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T H E  N AT I O N A L
C A M PA I G N  T O  S T O P
R E D  L I G H T  R U N N I N G

A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D

Th is  i ssue  focuses  on  a  new au tomated  t ra f f i c  en fo rcement
gu ide ,  a  new box ing  pos te r,  Na t iona l  Stop  on  Red Week
ac t i v i t i es ,  and  an  AP ar t i c le  abou t  camera  p rograms in  V i rg in ia .

A Double Debut for National Stop on Red Week

S A F E T Y F O C U S
P u b l i s h e d  b y  T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m pa i g n  t o  St o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g

National  Campaign to Unvei l  New
Guidebook & Boxing Poster

The Nat ional  Campaign to
Stop Red Light  Running is
p leased  to  announce  next
month ' s  launch of  i t s  new
photo  enforcement  guide  and
the  k ickoff  of  a  publ ic
out reach ef for t  tha t  fea tures  a
profess ional  boxer.

The  guide ,  "Focus  on  Safe ty :  a
prac t ica l  guide  to  automated
t raf f ic  enforcement ,"  wi l l  be
re leased  Aug.  7  dur ing  a  press
conference  a t  the  Nat ional
Press  Club in  Washington,  DC.

Also unvei led  that  day wi l l  be
a  pos ter  fea tur ing  Olympic
boxer  and World  Champion
Jeff  "Lef t  Hook"  Lacy
super imposed on the  cover  of

the  guide .  Lacy wi l l  a t tend the  press  event .

" We  w e l c o m e  J e ff  t o  t h e  r a n k s  o f  b a s e b a l l  s t a r s  w h o  i n  p a s t
y e a r s  h a v e  h e l p e d  p u b l i c i z e  St o p  o n  R e d  We e k , "  s a i d  L e s l i e
B l a k e y,  C a m p a i g n  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r.  " We  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o
b r a n c h  o u t  t o  o t h e r  s p o r t s .  B e c a u s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a t h l e t e s  a r e
o f t e n  l o o k e d  u p o n  a s  r o l e  m o d e l s ,  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  c a n  m a k e  a
t r e m e n d o u s  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y. "

S e e  p a g e  3  f o r  m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  n e w  g u i d e  a n d  t h e
b o x i n g  p a r t n e r s h i p .

The  Campa ign  Needs  You r  Suppo r t !
As many of  our  readers  know, the Nat ional  Campaign was
star ted in  2001 in  response to  a  c lear  lack of  publ ic
understanding of the red l ight running problem and to
counter  misrepresentat ions of  photo enforcement
technology by opponents . ( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  5 )
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How You Can Help Promote
National  Stop On Red Week

August 5 – 11, 2007

Make intersect ion safety par t  of  any Nat ional  Night
     Out act ivi t ies planned for your community.

Order  I  Stop on Red  bumper  s t ickers  and p lace  them
     on  your  veh ic le  (see ordering information on page 3) .

Urge your local  police to conduct  red l ight  running
     enforcement  sweeps  and hold  a  press  conference  to
     announce the resul ts .

Ask your  local  c i ty  counci l  to  approve a  proclamation
     in  suppor t  of  Nat ional  Stop on Red Week (a  sample  i s
     avai lable from the Campaign).

Encourage family and fr iends to  wear  red r ibbons and
     t ie  them to vehicle  antennas for  the durat ion of
     Na t iona l  Stop  on  Red  Week .

If  your  ci ty  has  red l ight  cameras near  school  zones,
     a sk  the ci ty if  school children could paint  designs on
     the  camera  poles .

Ask local  banks or  businesses with scrol l ing message
     l ightboards to display Stop on Red Week safety
     messages.

Motivate  dr ivers  to  s ign a  pledge to  s top running red
     l ights .  Deliver  the pledges to local  ci ty or  pol ice
     off icials  during a press  event .

Urge local  newspapers ,  TV and radio  s ta t ions  to
     report  the nat ional  and local  human and f inancial  costs
     of  red l ight  running crashes.

