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It's not what you think. With everyone in a
hurry, red-light running has suddenly
become an epidemic—and a serious threat
to our safety. By Salley Shannon

atte Hodge still finds as
|1.|IIIr||| {8} Boonto a AL

marker—hers is no baby to

Fasten ino the sear of the mecal car,

Her last memaories of her 17-mondh-

old som, Blake, ate 01 the grocery stare
in Phoenix, Arsom, “He loved to heljs
mishop,” Kade remembsers, 1 winld
hand him things as he s in e carr,
and he'd owist his livtle body 1o puc
them in the hasket, then mm arangd
and give me a hig, ||.|.|'|Pl.- simile.”

O che wiy home from thar lase
shopping trip in Fehruary 2000,
Katie and Blake were in a devasrac-
ing accident. & woman driving
company pickup seomed through a
red light ac 55 miles per hour and
slammed into Kavies car, Blike, al-
though proper
seat i che back, was killed inscan Iy,
Katie lav in 4 coma for a week, When
she awike, she knew withour be it

Buckled inre a car
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hazard
highway

told that her child was dead, “We
had such 2 deep connecrion, He juse
wasn't there anymors,” says Katie,
whe was eparted from her husband
and raising Blake alone.

The baby's funerl was delayed foi
afis

WELKS

uncll Kade was well

enough 1o arcend—in a wheelch

parilyzod on the right side of het hody
and suffering brain damage, She sper
five monchy in rehab and has leen 1o
with some memony problems and hy-
persEnsitiviee on right side of he
Bty Altheuish she new manages well
tand has recencly remareied), Kare
briscles ar the word recevered. *You
leeep going,”™ she s, "Bus T will ney
&1 meeover (Tom missing my wn,”
Every vear, hundreds of thousands
of people are injured, and more than
a thousand killed, in accidenis thar
F i driver running a red light,

I'he statiscics aren't precise because

imvoh

communites track numbers o dil
ferent ways, But one face stands our
The Farality rave for accicents canised
when ane driver runs a red ighe is
ROINE UD ar more than tadce the raze
of other road accidencs.

Far ane thing, there are more of
these crashes. And they age VEIY SEVer
IF you'ne in an oidinary road acci-

dent, it} have ahowr a A percent =
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chance ol 51I'i1'||; injured, But il.}'ll"ll'
vehicle ts hie by someone renning a
light, veur chances of gereing b g
up o 45 pereene, T These are whar we
call Tobane crashes,” expliins Captain
Pravid K. Haggise of the Chaslosre-
Mecklenburg Police Deparzment in
Morch Carolimg, *The viceim's car is
ustally Rt en the side, where nath
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maybse 10 percent, according o ane |
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earimate—have .-cicll;-érnp; ;
Alwn, red
accelerating (hecaise theyre mving

5

ia0 rheir collisinns are

biear a ligh
more savage, And impace tises

proporoenarely with speed: %hen o
driver pushes che pedid from 40 mph
L] ':’JI:' IIIIIIII |I|L‘ I:,ilrlh' SFICC{'I g{lt,u IJI:I
S percenc, Bur the energy released
in acrash—rihe whaml—pgoes up meone
thn 200 percen,

WHO'S CAUSING THESE
ACCIDENTST

Bighrvesr-old] Brene Adams of Rre,
Clifarnta. was crossing the sireer on
his wiy home from school with his
owin brother, Nick, when a drver
gunned her car from 3% mph m
S0 mpph through a red light, Ar che
ot second, the driver s Mick and
swerved, crashing inte Brent and
killing him aa his biether wached in
terror Fous wEara larer, “Mick is |||'||_:.'
beginsing to b able o say Brenrs
i w loni Adarms, the

Tiame in pu
OWINS mobnen

The deiver wha s (TiEss |:||:§: Brent
wiats i mididle- agec woman on her way
o cthe office, “|I-:.-|||| want o know
whe is running all these lighes, Lok in

ST S —

“You never recover”

Katie Hodge was badly injured and
her Baby, Blake, killed whan a
waman sped through a red light
Says Katie: “The driver newer sven
sald she was sarry"

the miror,” suggests Brvan E. Parger,
IPh.1}., an associare protessor ac Old
Pominion Univesing in Yingnia and
an expert on sdriver and safety fsues,
I'he reason che driver gave for her
pecllesariens s stunningly ardinary,
oy She was lare for wiork,

