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Vehicle Crashes — They’re Costly, and We All Pay

  

T raff i c  c rashes  cos t  Amer i can  mo to r i s t s  mo re  t han
$164  b i l l i on  a  year,  acco rd ing  to  a  AAA research
repo r t  i ssued  i n  March .

The  s tudy,  conduc ted  by  Mary land -based  Cambr idge
Sys tema t i c s  I nc . ,  f ound  t ha t   c rashes  cos t  U .S .  mo to r i s t s
$164 .2  b i l l i on  a  yea r,  o r  abou t  $1 ,051  pe r  pe rson .  Tha t ’s
more  than  doub le  t he  $67 .6  b i l l i on  i n  annua l  cos ts  f r om
conges t i on ,  o r  abou t  $430  pe r  pe rson .

T h e  r e p o r t ,  “ C r a s h e s  v s .  C o n g e s t i o n :  W h a t ’ s  t h e  C o s t  t o
Soc ie t y? , ”  ca l l s  f o r  i n c reased  a t t en t i on  t o  t r a f f i c  sa fe t y
f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  p o l i c y m a k e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  C o n g r e s s
p repa res  t o  r eau tho r i ze  f ede ra l  t r anspo r t a t i on  p rog rams  i n
2009 .

“Mos t  Amer i cans  w i l l  be  su rp r i sed  t o  l ea rn  t ha t  mo to r
veh i c l e  c rashes  cos t  mo re  t han  t he  conges t i on  t hey  f ace  on
the i r  da i l y  commute  to  wo rk , ”  AAA Pres iden t  and  CEO
Rober t  L .  Da rbe lne t  sa id  i n  a  p ress  re l ease .

Among  t he  repo r t ’ s  r ecommenda t i ons :

Na t i ona l  sa fe t y  goa l s  shou ld  be  es tab l i shed  and
s t r a t e g i e s  i m p l e m e n t e d  t o  c u t  s u r f a c e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
fa ta l i t i es  i n  ha l f  by  2025 ,  as  recommended  by  t he
Na t i ona l  Su r face  Transpo r ta t i on  Po l i cy  and  Revenue
St u d y  C o m m i s s i o n .

The  t r anspo r t a t i on  sa fe t y  commun i t y  needs  t o
deve lop  more  e f f ec t i ve  ways  o f  ge t t i ng  t he  pub l i c  t o
unde rs tand  t he  i mpac t  o f  t r a f f i c  c rashes ,  t he  need  f o r
e f f ec t i ve  coun te rmeasu res ,  and  t he  r o l e  t he i r  own
behav io r  p lays  i n  sa fe t y.

I nc reased  co l l abo ra t i on  among  t r a f f i c  sa fe t y
p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s p e c i a l i s t s ,
and  hea l t h  commun i ca t i ons  expe r t s  i s  needed  t o
i nco rpo ra te  t he  bes t  ava i l ab le  sc i ence  on  behav io r
m o d i f i c a t i o n .



R ecent l y  t he re  has  been  cons ide rab le  p ress  cove rage  o f  a  s t udy  re l eased  by  D r.
Ba rba ra  Lang land -Orban ,  an  assoc ia te  p ro fesso r  i n  t he  Co l l ege  o f  Pub l i c  Hea l t h
a t  t he  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Sou th  F lo r i da ,  t ha t  a rgues  aga ins t  t he  i ns ta l l a t i on  o f  pho to

en f o r cemen t  t o  cu rb  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing .  R eg re t tab l y,  much  o f  t he  p ress  cove rage  has
iden t i f i ed  he r  repo r t  as  a  s tudy  by  t he  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Sou th  F lo r i da ,  wh i ch  imp l i es  t ha t  i t
r e f l ec t s  t he  co l l ec t i ve  w i sdom o f  t he  Un i ve r s i t y.  S i nce  t he re  a re  t housands  o f  f acu l t y
m e m b e r s  a t  U S F,  t h e  p r e s s  c o v e r a g e  w o u l d  h a v e  m o r e  a c c u r a t e l y  n o t e d  t h e  v i e w s  a s
those  o f  Langland-Orban.