P lease  drop  us  an  emai l  a t  i n fo@stopred l i gh t runn ing .com
and  l e t  u s  know how your  loca l i ty  p l ans  to  obse rve
S t o p  o n  R e d  We e k .

2007
NATIONAL
STOP ON RED
WEEK
AUG. 5th – 11th

www.stopredlightrunning.com

2007 National
Stop on Red Week
Activit ies

In  add i t i on  to  the  Na t iona l
C a m p a i g n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s ,
c o m m u n i t i e s  a r o u n d  t h e
coun t r y  a re  ca l l i ng
a t ten t i on  to  Stop  on  Red
Week .  Many  a re  us ing  the
C a m p a i g n ' s  b u m p e r
s t i c k e r s .  H e r e  a r e  a  f e w
examp les .

City  of  DeBary,  F lor ida —
P lans  t o  hand  ou t  I  S top  on
R e d  b u m p e r  s t i c k e r s  a s
par t  o f  Na t iona l  N igh t  Ou t
on  Tuesday,  Augus t  7 .

Prescott Valley, Arizona —
Po l i ce  p lan  t o  p l ace  I  S top
o n  R e d  b u m p e r  s t i c k e r s  o n
the i r  pa t ro l  veh i c l es  and
hand  them ou t  a t  t he  po l i ce
depa r tmen t  and  town  ha l l .
P resco t t  Va l l ey  po l i ce  t e l l
u s  t ha t  t he  t own ' s  June
a c c i d e n t  s t a t i s t i c s  s h o w  a
2 9  p e r c e n t  d e c r e a s e  o f
i n j u r y  r e l a ted  acc iden t s ,
compared  t o  a  yea r  ago ,
and  red  l i gh t  v io la t i ons  a t
t he  t own ' s  r ed  l i gh t
c a m e r a  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w e n t
f rom 561  i n  March  o f  2007
to  28  i n  June  o f  2007 !

D e l a w a r e  — A s  pa r t  o f  i t s
s t a t e w i d e  c a m p a i g n
a g a i n s t  a g g r e s s i v e
d r i v i ng ,  t he  s ta te ' s  O f f i ce
o f  H ighway  Sa fe ty  w i l l
f o cus  on  t he  p rob lem o f
red  l i gh t  runn ing ,  i nc lud ing
the  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  I  S top
o n  R e d  b u m p e r  s t i c k e r s
th rough  the i r  o f f i ce  and
s t a t e w i d e  t r a u m a  s y s t e m
c o o r d i n a t o r s .



Campaign Bumper Stickers Now Available
Orde r  you r  bumpe r  s t i c ke r s  t oday  and  d i s t r i bu te  t hem du r i ng  Na t i ona l  Stop  on  Red  Week .

We have produced a  l im i ted  number  o f  the  bumper  s t icker  shown above tha t  a re  ava i lab le  a t  no
cos t .  To  o rder,  send  your  name,  address  and  how many  bumper  s t i ckers  you  want  v ia  ema i l  to :
i n fo@stop red l i gh t runn ing .com o r  ca l l  us  a t  202 -828 -9100 .
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" F o c u s  o n  S a f e t y :  A P r a c t i c a l  G u i d e  t o
A u t o m a t e d  Tr a f f i c  E n f o r c e m e n t , "  r e f l e c t s  t h e
a d v a n c e s  i n  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  g r o w t h  i n
a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  t h a t  h a v e
o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s .

The  previous  2002 guide ,  “Stop on Red = Safe
on Green:  A Guide  to  Red Light  Camera
Programs,”  f o c u s e d  o n  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a
p r o g r a m s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  a b o u t  7 0
c o m m u n i t i e s .  S i n c e  t h e n  p h o t o  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d
i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  h a v e
e x p e r i e n c e d  t r e m e n d o u s  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  U . S .

