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Th is  i ssue  fea tu res  two  new speed  camera  s tud ies  by  the  I IHS,  an
ed i to r ia l  commenta ry  penned  by  5  M issour i  po l i ce  ch ie fs ,  a  new
DVD on  the  e f fec ts  o f  red  l i gh t  runn ing ,  cour t  ru l ings  concern ing
camera  p rograms,  governors ’ l eg is la t i ve  reques ts  fo r  camera
programs and  a  leg is la t i ve  upda te .

w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m

Tw o  n e w  I I H S  s t u d i e s  c o n f i r m  s p e e d  c a m e r a

bene f i t s

Photo Enforcement Puts the Brakes on
Speeders in Residential  Areas and Highways

T w o  n e w  s t u d i e s  s h o w  t h a t  s p e e d  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s  i n
M a r y l a n d  a n d  A r i z o n a  l e d  t o  dramat ic  decreases  in  the  number

of  speeding vehic les .

T h e  r e p o r t s ,  i s s u e d  J a n u a r y  3 1 st  b y  t h e  I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r
H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  ( I I H S ) ,  e v a l u a t e d  t h e  u s e
o f  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  a n d
s c h o o l  z o n e s  i n  M o n t g o m e r y  C o u n t y,
M a r y l a n d ,  a n d  o n  L o o p  1 0 1 ,  a n  u r b a n
f r e e w a y  i n  S c o t t s d a l e ,  A r i z o n a .

“ A c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y,  c i t i e s  a r e  u s i n g
t e c h n o l o g y  t o  h e l p  o v e r - b u r d e n e d  p o l i c e
d e p a r t m e n t s  e n f o r c e  l a w s  a g a i n s t  s p e e d i n g
a n d  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g , ”  s a i d  C a m p a i g n  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  L e s l i e
B l a k e y.  “ E x c e s s i v e  s p e e d i n g  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o b l e m
e v e r y w h e r e  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  k e y  t o  m o d i f y i n g
d r i v e r  b e h a v i o r  a s  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  p r o v e . ”

T h e  s t u d y  o f  M o n t g o m e r y  C o u n t y ’s  S a f e  S p e e d  p r o g r a m  t o
e n f o r c e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  o f  3 5  m p h  o r  l e s s  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  a n d
s c h o o l  z o n e s  f o u n d  t h a t  v e h i c l e s  g o i n g  m o r e  t h a n  1 0  m p h  f a s t e r
t h a n  p o s t e d  s p e e d  l i m i t s  d r o p p e d  7 0  p e r c e n t  w h e r e  c a m e r a s  w e r e
i n  u s e  a n d  3 9  p e r c e n t  o n  r o a d s  w i t h  s i g n s  w a r n i n g  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t
b u t  w h e r e  c a m e r a s  w e r e n ’ t  y e t  i n  p l a c e .

A  s u r v e y  t a k e n  s i x  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m
b e g a n  f o u n d  t h a t  7 4  p e r c e n t  o f  M o n t g o m e r y  C o u n t y  r e s p o n d e n t s
c o n s i d e r e d  s p e e d i n g  a  p r o b l e m  o n  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t s ,  6 0  p e r c e n t
w e r e  a w a r e  o f  c a m e r a  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  a n d  6 2  p e r c e n t  f a v o r e d  i t .
T h e  p r o g r a m  w a s  M a r y l a n d ’s  f i r s t  a u t o m a t e d  s p e e d  e n f o r c e m e n t
p r o g r a m .

(continued on page 2)
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The Arizona study found that  before the ci ty of
S c o t t s d a l e ,  A r i z o n a ,  b e g a n  a  9 - m o n t h  p i l o t  s p e e d
camera  en fo rcemen t  p rog ram in  2006 ,  15  pe r cen t  o f
d r i v e r s  w e r e  t r a v e l i n g  f a s t e r  t h a n  7 5  m p h  o n  s e c t i o n s
o f  L o o p  1 0 1 ,  a  b u s y  u r b a n  f r e e w a y  w i t h  a  6 5  m p h
pos t ed  l im i t .