As  D i rec to r  o f  t he  USF  Cen te r  f o r  U rban  Transpo r ta t i on  Resea rch ,  I  f ee l  compe l l ed  t o
o f f e r  some  con t ra r y  ev idence .  I n  he r  l a t es t  pape r,  Lang land -Orban  c i t es  t he  Na t i ona l
Mo to r i s ts  Assoc ia t i on  as  one  o f  he r  sou rces .  You  owe  i t  t o  you rse l f  t o  check  ou t  t he
webs i t e  o f  t he  Na t i ona l  Mo to r i s ts  Assoc ia t i on .  You ’ l l  f i nd  t hey  wou ld  be t te r  be  named  the
Nat iona l  Sco f f l aw  Assoc ia t i on .  I f  you  check  ou t  t he i r  webs i t e ,  you ’ l l  f i nd  t hey  se l l s  books
l i ke  “Speed ing  Excuses  Tha t  Work , ”  “Bea t  You r  Ti cke t :  Go  t o  Cou r t  and  Win , ”  a  f u l l  r ange
o f  r ada r  de tec to r s ,  and  t he i r  Gue r i l l a  Ti cke t  F i gh te r  CD .  No t  exac t l y  a  c red ib l e  sou rce .

He r  a r t i c l e  r epo r ts  t he  resu l t s  o f  a  yea r - l ong  s tudy,  bu t  r ea l l y  i t  was  a  syn thes i s  o f  o t he r
s t ud i es .  He r  a r t i c l e  co r rec t l y  no tes  t ha t  t he re  a re  many  eng inee r i ng  coun te rmeasu res
t h a t  c a n  a f f e c t  c r a s h e s  a t  s i g n a l i z e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a s s u r i n g  s i g n a l  h e a d
v i s i b i l i t y,  se lec t i ng  app rop r i a te  ye l l ow  t ime  i n te r va l s ,  use  o f  an  a l l - r ed  c l ea rance
in te r va l ,  and  o the r s .  These  measu res  a re  impo r t an t  and  a re  i nc l uded  i n  r ecommended
p rac t i ces  by  t r a f f i c  eng inee r i ng  p rac t i t i one rs .  Wh i l e  f ocus i ng  on  a  coup le  o f  con t r a r y
s tud ies  and  c i t i ng  t he  a fo remen t i oned  Na t i ona l  Mo to r i s ts  Assoc ia t i on ,  she  neg lec ts  t o
i nc l ude  i n  he r  syn thes i s  t he  many  s tud ies  t ha t  suppo r t  t he  e f f ec t i veness  o f  r ed  l i gh t
r unn ing  cameras .  A recen t  I owa  Sta te  Un i ve r s i t y  r epo r t  showed  d rama t i c  r educ t i ons  i n
bo th  v i o l a t i ons  and  c rashes  a f t e r  t he  i ns ta l l a t i on  o f  r ed  l i gh t  cameras  f o r  bo th  rea r -end
c r a s h e s  a n d  f o r  r i g h t - a n g l e  c r a s h e s .

S h e  a l s o  o m i ts  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y ’s  Tr a n s p o r ta t i o n  R e s e a r c h  B o a r d
repo r t  on  t he  Impac t  o f  Red  L i gh t  Camera  En fo r cemen t  on  C rash  Expe r i ence ,  wh i ch  d i d  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e v i e w  o f  m a n y  s t u d i e s  d o n e  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y.  T h e y  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  a
ma jo r i t y  o f  j u r i sd i c t i ons  t ha t  have  imp l emen ted  camera  en fo r cemen t  r epo r t ed  downward
t rends  i n  r ed - l i gh t  r unn ing  v i o l a t i ons  and  c rashes ,  espec ia l l y  t he  more  seve re  t ypes  o f
c r a s h e s .