A s  o f  J u l y  2 0 0 7 ,  p h o t o  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t
p r o g r a m s  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0
U . S .  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  p h o t o
e n f o r c e m e n t  h a d  e x p a n d e d  t o  a d d r e s s
s p e e d i n g  ( i n c l u d i n g  h i g h - r i s k  a r e a s  s u c h  a s
s c h o o l  z o n e s  a n d  h i g h w a y  w o r k  z o n e s )  a n d
f a i l u r e  t o  s t o p  a t  r a i l  c r o s s i n g s .  A c c o r d i n g l y,
t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h i s  u p d a t e  o f  t h e  2 0 0 2  g u i d e  h a s
e x p a n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e s e  n e w  e n f o r c e m e n t
t e c h n o l o g i e s .

T h e  n e w  g u i d e b o o k  o f f e r s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e
r e s o u r c e  t o  h e l p  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  l o c a l
p o l i c y m a k e r s ,  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s ,
h i g h w a y  s a f e t y  a d v o c a t e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y
g r o u p s  d e s i g n ,  o p e r a t e ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  e f f e c t i v e
p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s .

T h e  g u i d e  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  P D F  f o r m a t  a t
w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .

New Gu idebook–Augus t  r e l ease
Focus  on  Sa fe ty

( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 ) ( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 )

New Pos te r  f o r  2007
Pro fess iona l  Boxer
Promotes  Tra f f i c  Sa fe ty
T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  i s  d e l i g h t e d  t o   h a v e
J e f f  " L e f t  H o o k "  L a c y  j o i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  c u r b
a g g r e s s i v e  d r i v i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s p e e d i n g  a n d
red  l igh t  runn ing .

The  30 -yea r -o ld  boxe r,  a  na t i ve  o f  S t .
Pe t e r sbu rg ,  F lo r i da ,  i s  a  ha rd  h i t t e r  i n  t he
Supe r  Midd l ewe igh t  d iv i s i on .  H i s  r eco rd
s t a n d s  a t  2 2  w i n s  ( 1 7  b y  k n o c k o u t )  a n d  o n e
l o s s .  H e  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  2 0 0 0  U n i t e d
S t a t e s  O l y m p i c  b o x i n g  t e a m ,  w o n  t h e  I B F
S u p e r  M i d d l e w e i g h t  Ti t l e  i n  2 0 0 4  a n d  t h e  I B O
v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  t i t l e  i n  2 0 0 5 .

"I 'm happy to  be par t  of  the  Nat ional
Campaign to Stop Red Light Running," Lacy
said.   "I  know from personal  experience that
aggressive driving is  typical  behavior for too
many young people.  I  hate  to  admit  i t ,  but  I
l iked to  dr ive too fast  when I  was younger.  I
have hurt  a  few people in the r ing but ,
thankfully,  never on the road.

"I 've realized the importance of obeying
traff ic  laws and want  to  encourage other
young people  to  do the  same.  The road is  not
the place to  act  tough."

Limited quanti t ies of  Lacy's  poster  wil l  be
available through the Campaign at
www.stopredlightrunning.com. Also
avai lable  are  posters  f rom past  years  that
feature professional  basebal l  players .



W i t h  t he  he lp  o f  t he  Insu rance  Ins t i t u t e  fo r  H ighway  Sa fe ty  ( I IHS) ,  t he
Campaign  i s  o f fe r ing  a  red  l igh t  runn ing  c rash  pho to  and  foo tage  to  ass i s t
t hose  communi t i e s  obse rv ing  Stop  on  Red  Week  2007 .  The  foo t age

cons i s t s  o f  a  T-bone  c r a sh  a t  31  mph ,  conduc t ed  a t  t he  I IHS  t e s t  f a c i l i t y.  A l so
ava i lab le  i s  a  s t i l l  pho to  (p ic tu red  be low)  o f  a  red  l igh t  runn ing  c rash .

Th i s  type  o f  B- ro l l  v ideo  can  be  use fu l  wi th  loca l  med ia  tha t  des i re  background
f o o t a g e  t o  u s e  w h e n  c o v e r i n g  a  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  o r  o t h e r  St o p  o n  R e d  We e k - r e l a t e d
even t s .  When  making  a  reques t  th rough  the  Campaign ,  p lease  inc lude  the  name,
addres s  and  t e l ephone  number  o f  where  the  v ideo  foo tage / s t i l l  pho to  shou ld  be  sen t .

