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P u b l i s h e d  b y  T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m pa i g n  t o  St o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g

Give back to the Campaign by giving to others
www.ShopToEarn.net/StopRedLightRunning
www.ShopToEarth.net/StopRedLightRunning

Since its inception, the Campaign has served as a knowledgeable and respectable
resource, providing research, newsletters and a voice to those who believe in reducing
the incidence of red light running on our roads, thereby putting an end to the fatali-
ties and injuries it causes. We have distributed thousands of bumper stickers, post-
ers, and photo enforcement guide books. All of these services have been pro-
vided by the Campaign at no cost to our members. Now we need your help.

By doing your shopping on our ShopToEarn & ShopToEarth websites the Campaign will
receive cash back on a percentage of your purchase at no cost to you!

Visit our ShopToEarn site to see a list of well-known national retailers like Gap, Apple and
Barnes & Noble; you’ll find the same sales and deals as if you had gone directly to the
retailer’s website. ShopToEarth offers an extensive variety of organic products for our
green-minded supporters.

Here’s how it works: When you arrive at the Campaign’s ShopToEarn website, you can
select which store you would like to shop by choosing from a dropdown menu of retail-
ers at the top of the page. The percent next to the retailer denotes the percent of cash the
Campaign will receive from your purchase at that store. Upon selecting a retailer you will
be navigated to that store’s website to shop as you normally would — you will still
receive any sales or promotions that your selected retailer was offering.

We hope that you are able to help us by doing your holiday and year-round shopping on
our new web pages. Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions:
info@stopredlightrunning.com or 202-828-9100. Happy holidays and happy shopping!



Quest ions ,  concerns  ra ised  by  number  o f  r igh t -on- red  t i cke ts
Red Always Means Stop,  but  Motor ists  Need More Informat ion
C o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e  g r a p p l i n g  w i t h  c o m p l a i n t s  a n d  c r i t i c i s m  f r o m  m o t o r i s t s
w h o  r e c e i v e  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  t i c k e t s  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  m a k e  a  c o m p l e t e  s t o p  b e f o r e  t u r n i n g  r i g h t
o n  r e d .  T h e  i s s u e  i s  f u e l i n g  a c c u s a t i o n s  t h a t  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  a r e  m o r e  a b o u t
m o n e y  t h a n  s a f e t y.

“ T h e  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  i n d u s t r y  i s  f r a u g h t  w i t h  f a i r n e s s  p r o b l e m s  d u e  t o  a  l a c k  o f  u n i f o r m i t y,
a n d  a  l a c k  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y, ”  s a i d  C a m p a i g n  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  L e s l i e  B l a k e y.  “ H o l i d a y  t r a v e l
s e a s o n  p l a c e s  a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h i s  p r o b l e m  w h e n  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a r e  i n u n d a t e d  b y  o u t - o f - t o w n
m o t o r i s t s  u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y ’s  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m . ”

P h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  n e e d  t o  b e  c l e a r  a b o u t  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  r i g h t - t u r n  o n  r e d
v i o l a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s t o p p i n g  a t  t h e  s t o p  l i n e  a n d  i f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  d e m a n d s  a
c o m p l e t e  s t o p  o r  a l l o w s  a  s l o w  c r e e p .

M e d i a  a n d  p o l i c e  a r e  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  t i c k e t s  —  6 0  t o  1 0 0
p e r c e n t  i n  s o m e  p l a c e s  —  a r e  b e i n g  i s s u e d  f o r  m o t o r i s t s  n o t  c o m i n g  t o  a  c o m p l e t e  s t o p  b e f o r e
t u r n i n g  r i g h t  o n  r e d .  M a n y  o f  t h o s e  w h o  r e c e i v e  t i c k e t s  d o  s t o p ,  b u t  n o t  a t  t h e  c o r r e c t  s t o p  l i n e .

T- b o n e  c r a s h e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s ,  t y p i c a l l y  r e s u l t  f r o m  m o t o r i s t s
b l o w i n g  t h r o u g h  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  n o t  f r o m  t h o s e  w h o  t u r n  r i g h t  o n  r e d .

