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What  About  Ye l low L ight  Timing?
T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m pa i g n  t o  St o p  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g  h a s  a l w a y s
m a i n ta i n e d  t h a t  a p p r o p r i a t e  y e l l o w  l i g h t  t i m i n g  —  a s  d e t e r m i n e d
b y  t r a f f i c  e n g i n e e r s  —  i s  c r i t i c a l  f o r  i n t e r s e c t i o n  s a f e t y.

B u t  s i m p l y  t a c k i n g  o n  e x t r a  s e c o n d s  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l
i n t e r s e c t i o n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a n d  t r a f f i c  p a t t e r n s  —  a s  s o m e
j u r i s d i c t i o n s  a r e  m a n d a t i n g  —  i s  i r r e s p o n s i b l e .

T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m pa i g n  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  y e l l o w  l i g h t
t i m i n g  i n  i t s  2 0 0 7  p u b l i c a t i o n  F o c u s  o n  S a f e t y :  A p r a c t i c a l  g u i d e
t o  a u t o m a t e d  t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  ( a v a i l a b l e  f o r  d o w n l o a d  a t
w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m ) .  A s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  g u i d e ,
l e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  y e l l o w  l i g h t  p h a s e  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  w h e r e  t h e
y e l l o w  p h a s e  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y  s h o r t  c a n  b r i n g  i n t o  c o m p l i a n c e
s o m e  d r i v e r s  w h o  a r e  i n a d v e r t e n t  o f f e n d e r s .

H o w e v e r,  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  y e l l o w  p h a s e  w i l l  n o t  r e d u c e  t h e
i n c i d e n c e  o f  d e l i b e r a t e  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g .  R e s e a r c h  b a c k s  t h i s
u p .

I n  a  2 0 0 7  s t u d y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  t h e  I n s u r a n c e
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  f o u n d  t h a t  l e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  d u r a t i o n
o f  y e l l o w  l i g h ts  r e d u c e d  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  b y  3 6  p e r c e n t .  T h e
a d d i t i o n  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  e n f o r c e m e n t  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e d  r e d
l i g h t  v i o l a t i o n s  b y  9 6  p e r c e n t  b e y o n d  l e v e l s  a c h i e v e d  b y  t h e
l o n g e r  y e l l o w  t i m i n g .  “ A d e q u a t e  y e l l o w  s i g n a l  t i m i n g  r e d u c e s  r e d
l i g h t  r u n n i n g ,  b u t  l o n g e r  y e l l o w  t i m i n g  a l o n e  d o e s  n o t  e l i m i n a t e
t h e  n e e d  f o r  b e t t e r  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  p r o v i d e d
e f f e c t i v e l y  b y  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s . ”  ( R e d u c i n g  R e d  L i g h t  R u n n i n g
T h r o u g h  L o n g e r  Ye l l o w  S i g n a l  T i m i n g  a n d  R e d  L i g h t  C a m e r a
E n f o r c e m e n t :  R e s u l t s  o f  a  F i e l d  I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  R e t t i n g ,
F e r g u s o n ,  F a r m e r ) .
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R e c e n t l y  a  n u m b e r  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  a n d  l e g i s l a t u r e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d
—  o r  m a n d a t e d  —  a r b i t r a r i l y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  y e l l o w  l i g h t  t i m i n g  a t  a l l
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  w i t h  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b y  t r a f f i c
e n g i n e e r s .   A s  pa r t  o f  a  2 0 0 7  p u b l i c  d o c u m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m
i n  D a l l a s ,  Te x a s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  m a k e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  s u p p o r t  a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d
i n c r e a s e s  i n  y e l l o w  l i g h t  t i m i n g  a s  a  w a y  t o  r e d u c e  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g .

I n  a  m e m o  t o  t h e  D a l l a s  p u b l i c  w o r k s  d e pa r t m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  a  t e l e v i s i o n  n e w s  r e p o r t
q u e s t i o n i n g  y e l l o w  l i g h t  t i m i n g  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  w i t h  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  ( w h i c h  w e r e
o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  I T E  s u g g e s t e d  g u i d e l i n e s ) ,  R u s s  R a d e r  f r o m  t h e  I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e
f o r  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  w r o t e :

“ T h e  I n s t i t u t e  a g r e e s  w i t h
D a l l a s  t r a f f i c  e n g i n e e r  B e t h
R a m i r e z  t h a t  I T E  g u i d e l i n e s
a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  u r b a n
i n t e r s e c t i o n s .  O n c e  I T E
g u i d e l i n e s  a r e  s a t i s f i e d ,  t h e r e
i s  n o  e v i d e n c e  a d d i t i o n a l
y e l l o w  t i m i n g  r e d u c e s
c r a s h e s .  I n  f a c t ,  e x c e s s i v e
y e l l o w  t i m i n g  m a y  i n c r e a s e
r e a r - e n d  c r a s h e s  b e c a u s e  o f
t h e  e l o n g a t e d  d e c i s i o n  p e r i o d
i n  w h i c h  s o m e  d r i v e r s  s t o p
a n d  o t h e r s  d o  n o t .  A n d
e x c e s s i v e  y e l l o w  t i m i n g  m u s t
b e  ta k e n  f r o m  o t h e r  p h a s e s  o f
t h e  t r a f f i c  s i g n a l .  I f  t a k e n  f r o m
t h e  g r e e n  p h a s e ,  c a pa c i t y  i s
r e d u c e d .  I f  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  a l l - r e d  p h a s e ,  s a f e t y  m a y  b e  c o m p r o m i s e d .

T h e  y e l l o w  l i g h ts  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  w e r e  l e n g t h e n e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  o u r  s t u d y
b e c a u s e  t h e  l i g h ts  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  d i d  n o t  m e e t  I T E  g u i d e l i n e s .  O n c e
l e n g t h e n e d ,  t h e y  m e t  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  w e  d i d  n o t  r e c o m m e n d  l e n g t h e n i n g  t h e m
f u r t h e r. ”

J a m e s  B o n n e s o n ,  a  r e s e a r c h e r  w i t h  t h e  Te x a s  Tr a n s p o r ta t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  w h o s e  r e s e a r c h
i s  o f t e n  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  b y  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  o p p o n e n ts ,  e m a i l e d  M s .  R a m i r e z
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s a m e  n e w s  r e p o r t :