Red Light Running Crash Footage and Photo
Ava i l ab le  th rough  the  Campa ign

Traf f ic  Safety  Message to be Part  of  Back-to-School  Mater ia ls
Campus police at  the Universi ty of  North Florida in Jacksonvil le ,  Florida,  plan to welcome
students  to the fal l  term with a reminder to s top for  red l ights .  During the universi ty 's  Week
of Welcome in la te  August ,  the pol ice wil l  hand out  I  Stop On Red bumper s t ickers  to
s tudents  and thei r  parents .  See  page 3  of  th is  newslet ter  for  how to  order  bumper  s t ickers
for  your community.

A Way to  Reach  Young  Dr i ve rs
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Over the past  s ix years  the Campaign has assis ted communit ies  and traff ic  safety
proponents  in vir tual ly every state  in rais ing awareness and advocating for  s tate  and local
authori ty to use photo enforcement .

The Campaign is  entirely supported by contr ibutions from the private companies who
provide photo enforcement  systems and services to jur isdict ions nat ionwide.  These
companies make an annual f inancial  commitment with no str ings at tached,  so that  the
Campaign pol icies  and advocacy posi t ions can properly ref lect  the views and expert ise  of
our unpaid,  voluntary Advisory Board of  t raff ic  safety experts .

Unlike most  t raff ic  safety education organizations,  we receive no government funds.  Nor
do we receive funds from foundat ions and the l ike.  Instead,  we have rel ied on the members
of the photo enforcement industry to recognize the general  benefi t  of  educating the public
about the problems of red l ight  running and aggressive driving and the efforts  we make to
ensure that  photo enforcement as a  tool  is  available to al l  communit ies .

Tha t  we  main ta in  an  a rm’s  l eng th  re la t ionsh ip  to  our  donors  i s  ev idenced  by  the  fac t
tha t  we  have  cons i s ten t ly  main ta ined  neu t ra l i ty  on  the  sub jec t  o f  vendor  t echnology,
se rv i ces  and  p roduc t s ,  and  have  a lways  r e sponded  to  r eques t s  f rom loca l i t i e s  equa l ly,
r ega rd less  o f  which  company  benef i t s  f rom a  pho to  en fo rcement  con t rac t  tha t  may  o r
may  no t  be  in  p lace .

Unfortunately,  not  al l  members of  the photo enforcement community support  the concept
of  funding public  outreach,  and this  great ly restr icts  the opportunit ies  we can foster  and
the  mater ia ls  we can provide .  With  back- to-school  jus t  a  shor t  t ime away,  Stop on Red
Week is  a  great  t ime to  get  the  basic  safety  message out  to  parents ,  k ids  and dr ivers ,  young
and old.  But  al l  too often,  the Campaign is  forced by lack of  funding to turn away requests
for  public  outreach help.

So,  th is  year we  want  to  thank Aff i l ia ted  Computer Services  (ACS)  and Redf lex
Traf f i c  Sys tems  for the ir  generous  support  over the  years  and ,  i f  e i ther o f  these
companies  i s  your community’s  contractor,  we  ask you to  le t  them know that  you
apprec iate  the ir  support  of  th is  important  safety  awareness  e f fort .  I f  another
company i s  get t ing  your  photo  enforcement  bus iness ,  we  hope  you’ l l  a l so  le t  them
know that  the  Nat ional  Campaign to  Stop Red Light  Running i s  a  valued part  of  your
s a f e t y  e f f o r t s .

( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 )
The  Campa ign  Needs  Your  Suppor t !
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Legislative Update — July 2007
I f  t h e r e  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g  i n  y o u r  s t a t e  t h a t  i s  n o t  l i s t e d  h e r e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e
Campa ign  a t  ( 202 )828 -9100  o r  i n f o@s top red l i gh t r unn ing . com .