A s  a  r e s u l t ,
• S o m e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  u s e  t h e

c a m e r a s  t o  c a t c h  t h o s e  w h o  d o n ’ t  c o m e  t o  a  c o m p l e t e  s t o p  b e f o r e  t u r n i n g  r i g h t  o n  r e d .
• O n e  c o m m u n i t y  —  S c h a u m b u r g ,  I l l i n o i s  —  d r o p p e d  t h e i r  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m  i n

J u l y  a f t e r  a s k i n g  t h e  c a m e r a  v e n d o r  n o t  t o  f o r w a r d  v i o l a t i o n s  f o r  r i g h t  o n  r e d .  T h a t
r e q u e s t  r e s u l t e d  i n  s u c h  f e w  v i o l a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  d e c i d e d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  r e d  l i g h t
r u n n i n g  p r o b l e m  a t  t h e  m o n i t o r e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n .

• L a k e l a n d ,  F l o r i d a  h a s  i s s u e d  a  r e p r i e v e  f o r  r i g h t - t u r n - o n - r e d  v i o l a t o r s  w h o  c o m m i t  t h e
v i o l a t i o n  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  b e f o r e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  t i c k e t  i n  t h e  m a i l .  A n y o n e  o w n i n g  a
v e h i c l e  t h a t  i s  i s s u e d  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  r i g h t - o n - r e d  t i c k e t  w i t h i n  a n y  3 0 - d a y  p e r i o d  w i l l
o n l y  h a v e  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i c k e t .  A f t e r  D e c e m b e r  11 th,  t h e  c i t y  w i l l  i s s u e  l e t t e r s  t o
m o t o r i s t s  c a u g h t  o n  f i l m  t u r n i n g  r i g h t  o n  r e d .  O n c e  t h e  l e t t e r  h a s  b e e n  m a i l e d ,  t h e  t a p e
w i l l  b e  r e v i e w e d  a n d  a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w i l l  b e  m a d e  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  t u r n  w a s
i l l e g a l .  I f  i t  i s  d e e m e d  i l l e g a l ,  m o t o r i s t s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  t i c k e t  i n  t h e  m a i l .  I f  t h e  d r i v e r
m a d e  o t h e r  r i g h t - o n - r e d  t u r n s  w i t h i n  s e v e n  d a y s  o f  t h e  f i r s t ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  r e c e i v e
a d d i t i o n a l  t i c k e t s .  A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  c i t y ’s  c a m e r a  v e n d o r  s a i d  a b o u t  8 0 %  o f
c a m e r a  v i o l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c i t y  w e r e  r i g h t - o n - r e d .

• N a p e r v i l l e ,  I l l i n o i s  i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  a  l o w e r  f i n e  f o r  r i g h t - o n - r e d  v i o l a t i o n s  a n d  i t s
c a m e r a  v e n d o r  h a s  s a i d  i t  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r  a  t w o - t i e r e d  s y s t e m ,  c h a r g i n g  l e s s  f o r
r i g h t - o n - r e d  v i o l a t i o n s .  O t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  u s i n g  a  t w o - t i e r e d  s y s t e m .

• L e g i s l a t o r s  i n  N a s s a u  C o u n t y,  N e w  Yo r k  c o m p l a i n e d  i n  S e p t e m b e r  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ’ t
r e a l i z e  t h e  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m  t h e y  r e c e n t l y  a p p r o v e d  w o u l d  t i c k e t  r i g h t - o n - r e d
v i o l a t i o n s .  S o m e  l e g i s l a t o r s  a r e  c a l l i n g  f o r  a  r e v i e w  a n d  a  r e - v o t e  o n  r i g h t - t u r n - o n - r e d
t i c k e t s .
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H o w  c a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s  a v o i d  m a k i n g  a  w r o n g  t u r n  w h e n  i t
c o m e s  t o  e n f o r c i n g  r i g h t - t u r n - o n - r e d  v i o l a t i o n s ?

• M a k e  s u r e  t h e  p h o t o  e n f o r c e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a r e  c h o s e n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  c r a s h  h i s t o r y ;
• L e t  t h e  d r i v i n g  p u b l i c  k n o w  w h e r e  t o  c o m e  t o  a  c o m p l e t e  s t o p   —  u s u a l l y  a t  t h e  s t o p  l i n e

—  b e f o r e  t u r n i n g  r i g h t  o n  r e d ;  a n d
• E d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  a b o u t  l o c a l  p o l i c i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  r i g h t  t u r n  o n  r e d .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n

L a k e l a n d ,  F l o r i d a ,  m o t o r i s t s  a r e  t i c k e t e d  i f  t h e y  a r e  p h o t o g r a p h e d  g o i n g  m o r e  t h a n  2
m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  w h e n  t h e y  t u r n  r i g h t  o n  r e d .  M a n y  c i t i e s  r e c o r d  i l l e g a l  r i g h t  t u r n s  o n l y
w h e n  a  v e h i c l e  i s  g o i n g  1 5  m p h  o r  f a s t e r.