The  USDOT Fede ra l  H ighway  Admin i s t ra t i on  and  the  15 ,000  member  I ns t i t u te  o f
Transpo r ta t i on  Eng inee rs  endo rse  t he  p rope r  imp lemen ta t i on  o f  pho to  en fo r cemen t ,
wh i ch  i nc l udes  s i t e -by - s i t e  s t ud ies  and  imp lemen ta t i on  o f  o the r  eng inee r i ng
c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s ,  o v e r s i g h t  o f  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  b y  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s ,  a n d  a  s t r o n g
pub l i c  educa t i on  p rog ram.

Dr i v i ng  on  ou r  r oads  i s  a  p r i v i l ege ,  and  we  shou ldn ’ t  hes i t a te  t o  t i c ke t  t hose  who  v i o l a te
bas i c  r u l es  o f  t he  road ,  no tab l y  t he  f a i l u re  t o  s top  a t  a  r ed  t r a f f i c  l i gh t ,  wh i ch  endange rs
a l l  o f  us .

Edward  A .  M ie rze jewsk i ,  PhD ,  PE
D i rec to r,  Cen te r  f o r  U rban  Transpo r ta t i on  Resea rch
Un ive rs i t y  o f  Sou th  F lo r i da

Noted Transportation Planner Questions validity of “Study”
Claiming Adverse Effects of Red Light Cameras
A shortened version of the following letter appeared 4/01/08 in the University of South Florida Oracle (a campus
newspaper). Mierzejewski is responding to an article in the Florida Public Health Review entitled, “Red Light
Running Cameras: Would Crashes, Injuries and Automobile Insurance Rates Increase If They Are Used in
Florida?” authored by Barbara Langland-Orban, Etienne E. Pracht, and John T. Large.
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Co ry  w i t h  h i s  G randmo the r  and
h i s  Aun t  Ka ren

S Slow Down
T Turn  o f f  your  ce l l
O Observe  a round  you
P Pro tec t  L i ves

O Obey the  l igh ts
N Never  tes t  the  l im i t s

R Remember  the  ru les
E Everyone  coun ts
D Do wha t ’ s  r i gh t !

In Memory

”“Notable quotes

“I’m al l  for  speed cameras  — not  because they may protect  pr ivacy to  some extent ,  but
because they free up pol ice to  do more important  and complex work.  This  is  automation at  i ts
best :  Cameras can record infract ions even bet ter  than human beings can,  and everyone wins
— taxpayers ,  motor is ts ,  pol ice .”

The  Wash ing ton  Pos t ,  2 /21 /08 :  “Cr ime  Cams ,  Speed  Cams ,  Red
Light  Cams — Life,  Observed,” from a Marc Fisher  column

“We did not  ant icipate having such success so early with the number of  people not  running red
l ights ,”  said Zaida Basora,  Dallas’  assis tant  director  of  public  works and transportat ion.  “If
you have success  in  safety,  you don’t  have a  lot  of  success  in  revenue.  The other  s ide is  the
people wil l  go back to  what  they were doing before without  the cameras.”

Dallas  Morning Herald,  3/15/08:  “Dal las’  Red Light  Cameras  May
Face Changes as  Revenue Est imate Drops,”  by Dave Levinthal

Submi t t ed  by  14 -yea r -o l d  Co ry  Tros t  i n
m e m o r y  o f  h i s  g r a n d m o t h e r,  C h r i s ta  F e r r a r i ,
o f  R i ve rv iew,  F lo r i da ,  who  d ied  9 /28 /2005 ,  as
the  resu l t  o f  a  r ed  l i gh t  r unn ing  c rash .



Nat iona l  Work  Zone Awareness Week is  Apr i l  7–11

How significant is the work zone safety problem?

Over the las t  10 years ,  the  annual
number of persons kil led in
crashes  in  work zones  increased
45  percen t  (up  to  1 ,010  in  2006) .
85 percent of those killed in a work
zone are  dr ivers  or  occupants .
On average ,  f rom 2002 to  2006,
about 15 percent  of  the fatal i t ies
result ing from crashes in work
zones were non-motoris ts
(pedestr ians,  including workers
and bicyclists) .
More  than  40 ,000  people  a re
injured each year in motor vehicle
crashes  in  work zones .
Of the 1 ,010 work zone fata l i t ies
in  2006,  an  es t imated 235
occurred in crashes involving
large t rucks.

  f ro m  t h e  F H WA Wo r k  Z o n e  S a f e t y
  f a c t s h e e t
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United Nations Votes to Hold First-Ever Roads Summit

On March 31st, the United Nations’ General Assembly approved the first-ever conference on road safety, to be held
next year in Russia.