RED L IGHT RUNNING SAFETY CAMERAS
A l a b a m a :  H B  1 4 5  ( C o l l i e r )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  C i t y  o f  M o b i l e  t o  u s e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .
R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M o b i l e  C o u n t y  L e g i s l a t i o n .  A p p r o v e d  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  f u l l
H o u s e .  D i e d  i n  t h e  H o u s e  M a y  2 9 t h .

HB 595 (Bent ley)  would   a l low the  c i t ies  of  Gadsden (nor th  of  Montgomery)  and Tuscaloosa
(nor thwest  of  Montgomery)  to  ins ta l l  red  l ight  camera .  Died in  the  House  May 29.

F l o r i d a :  H B  1 2 4 7  ( R e a g a n )  c r e a t e s  “ M a r k  Wa n d a l l  Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y  A c t ”  t o  a u t h o r i z e
c o u n t i e s  a n d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  e n a c t  o r d i n a n c e s  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  p h o t o g r a p h i c  t r a f f i c
i n f r a c t i o n  d e t e c t o r s .  F i l e d  o n  3 / 0 1 / 0 7 .  R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  H o u s e  E c o n o m i c  E x p a n s i o n  a n d
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  C o u n c i l .  H e a r i n g  h e l d  o n  4 / 2 0 / 0 7 .  A p p r o v e d  b y  a  v o t e  o f  1 4 - 0  o n  0 4 / 2 0 / 0 7 .
R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  H o u s e  P o l i c y  a n d  B u d g e t  c o u n c i l .  D i e d  i n  c o m m i t t e e  5 / 0 4 / 0 7 .

SB 2558 (Bennet t ) ,  companion b i l l  to  HB 1247.  F i led  on  3 /02/07.  Refer red  to  the  Senate
Transpor ta t ion  and Communi ty  Affa i rs  Commit tee .  Died in  committee  5 /04/07.

T e x a s :  S B  111 9  ( C a r o n a )  g i v e s  c i t i e s  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  o p e r a t e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a
p r o g r a m s  b u t  p r o h i b i t s  c o n t r a c t s  t h a t  b a s e  v e n d o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c i t a t i o n s
i s s u e d .  F i n e s  w o u l d  b e  c a p p e d  a t  $ 7 5 .  A f t e r  c o v e r i n g  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r u n n i n g  t h e
p r o g r a m ,  h a l f  t h e  m o n e y  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  g o  d i r e c t e d  t o  t r a u m a  c a r e .  C i t i e s
u s i n g  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  h a v e  t w o  y e a r s  t o  p r o v e  t h e y  p r o m o t e  s a f e t y  o r  r e m o v e  t h e m .  P r i o r
t o  c a m e r a  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  c i t i e s  m u s t  s t u d y  i n t e r s e c t i o n  t r a f f i c  v o l u m e ,  c o l l i s i o n  h i s t o r y,  a n d
f r e q u e n c y  o f  r e d  l i g h t  v i o l a t i o n s .  A p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  s i g n e d  b y  t h e
g o v e r n o r  J u n e  1 5 .  L a w  g o e s  i n t o  e f f e c t  S e p t .  1 .

H B  1 0 5 2  ( C a l l e g a r i )  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  c i t i e s  w i t h  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s  p o s t  w a r n i n g  s i g n s
a t  l e a s t  1 0 0  f e e t  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  w h e r e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a r e  i n  u s e .  A p p r o v e d  b y  t h e
S e n a t e  a n d  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  J u n e  1 5 .  Law goes  into  ef fect  Sept .  1 .

O h i o :  H B  3 0  ( M c G r e g o r )  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a n y  c o m m u n i t y  u s i n g  r e d  l i g h t  o r  s p e e d  l i m i t
e n f o r c e m e n t  c a m e r a s  t o  p o s t  s i g n s  a t  e v e r y  c o m m u n i t y  e n t r y  p o i n t .  I n t r o d u c e d  o n  2 / 2 0 / 0 7 .
R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  H o m e l a n d  S e c u r i t y  a n d  Ve t e r a n s
Af f a i r s .  A p p ro v e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  6 / 2 7 / 0 7  a n d  i n t ro d u c e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  7 / 2 / 0 7 .