I n  S e p t e m b e r,  t h e  C o l l i e r  C o u n t y  ( F L )  S h e r i f f ’s  D e p a r t m e n t  i s s u e d  a  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  r e m i n d i n g
r e s i d e n t s  t h a t  f a i l i n g  t o  s t o p  b e f o r e  t u r n i n g  r i g h t  o n  r e d  i s  n o t  a  b e n i g n  o f f e n s e :

“ I t ’s  a  m a n e u v e r  t h a t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d a n g e ro u s  f o r  p e d e s t r i a n s  a n d  b i c y c l i s t s
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  u s e  t h e  c ro s s w a l k .  I m p ro p e r  r i g h t  t u r n  o n  re d  re s u l t e d  i n  2 6  b i c y c l e
a n d  f o u r  p e d e s t r i a n  c r a s h e s  i n  C o l l i e r  C o u n t y  b e t w e e n  J a n .  1 ,  2 0 0 6 ,  a n d  D e c .  3 1 ,
2 0 0 8 .  N i n e t e e n  i n d i v i d u a l s  s u f f e re d  i n j u r i e s  a s  a  re s u l t  o f  t h o s e  c r a s h e s . ”
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Focus  on  Sa fe ty :  A p rac t i ca l  gu ide  to  au tomated
t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e s o u r c e  t o
he lp  s t a te  l eg i s l a t o r s  and  l oca l  po l i c ymake rs ,  l aw
en fo r cemen t  o f f i ce r s ,  h i ghway  sa fe t y  advoca tes  and
commun i t y  g roups  des i gn ,  ope ra te ,  and  suppo r t
e f f e c t i v e  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s .

The  gu ide  i s  ava i l ab le  f r om the  Campa ign  f o r  $9  a
copy,  o r  i t  can  be  down loaded  i n  PDF  f o rma t  f r om  the
C a m pa i g n  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .

Wishing you and yours a happy, safe
and healthy holiday season!

(continued from page 2)
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Technology Spot l ight

 

echnology Spot l ight
Technology  and manpower  uni te  to  decrease  red l ight  running
MOLE system a ids  enforcement ,  a l lows  po l i ce  to  educate  motor i s ts

A new techno logy  a imed at  reduc ing  the  inc idence  o f  red  l i ght  runn ing  has  g iven
P leasanton ,  Ca l i forn ia  a  way  to  sa fe ly  enforce  red  l i ght  runn ing  laws  and  educate
motor i s t s  on  the  r i sks  o f  not  ab id ing  by  them.

The  techno logy,  Mobi le  Off i cer  L ight  Enfo rcer  (MOLE) ,  a l lows  po l i ce  o f f i cers  to
mainta in  proact ive  en fo rcement  — un l i ke  many  t raf f i c  sa fety  techno log ies ,  po l i ce
interact  w i th  motor i s t s  immediate ly  a f ter  commit t ing  a  t ra f f i c  v io la t ion .  The  sys tem
cons i s ts  o f  t ransmitter  and  rece iver  un i t s .  Transmitte rs  a re  ins ta l led  in  in te rsect ion
tra ff i c  co nt ro l  cab inets  and  co nt inuous ly  s t ream the  in te rsect ion ’s  l i ght  s tatus  to
rece ivers .  Po l i ce  o f f i cers  s ta t ioned  near  the  in tersect ion  car ry  one  o f  two types  o f
rece ivers :  one  ins ta l led  in  po l i ce  veh ic le  computers  and  the  other  i s  a  t ransportab le
B luetooth  un i t  that  works  in  con junct ion  wi th  a  portab le  hand he ld  computer.  The  un i t
can  a l so  work  wi th  current  e lect ron ic  c i ta t ion  dev ices ,  reduc ing  the  amount  o f  un i t s  that
of f i cers  need  to  car ry  in  the  f ie ld .