Norman Y. Mineta, transportation secretary from 2001–2006 and honorary chairman of Make Roads Safe — The Cam-
paign for Global Road Safety in North America, noted in an op-ed that day in the New York Times: “Last year, 965 people
lost their lives in air crashes around the world. But more than 3,000 people will die on the world’s highways today. More
than 1.2 million people die each year from road traffic injuries..... This is an epidemic in every sense of the word.”

The Make Roads Safe campaign said that according to the latest forecasts, unless action is taken, more than 20 million
lives could be lost from 2000-2015, with a doubling of the annual death rate by 2030. Desmond Tutu, Emeritus Archbishop
of Cape Town, was among several Nobel Peace Prize winners who urged the UN to act quickly to address the world’s
growing road deaths crisis.

“What is driving this carnage?” Tutu wrote in an open letter that appeared in The Independent in London. “Speeding cars,
badly maintained roads, and roads designed for speed, rather than lowering pedestrian risk, play a part. Add to this lethal
cocktail anarchy in the form of disregard for traffic rules and you have a perfect storm.”

In passing the resolution calling for the conference, the UN also urged member states “to actively participate in the
development of the global road safety status report being prepared by the World Health Organization.”

This  year ’s  theme is  Slow for  the  Cone Zone.



Orde r  ou r  l a tes t  pos te r  o f  Je f f  " Le f t  Hook "  Lacy,  a
fo rmer  O lymp ic  boxe r  and  IBF  Supe r  M idd lewe igh t
champ ion .  To  r eques t  a  pos te r,  p l ease  con tac t  t he
Campa ign  a t  202 -828 -9100  o r  by  ema i l  a t
i n f o@s top red l i gh t runn ing . com.

Inc l ude  you r  name ,  ema i l ,  ma i l i ng  add ress  and  how
many  you  wou ld  l i ke .  The  pos te r s  a re  f r ee ,  bu t  we  ask
tha t  t hose  reques t i ng  pos te r s  pay  t he  sh ipp ing  cha rges ,
w h i c h  a r e  m i n i m a l .

Focus  on  Sa fe ty :A  p r ac t i ca l  gu ide  to  au tom ated
t ra f f i c  en fo rcement ,  i s  a  new  gu ide  t o  au toma ted  pho to
en fo r cemen t .  I t  i s  a  comprehens i ve  r esou rce  t o  he l p
s ta te  l eg i s l a t o r s  and  l oca l  po l i c ymake rs ,  l aw
en fo r cemen t  o f f i ce r s ,  h i ghway  sa fe t y  advoca tes  and
commun i t y  g roups  des ign ,  ope ra te ,  and  suppo r t  e f f ec t i ve
p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m s .

The  gu ide  i s  ava i l ab le  f r om the  Campa ign  f o r  $9  a  copy,
o r  i t  can  be  down loaded   i n  PDF  f o rma t  f r om  the
C a m pa i g n  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w. s t o p r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g . c o m .

To order  an  I  STOP ON RED bumper  s t i cker,  send your  name,  address  and how many bumper
s t i ckers  you  want  v ia  ema i l  to :  i n f o@s top red l i gh t r unn ing . com o r  ca l l  u s  a t  202 -828 -9100 .  Make
su re  and  j o i n  t he  Campa ign  by  send ing  you r  name ,  add ress ,  ema i l ,  and  t e l ephone  i n fo rma t i on .
Tha t ’ s  f ree ,  t oo !
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ORDER YOUR FREE CAMPAIGN BUMPER STICKERS

For  an upda ted  summary  o f  l ega l  dec i s i ons  conce rn ing  au toma ted  en fo r cemen t ,
go  to  the  Insu rance  Ins t i t u te  fo r  H ighway  Sa fe ty ’ s  webpage :
h t t p : / /www. i i hs .o rg :80 / l aws /au to_en fo r ce_cases .h tm l .