O n c e  t h e  c a m e r a s  w e r e  i n  p l a c e ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
v i o l a t o r s  p l u n g e d  t o  1 - 2  p e r c e n t .  P l u s ,  s p e e d
v io l a t i ons  f e l l  on  t he  s ame  f r eeway  25  mi l e s  ou t s i de
o f  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  a r e a .  T h e  L o o p  1 0 1  p r o j e c t
marked  t he  f i r s t  u se  o f  f i xed  speed  camera s  on  a
ma jo r  U .S .  h ighway.

A s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  I I H S  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t ,  “ Dep loymen t  o f
s i x  c amera s  a l ong  an  8 -mi l e  co r r i do r  was  a s soc i a t ed
w i t h  l a rg e  d e c l i n e s  i n  m e a n  s p e e d s  a n d  a n  8 8  p e r c e n t
d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  o d d s  o f  v e h i c l e s  t r a v e l i n g  11  m p h  o r
more  above  t he  65  mph  l im i t .  Tra f f i c  speeds
i n c r e a s e d  s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  p i l o t  p r o g r a m  w a s
suspended . ”  (Speed -camera  en fo r cemen t  was
r e i n s t a t e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 7 ) .

“ O u r  s t u d i e s  f o u n d  d r a m a t i c  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  s p e e d i n g , ”
s a i d  A n n e  M c C a r t t ,  I I H S  s e n i o r  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  f o r
r e s e a r c h .  “ C a m e r a  e n f o r c e m e n t  h a d  a  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t
o n  d r i v e r  b e h a v i o r  a n d  o u r  s u r v e y s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t
s p e e d  c a m e r a s  g a r n e r e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  l o c a l  d r i v e r s . ”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  I I H S  St a t u s  R e p o r t ,  S p e c i a l  I s s u e :
Speed ,  “By comparing Loop 101 speeds  wi th  speeds  on nearby f reeways that  d idn’ t  have
cameras ,  researchers  concluded that  the  Scot tsdale  program was associa ted wi th  as  much as
a  95 percent  decrease  in  the  odds  that  dr ivers  would surpass  75 mph.  Previous  s tudies  in
Europe and Aust ra l ia ,  where  speed cameras  are  widely  used,  have  repor ted  50-60 percent
reductions in the proport ions of  vehicles exceeding speed l imits  by more than 9 mph.”

The Insti tute,  based in Arlington,  Virginia,  is  a nonprofi t  highway safety research group
funded by auto insurers  with the goal  of  reducing deaths,  injuries ,  and property damage in
motor  vehicle  crashes.

For a  copy of  “Evaluat ion of  automated speed enforcement  in  Montgomery County,
Maryland” by R.  Ret t ing et  a l . ,  or  for  a  copy of  “Evaluat ion of  automated speed enforcement
on Loop 101 f reeway in  Scot tsdale ,  Arizona” by R.  Ret t ing e t  a l . ,  go  to  the  Campaign’s
w e b s i t e  a t  w w w. s t o p re d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .  O r  v i s i t  t h e  I I H S  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w. i i h s . o r g .

(continued from page 1)

Two new IIHS studies confirm speed
camera benefits
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Ohio Supreme Court Upholds
Cities’ Right to Use
Speed Cameras
In a much anticipated ruling, the Ohio
Supreme Court ruled Jan. 31 that Ohio
municipalities have the right under “home
rule” to implement photo enforcement
programs  that impose civil penalities for
traffic violations.

A number of Akron-area motorists had
challenged citations they received when
speed cameras photographed their vehicles
speeding in a school zone. The motorists
argued that Akron’s camera program,
which uses civil penalties, conflicted with
state laws defining speeding and traffic-
light violations as criminal offenses.