“ T h e  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t  F H WA / T X - 0 5 / 0 - 4 1 9 6 - P 1 ,  ‘ R e d - L i g h t - R u n n i n g  H a n d b o o k :  A n
E n g i n e e r ’ s  G u i d e  t o  R e d u c i n g  R e d - L i g h t - r e l a t e d  C r a s h e s ’  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  Te x a s
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ,  r e c o m m e n d s  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  y e l l o w  t i m e  a s  a  p o t e n t i a l
c o u n t e r m e a s u r e  o n l y  w h e n  i t  h a s  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  a n  e n g i n e e r  t h a t  v i o l a t i o n s /
c r a s h e s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  d r i v e r s  b e i n g  i n c a pa b l e  o f  s t o p p i n g .  T h i s  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  o n
pa g e s  4 5 - 4 6 ,  F i g u r e  1 6  a n d  Ta b l e  11 ,  u n d e r  t h e  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s  f o r  ‘ I n c a pa b l e
o f  St o p ’ .  I n c r e a s i n g  y e l l o w  t i m e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  u s e d  a s  a  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e  t o
a d d r e s s  v i o l a t i o n s / c r a s h e s  d u e  t o :  1 )  i n a t t e n t i v e  d r i v e r s ,  2 )  u n n e c e s s a r y  d e l a y s ,
o r  3 )  c o n g e s t i o n / d e n s e  t r a f f i c . ”
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B o n n e s o n  w e n t  o n  t o  s a y :

“ N o t e  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  y e l l o w  i n t e r v a l  s h o u l d  b e  i n c r e a s e d  o n  a n
a r e a  w i d e  b a s i s .  I f  a n  a g e n c y  w e r e  t o  d o  t h i s  ( s a y,  a d d  1 . 0  s  t o  a l l  y e l l o w  i n t e r v a l s
i n  t h e  c i t y ) ,  t h e n  d r i v e r s  w i l l  l i k e l y  a d a p t  a n d  n o  b e n e f i t  w i l l  b e  d e r i v e d .  A s  y o u
k n o w,  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s  ( e . g . ,  i n c r e a s e  y e l l o w )  a r e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  w h e n  a p p l i e d
o n  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n - b y - i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  c a s e - b y - c a s e  b a s i s  a n d  b a s e d  o n  a n
e n g i n e e r i n g  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e s e n t . ”

B i l l  St o c k t o n ,  a s s o c i a t e  a g e n c y  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Te x a s  Tr a n s p o r ta t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ,  w a s
e q u a l l y  e m p h a t i c :

“ F i n a l l y,  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  r e c o m m e n d e d  i n  o u r  r e p o r t  c l e a r l y  s ta t e  t h a t  t h e
d e c i s i o n  o n  w h i c h  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s  t o  e m p l o y  —  e n g i n e e r i n g  o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  —
c a n  o n l y  b e  m a d e  o n  a  c a s e  b y  c a s e  b a s i s  b y  t h e  e n g i n e e r.  O n c e  t h e  e n g i n e e r  h a s
d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  y e l l o w  i n t e r v a l  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  r e l e v a n t
c o n d i t i o n s ,  w e  d i d  n o t  r e c o m m e n d  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  y e l l o w  i n t e r v a l .  U n d e r  t h o s e
c i r c u m s ta n c e s  w e  d i d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  p u r s u i t  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  c a m e r a s ,  w o u l d  b e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  f i r s t  a c t i o n . ”

T h e  N a t i o n a l  C o o p e r a t i v e  H i g h w a y
R e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m  ( N C H R P )  a n d
t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Tr a n s p o r ta t i o n
E n g i n e e r s  ( I T E )  a r e  r e v i e w i n g
y e l l o w  l i g h t  t i m i n g ,  b u t  m o s t
e n g i n e e r s  f o l l o w  I T E ’s  p u b l i s h e d
s u g g e s t e d  g u i d e l i n e s .  T h e  y e l l o w
i n t e r v a l  i s  n o r m a l l y  t h r e e  t o  s i x
s e c o n d s  a n d  i s  b a s e d ,  i n  pa r t ,  o n
a p p r o a c h  s p e e d .  A l o n g e r  d u r a t i o n
i s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  u s e  o n  a p p r o a c h e s
w i t h  h i g h e r  s p e e d s .

T h e  e q u a t i o n  t h e  I T E  u s e s  f o r
r e c o m m e n d e d  y e l l o w  l i g h t  s i g n a l
l e n g t h  a l l o w s  t i m e  f o r  t h e  m o t o r i s t
t o  s e e  t h e  y e l l o w  s i g n a l  a n d  d e c i d e
w h e t h e r  t o  s t o p  o r  t o  e n t e r  t h e

i n t e r s e c t i o n .  I t  a l l o w s  f o r  m o t o r i s t s  f a r t h e r  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  s i g n a l  t o  d e c e l e r a t e
c o m f o r ta b l y  a n d  m o t o r i s t s  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  s i g n a l  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  f a r  s i d e  o f  t h e
i n t e r s e c t i o n .  F a c t o r s  s u c h  a s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  t r a f f i c  a n d  r o a d w a y
e n v i r o n m e n t  a r e  ta k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  y e l l o w  p h a s e  i s  t o  w a r n  d r i v e r s  t h a t  t h e  l i g h t  i s  a b o u t  t o  c h a n g e  f r o m
g r e e n  t o  r e d .  I t  i s  n o t  m e a n t  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  a l l  r a n g e s  o f  d r i v i n g  b e h a v i o r,  i n c l u d i n g
s p e e d i n g  a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  r i s k  ta k i n g .  O n c e  t h e  y e l l o w  w a r n i n g  a p p e a r s ,  d r i v e r s  a r e
o b l i g a t e d  t o  s t o p  o r  t o  c l e a r  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .

(continued  from page 2)
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Ye l l o w  a n d  a l l - r e d  p h a s e s  t h a t  g o  b e y o n d  t h e  t i m i n g  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  I T E  f o r m u l a
m a k e  f o r  l o n g e r  r e d  l i g h ts  a n d  s h o r t e r,  o r  f e w e r,  g r e e n  p h a s e s .  E x c e s s i v e l y  l o n g
y e l l o w s  m a y  i n c i t e  m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  d r i v i n g  a s  d r i v e r s  s p e e d  u p  t o  “ b e a t  t h e  l i g h t . ”
E v e r y  s e c o n d  a d d e d  t o  a  y e l l o w  p h a s e  i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  s t o l e n  f r o m  t h e  g r e e n  a n d  p u ts  a
d r a g  o n  f r e e - f l o w i n g  t r a f f i c .  I n  p o i n t  o f  f a c t ,  t h i s  p e n a l i z e s  a l l  m o t o r i s t s ,  n o t  j u s t  t h e
o n e s  f a i l i n g  t o  o b e y  t h e  l a w.