For  in format ion on s ta tes ’  penal t ies  for  red l ight  running,  inc lud ing t rad i t iona l  and
pho to  en fo r cemen t :   h t t p : / / w w w. i i h s . o r g / l a w s / a u t o m a t e d _ e n f o r c e m e n t . a s p x .

Helpful Information from IIHS
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Legislative Update — April  2008
I f  t h e r e  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g  i n  y o u r  s t a t e  t h a t  i s  n o t  l i s t e d  h e r e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e
Campa ign  a t  ( 202 )828 -9100  o r  i n f o@s top red l i gh t runn ing . com .

RED L IGHT RUNNING SAFETY CAMERAS
A L A B A M A:  H B  2 4  ( B e n t l e y ) ,  i n t r o d u c e d  2 / 0 5 / 0 8 ,  i s  a  r e - f i l i n g  o f  t h e  A l a b a m a  C l a s s  4
M u n i c i p a l i t y  R e d  L i g h t  S a f e t y  A c t ;  w o u l d  g i v e  Tu s c a l o o s a  a n d  G a d s d e n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o
i n s t a l l  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  R e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  g o v e r n m e n t  c o m m i t t e e ,
w h i c h  p a s s e d  i t  o n  2 / 2 1 / 0 8 .

A R I Z O N A :  H B  2 6 0 3  ( M a s o n )   i n t r o d u c e d  1 / 2 4 / 0 8 ,  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e  D i v i s i o n
( M V D )  f r o m  a s s e s s i n g  p o i n t s  t o  d r i v e r  l i c e n s e s  f o r  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  r e l a t e d  c i t a t i o n s .  I n
a d d i t i o n  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  i n s u r e r s  f r o m  u s i n g  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h e n  d e t e r m i n i n g
i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s  a n d  i n s u r a b i l i t y.  P a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  2 / 2 8 / 0 8 .

F L O R I D A :   A s  f i l e d  i n  D e c e m b e r,  2 0 0 7 ,  S B  8 1 6  ( B e n n e t t )  a n d  H B  3 5 1  ( R e a g a n ) ,  r e f e r r e d
t o  a s  t h e  M a r k  Wa n d a l l  Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y  A c t ,  w o u l d  a l l o w  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r e d
l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s  a n d  i m p o s e  a  $ 1 2 5  f i n e  a g a i n s t  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e s
p h o t o g r a p h e d  r u n n i n g  t h e  r e d  l i g h t .  O n  3 / 11 / 0 8 ,  t h e  S e n a t e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e
p a s s e d  a n  a m e n d e d  S B  8 1 6  t h a t  r e d u c e s  t h e  p e n a l t y  f r o m  a  $ 1 2 5  f i n e  t o  a  $ 6 0  v i o l a t i o n  f o r
t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  c i t a t i o n s .  C i t i e s  a n d  c o u n t i e s  w o u l d  c o l l e c t  a b o u t  $ 3 0  o f  t h e  f i n e ,  w i t h  t h e
r e m a i n d e r  g o i n g  t o  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s t a t e  t r u s t  f u n d s .  T h e  f i n e  r i s e s  t o  $ 1 2 5  f o r  a  f o u r t h
v i o l a t i o n ,  w i t h  $ 6 5  o f  t h a t  d i r e c t e d  t o  h o s p i t a l  t r a u m a  c e n t e r s .  S B  8 1 6  h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o
t h e  C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  C o m m i t t e e .  H B  3 5 1  h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  E c o n o m i c  E x p a n s i o n  &
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  C o u n c i l  C o m m i t t e e .

G E O R G I A :  H B  7 7  ( L o u d e r m i l k ) ,  a s  a m e n d e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  3 / 2 0 / 0 8 ,  w o u l d  m a k e  i t  h a r d e r
f o r  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  i n s t a l l  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s .  I t  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o
f i r s t  a p p l y  t o  t h e  s t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  i n s t a l l  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a s  a n d  r e q u i r e
d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  “ g e n u i n e  s a f e t y  n e e d ”  f o r  e a c h  i n t e r s e c t i o n  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
A m o n g  i t s  m a n y  r e q u i r e m e n t s :   “ n o  p o r t i o n  o f  a n y  c i v i l  m o n e t a r y  p e n a l t y  c o l l e c t e d  t h r o u g h
t h e  u s e  o f  s u c h  d e v i c e s  m a y  b e  p a i d  t o  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  o r  v e n d o r  o f  t h e  t r a f f i c - c o n t r o l
s i g n a l  m o n i t o r i n g  d e v i c e s . ”  C o m p e n s a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d
n o t  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c i t a t i o n s  i s s u e d  o r  t h e  r e v e n u e  g e n e r a t e d .  T h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e
3 / 2 0 / 0 8  a n d  w a s  s e n t  b a c k  t o  t h e  H o u s e  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  a m e n d m e n t s .  O n  3 / 2 8 /
0 8  t h e  H o u s e  p a s s e d  t h e  m e a s u r e ,  w h i c h  n o w  g o e s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r.

I L L I N O I S :  H B  4 5 6 2  ( B r a d y )  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a
p r o g r a m s  i n   D e K a l b ,  M c L e a n ,  K a n k a k e e ,  L a S a l l e ,  P e o r i a ,  S a n g a m o n ,  Ve r m i l i o n  a n d
Wi n n e b a g o  c o u n t i e s  ( c u r r e n t l y  t h e  o n l y  c o u n t i e s  t h a t  c a n  u s e  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  a r e  i n  t h e
C h i c a g o  a n d  S t .  L o u i s  a r e a s ) .  I n t r o d u c e d  1 / 1 8 / 0 8  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e .

H B  5 2 8 8  ( J e f f e r s o n ) ,  i n t r o d u c e d  2 / 1 4 / 0 8 ,  p r o v i d e s  t h a t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r e v i o u s l y
d e s i g n a t e d  c o u n t i e s ,  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s  b e  p e r m i t t e d  i n  C h a m p a i g n ,  D e K a l b ,
M c L e a n ,  P e o r i a ,  L a  S a l l e ,  S a n g a m o n ,  Ve r m i l i o n ,  a n d  Wi n n e b a g o  a n d  t o  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s
l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h o s e  c o u n t i e s .  R e f e r r e d  t o  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  3 / 2 4 / 0 8 .

S B  1 9 8 9  ( H a r m o n ) ,  f i l e d  2 / 0 7 / 0 8 ,  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  I l l i n o i s  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  i n
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  a  l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y,  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  i n  a n y  c o u n t y  o r
m u n i c i p a l i t y  a  s y s t e m  f o r  a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g  v i o l a t i o n s .  P r o v i d e s
a  c i v i l  f i n e  o f  $ 2 5 0  f o r  a  f i r s t  v i o l a t i o n  a n d  a  $ 5 0 0  f i n e  f o r  s e c o n d  o r  s u b s e q u e n t  v i o l a t i o n s .
A m e n d e d  a n d  p a s s e d  t h e  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  Ve t e r a n s  Aff a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  3 / 1 3 / 0 8 ;
p l a c e d  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  c a l e n d a r  f o r  a  s e c o n d  r e a d i n g  4 / 0 1 / 0 8 . (continued on page 7)



M A I N E :  L D  2 2 4 4  ( P i l o n )  w o u l d  a l l o w  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .
I n t r o d u c e d  3 / 0 6 / 0 8 ,  t h e  b i l l  w a s  s e n t  t o  t h e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h e r e  a  h e a r i n g  w a s
h e l d  3 / 1 8 / 0 8 .  T h e  b i l l  w a s  k i l l e d  3 / 2 0 / 0 8 ,  b u t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  o f
t h e  t e c h n o l o g y.

M I N N E S O TA:  H F 1 0 5 8  ( T h i s s e n )  a n d  c o m p a n i o n  S e n a t e  b i l l  SF 1 0 7 1  ( D i b b l e )  w o u l d
a u t h o r i z e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  o p e r a t e  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s .  H F  1 0 5 8  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d
2 / 1 5 / 0 7  a n d  r e f e r r e d  3 / 2 1 / 0 8  t o  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  a n d  C i v i l  J u s t i c e  C o m m i t t e e .  S F  1 0 7 1  w a s
i n t r o d u c e d  2 / 2 1 / 0 7  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  3 / 1 4 / 0 7 .

M I S S I S S I P P I :  H B  11 9 7  ( D u v a l l )  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  a n y  c o u n t y  o r  m u n i c i p a l i t y  f r o m  e n a c t i n g
o r  e n f o r c i n g  o r d i n a n c e s  a l l o w i n g  r e d  l i g h t  o r  s p e e d  c a m e r a s ,  e f f e c t i v e  7 / 1 / 0 8 .  I n t r o d u c e d
2 / 4 / 0 8  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h e r e  i t  d i e d  2 / 1 8 / 0 8 .

H B  1 5 8 9  ( H o l l a n d ) ,  a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l ,  w a s  a m e n d e d  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  “ n o n e  o f
t h e  f u n d s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  a c t  s h a l l  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o r  o p e r a t i o n  o f ,  n o r
s h a l l  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  u s e  o r  p e r m i t  t h e  u s e  o f ,  a u t o m a t e d
r e c o r d i n g  e q u i p m e n t  o n  o r  w i t h i n  t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  o f  a n y  r o a d w a y  o n  t h e  s t a t e  h i g h w a y
s y s t e m  t o  e n f o r c e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a n y  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  s i g n a l . ”  T h e  a m e n d e d  b i l l  p a s s e d  t h e
H o u s e  3 / 0 4 / 0 8  a n d  w a s  s e n t  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h e r e  a  p e n d i n g
a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  r e m o v e  t h e  H o u s e  a m e n d m e n t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a u t o m a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t .

M I S S O U R I :  H B  1 3 7 6  ( P o r t w o o d )  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  M i s s o u r i  U n i v e r s a l  R e d  L i g h t
E n f o r c e m e n t  A c t ;  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a l l  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  s y s t e m s  t o  r e g i s t e r  w i t h  t h e
M i s s o u r i  D e p a r t m e n t  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c i t i e s  t o  p a y  a  $ 5 0 0  f e e  t o  t h e  R e d
L i g h t  E n f o r c e m e n t  F u n d  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  a u d i t s  t o  e n s u r e  e n t i t y  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  b i l l .  T h e  c o m b i n e d  f i n e  a n d  c o u r t  c o s t s  c a n n o t  e x c e e d  $ 1 0 0 .  T h e  b i l l  a l s o
p r o h i b i t s  t h e  u s e  o f  s p e e d  c a m e r a s .  I n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  H o u s e  0 1 / 0 9 / 0 8 .  R e f e r r e d  t o  C r i m e
P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  2 / 2 1 / 2 0 0 8 .

N E W  M E X I C O :  S B  4 4 2  ( S a n c h e z )  a p p l i e s  t o  c i t i e s  w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0 , 0 0 0
( A l b u q u e r q u e )  a n d  w o u l d  l i m i t  a l l  f i n e s ,  f e e s  a n d  c o s t s  o f  a  s p e e d i n g  o r   r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g
v i o l a t i o n  t o  a  m a x i m u m  o f  $ 7 5 . Te n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  m o n e y  c o l l e c t e d  w o u l d  g o  t o  D W I  d r u g
c o u r t  p r o g r a m s  a n d  9 0  p e r c e n t  w o u l d  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  N e w  M e x i c o  f i n a n c e  a u t h o r i t y
f o r  d e p o s i t  i n t o  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  c o u r t  b o n d  g u a r a n t e e  f u n d .  P a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  t h e
S e n a t e   2 / 1 4 / 0 8 .  S i g n e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  3 / 0 5 / 0 8 .