O r e g o n :  H B  2 5 0 8  ( s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  J u d i c i a r y  b y  r e q u e s t  o f  O r e g o n
A s s o c i a t i o n  C h i e f s  o f  P o l i c e )  w o u l d  l i f t  c u r r e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  a l l o w  o n l y  N e w b u r g  a n d
c i t i e s  w i t h  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  m o r e  t h a n  3 0 , 0 0 0  t o  i n s t a l l  a n d  o p e r a t e  t h e  c a m e r a s .  T h e  b i l l
w o u l d  a l l o w  c i t i e s  o f  a n y  s i z e  t o  u s e  t h e  c a m e r a s .  A p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  t h e  S e n a t e  6 /
1 9 / 0 7  a n d  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r.  S i g n e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  6 / 2 6 / 0 7 .

SPEEDING SAFETY CAMERAS
O r e g o n :  H B  2 4 6 6  ( L i m )  a l l o w s  a  g r o u p  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  t o  i n s t a l l  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  f o r
s p e e d i n g .  T h e  l a w  s t i p u l a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c i t i e s  h a v e  t o  i n s t a l l  w a r n i n g  s i g n s  a n d  c a n  o n l y  u s e
t h e  c a m e r a s  f o r  a  l i m i t e d  t i m e  e a c h  d a y.  S i g n e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  6 / 2 6 / 0 7 .

Te x a s :  H B  9 2 2  ( Tr u i t t ) b a n s  t h e  u s e  o f  a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  f o r  u s e  a g a i n s t  s p e e d i n g .
Passed  by  the  House  5 /2 /07 .  Passed  by  the  Senate  5 /21/07.  Signed by the  governor 6 /15/07.
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Some Va.  local i t ies reviv ing or  establ ishing red- l ight  cameras
B y  L a r r y  O ' D e l l ,  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  Wr i t e r,  J u l y  1 2 ,  2 0 0 7

R I C H M O N D ,  Va .  —  S e v e r a l  V i r g i n i a  l o c a l i t i e s  a r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  e s ta b l i s h i n g  o r
r e v i v i n g  t r a f f i c  l i g h t  m o n i t o r i n g  s y s t e m s  t h a t  u s e  c a m e r a s  t o  c a t c h  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n e r s ,
h i g h w a y  s a f e t y  a d v o c a t e s  s a y.

L e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  l o c a l i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  t o  i m p l e m e n t  s o - c a l l e d  “ p h o t o  r e d ”  p r o g r a m s
t o o k  e f f e c t  J u l y  1 .  T h e  t e c h n o l o g y  a l l o w s  c a m e r a s  t o  s n a p  p h o t o s  o f  c a r s  t h a t  r u n  s t o p l i g h t s .
T h e  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  n u m b e r  i s  u s e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  c a r ’ s  o w n e r,  w h o  g e ts  a  t i c k e t  i n  t h e  m a i l .

Pi lot  programs al lowing photo-red enforcement in several  northern Virginia local i t ies and Virginia
Beach expired July 1,  2005. Measures to reinstate those programs or expand them fai led unt i l  last
winter,  when the General  Assembly passed a bi l l  author iz ing photo red statewide.

“ W e ’ v e  k n o w n  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l i t i e s  t h a t  h a d  i t  p r e v i o u s l y  w a n t e d  t o  r e i n s t a t e
i t , ”  s a i d  D a n a  S c h r a d ,  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C h i e f s  o f  P o l i c e .

T h e y  a p p a r e n t l y  w i l l  b e  j o i n e d  b y  s o m e  n e w c o m e r s .  N e w p o r t  N e w s  o f f i c i a l s  h a v e  c h o s e n
t h r e e  b u s y  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  f o r  p h o t o - m o n i t o r i n g .  R i c h m o n d  P o l i c e  C h i e f
R o d n e y  M o n r o e  h a s  s a i d  h e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  c a m e r a s  a t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  b y  t h e
e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r,  a l t h o u g h  n o  o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  ta k e n .