R e s e a r c h e r s  s u g g e s t  t h a t ,  a t  a  m i n i m u m ,  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n  r e v i e w  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s i g h t  d i s ta n c e  o f  t h e  s i g n a l  i s  a d e q u a t e  a n d  t h a t  t h e  y e l l o w
p h a s e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  d r i v e r s  t o  s t o p  o r  pa s s  t h e  s t o p  b a r  b e f o r e  t h e  r e d  p h a s e  b e g i n s .

C r i t i c s  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  o f t e n  c i t e  t h e  2 0 0 4  s t u d y,  E f f e c t  o f  Ye l l o w  I n t e r v a l  T im i n g
o n  R e d - L i g h t  V i o l a t i o n  F r e q u e n c y  a t  U r b a n  I n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  b y  J a m e s  B o n n e s o n  a n d  K a r l
Z i m m e r m a n ,  Te x a s  Tr a n s p o r ta t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ,  T h e  Te x a s  A & M  U n i v e r s i t y,  2 0 0 4 .  T h a t
s t u d y  f o u n d  t h a t  l e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  y e l l o w  i n t e r v a l  b y  0 . 5  t o  1 . 5  s e c o n d s  r e d u c e d  r e d  l i g h t
r u n n i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  a t  s e l e c t e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  b y  5 0  p e r c e n t .

W h i l e  v i o l a t i o n s  d i d  d e c l i n e  w h e n  t h e  y e l l o w - l i g h t  i n t e r v a l  w a s  i n c r e a s e d ,  d r i v e r s
q u i c k l y  b e g a n  t o  a d a p t  t o  t h e  l o n g e r  y e l l o w.  T h e  s t u d y  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  a n  a d e q u a t e
“ a f t e r ”  p e r i o d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h i s  p r o b l e m ,  a n d  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  n o t e d  t h a t  e n f o r c e m e n t
c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  m e a n s  o f  c u r b i n g  a v o i d a b l e ,
i n t e n t i o n a l  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g .

T h e  B o n n e s o n  s t u d y  c o n c l u d e d  b y  s a y i n g  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  each  i n t e r s e c t i o n  m u s t
b e  c o n s i d e r e d  b e f o r e  a p p l y i n g  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s :

“ A n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  y e l l o w  i n t e r v a l  d u r a t i o n  i s  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  v i a b l e
c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s  t o  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n i n g .  H o w e v e r,  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e  s e l e c t i o n  t o
a d d r e s s  a  p r o b l e m  l o c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  e n g i n e e r i n g
a n a l y s i s  o f  t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  c o n t r o l  d e v i c e  v i s i b i l i t y,  a n d  i n t e r s e c t i o n  s i g h t
d i s ta n c e . ”

Texas  and  Tennessee  a re  among  t he  s ta tes  cons ide r i ng  a  b l anke t  i nc rease  i n  ye l l ow
l i gh t  t im ing ;  Geo rg i a  has  a l r eady  done  so .

I n  an  Ap r i l  14 ,  2009 ,  l e t t e r  t o  Sen .  John  Ca rona ,  cha i r  o f   t he  Texas  Sena te  Commi t t ee
on  Transpo r ta t i on  and  Home land  Secu r i t y,  Da l l as  Tra f f i c  Eng inee r  E l i zabe th  Ram i rez
vo i ced  he r  “ s t r ong  oppos i t i on ”  t o  Sena te  B i l l  2295 ,  wh i ch  amends  t he  t r anspo r ta t i on
code  by  r equ i r i ng  a  m in imum ye l l ow  l i gh t  phase  o f  s i x  seconds  on  a l l  t r a f f i c  l i gh ts  a t
i n t e r sec t i ons  mon i t o red  by  r ed  l i gh t  cameras .

“Tra f f i c  eng inee r i ng  p rac t i ce  shou ld  be  based  on  eng inee r i ng  resea rch  s tud ies  and
expe r i ence , ”  Ram i rez  w ro te .  She  wen t  on  t o  say  t ha t  none  o f  t he  gu idance  f r om  the
Ins t i t u t e  o f  Transpo r ta t i on  Eng inee rs  ( ITE ) ,  ” sugges ts  t ha t  s i x  seconds  (o r  any  un i f o rm
in te r va l )  wou ld  be  app rop r i a t e  r ega rd l ess  o f  speeds  and  o the r  cond i t i ons . ”

A t  t he  l eas t ,  Ram i rez  sa i d ,  t he  Texas  Leg i s l a t u re  shou ld  de lay  any  f u r t he r  ac t i on  on
ye l l ow  l i gh t  t im ing  un t i l  t he  ITE  comp le tes  an  eng inee r i ng  r esea rch  s tudy  t o  de te rm ine
recommenda t i ons  f o r  ye l l ow  change  i n t e r va l  gu i de l i nes .

(continued  from page 3)
Yellow light timing
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T h e  R e d  M e a n s  St o p  C o a l i t i o n ,  a  5 0 1 c 3  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n
b a s e d  i n  A r i z o n a ,  h a s  a l i g n e d  i t s  s e l f  w i t h  D r i v i n g  M B A .  B o t h
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  k e e p i n g  p e o p l e  s a f e  o n  t h e  r o a d w a y s
t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  i t  i s  t h a t  c o m m o n  g o a l  t h a t
b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n ,  s a i d  F r a n k  H i n d s ,  a  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  R e d
M e a n s  St o p  C o a l i t i o n .

T h e  n a m e  h a s  c h a n g e d  t o  t h e  R e d  M e a n s  St o p  Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y
A l l i a n c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n c o m pa s s  a  b r o a d e r  s a f e t y  m e s s a g e .

H i n d s  s a i d  D r i v i n g  M B A  p r o v i d e s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  d r i v e r  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  f o r  n o v i c e
a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  d r i v e r s .  I t  a l s o  p l a y s  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  a s  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y
l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d   p r o v i d e s  c o m m u n i t y  o u t r e a c h  p r o g r a m s  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  o n  t e e n
d r i v i n g  a n d  o t h e r  i s s u e s .

A n e w  b o a r d  f o r  R e d  M e a n s  St o p  w a s  e l e c t e d  i n  J a n u a r y  w i t h  M a r i a  Wo j t c z a k ,  o w n e r  o f
D r i v i n g  M B A ,  a s  p r e s i d e n t .  F r a n k  H i n d s ,  J o h n  a n d  K a t h y  P h i l i p p i ,  f o u n d i n g  m e m b e r s  o f
R e d  M e a n s  St o p ,  r e m a i n  a s  b o a r d  m e m b e r s .