The court noted that use of the cameras to
issue civil citations to an offending
vehicle’s owner had also raised questions
regarding an individual’s constitutional
rights. Those questions are before a
federal court, which had asked the Ohio
Supreme Court to first review whether
cities could use traffic cameras under their
home rule powers. Cameras are used in
several Ohio cities, including Akron,
Cleveland, Columbus, and Toledo.

See page 7 for another recent court
decision.



Orde r  ou r  l a tes t  pos te r  o f  Je f f  " Le f t  Hook "  Lacy,  a
fo rmer  O lymp ic  boxe r  and  IBF  Supe r  M idd lewe igh t
champ ion .  To  r eques t  a  pos te r,  p l ease  con tac t  t he

Campa ign  a t  202 -828 -9100  o r  by  ema i l  a t

i n f o@s top red l i gh t runn ing . com.

Inc l ude  you r  name ,  ema i l ,  ma i l i ng  add ress  and  how

many  you  wou ld  l i ke .  The  pos te r s  a re  f r ee ,  bu t  we  ask

tha t  t hose  reques t i ng  pos te r s  pay  t he  sh ipp ing  cha rges ,

w h i c h  a r e  m i n i m a l .

Focus  on  Sa fe ty :A  p rac t i ca l  gu ide  to  au tomated
t ra f f i c  en fo rcement ,  i s  a  new  gu ide  t o  au toma ted  pho to

en fo r cemen t .  I t  i s  a  comprehens i ve  r esou rce  t o  he l p

s ta te  l eg i s l a t o r s  and  l oca l  po l i c ymake rs ,  l aw

en fo r cemen t  o f f i ce r s ,  h i ghway  sa fe t y  advoca tes  and

commun i t y  g roups  des ign ,  ope ra te ,  and  suppo r t  e f f ec t i ve

p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s .

The  gu ide  i s  ava i l ab le  f r om the  Campa ign  f o r  $9  a  copy,

o r  i t  can  be  down loaded   i n  PDF  f o rma t  f r om  the

C a m pa i g n  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .

To order  an  I  STOP ON RED bumper  s t i cker,  send your  name,  address  and how many bumper
s t i ckers  you  want  v ia  ema i l  to :  i n f o@s top red l i gh t r unn ing . com o r  ca l l  u s  a t  202 -828 -9100 .  Make
su re  and  j o i n  t he  Campa ign  by  send ing  you r  name ,  add ress ,  ema i l ,  and  t e l ephone  i n fo rma t i on .
Tha t ’ s  f ree ,  t oo !
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New DVD on the Effects of Red Light Running
A new DVD, Stop Red Light Running, was produced in January for the Stop! Red Light Running Coalition of Florida
(www.floridastopsonred.org). The DVD, produced by the Center for Faith and Freedom, shows the impact of red light running
and prominently features Coalition President Melissa Wandall, whose husband was killed by a
red light runner in 2003.

The Story Behind the DVD.  Melissa said that after she wrote an editorial for The Herald
Tribune, Stuart Roth from the Center for Faith and Freedom approached her and “said he
wanted to produce a video on the affects of red light running and why the Mark Wandall Safety
Act is just that — a safety act. His team did a phenomenal job!”

You can view the video by going to www.faithandfreedom.org and clicking on the traffic signal.

See page 5 for an update on the Mark Wandall Safety Act.

ORDER YOUR FREE CAMPAIGN BUMPER STICKERS



The rea l  costs  and benef i ts  o f  red- l ight  cameras

A l t h o u g h  r e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  a d d i t i o n s  t o  o u r  d e pa r t m e n ts ’  s a f e t y  t o o l s ,
t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  i n  o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  f o r  y e a r s .  O n e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  d e l a y  i n  t h e i r  u s e  i n

o u r  a r e a  i s  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  c o s t  o f  i n s ta l l i n g ,  m a i n ta i n i n g  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  t h e m .  T h e y  h a v e
b e e n  i n s ta l l e d  n o w  b e c a u s e  t h e  c o s ts  a r e  b e i n g  c o v e r e d  b y  f i n e s  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  p e o p l e  w h o  r u n
r e d  l i g h ts  —  n o t  f r o m  i n n o c e n t  t a x pa y e r s .