N a n c y  R o d r i g u e s  o f  V i r g i n i a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  D r i v e r  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y  s a i d
T h u r s d a y  t h a t  s h e  h a s  b e e n  s u r p r i s e d  b y  n e w s  r e p o r t s  t h a t  s o m e  l o c a l i t i e s  t h a t  h a d  n e v e r
e x p r e s s e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  p h o t o  r e d  a r e  n o w  c o n s i d e r i n g  i t .

H o w e v e r,  i t  t a k e s  a  w h i l e  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  r e g u l a t o r y  a n d  p r o c u r e m e n t  p r o c e s s e s  t o  w o r k ,  s o
c a m e r a s  a r e n ’ t  g o i n g  u p  i m m e d i a t e l y.

“ I t ’ s  s t i l l  a  l i t t l e  b i t  s o o n , ”  s a i d  L e s l i e  B l a k e y,  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m pa i g n  t o
Stop  Red -L igh t  Runn ing .  “ I t  w i l l  p robab l y  take  even  t hose  who  had  p rog rams  be fo re  seve ra l
m o n t h s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p r o g r a m s . ”

B o b  O t t e n ,  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  s u p e r v i s o r  i n  F a i r f a x  C o u n t y,  a g r e e d .  H e  s a i d  i t  c o u l d  ta k e
t h e  c o u n t y  a b o u t  a  y e a r  t o  g e t  t h e  p r o g r a m  u p  a n d  r u n n i n g  a g a i n ,  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  t h e
l o c a l i t y ’ s  a n n u a l  b u d g e t  w a s  pa s s e d  b e f o r e  t h e  p h o t o - r e d  l a w.

A l s o ,  t h e  c o u n t y  m i g h t  r e p l a c e  i t s  o l d  s y s t e m  w i t h  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  t e c h n o l o g y,  h e  s a i d .

T r a f f i c  s a f e t y  a d v o c a t e s  s a y  t h e  c a m e r a s  r e d u c e  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e  d e c r e a s i n g  t h e
n u m b e r  o f  i n j u r i e s  f r o m  b r o a d s i d e  c o l l i s i o n s .

“ W e  f e e l  t h a t  b e c a u s e  w e  h a d  u p  t o  a  7 0  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n i n g  a t  s o m e
i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  t h e  m e s s a g e  w a s  g e t t i n g  a c r o s s , ”  O t t e n  s a i d .

Opponents have argued that the use of cameras is an Orwel l ian invasion of pr ivacy, and that the
decrease in broadside col l is ions is at  least  part ia l ly  of fset  by an increase in rear-end col l is ions.

A  n e w  s t u d y  b y  t h e  V i r g i n i a  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  p h o t o
e n f o r c e m e n t  d e c r e a s e s  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c r a s h e s  b u t  i n c r e a s e s  r e a r - e n d  c r a s h e s ,  b u t  f o u n d
t h a t  r e s u l t s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  v a r y  b y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  i n t e r s e c t i o n .

“ T h e s e  r e s u l t s  c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  c a m e r a s  b e c a u s e
t h e y  a r e  n o t  u n i v e r s a l l y  e f f e c t i v e , ”  t h e  c o u n c i l  s a y s  i n  i t s  r e p o r t .  “ T h e s e  r e s u l t s  a l s o  c a n n o t
b e  u s e d  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  c a m e r a s ,  a s  t h e y  h a v e  h a d  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  a t  s o m e
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a n d  i n  s o m e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s . ”

The  counc i l ,  a  pa r t ne r sh i p  be tween  t he  V i r g i n i a  Depa r tmen t  o f  T ranspo r t a t i on  and  t he
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  r e c o m m e n d s  m a k i n g  p h o t o - r e d  d e c i s i o n s  o n  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n - b y -
i n t e r s e c t i o n  b a s i s  a f t e r  c a r e f u l  s t u d y.

U s e d  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  T h e  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 0 7 .  A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .


