carl Seel who is in favor of removing the
state’s highway speed cameras due to invasion of privacy concerns, but co signed Senate Bill 1070,
which mandates officers check the immigration status of individuals they stop or arrest. Munn also
interviewed Executive Director of Red Means Stop, Frank Hinds, who stated, “Arizona needs to keeps
these cameras on the freeways.”

Arizona’s state-wide speed camera program ceased operation on July 15, when the contract between
Arizona’s Department of Public Safety and Redflex Traffic Systems expired.

To view the video, please visit: 
http://www.thedailyshow.com/watch/thu-july-8-2010/arizona-s-photo-radar 
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Reminder: National Stop On Red Week is upon us
August 1st - 7th

If your community is interested in participating in National Stop on Red Week, please feel free to
use the sample proclomation below.

Sample  2010  Nat iona l  Stop  on  Red  Week  Proc lamat ion

Whereas ,  (Name  o f  Mun i c i pa l i t y /  O rgan i za t i on )  i s  bu i l d i ng  b road ,
commun i t y -based  pa r t ne r sh i ps  t o  i n c rease  awa reness  on  t he  w idesp read
p rob lem o f  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing ;  and ,

Whe reas ,  i n  1997 ,  t he  U .S .  Fede ra l  H ighway  Adm in i s t r a t i on  and  t he
Amer i can  Trauma  Soc ie t y  es tab l i shed  Na t i ona l  Stop  on  Red  Week  t o  se t
as i de  one  week  o f  eve r y  yea r  t o  r a i se  pub l i c  awa reness  abou t  t h i s
comp le te l y  p reven tab le  and  dead l y  f o rm  o f  agg ress i ve  d r i v i ng ;  and ,

Whe reas ,  i n  2008 ,  a lmos t  800  peop le  we re  k i l l ed  and  an  es t ima ted  1 3 7 , 0 0 0
were  i n j u red  na t i ona l l y  i n  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  c rashes ;  and ,

Whe reas ,  i n t e r sec t i on  c rashes  accoun t  f o r  mo re  t han  45  pe r cen t  o f  a l l
r epo r t ed  c rashes  and  21  pe r cen t  o f  f a ta l i t i e s ;  and ,

Whe reas  t he  f i nanc i a l  cos t  t o  t he  pub l i c  i s  es t ima ted  t o  be  i n  excess  o f  $14
b i l l i on  each  yea r ;  and ,

Whe reas  acco rd i ng  t o  a  su r vey  done  by  t he  U .S .  Depa r tmen t  o f
Transpo r ta t i on  and  t he  Amer i can  Trauma  Soc ie t y  es t ima tes  63  pe r cen t  o f
Amer i cans  see  someone  runn ing  a  r ed  l i gh t  a t  l eas t  a  f ew  t imes  a  week  and
one  i n  t h ree  Amer i cans  knows  someone  who  has  been  i n j u red  o r  k i l l ed  i n  a
red  l i gh t  r unn ing  c rash ;

Now,  t he re fo re ,  I ,  ( N a m e  o f  M a y o r / p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l ) ,  d o  p r o c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  w e e k
o f  Augus t  1 st t h r o u g h  A u g u s t  7 t h i s  he reby  des i gna ted  as  2010  Na t i ona l  Stop
on  Red  Week  i n  (Name  o f  Mun i c i pa l i t y /  O rgan i za t i on ) .   I  u r g e  e v e r y o n e  t o
r e d u c e  c r a s h e s ,  i n j u r i e s  a n d  t h e  t r a g i c  l o s s  o f  l i f e  b y  s t o p p i n g  f o r  r e d  l i g h ts .

L e t  u s  a l l  s p r e a d  t h i s  i m p o r ta n t  m e s s a g e  w i t h i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y.   B y  d o i n g  s o ,
we  can  save  many  l i ves .  I  ca l l  on  c i t i zens ,  gove rnmen t  agenc ies ,  pub l i c  and
p r i va te  i ns t i t u t i ons ,  bus i ness  and  hosp i ta l s ,  and  schoo l s  i n  ( n a m e  o f  c i t y  o r
commun i t y )  t h i s  yea r  t o  f ocus  on  t h i s  p reven tab le  p rob l em  w i t h  app rop r i a t e
ce remon ies ,  e f f o r t s  and  p rog rams .
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The letter to the editor below was published in the July 27th edition of The Washington Post

Hey, D.C., not so fast with the speed cameras

D.C. Police Chief Cathy L. Lanier said in the July 21 Metro story "District adds 12 speed
cameras" that more speed cameras are justified because the city wants to reduce dangerous

driving behavior. Some transparency would help credibility here. What are the statistics? I
don't dispute the effectiveness of the cameras, but I do question the District's lack of enforce-

ment of existing traffic laws.

My job requires me to spend a great deal of each day driving in the city, and I have noted a
systemic problem with the lack of enforcement regarding jaywalking, full stops at stop signs
and constant red light running. If police enforced the laws that govern these behaviors, the
city would take a big step to greater safety -- a greater step, I suspect, than it would with

speed cameras.

Peter M. Schaefer, Washington

We felt this letter was important to re-publish because it raises a valid question that
many people share: is photo enforcement replacing traditional enforcement? Although

use of photo enforcement varies from community to community, the National Cam-
paign to Stop Red Light Running recommends that for maximum safety benefits, auto-

mated traffic enforcement be used to support  traditional enforcement.

From everyone at the National
Campaign to Stop Red Light

Running, have a safe Stop on
Red Week.