W i t h o u t  t h i s  r e v e n u e  m e c h a n i s m ,  o n l y  t h e  m o s t  a f f l u e n t  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o
a f f o r d  t h e s e  s a f e t y  d e v i c e s  w i t h o u t  a  t a x  i n c r e a s e  o r  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s .

R e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a r e  o p e r a t i n g  a t  m a n y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ’s  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  a n d
t h e y  w o r k .  I n  o u r  c i t i e s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c o r d e d  r e d - l i g h t  v i o l a t i o n s  h a s  d r o p p e d  s i n c e  t h e
c a m e r a s  w e r e  i n s ta l l e d ,  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a c c i d e n ts  —  h e a d - o n ,  r e a r - e n d  a n d  e v e r y  o t h e r
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  c o l l i s i o n  —  h a s  f a l l e n .

I n  A r n o l d ,  c o l l i s i o n s  a t  o u r  w o r s t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  h a v e  d r o p p e d  m o r e  t h a n  3 0  p e r c e n t .  I n  F l o r i s s a n t ,
w e  h a v e  s e e n  a  6 4  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  v i o l a t i o n s  a t  t h e  f i r s t  m o n i t o r e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a n d  5 1
p e r c e n t  a t  t h e  o t h e r s .  I n  H a z e l w o o d ,  w e  h a v e  r e c o r d e d  a  4 6  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  c o l l i s i o n s  a t
m o n i t o r e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .  B e v e r l y  H i l l s  h a s  s e e n  a  r e d u c t i o n  o f  7 6  p e r c e n t  i n  v i o l a t i o n s ;  i n  St .
J o h n ,  6 2  p e r c e n t .

A n d  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  i n s ta l l a t i o n s  o f  r e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a s  i n  St .  L o u i s ,  C r e v e  C o e u r  a n d  o t h e r
m u n i c i pa l i t i e s  a r e  m o r e  r e c e n t ,  t h e y,  t o o ,  a p p e a r  t o  b e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a  d r o p  i n  v i o l a t i o n s .  T h e r e
i s  n o  o t h e r  m e t h o d  o f  t r a f f i c  pa t r o l  t h a t  i s  s a f e r,  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  r e d u c i n g
r e d - l i g h t  v i o l a t i o n s .

A r e c e n t  P o s t - D i s pa t c h  e d i t o r i a l  t h a t  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h i s  t o o l  e x p r e s s e d  i n d i g n a t i o n  a t ,
a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  “ t h e  c a m e r a  d o e s n ’ t  c a r e  w h o  i s  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  c a r. ”  A c t u a l l y,
w e  s e e  t h i s  a s  a  p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .

T h e  c a m e r a s  a r e  o b j e c t i v e :  T h e  v i o l a t i o n  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  d i g i t a l  i m a g e  o f  t h e  c a r  a n d  l i c e n s e  p l a t e
i n  a  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  n o  w e i g h i n g  o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  t e s t i m o n y  b e t w e e n  a n  a l l e g e d
p e r p e t r a t o r  a n d  a  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r.  A n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r a c i a l  o r  g e n d e r  b i a s  b e c a u s e  t h e
c a m e r a s  d o  n o t  r e c o r d  f a c e s .

N o r  a r e  w e  u ps e t  t h a t  f i n e s  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  a  r e d  l i g h t  a r e  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  pa r k i n g  t i c k e ts .
T h e s e  k i n d s  o f  v i o l a t i o n s  l e a d  t o  c o l l i s i o n s ,  a n d  c o l l i s i o n s  l e a d  t o  i n j u r i e s  a n d  f a ta l i t i e s .  We
k n o w  o f  n o  o n e  b e i n g  k i l l e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a  c a r  pa r k e d  t o o  l o n g  a t  a  m e t e r.