H i n d s ,  M a r q u i s  a n d  P h i l i p p i  c a m e  t o g e t h e r  i n  1 9 9 8  a n d  d e d i c a t e d  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  t o  t h e i r
c h i l d r e n ,  J e n n i f e r  H i n d s ,  S a m  M a r q u i s  a n d  K r y s ta l  P h i l i p p i .  T h e  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s ,  a l o n g
w i t h  a  h o s t  o f  d e d i c a t e d  v o l u n t e e r s ,  h a v e  w o r k e d  d i l i g e n t l y  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  a b o u t
t h e  s e r i o u s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  a n d  h a v e  i n i t i a t e d  k e y  l e g i s l a t i o n
i n c r e a s i n g  f i n e s  a n d  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  r e d  l i g h t  v i o l a t o r s .

O n  M a r c h  1 6 ,  1 9 9 7 ,  1 7 - y e a r - o l d  J e n n i f e r  H i n d s  d i e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  h e r  i n j u r i e s  s u f f e r e d
i n  a n  a u t o m o b i l e  c r a s h  s i x  d a y s  e a r l i e r.  O n  A p r i l  2 5 ,  1 9 9 8 ,  S a m  M a r q u i s  a n d  K r y s ta l
P h i l i p p i  w e r e  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  i n  a n  a u t o m o b i l e  c r a s h  w h i l e  o n  t h e i r  w a y  t o  K r y s ta l ’ s
h i g h  s c h o o l  p r o m .

R e d  L i g h t  r u n n e r s  c a u s e d  b o t h  i n c i d e n ts .  J e n n i f e r  a n d  K r y s ta l  b o t h  s u f f e r e d  t r a u m a t i c
b r a i n  i n j u r i e s ,  c o m m o n  i n  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  s i d e  i m pa c t  c r a s h e s .  W h i l e  J e n n i f e r  d i d  n o t
s u r v i v e ,  K r y s ta l ,  w h o  r e m a i n e d  i n  a  c o m a  f o r  n e a r l y  1 0  w e e k s ,  h a s  b a t t l e d  b a c k  a n d  i s
r e c o v e r i n g .  S a m  a l s o  r e c o v e r e d .

As  a  f ounde r  and  execu t i ve  d i r ec to r  o f  Red  Means  Stop ,  H inds  was  i ns t r umen ta l  i n
ge t t i ng  t he  s ta t e  l eg i s l a t u re  t o  pass  and  tw i ce  amend   “ Jenn i f e r ’ s  Law, ”  wh i ch  now
c h a r g e s  r e d - l i g h t  r u n n e r s  w h o  m a i m  o r  k i l l  a s  c r i m i n a l s  i n  A r i z o n a ;  l e v i e s  f i n e s  o f  u p  t o
$ 1 , 0 0 0 ;  r e q u i r e s  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e ,  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  d r i v e r ’ s  l i c e n s e ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  j a i l
t i m e ;  a n d  c a n  r e q u i r e  r e s t i t u t i o n  t o  v i c t i m s ’  f a m i l i e s  o f  u p  t o  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .

H i n d s  r e c e n t l y  w r o t e  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C a m pa i g n  a b o u t  R e d  M e a n s  St o p ’ s  n e w  a f f i l i a t i o n
w i t h  D r i v i n g  M B A :  “ We  a r e  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  m o v i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o
t h e  n e x t  l e v e l  a n d  w e l c o m e  a n y o n e  w i t h  a  pa s s i o n  f o r  s a f e t y  t o  j o i n  u s . ”

T h e  R e d  M e a n s  St o p  Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y  A l l i a n c e  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  w w w. r e d m e a n s s t o p . o r g
o r   i n f o @ r e d m e a n s s t o p . o r g .

New affiliation, new name
Changes Afoot at Arizona’s Red Means Stop Coalition
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Los Angeles County’s Light Rail Photo Enforcement Program
Saves L ives

PR O G R A M SN A P S H O T

B e g u n  i n  1 9 9 5 ,  L o s  A n g e l e s  C o u n t y ’s  l i g h t  r a i l  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m  h a s  r e d u c e d
y e a r l y  f a t a l i t i e s  a t  g a t e d  a n d  e n f o r c e d  c r o s s i n g s  t o  z e r o  a l o n g  t h e  M e t r o  B l u e  L i n e  a n d
h a s  d e c r e a s e d  c i t a t i o n s  a t  e n f o r c e d  c r o s s i n g s  b y  6 7  p e r c e n t .

“ N o t h i n g  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  p u b l i c  s a f e t y, ”  s a i d  C a p t .  E r i c  H a m i l t o n  o f  t h e  L o s
A n g e l e s  C o u n t y  S h e r i ff ’s  D e p a r t m e n t .  “ A n d  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  c l e a r l y  s h o w  t h a t  t h i s
t e c h n o l o g y  h a s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i m p r o v e d  o u r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  e ff o r t s  i n  s a v i n g  l i v e s . ”

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  d e c r e a s e  i n  c i t a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a :

6 2 %  d r o p  i n  l e f t - t u r n  v i o l a t i o n s  s i n c e  l e f t - t u r n  e n f o r c e m e n t  b e g a n  i n  2 0 0 4 ;  a n d

a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  f a t a l i t i e s  f r o m  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  2 . 4  p e r  y e a r  i n  1 9 9 0  t o  z e r o  s i n c e
     2 0 0 6  a t  g a t e d  a n d  e n f o r c e d  c r o s s i n g s .

T h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  A u t h o r i t y  ( M e t r o )  B l u e  L i n e  r u n s  2 2  m i l e s  b e t w e e n
d o w n t o w n  L o s  A n g e l e s  a n d  d o w n t o w n  L o n g  B e a c h  a n d  i n c l u d e s  2 0  h i g h - t r a f f i c
c r o s s i n g s  t h a t  a r e  m o n i t o r e d  b y  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  I n i t i a l l y  c a m e r a s  w e r e  u s e d  a t  g a t e d
c r o s s i n g s  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  m o t o r i s t s  f r o m  d r i v i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  g a t e s .  I t  w a s  e x p a n d e d  i n
2 0 0 4  t o  s i x  n o n - g a t e d  c r o s s i n g s  a t  s i g n a l i z e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .

T h e  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  c a m e r a s  c a p t u r e  t h e  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  o f  m o t o r i s t s  w h o  i g n o r e  l i g h t s
and  c ro s s ing  a rms ,  pu t t i ng  t hemse lve s  and  r a i l  pa s senge r s  a t  r i sk .  The  camera s  mon i to r
b o t h  l e f t  t u r n  a n d  s t r a i g h t  t h r o u g h  m o v e m e n t s .  D r i v e r s  a r e  c i t e d  f o r  r u n n i n g  r e d  l e f t -
t u r n  a r r o w s  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  a  t r a i n  i s  a p p r o a c h i n g .