The *hurry np” fecror s che bigges
resgon For the juimp in red-light acci-
i|u'nr-l.. When tickered, "o |1|;'C'|P|r'
say they're Jave for something,” seporis
Charloree’s Caprain Haggnst, “Brery-
body i just so buse”

Ics also the mzson these accidents
daon't routinely involve the stereoryp
Leal d.lllg.n_'m-u'n:|:'i1'|". s, CEPCrTS and
probice will cell vou, there is o “hard
o’ of eatfic violams—chose specd-
iI1E:, f:’ﬁ]l.'lr.'rl: lare=¢ h:""F:”E- Iighr-
rEnning road Warriors o whnm mos
ol us give wade berth, Buc such divers
ke up justa portion af s going
thaough ved lighes,

A bor younger males, while ther

The yvellow-light law

In most states, it isn't lagal to anter &n intersection
on yellew, And if you cause an accidant as you
ke a right turn on a red (whare parmitted), that
typically won't cosunt as a red-light viclation
wither, The anly absolute offense is entering an
interaection whan tha light I8 red. If you're
already thare when the signal changes, that's Ok,

de ger inte more chan
their shire o I'g-:pmdin__ﬂl-
and
accidents.
COGmes o II'-_’III rl_llll'lil'lE.\,
“we cant hlame them

drinkin =1 lared
when 0

for mest of the viaia-

i Paner,

rions,”
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Older drivers, while seacis

§
:; tically “cleaner™ than younger
§ ono can heoome speed freaks
LA intersections oo, 5o can
§ women, who are just as file-
% ¥ s men o run red lghis,

Chverall, Porter found in
hvis larest study, one driver in
five Fael Fom a lighe in che Lasc
ten ntersectzong, And ina ne
cent survey, when drivers wene
auked whethe :hr:.-"l'u_- EVEL 30—
celerared chrough eirther o yel
low o1 a red light, more chan
one in four ackneadedged thar chiey
divsa I|_':=',|||:|r|}'.

'.Il. I III.: |H|I}' reason,

Latenes i
Clrewded mads breed impatiene, Fus
eraced drivers Traditionally, taffic eo-
gineers have sec lighes s that there ame
o fear eera seconids of vellows, o let an
incersection clear before the other side
gees the green signal and beging ro

mowve, Today, thaugh, wir s many
mizre cars our there and with people
:ipq:lld.llr. a0 much more time cn the
road, busy corners may never clear, "4
weellow light handly means a ching any-
muore,” saps Richard Retting, 2 well-
ty expert with the
Insurance Inscitecze tor F ]i\|_.-||1w;j_','

lenpwn traffic s

Sarecy, "We still reach owr children
thar preen mens go, red mens ST,
ul. But we

K

and vellow means carel

behuve as if vellow means hurery

[hene s alao che “evervhody does
it intfluence, Over and over, vou see
orher deivers run red lighes wichour
geering caughe, and i |,1-;'§Tr,i|1$ oo
seam VK
ead to a ticker, "I -."||:-|-;' whi h.|'c:|k

ar at least unlikely o

eraffic laws don’t expecr 1o get
e, observes Leslie

catghr any
Blakey, executive divector of the
Macional Caompaign o Scop Hed
Light Running. Shels righe: The
odds vl being stopped are slim.

CUTTING DOWMN ON CRASHES

J:\C'L'r' l:.lt"'J" |||i||l: {I.'..I':ll,lr‘i:,' Cs as I_'lUr'—
breakers, much less killers: Bu: =
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“deliberarely deciding to run a red
Iij_;lll in a 2.':][:'”-11:””1-_1 vehicle s
mazally equivalent t firing a gun
into 2 crowd,” says Reteing. *Yeou
cant be sute thar you will hit some-
one, but there is a pood possibilin
vou will.”

Clommunitics are heginning w e
spond 1o the crisis. In Kisimmee,
Florida, police set up a sting, with
cops dressed s roadside homeless
peonple, When the “vagrane” saw a
deiver run & red lighe, chey'd rdio
their colleagues down dhe toad o pull
the s over, Advocares far the hosme.
less were nutraped—calling the apera-
cion disrespectful-bue the one-day
prograr did yield 171 cickess,

More conventional methods in-
clude the installadion ol carmeras chay
sutnmarically phetograph the license
plate of light-running drivers (see
box, Bedswr. In face, cameras have
been the mose effective approach so
Fir, though thar hasn't kepe some
drivers from complaining, *They sy,
Dran't give cickets, just lengrhen dhe
Fellowe lights,™ says Recting: "Well,
no yellow light wall ever be long
ennugh tor some people.”