Once  an  o f f i cer  a r r i ves  a t  a  t ransmit ter -equ ipped  in tersect ion ,  he  can  choose  a  locat ion
that  a l lows  a  c lear  v iew of  in tersect ion  s top  l ines ,  and  a  sa fe  pos i t ion  to  pu l l  over
veh ic les .  The  rece ivers  w i l l  automat ica l l y  announce  the  s t reet  names  o f  the

intersect ion  and  wi l l  d i sp lay  an
ident i ca l  map  of  the  in tersect ion ,
complete  wi th  t ra f f i c  l i ghts  and
the i r  s tatus .  On  the  rece iver ’s
screen,  the  o f f i cer  se lects  the
l ight  or  l i ghts  to  enforce .

Seconds  pr ior  to  the  enforced  l i ght
turn ing  red ,  a  vo ice  prompt  f rom
the  rece iver  not i f ies  the  o f f i cer  to
focus  h i s  a t tent ion  on  the  s top
l ine .  A  second  prompt  not i f ies  the
of f i cer  when  the  l i ght  has  turned
red ,  a l lowing  h im to  c lear ly
determine  i f  there  was  a  red  l i ght
runn ing  v io la t ion .  

         (continued on page 5)

A Pleasanton police officer observing an intersection with the MOLE receiver in hand



(continued from page 4)

Red l i ght  runners  w i l l  be  pu l led  over  once  the i r  car  ex i t s  the  in tersect ion ,  a l lowing  the
of f i cer  to  in teract  w i th  the  dr iver  and  determine  whether  or  not  i s su ing  a  c i ta t ion  i s  the
appropr ia te  course  o f  ac t ion .

“ Inte ract ing  wi th  an  o f f i cer  has  mul t ip le  benef i ts ,”
sa id  MOLE  c reator  and  prov ider,  Sant iago  Qui jano .
“An  off i cer  s topp ing  a  red  l i ght  runner  has  the
opportun i ty  to  ta lk  w i th  the  v io la tor  to  ask  why  he
ran  the  red  l i ght  and  check  for  other  i s sues  l i ke
intox icat ion .  I t  i s  the  human e lement  that  c reates  a
long  las t ing  learn ing  e f fect  potent ia l l y  reduc ing  red
l ight  runn ing  rec id iv i sm.”  

The  MOLE  sys tem has  been  used  in  P leasanton ,
Ca l i forn ia  for  about  two years  and  current ly  has
t ransmit ters  a t  e ight  in tersect ions .  The  c i ty
obta ined  the  techno logy  through  grant  fund ing  f rom
the  Ca l i forn ia  Off i ce  o f  Traf f i c  Sa fety  (OTS) .

“Our  c i ty  i s  heav i l y  t rave led  and  one  of  our  b iggest
pr ior i t ies  i s  sa fety,”  sa id  Of f i cer  Chr i s  N iederhaus .
“Educat ing  motor i s ts  p lays  a  l a rge  ro le  in  safety.
Ins tead  of  jus t  i s su ing  t i ckets ,  we  can  educate
dr ivers  on  the  law and  the  dangers  o f  the i r  ac t ions .”

N iederhaus  a l so  sa id  that  the  MOLE  sys tem prov ides  o f f i cers  w i th  an  a l ternat ive  to
t ra i l ing  red  l i ght  runn ing  o f fenders  through  the  in tersect ion ,  wh ich  endangers  o f f i cers
and  motor i s ts  a l i ke .

A l though  the  c i ty  has  not  compi led  s tat i s t i c s  on  the  e f fect iveness  o f  the  MOLE  sys tem
s pec i f i ca l l y,  inc idences  o f  red  l i ght  runn ing  have  been  dec l in ing  in  P leasanton,  sa id
Niederhaus .  “ We ins ta l led  MOLE  sys tems  in  h igh  in jur y  co l l i s ion  inte rsect ions  and
we’ve  seen  a  sub s tant ia l  reduct ion  in  in jur y  co l l i s ions .”  N iederhaus  went  on  to  say  that
he  be l ieves  fac tors  such  as  communi ty  awareness  o f  the  MOLE  program and  an  increase
in  the  pr i ce  o f  Ca l i forn ia  red  l i ght  runn ing  t i ckets  have  a l so  co ntr i buted  to  the  decrease
in  red  l i ght  runn ing .

The  MOLE  sys tem i s  manufactured  in  the  Un i ted  S tates  by  Aus pex  Techno log ies .  To  learn
more  about  the  MOLE  sys tem,  p lease  v i s i t   ht t p : / / ww w. a u s pex techno log ies .co m.