P h o t o  e v i d e n c e  i s  r e v i e w e d  —  a n d  c i t a t i o n s  i s s u e d  —  b y  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  C o u n t y
She r i f f ’s  Depa r tmen t .  When  t he  p rog ram began  i n  1995 ,  c i t a t i ons  ave r aged  more  t han
1 ,200  pe r  mon th .  Now the  s ame  i n t e r s ec t i ons  y i e ld  abou t  400  c i t a t i ons  pe r  mon th .

A s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  2 0 0 9  “ L i g h t  R a i l  Ve h i c l e  C o l l i s i o n s  w i t h  Ve h i c l e s  a t  S i g n a l i z e d
In t e r sec t i ons ,”  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  Tr a n s i t  C o o p e r a t i v e  R e s e a r c h  P r o g r a m  ( T C R P ) ,  t h e
p l a c e m e n t  o f  l i g h t  r a i l  t r a n s i t  i n  “ t h e  m e d i a n ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  a n  u r b a n  s t r e e t ,  o r  w i t h i n  a n
u r b a n  s t r e e t  c a n  l e a d  t o  c o m p l e x  g r a d e  c r o s s i n g s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  s i g n a l i z e d  h i g h w a y
i n t e r s e c t i o n s . ”  C o l l i s i o n s  a r e  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  a  r e s u l t  o f  m o t o r i s t s  m a k i n g  a n  i l l e g a l  t u r n
i n  f r o n t  o f  a n  a p p r o a c h i n g  t r a i n  a n d / o r  r u n n i n g  a  r e d  s i g n a l  i n d i c a t i o n .

I n  n o t i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  r e d u c i n g  c o l l i s i o n s
b e t w e e n  l i g h t  r a i l  a n d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  t h e  T C R P r e p o r t  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t   “ P o l i c e  a n d  p h o t o
e n f o r c e m e n t  h a v e  b e e n  e ff e c t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  m i t i g a t i n g  r i s k y  b e h a v i o r s  a n d  c o l l i s i o n s
i n  L o s  A n g e l e s . ”

Pho to  En fo r cemen t  S i gn i f i can t l y  Reduces  R i sky  Behav io r
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Alabama:  Red- l ight  cameras  an  impor tant  too l  that  saves  l ives

News from across the U.S.

I n  a n  A p r i l  1 3 ,  2 0 0 9 ,  c o l u m n  i n  t h e  O p e l i k a - A u b u r n  ( A l a b a m a )  N e w s ,  J e n n i f e r  F o s t e r  w r i t e s  t h a t
s h e  h a d  n e v e r  g i v e n  m u c h  t h o u g h t  t o  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  u n t i l  2 0 0 3  w h e n  s h e  w a s  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e
F l o r i d a  s t a t e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s a n d  a n d  M a r k  Wa n d a l l  o f  B r a d e n t o n  w a s  k i l l e d  b y  a  r e d
l i g h t  r u n n e r.  T h e  r e c e n t  d e a t h  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s  A n g e l s  p i t c h e r  N i c k  A d e n h a r t  s p a r k e d  h e r  m o s t
r e c e n t  c o l u m n :

“ S o m e  l e g a l  a n a l y s t s  a rg u e  t h a t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  c o l l e c t e d  b y  r e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a s  c a n n o t  b e
u s e d  t o  e n f o r c e  c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t i e s .  T h e y  c i t e  t h e  S i x t h  A m e n d m e n t ,  w h i c h  g u a r a n t e e s  t h e
a c c u s e d  t h e  r i g h t  “ t o  b e  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  a g a i n s t  h i m . ”

I  d o n ’ t  b u y  i t .  R e d - l i g h t  c a m e r a s  f u n c t i o n  a s  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  a s  s w o r n
o ff i c e r s  w o u l d  i f  w e  h a d  t h e  h u m a n  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  p u t  a  c o p  o n  e v e r y  c o r n e r.
T h e y  a r e  e l e c t r o n i c  w i t n e s s e s  —   w i t n e s s e s  w h o s e  t e s t i m o n y  c a n ’ t  b e  t w i s t e d  o r  s w a y e d .

A n d  e v i d e n c e  f r o m  u n m a n n e d  s u r v e i l l a n c e  c a m e r a s  i s  r e a d i l y  u s e d  i n  c r i m i n a l
p r o c e e d i n g s ,  s o m e t i m e s  a s  t h e  o n l y  s u p p l e m e n t  t o  o t h e r w i s e  c o m p l e t e l y  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l
c a s e s .  N o  a p p a r e n t  S i x t h  A m e n d m e n t  v i o l a t i o n s  t h e r e . ”

The  en t i r e  co lumn  can  be  found  a t  h t t p : / /www.oanow.com/oan /news /op in ion / j enn i f e r_ fo s t e r /
a r t i c l e / j enn i f e r_ fos t e r_ red - l i gh t_cameras_an_ impor t an t_ too l_ tha t_ saves_ l i ve s /67961 / .

F o c u s  o n  S a f e t y :  A p r a c t i c a l  g u i d e  t o  a u t o m a t e d
t r a f f i c  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e s o u r c e  t o
h e l p  s ta t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  l o c a l  p o l i c y m a k e r s ,  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s ,  h i g h w a y  s a f e t y  a d v o c a t e s  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  g r o u ps  d e s i g n ,  o p e r a t e ,  a n d  s u p p o r t
e f f e c t i v e  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s .

T h e  g u i d e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  C a m pa i g n  f o r  $ 9  a  c o p y,
o r  i t  c a n  b e  d o w n l o a d e d  i n  P D F  f o r m a t  f r o m  t h e
C a m pa i g n  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .

ORDER YOUR FREE CAMPAIGN BUMPER STICKERS

To o rder,  send  your  name,  address  and  how many  bumper  s t i ckers  you  want  v ia  ema i l  to :
i n f o @ s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m  o r  c a l l  u s  a t  2 0 2 - 8 2 8 - 9 1 0 0 .  I t ’ s  f r e e  f o r  2 5  a n d  u n d e r.  L a r g e r
o r d e r s  w i l l  b e  c h a r g e d  o n l y  f o r  m a i l i n g  e x p e n s e s .



Legis lat ive  Update  — Apri l  2009
I f  t h e r e  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g  i n  y o u r  s ta t e  t h a t  i s  n o t  l i s t e d  h e r e ,  p l e a s e  c o n ta c t  t h e
C a m pa i g n  a t  ( 2 0 2 ) 8 2 8 - 9 1 0 0  o r  i n f o @ s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .

R E D  L I G H T  R U N N I N G  S A F E T Y  C A M E R A S

ALABAMA: HB 125 (Bentley, Gipson), cited as the “Red Light Safety Act,” allows municipalities to pass ordi-
nances to install red light camera programs. The bill outlines how red light cameras can be used, sets up a system to
contest the civil fine and, if the owner of the vehicle wasn’t the driver, establishes how to transfer responsibility to a
person who was driving. Read a second time on 2.19.09 and referred to public safety committee.

FLORIDA:

HB 439 (Reagan, Hooper, Nelson) creates the Mark Wandall Traffic Safety Program to be administered by
the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV); provides for counties and municipalities
to enforce traffic control signals using red light cameras; requires annual report from counties and munici-
palities to DHSMV on use of red light cameras; provides for allocation of portion of fine proceeds to trauma
centers and public hospitals; requires summary report from DHSMV to Governor & Legislature. Filed
1.19.09. First Read 4.02.09 and sent to economic development & community affairs policy council. Sent to
finance and tax council 4.14.09.

SB 2004 (Altman) preempts to the state the use of cameras to enforce traffic laws. Creates the Mark Wandall
Traffic Safety Program to be administered by the Department of Transportation; requires a county or munici-
pality to enact an ordinance in order to use a traffic infraction detector to identify a motor vehicle that fails to
stop at a traffic control signal steady red light. Provides for placement and installation of detectors on certain
roads, etc. Filed 2.23.09; on criminal justice committee agenda 4.15.09.

SB 2688 (Peaden) Establishes a traffic control program using unmanned cameras to record vehicles that
violate laws relating to traffic control signal devices. Provides program requirements. Introduced 3.19.09.

GEORGIA: HR 774 (Loudermilk, Burkhalter) creates the House Study Committee on Compliance by Local
Governments with the Red Light Camera Law to examine why some local governments aren’t in compliance with a
law, effective Jan. 1, 2009, requiring municipalities with red light camera programs to add one second to the yellow
light phase at every intersection monitored by a camera. Resolution was read a second time 3.30.09.

HAWAII:

HB 145 (Souki, Awana, Chong et al.) establishes red light camera programs and authorizes counties to
implement them. Photos and citations would be mailed to the registered owners of the photographed ve-
hicles. Introduced 1.22.09, sent to the transportation committee, where it passed with amendments, referred
to judiciary committee 2.06.09, transmitted to Senate 3.10.09, where it passed first reading 3.12.09.

SB 216 (Espero, Gabbard) Establishes a three-year pilot red light camera program. Introduced 1.23.09 and on
1.28.09 referred to committees on transportation, international and intergovernmental affairs; judiciary and
government operations; and ways and means.

ILLINOIS:

SB0148 (Harmon, Althoff) provides that the Illinois Commerce Commission in cooperation with a local law
enforcement agency, may establish in any county or municipality a system for automated enforcement of
railroad crossing violations. Establishes requirements for the system and provides that local authorities must
initiate the process by enacting a local ordinance requesting the creation of such a system. Introduced
1.30.09, assigned to transportation committee where it was amended 2.10.09; passed the Senate 4.02.09 and
referred to House rules committee. Referred to railroad industry committee 4.14.09.

(continued on page 9)
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ILLINOIS (cont.): HB 442 (Jefferson) amends the Illinois Vehicle Code, providing that, in addition to the eight
previously designated counties, the counties of DeKalb, Macon, McLean and Winnebago, and the municipalities
within those counties, may establish red light camera programs, effective immediately. Introduced 2.04.09, referred
to rules committee, where it was amended and sent to the Senate 3.19.09.

INDIANA:

HB 1586 (VanDenburgh, Candelaria, Reardon, Friend, Austin) allows municipalities to establish red light
camera programs with a penalty not greater than $100. After allowing for administration costs of the photo
enforcement program, 50% of the net proceeds must be deposited in the local road and street fund, 25%
deposited in the county or local law enforcement continuing education fund; and 25% deposited in the local
police equipment fund. Introduced 1.22.09; passed the roads and transportation committee 9-1 and referred
to ways and means committee 2.02.09.

SB 389 (Rogers, Mishler, Wyss), as introduced 1.08.09, was to establish a 10-city pilot red light camera
program with local authorities first getting permission from the state Department of Transportation (DOT).
The bill has been amended to make it identical to HB 1586. and referred to homeland security and transpor-
tation & veterans affairs committee, where it passed out of committee 2.10.09 by a 7-3 vote. Passed to the
House 2.17.09 and referred to the committee on interstate and international cooperation 2.25.09.

MISSOURI:

HB 241 (Yates) referred to as the Missouri Universal Red Light Enforcement Act, places severe restrictions
on any red light camera program and prohibits speed camera programs. Combined fine and court costs
cannot exceed $25 and any fines collected must go to the local school district where the infraction occurred.
Any issued notice of violation must be mailed no later than three business days after the violation was
recorded. Introduced 1.12.09 and referred to public safety committee 1.22.09. Public hearing completed
3.03.09; as of 4.16.09 bill not on a calendar.

SB 211 (Lembke) prohibits red light camera programs anywhere in the state. Introduced 1.20.09, referred to
transportation committee 1.27.09, hearing held 2.18.09, failed to pass the transportation committee 2.25.09.

SB 58 (Stoufer) modifies several provisions of law relating to transportation, including a requirement that
red light camera citations clearly identify the driver of the vehicle. Passed by Senate 3.26.09; referred
4.02.09 to House transportation committee, which held a hearing 4.07.09.

MISSISSIPPI: HB 1568 (Blackmon, DuVall) bans photo enforcement by prohibiting the governing authority of
any county or municipality from enacting or enforcing ordinances authorizing the use of automated recording
equipment or systems to enforce compliance with or impose or collect any fine, fee or penalty for violation of any
traffic laws, rules or regulations on any public street, road or highway within the state. Passed by the House and the
Senate and approved by the Governor 3.20.09. Also listed under speed safety cameras.

MONTANA: HB 531 (Nooney) prohibits red light cameras; providing exceptions;  Introduced 2.10.09, passed
the House and sent to Senate 2.25.09 where it was referred to highways and transportation committee; returned to
House with amendments allowing the continuation of existing red light programs and allowing photo enforcement at
railroad grade crossings. The House did not agree to the amendments, and conference committees were appointed
4.15.09 and 4.16.09.

NEBRASKA: LB 496 (Fulton) authorizes local governments to operate red light camera programs. Violators
would be notified within 15 days of violation; $100 maximum citation fee. Introduced 1.20.09, referred to judiciary
committee, hearing was scheduled for 3.11.09.