A s  t o  p o s s i b l e  a c t i o n  b y  t h e  M i s s o u r i  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  w a r n i n g  s i g n s  b e  p o s t e d  a t
m o n i t o r e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  t h a t  a l r e a d y  i s  t h e  c a s e  a t  e v e r y  c a m e r a - m o n i t o r e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  o u r
a r e a s .  O u r  m u n i c i pa l  o f f i c i a l s  r e q u i r e d  s i g n s  t o  b e  p r o m i n e n t l y  p o s t e d  a n d  i n c l u d e d  l a n g u a g e  t o
t h a t  e f f e c t  i n  t h e  o r d i n a n c e s  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  c a m e r a s ’  d e p l o y m e n t .  T h e  s u p p l i e r  f r o m  w h i c h  w e
o b ta i n e d  t h e  s y s t e m  a l s o  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e m .

I t  i s  i m p o r ta n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  s ta t e  e n g i n e e r s ,  n o t  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  s e t  a n d  v e r i f y  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  t h e
a m b e r  ( y e l l o w )  l i g h ts  a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a t  w h i c h  c a m e r a s  h a v e  b e e n  i n s ta l l e d .  A n d  i n
a l l  o f  o u r  m u n i c i pa l i t i e s ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  d e c i s i o n  t o  i s s u e  a  v i o l a t i o n  n o t i c e  i s  m a d e  b y  a
c o m m i s s i o n e d  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  w h o  r e v i e w s  t h e  d i g i t a l  e v i d e n c e .

T h e  e d i t o r i a l  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i f  s a f e t y  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e s e  c a m e r a s ,  o u r
d e pa r t m e n ts  s h o u l d  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  f o r g o  t h e  f i n e s  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  c a m e r a s  a n d  r e d i r e c t  t h e
r e v e n u e  t o  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  T h i s  w o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  f u n d s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  pa y  f o r  t h e  c o s t  o f
o p e r a t i n g  r e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p o l i c e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  d i g i ta l  i m a g e s  a n d  t h e
s u b s e q u e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b y  t h e  c o u r t s .

T h e  p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t  o f  r e d i r e c t i n g  r e v e n u e  t o  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w o u l d  b e  t o  k i l l  r e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a
p r o g r a m s  a l m o s t  e v e r y w h e r e  i n  M i s s o u r i ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  n e a r  s c h o o l s .  I f  t h a t  w a s  t h e
e d i t o r i a l ’ s  h o p e ,  i t  s h o u l d  h a v e  j u s t  s a i d  s o .
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T h i s  c o m m e n ta r y,  w r i t t e n  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a n  e d i t o r i a l ,  r a n  i n  t h e  1 / 1 5 / 0 8  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  St .  L o u i s  P o s t -
D i s pa t c h .  T h e  a u t h o r s  a r e  t h e  c h i e f s  o f  p o l i c e  o f  t h e  m u n i c i pa l i t i e s  o f  A r n o l d  ( B o b  S h o c k e y ) ,  B e v e r l y
H i l l s  ( J o e  C o l l i n s ) ,  F l o r i s s a n t  ( W i l l i a m  K a r a b a s ) ,  H a z e l w o o d  ( C a r l  W o l f )  a n d  St .  John  (Ter ry  M i lam) .
Repr in ted  w i th  permiss ion  o f  the  St .  Lou is  Pos t -D ispa tch ,  copyr igh t  2008 .
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Legislative Update — February 2008
I f  t h e r e  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g  i n  y o u r  s t a t e  t h a t  i s  n o t  l i s t e d  h e r e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e

Campa ign  a t  ( 202 )828 -9100  o r  i n f o@s top red l i gh t runn ing . com .