MOLE software application operating
 on a commercial PDA

H a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  n e w  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  t e c h n o l o g i e s  o r  r e s e a r c h  a b o u t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  s a f e t y ?
E m a i l  u s  a t  i n f o @ s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .
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Dist racted  Dr iv ing  Leads  to  Many Red L ight  Running
and Speed ing  Crashes

Cameras  keep  an  eye  on  you ,  so  you  keep  eyes  on  the  road

WA S H I N G TO N ,  D C  ( S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  2 0 0 9 )  —  T h e  D e pa r t m e n t  o f  Tr a n s p o r ta t i o n ’s
D i s t r ac ted  D r i v i ng  Summi t  t ha t  convenes  t oday  w i l l  f o cus  a t t en t i on  on  a  dead l y  t r end
tha t  d i r ec t l y  con t r i bu tes  t o  red  l i gh t  r unn ing  and  speed ing  c rashes .  The  Na t i ona l
Campa ign  t o  Stop  Red  L igh t  Runn ing  j o i ns  o the r  t r a f f i c  sa fe t y  l eade rs  and  i n i t i a t i ves
in  ca l l i ng  f o r  a  mora to r i um on  a l l  neg l i gen t  d r i v i ng  hab i t s .

Bu t  l aws  by  t hemse l ves  do  no t  change  d r i v i ng  behav io r.
C o n s i s t e n t  e n f o r c e m e n t  h o l d s  d r i v e r s  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r
ca re l ess  and  i r r espons ib l e  d r i v i ng  hab i t s .

“ T h e  C a m p a i g n  r e c e i v e s  e m a i l s  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s  f r o m
s u r v i v o r s ,  o r  w o r s e ,  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  d i d
no t  su rv i ve ,  de ta i l i ng  t he i r  s t o r i es  –  s t r uck  by  a  d r i ve r
ta l k i ng  on  t he i r  ce l l  phone ,  send ing  a  t ex t  message ,
rummag ing  t h rough  a  bag ,  o r  chang ing  t he  rad io
s ta t i on , ”  sa i d  Campa ign  Execu t i ve  D i r ec to r  Les l i e
B lakey.  “Pho to  en fo r cemen t  he lps  peop le  f ocus  on  t he
task  a t  hand  — d r i v i ng . ”

I n  2007 ,  a lmos t  900  peop le  we re  k i l l ed  and  an  es t ima ted
153 ,000  were  i n j u red  i n  c rashes  tha t  i nvo l ved  red  l i gh t
runn ing .  Speed ing  was  a  f ac to r  i n  32% o f  mo to r  veh i c l e
c rash  dea ths  i n  t he  U .S .  t ha t  same  yea r.

Fo r  peop le  l i ke  Campa ign  Na t i ona l  Su rv i vo r  Spokespe rson  Ann  Swee t ,  t hese
s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  n u m b e r s ;  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  l o v e d  o n e s  l o s t  d u e  t o  d i s t r a c t e d
d r i v i ng .  “My  daugh te r,  Shawnee ,  i s  no  l onge r  a l i ve  because  o f  a  d i s t rac ted  d r i ve r
who  ran  a  red  l i gh t , ”  sa id  Swee t .  “Peop le  o f t en  f o rge t  t ha t  t ak ing  you r  eyes  o f f  t he
road ,  even  i f  on l y  f o r  a  momen t ,  can  impac t  t he  l i ves  o f  many.  The re  was  no  a t t emp t
by  t he  red  l i gh t  r unne r  t o  even  s l ow  down  be fo re  he  c rashed  i n t o  Shawnee ’s  ca r,
k i l l i ng  he r  i ns tan t l y. ”

The  Campa ign  wou ld  l i ke  pu t  an  end  to  t he  avo idab le  dea ths  and  i n j u r i es  t ha t  p lague
ou r  r oads .  Advanced  t echno log ies ,  such  as  pho to  en fo r cemen t  cameras ,  p rov i de  a
p rac t i ca l  so lu t i on  t o  he lp i ng  end  d i s t rac ted  d r i v i ng .

Jus t  t oday,  Mon tgomery  Coun ty,  MD,  announced  tha t  a f t e r  one  yea r,  co l l i s i ons  nea r
speed  camera  s i t es  d ropped  by  28% and  ave rage  speed  dec reased  on  roads  w i t h
e n f o r c e m e n t  c a m e r a s .  T h e  f u l l  s p e e d  c a m e r a  r e p o r t  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  a t
w w w. m o n t g o m e r y c o u n t y m d . g o v / o l o .
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Ann Sweet’s daughter, Shawnee
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