Legislative Update — Red Light Running Safety Cameras  (continued  from page 8)
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N E W H A M P S H I R E :   SB 113  ( R o b e rg e ,  H a w k i n s ,  G r a h a m )  a u t h o r i z e s  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a
p r o g r a m s  w i t h  f i n e s  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  $ 1 0 0  p l u s  p e n a l t y  a s s e s s m e n t .  I n t r o d u c e d  1 . 0 8 . 0 9  a n d
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  c o m m i t t e e ,  w h e r e  i t  d i e d  b y  a  4 - 1  v o t e  4 . 0 8 . 0 9 .

NEW MEXICO:  SB  519  ( S a n c h e z )  c a p s  m a x i m u m  f i n e s  a t  $ 1 0 0  m a x i m u m  f o r  a  r e d  l i g h t
c a m e r a  c i t a t i o n ;  r e q u i r e s  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  c o l l e c t e d  f i n e s  b e  r e t a i n e d  b y  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  f o r
m u n i c i p a l  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  p r o g r a m s  a n d  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y ’s  r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t s  d i r e c t l y
r e l a t e d  t o  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a  p r o g r a m ;  t h e  o t h e r  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  f e e s  t o  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e
f o r  t h e  C o u r t  A u t o m a t i o n  F u n d ,  t h e  Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y  a n d  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  E n f o r c e m e n t  F u n d  a n d
t h e  J u d i c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  F u n d .  R e q u i r e s  a p p e a l s  t o  b e  h e a r d  b y  a  h e a r i n g  o f f i c e r  a p p o i n t e d  b y
t h e  p r e s i d i n g  j u d g e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t .  S i g n e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  4 . 0 6 . 0 9 .

NEW YORK:  T h e  N e w  Yo r k  L e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  a  p a c k a g e  o f  b i l l s  t h a t  w o u l d  e x p a n d  t h e
c u r r e n t  p r o g r a m  i n  N e w  Yo r k  C i t y  (A 7 3 2 8 ,  S i l v e r ;  S  3750 ,  D i l a n  )  a n d  a u t h o r i z e  l o c a l  l a w s
f o r  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  u p  t o  5 0  c a m e r a s  i n  R o c h e s t e r  (A 7 3 3 2 , G a n t t ;  S  3746 ,  T h o m p s o n ) ,
B u ff a l o  (A 7331 ,  H o y t ;  S  3 7 4 7 ,  T h o m p s o n ) ,  Yo n k e r s  ( A 7330 ,  S p a n o ;  S  3745 ,  S t e w a r t -
C o u s i n s ) ,  N a s s a u  C o u n t y  ( A 7329 ,  L a v i n e ;  S  3 7 4 ,  J o h n s o n )  a n d  S u ff o l k  C o u n t y  (A 7 3 3 3 ,
E d d i n g t o n ;  S  3748 ,  F o l e y ) .  U n d e r  t h e  p a c k a g e ,  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w o u l d  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o
i n s t i t u t e  a  f i v e - y e a r  t r i a l  p r o g r a m  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  r e d  l i g h t  l a w  w i t h  c a m e r a s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y,
e a c h  b i l l  r e q u i r e s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  i s s u e  a n  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d
l e g i s l a t i v e  l e a d e r s  d e t a i l i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h i s  t e c h n o l o g y.  T h e  A s s e m b l y  p a s s e d  t h e
p a c k a g e  o f  b i l l s  4 . 0 6 . 0 9 ,  a n d  t h e  S e n a t e  p a s s e d  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  4 . 0 7 . 0 9 .  T h e  m e a s u r e s
h a v e  b e e n  f o r w a r d e d  t o  G o v.  D a v i d  A .  P a t e r s o n .

OREGON:  HB 2701  ( B a r t o n )  p r o h i b i t s  c i t i e s  t h a t  u s e  p h o t o  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  f r o m
p r o v i d i n g  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a n d  v e n d o r s  o f  p h o t o  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  b a s e d  o n
n u m b e r  o f  c i t a t i o n s  i s s u e d  o r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  m o n e y s  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  p a y m e n t  o f  f i n e s .
P r o h i b i t s  c i t i e s  t h a t  u s e  p h o t o  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a n d  p h o t o  r a d a r  f r o m  c o l l e c t i n g  m o r e  t h a n
f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  a n n u a l  b u d g e t  f r o m  c i t a t i o n s  i s s u e d  u s i n g  p h o t o  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a n d  p h o t o
r a d a r.  F i r s t  r e a d  2 . 1 7 . 0 9  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  2 . 2 4 . 0 9 .

TENNESSEE:  H B 5 4 1 ( L i t z )   a n d  SB 768  ( S o u t h e r l a n d )   r e q u i r e s  t r a f f i c  s i g n a l s  i n
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  u s i n g  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  t o  u s e  a  m i n i m u m  e x p o s u r e  t i m e  o f  f i v e  s e c o n d s  f o r
y e l l o w  l i g h t  w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h r e e  s e c o n d  m i n i m u m  y e l l o w  l i g h t  f o r  o t h e r  t r a f f i c  s i g n a l s .
H B 5 4 1  w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e ’s  p u b l i c  s a f e t y   s u b c o m m i t t e e   2 . 2 0 . 0 9  a n d
d e f e r r e d  3 . 3 1 . 0 9  t o  l a s t  c a l e n d a r.  S B  7 6 8  w a s  p l a c e d  o n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  c a l e n d a r
f o r  3 . 3 1 . 0 9  a n d  s i n c e  d e f e r r e d  t o  4 . 2 1 . 0 9 .

TEXAS:

H B  2 6 3 9  ( I s e t t )  p r o h i b i t s  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  f r o m  u s i n g  r e d  l i g h t  a n d  s p e e d  c a m e r a s .
F i r s t  r e a d  3 . 1 6 . 0 9 ;  r e f e r r e d  t o  u r b a n  a f f a i r s  c o m m i t t e e ,  w h e r e  i t  w a s  l e f t  p e n d i n g
4 . 0 2 . 0 9 .

HB 3275  ( O r t i z )  r e q u i r e s  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  o b t a i n  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  Te x a s
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t  b e f o r e  i n s t a l l i n g  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  o n  a  s t a t e  h i g h w a y.  T h e
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t  m u s t  h o l d  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  g r a n t i n g  a p p r o v a l  f o r  a n y
r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  R e a d  3 . 1 8 . 0 9  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e .

SB 374  ( C a r o n a )  f o r b i d s  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  c o u n t i e s  f r o m  u s i n g  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  o n  a n y
s t r e e t  o r  h i g h w a y  w i t h i n  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  P a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  3 . 1 9 . 0 9  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o
H o u s e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  c o m m i t t e e  3 . 3 1 . 0 9 .