RED L IGHT RUNNING SAFETY CAMERAS

ALABAMA: HB 24 (Bent ley) ,  in t roduced 2/05/08,  is  a  re-f i l ing of  the  Alabama Class  4
Municipali ty Red Light  Safety Act;  would give Tuscaloosa and Gadsden the authori ty to
instal l  red l ight  cameras.  Referred to the county and municipal  government committee.

FLORIDA:  SB 806 (Bennet t )  and HB 351 (Reagan) ,  dubbed the  Mark Wandal l  Traff ic
Safety Act ,  would al low local  governments to establ ish red l ight  camera programs and
impose a $125 f ine against  the owner of  the vehicles photographed running the red l ight .
SB 806 was  f i led  12/14/07.  HB 351 was  f i led  12/07/07 and was  refer red  to  the  Economic
Expansion & Infras t ructure  Counci l  01/03/08.  SB 806 was referred to  Transporta t ion;
Criminal Justice;  Community Affairs;  Transportation and Economic Development
Appropr ia t ions  1 /24/08.

ILLINOIS: HB 4562 (Brady) would al low the implementat ion of  red l ight  camera
programs in   DeKalb,  McLean,  Kankakee,  LaSal le ,  Peoria ,  Sangamon,  Vermil ion and
Winnebago counties (currently the only counties that  can use the technology are in the
Chicago and St .  Louis  areas) .  In t roduced 1/18/08 and referred to  the  rules  commit tee .

MINNESOTA: HF 1058 (Thissen,  e t  a l )  and a  companion Senate  b i l l ,  SF 1071 (Dibble ,
Higgins,  Murphy,  Larson,  Rest)  would authorize local  communit ies to operate red l ight
camera  programs.  HF 1058 was  in t roduced 2/15/07 and refer red  to  Publ ic  Safe ty  and
Civi l  Just ice  commit tee 03/21/07.  SF 1071 (Dibble ,  Higgins ,  Murphy,  Larson,  Rest)  was
int roduced 02/21/07 and referred to  the  judic iary  commit tee  03/14/07.

MISSISSIPPI: HB 1197(Duvall) ,  would prohibit  any county or municipali ty from enacting
or  enforcing ordinances al lowing red l ight  or  speed cameras,  effect ive 7/1/08.  Introduced
2/4/08 and referred to  the  t ranspor ta t ion commit tee .

MISSOURI: HB1376 (Portwood)  es tabl ishes  the  Missouri  Universal  Red Light
Enforcement Act;  would require al l  photo enforcement systems to register  with the
Missouri  Department  Transportat ion and al l  par t ic ipat ing ci t ies  to  pay a  $500 fee to  the
Red Light Enforcement Fund for conducting audits  to ensure enti ty compliance with the
provisions of  the bi l l .  The combined f ine and court  costs  cannot  exceed $100.  The bi l l  a lso
prohibi ts  the  use  of  speed cameras .  Pre-f i led  12/07/07,  in t roduced in  the  House  01/09/08;
second reading  01/10/08.

NEW JERSEY: A 4314 (Wisniewski ,  Stack)  would  reverse  the  s ta te’s  ban on photo
enforcement and establish a f ive-year pilot  program allowing local  governments to install
red l ight  cameras.  Bil l   was subst i tuted for  identical  Senate bi l l  S2123 (Conigl io) .  Passed
the  Assembly and the  Senate  01/07/08.  Signed by the  governor  01/13/08.