Siaffer penalties for offenders mighr
Jl.'rl..l hilm' ArEmiE 1J|1'|.'I.'|‘i. II'I .nlr{' i_'ir-
cuamstanees, chirgs againse red-light

runners can be upgraded from the
usual slap on the weise: I, for exam-
j1|i.'. the driver lills someane and was
lso excessively speeding, he mighs be
chirged with vehicular homicide, 2
felony. Far mare typically, scates view
reil |I[.'J]1 ruuniu“ s a.in:.pl:.- PR
ing violation. If vou'te coughr, vou
fll_'."i.l.rllli‘. “.}'III-I ki”amnn::. oL pay
a fing, The accident is seen as unin-
tencional, and a red-light rumser s
chiarged, ar most, with reckless driv

ing (a misdemeaner) and generally
Fined abour $100,

That's why many residents in
Wirginia Beach, Virginia, were our-
raged in laee 2002 when a rounp
man delivering pizea plowed his
SV into a minivan and lilled tweo
litele girls—and was charged only
with failure to obey a traific signal
andl reclless driving, Oificials sajd
they understood why everyhody
witnced a villain o blame for che
tragedy, but under Vinginia stacutes,
the driver bad been properly changed,
A more serious charge "requirnes
evidence af criminal negligence"-
in other words, showing reckless
disregand of human life, according
o Yirginia Beach Commuonwealth
Artorney Harvey Bryanr,

The mather of ane of the gils,

"A hole in our family”
Six-ywarald Abigall Greas, reght,

lovad Basaball. On & summes wwaning
In P02, her pareats, Lois and Jahn,
taok hor and her sister, Laura (then
thrag|, tn a Colorado Reckies gamae.
As the family wis heading back 1o
their car—Abby holding her mom's
hand—they waited for the “walk”
siginal, than started to cross, Jahn
says. They'd mode it thrae quarters
of the way when a driver slaimmad
irttes thonn, They weers all hurt, Al by
mast sariously: She died that night,
The driver had seven recent tickats
for traffic affsrses; in o plaa bargain, he

wias conicted of four mbdemeanars,

underszandably, has a different view,
“Iean’t explain whar it like o stand
in the middle of an interseccion,
helding your desd chilel in pour arms
like a braken doll, And ehete is noch-
ing you can do,” she says,
Something to keep in mind, pet-
baups, the newr time you're chinking
ob speeding chrough a red lighe, =

BRAKE! YOU'RE ON HIDDEN CAMERA

s of January, 100 LS, elties had installed camaras
that autamatically photagraph the licensa plates
of red-light-running drivers at high-risk intersactions,
You're eaught anly if you actually enter on red, (The
carmera isn't triggered by a drivers being in the inter-
soction when tha yellow tums to red.) The offender i«
then sent a ticket, with the proof, by mail.

THE FEAR FACTOR WORKS. Accarding ta

& fedaral report, vielations drop by as much as

60 percent at phote Intersactions, Remaove the
carnaras, as they did atter an experimental program
in San Diego, and red-light accidents go back up,

BUT NOT EVERYOME IS A FAN. There can be

technical glitches, and the companies that moniter
the cameras (a job often contracted out) can make
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mistakes, leading te some tickets boing tossed out
in court. People also complain of privacy vialationa,
But as Jeffray W Runge, M.D., administrator of the
Mettanal Highway Traffic Safety Administration, has
romarked, "It dossn't Infringe on one's personal
freedom to be caught breaking the law.”

JUST MONEYMAKERS? Some naysayers also
argue that the camaras are little mare than rey-
anue genarators for cash-strapped cities. They car-
tainly can be that. In three years, the District of
Calumbia's cameras at 39 intersections ganeratad
almost £24.5 million in fines. But here's anather
fact; While the city was making all that maney,
vislatians alse plummeted by 40 parcent, and the
number of deaths attributed to red-light collisians
fell from 17 percent of accidents to 4 percent,