Legislative Update — Red Light Running Safety Cameras  (continued  from page 9)
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SPEEDING SAFETY CAMERAS

ARIZONA: The Arizona legislature is swamped with pending bills aimed at ending or curtailing speed camera
programs, including:

HB 2106 (Crump, Ableser, Campbell, et al.), as introduced 1.20.09, would immediately prohibit photo
enforcement systems in the state. It has been rewritten so the state’s program deploying speed cameras on
highways statewide wouldn’t be eliminated until July 2010. It also includes numerous provisions imposing
new requirements and restrictions on signs, enforcement practices and other aspects of the program before it
expires. Under the bill photo enforced citations can only be issued to vehicles traveling at least 11 mph faster
than the posted speed limit and the local authority with jurisdiction over a photo enforcement system on a
state highway will be held fully responsible for the ownership, operation and maintenance of that portion of
the state highway. Beginning September 30, 2010, no photo enforcement system may be used to identify
speed violators on any state highway in Arizona. Approved by appropriations committee 3.26.09; approved
by rules committee 3.30.09.

HB 2131 (Weiers, Gowan, Stevens) requires photo enforcement warning signs to having flashing strobe
lights attached. Introduced 1.20.09 and referred to the rules committee and the transportation and
infrastructure committee.

HB 2168 (Biggs) requires the state to conduct a study to determine the need for photo radar before any
contracts can be entered into or renewed. In addition to studying alternatives to photo enforcement and
numerous other requirements, the study would determine if  “a photo enforcement system that is capable of
safely covering at least five lanes of traffic in one direction and that meets or exceeds federal roadside crash
safety standards is available for state procurement.” Introduced 1.20.09 and referred to the rules committee,
where it was approved 3.30.09, and the transportation and infrastructure committee, where it was approved
3.05.09.

HB 2342 (Mason) restricts photo enforcement to local roads only and allows higher speed limits on
controlled access highways. Introduced 1.26.09 and referred to the rules committee where it passed a second
reading 1.27.09.

HB 2494 (Weiers) states that a person must be driving at least 11 miles-per-hour over the speed limit to be
issued a citation by a speed camera system. Introduced 2.5.09 and assigned to the rules committee where it
passed a second reading 2.09.09.

SB 1291 (Nelson), introduced 1.29.09, deletes the following section of the statutes relating to photo
enforcement: “Notwithstanding any other law, if a person is found responsible for a civil traffic violation or a
notice of violation pursuant to a citation issued pursuant to this section, the department of transportation shall
not consider the violation for the purpose of determining whether the person’s driver license should be
suspended or revoked. A court shall not transmit abstracts of records of these violations to the department of
transportation.”

SCR 1033 (Gould) requires a state referendum on a proposal to prohibit speed cameras on state highways.
Introduced 2.02.09.

(continued  on page 12)
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TEXAS (cont.): SB 2295 (Lucio) and identical companion HB 4643 (Lucio III), amends the transportation code by
requiring a minimum yellow light phase of six seconds on all traffic lights at intersections monitored by red light
cameras, effective 9.01.09. Six seconds is the maximum allowable yellow change interval duration allowed under the
Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  HB 4643 was left pending in transportation committee 4.14.09.
SB 2295 first read 3.31.09, referred to transportation and homeland security committee, where a posting rule was
suspended and the bill was to be discussed 4.15.09.
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ARIZONA (cont.):
SCR 1039 (Gould) states that, if approved by a voter referendum and proclamation by the governor, a
driver would only be cited by a photo enforcement speed program if the vehicle was traveling at least 11
mph faster than 85 percent of the vehicles on the highway. Introduced 2.02.09.
SB 1347 (Gould) requires extra signage for speed camera programs. Current law requires two signs with
one placed at least 300 in advance of the photo enforcement system. This bill requires an additional sign to
be located 1,320 feet before a photo enforcement system. All signs must include the posted speed limit and a
notice that drivers will not be issued citations unless they are driving at least 11 mph over the speed limit. A
standard size speed limit sign must be placed within six feet of each sign. Introduced 2.02.09.

SB 1355 (Gould) would prohibit speed camera programs on state highways. Introduced 2.02.09.

SB 1364 (Gould) identical to SCR 1039 but would not require a voter referendum and proclamation by the
governor. Introduced 2.02.09.

SB 1391 (Huppenthal) requires the state or local authority to conduct an engineering review to determine a
safe and reasonable speed limit for that portion of the street or highway; the minimum speed limit that results
in a citation mut be six mph more than the speed of 85 percent of vehicles on that street traveling during
nonpeak daylight hours under good weather conditions. Any photo taken must be altered so that the interior
of the vehicle is darkened and not visible and only the driver is visible. Introduced 2.03.09.

SB 1460 (Gorman), titled “2009 Photo Enforcement Accused Bill of Rights,” is a wide-ranging bill
including requirements for extra signage, limitations on camera locations and amount of revenue
jurisdictions can receive from photo enforcement, wording of citations, and signed statements from law
enforcement officers verifying the required signs were in place at the time of the violation. Introduced
2.03.09.

COLORADO: SB 143 (Bacon) expands the types of locations speed cameras can be used to include school zones,
work zones, streets that border municipal parks, and roadways with speed limits of less than 50 mph that are
considered a speed or accident prone area; revenue must be used for traffic regulation or traffic safety. Passed by the
Senate but killed by voice vote in the House 4.02.09.

HAWAII: HB 388 (Souki, Awana, et al.) establishes photo enforcement speed programs and authorizes counties to
administer them. Introduced 1.26.09 and referred to transportation, finance and judiciary committees. Heard and
deferred by the transportation committee 2.02.09.

MARYLAND:

SB 277 (Senate President, by request of administration) and HB 313 (House Speaker, by request of
administration), authorizes speed camera programs statewide in work zones and school zones; permits fines
of $40 for people caught on camera driving at least 12 miles above the speed limit. Passed both the House
and the Senate and forwarded to the governor.

HB 396 (Anderson – by request of Baltimore City administration – McIntosh, Kirk et al.) authorizes speed
camera programs on specified highways in Baltimore City. Introduced 2.10.09 and assigned to
environmental matters; passed 3.28.09 and referred to the Senate rules committee 3.30.09.

OHIO: HB 2 (Ujvagi), the transportation budget for fiscal years 2010-2011, had included, when introduced, a pilot
speed camera program for construction zones. That provision was removed from the final bill, which was passed by
the House and Senate and signed by the governor 4.1.09.

TEXAS: SB 374 (Carona) forbids counties & municipalities from operating speed camera programs. Filed
12.16.08. It was referred to the transportation & homeland security committee 2.17.09 and passed by Senate 3.19.09.
Sent to House, where it was referred to the public safety committee 3.31.09.

Legislative Update — Speeding Safety Cameras  (continued  from page 11)