(continued on page 6)
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NEW MEXICO: SB442 (Sanchez)  appl ies  to  c i t ies  wi th  a  popula t ion  of  more  than  200,000
(Albuquerque)  and would  l imi t  a l l  f ines ,  fees  and cos ts  of  a  speeding or   red  l ight  running
viola t ion  to  a  maximum of  $75.Ten percent  of  the  money col lec ted  would  go  to DWI  d rug  cou r t
p r o g r a m s  a n d  9 0  p e r c e n t  w o u l d  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  N e w  M e x i c o  f i n a n c e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r
depos i t  i n to  t he  me t ropo l i t an  cou r t  bond  gua ran t ee  fund .  Re fe r r ed  1 /28 /08  t o  t he  j ud i c i a ry
commi t t e e ,  wh ich ,  w i thou t  r e commenda t i on ,  r e f e r r ed  t he  b i l l  t o  t he  Sena t e  f i nance
commi t t ee  1 /31 /08 .  ( A l b u q u e rq u e ’s  c i t y  c o u n c i l  v o t e d  2 / 0 4 / 0 8  t o  re d u c e  f i n e s  f o r  re d  l i g h t
r u n n e r s  a n d  s p e e d e r s  c a u g h t  o n  c a m e r a .  F o r  re d  l i g h t  r u n n e r s  t h e  f i n e  w o u l d  d ro p  f ro m  $ 1 0 0
t o  $ 6 9 .  F o r  s p e e d e r s  g o i n g  1 0  m i l e s  o v e r  t h e  l i m i t  t h e  f i n e  d ro p s  f ro m  $ 1 0 0  t o  $ 7 4 ,  a n d  f i n e s
f o r  h i g h e r  s p e e d s  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  re d u c e d . )

NEW YORK: A 06669 (Hoyt)  would  author ize  the  Ci ty  of  Buffa lo  to  implement  photo
enforcement  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a n d  h i g h w a y - r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g s .  T h e  b i l l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a n d
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  3 / 1 6 / 0 7 .  T h e  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  i n  t h e  S e n a t e ,  S 0 4 5 2 3
w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  0 4 / 1 8 / 2 0 0 7 .  B o t h  b i l l s  w e r e  r e f e r r e d  t o
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s  0 1 / 0 9 / 0 8 .

O H I O :  H B  3 0  ( M c G r e g o r )  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a n y  c o m m u n i t y  u s i n g  r e d  l i g h t  o r  s p e e d  l i m i t
e n f o r c e m e n t  c a m e r a s  t o  p o s t  s i g n s  a t  e v e r y  c o m m u n i t y  e n t r y  p o i n t .  I n t r o d u c e d  o n  2 / 2 0 / 0 7 .
R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  H o m e l a n d  S e c u r i t y  a n d  Ve t e r a n s
A ff a i r s .  A p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  6 / 2 7 / 0 7 ,  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  7 / 2 / 0 7  a n d  s e n t  t o  t h e
H i g h w a y s  a n d  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .

O R E G O N :  H B  2 5 0 8  ( s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  J u d i c i a r y  b y  r e q u e s t  o f  O r e g o n
A s s o c i a t i o n  C h i e f s  o f  P o l i c e )  l i f t e d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  a l l o w e d  o n l y  N e w b u rg  a n d  c i t i e s  w i t h
p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  m o r e  t h a n  3 0 , 0 0 0  t o  i n s t a l l  a n d  o p e r a t e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  T h e  b i l l  a l l o w s
c i t i e s  o f  a n y  s i z e  t o  u s e  c a m e r a s  a n d  r e m o v e s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .

We n t  i n t o  e f f e c t  0 1 / 0 1 / 0 8 .

P E N N S Y LVA N I A :  H B  1 7  (M a r k o s e k ,  G e i s t )  e x t e n d s  P h i l a d e l p h i a ’s  t h r e e - y e a r  p i l o t  r e d

l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m  t o  2 0 11 .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e j e c t e d  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e d i r e c t  s o m e  o f  t h e  t i c k e t

r e v e n u e  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t .  T h e

P h i l a d e l p h i a  P a r k i n g  A u t h o r i t y  o p e r a t e s  t h e  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m  a t  1 0  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .  T h e  b i l l

p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  t h e  S e n a t e  1 2 / 1 2 / 0 7  a n d  w a s  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  1 2 / 1 8 / 0 7 .

W I S C O N S I N :  A B  5 2 8  ( Z e p n i c k )  w o u l d  e n a b l e  c i t i e s ,  t o w n s ,  a n d  v i l l a g e s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e i r

o w n  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s .  I n t r o d u c e d  1 0 / 0 4 / 0 7  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  C o m m i t t e e  o n  U r b a n

a n d  L o c a l  Af f a i r s ,  w h i c h  h e l d  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  0 1 / 0 8 / 0 8 .  N o  v o t e  w a s  t a k e n .

S P E E D I N G  S A F E T Y  C A M E R A S

O R E G O N :  H B  2 4 6 6  ( L i m )  a l l o w s  G l a d s t o n e ,  M i l w a u k i e  a n d  O r e g o n  C i t y  t o  o p e r a t e  s p e e d

c a m e r a s .   T h e y  j o i n  P o r t l a n d  a n d  s i x  o t h e r  c i t i e s  w h e r e  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  a r e  a l l o w e d .  T h e  b i l l

a l s o  a l l o w s  t h e  s t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  o p e r a t e  s p e e d  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s  i n

h i g h w a y  w o r k  z o n e s .  We n t  i n t o  e f f e c t  0 1 / 0 1 / 0 8 .

Legislative update
(continued from page 5)



Federa l  Judge  Re jec ts  Const i tu t iona l  Cha l lenge  to  Ch icago
Red  L igh t  Camera  Program

I n  d i s m i s s i n g  a  l a w s u i t  c h a l l e n g i n g  C h i c a g o ’s  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m ,  U . S .

D i s t r i c t  J u d g e  R o b e r t  G e t t l e m a n  a g r e e d  w i t h  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  w h o  s a i d  i t  w a s  l a w f u l  t o

h o l d  c a r  o w n e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  w h a t ’ s  d o n e  w i t h  t h e i r  v e h i c l e s .

L a w y e r s  f o r  t w o  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  o n e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n t e n d e d  t h e  o r d i n a n c e  w a s

u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  b e c a u s e  $ 9 0  t i c k e ts  a r e  i s s u e d  t o  c a r  o w n e r s  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e y

a r e  b e h i n d  t h e  w h e e l  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  t r a f f i c  o f f e n s e .

G e t t l e m a n ’s  r u l i n g  w a s  h a n d e d  d o w n  i n  m i d - J a n u a r y.

Speed and Red Light Cameras on Governors’ 2008 Agendas

Governors in New York, Connecticut and Maryland are among those wanting to enlist speed and/or

red light cameras as part of their efforts to reduce dangerous driving behaviors.

In Maryland, speed camera legislation is among the package of 18 bills that Gov. Martin O’Malley is

asking the General Assembly to pass during its 90-day session. The bill would give other communities

similar authority to that of Montgomery County, which allows speed cameras in school zones and

residential areas with a speed limit of 35 mph or less.  The governor is also proposing the use of

photo enforcement cameras in work zones.

In presenting her new budget this month, Connecticut Gov. M. Jodi Rell requested funding for a speed

camera pilot program along a dangerous stretch of I-95. The Associated Press reported that on the

opening day of the legislative session, Rell said, “To those of you who use this congested highway as

their personal speedway — we’re going to see you and we’re going to stop you. And it will cost you.”

And in New York state — where in 1993  New York City began

operating the first red light camera program in the country — Gov.

Eliot Spitzer has proposed that the state approve up to 50 red light

cameras each in Rochester, Buffalo, Syracuse, Yonkers, and Nassau

and Suffolk counties. Buffalo officials were unsuccessful last year in

their lobbying efforts for red light cameras.

According to an article in the Jan. 24, Rochester Democrat and

Chronicle, “New York City’s most recent statistical report shows a

9 percent reduction in injuries at the 40 intersections that received

cameras between 2001 and 2006. Pedestrian injuries dropped

40 percent at intersections with cameras, while motorist injuries

declined 6 percent. The seriousness of injury also declined,

according to the city’s Department of Transportation.”
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