N E W Y O R K :  A  0 6 6 6 9  ( H o y t )  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  C i t y  o f  B u ff a l o  t o  i m p l e m e n t  p h o t o
e n f o r c e m e n t  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  a n d  h i g h w a y - r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g s .  T h e  b i l l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a n d
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  3 / 1 6 / 0 7 .  S e n a t e  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  S  0 4 5 2 3  w a s
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  0 4 / 1 8 / 2 0 0 7 .  B o t h  b i l l s  a g a i n  w e r e  r e f e r r e d  t o
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s  0 1 / 0 9 / 0 8 .

T E N N E S S E E :   A s  o r i g i n a l l y  d r a f t e d ,  S B  3 2 5 8  ( B u r c h e t t )  w o u l d  h a v e  r e q u i r e d  t h a t
n o t i f i c a t i o n s  o f   v i o l a t i o n s  r e c o r d e d  b y  a  r e d  l i g h t  r u n n i n g  c a m e r a  b e  s e n t  b y  c e r t i f i e d  m a i l .
T h e  a m e n d e d  b i l l ,  w h i c h  p a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  3 / 1 7 / 0 8 ,  s a y s  t h e  v e h i c l e ’s  r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r
m u s t  r e c e i v e  a  2 nd l e t t e r  b y  f i r s t - c l a s s  m a i l ,  g i v i n g  a n  e x t r a  3 0  d a y s  t o  r e s p o n d  b e f o r e
b e c o m i n g  l i a b l e  f o r  l a t e  f e e s .  B i l l  s e n t  t o  H o u s e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  3 / 2 5 / 0 8 .

W I S C O N S I N :  A B  5 2 8  ( Z e p n i c k )  w o u l d  e n a b l e  c i t i e s ,  t o w n s ,  a n d  v i l l a g e s  t o  i m p l e m e n t
t h e i r  o w n  r e d  l i g h t  c a m e r a  p r o g r a m s .  I n t r o d u c e d  1 0 / 0 4 / 0 7  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  C o m m i t t e e  o n
U r b a n  a n d  L o c a l  Af f a i r s ,  w h i c h  a p p r o v e d  a n  a m e n d e d  b i l l  3 / 0 4 / 0 8  a n d  r e f e r r e d  i t  t o  t h e
j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  o n  F i n a n c e ,  w h e r e  i t  f a i l e d  t o  p a s s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ’s  a d j o u r n m e n t .

Legislative update
(continued from page 6)

(continued on page 8)

Page 7



Page 8

S P E E D I N G  S A F E T Y  C A M E R A S

A R I Z O N A :  S B  1 4 7 0  ( G o u l d ) ,  i n t r o d u c e d  2 / 0 5 / 0 8 ,  p r o h i b i t s  p h o t o  s p e e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  o n
s t a t e  h i g h w a y s  a n d  w o u l d  b l o c k  G o v.  J a n e t  N a p o l i t a n o ’s  p l a n s  t o  u s e  p h o t o  s p e e d
e n f o r c e m e n t  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  P a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  2 / 1 2 / 0 8 .

S C R  1 0 3 2  ( G o u l d )  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  S B  1 4 7 0  e x c e p t  i t  i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  v e t o ;  i t
i n s t e a d  p u t s  t h e  i s s u e  o n  t h e  N o v e m b e r  b a l l o t  f o r  v o t e r s  t o  d e c i d e .

S C R  1 0 3 3  ( G o u l d ) ,  a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  2 / 0 5 / 0 8  a n d  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n
C o m m i t t e e  i n  a  3 - 2  vo t e  o n  2 / 1 2 / 0 8 ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  a n y  p h o t o  e n f o r c e m e n t  s y s t e m  c o u l d  o n l y
i s s u e  a  c i t a t i o n  i f  a  v e h i c l e  i s  t r a v e l i n g  f a s t e r  t h a n  8 5  p e r c e n t  o f  v e h i c l e s  o n  t h e  h i g h w a y.  I f
a p p r o v e d  b y  l a w m a k e r s ,  t h i s  b i l l  a l s o  w o u l d  b y p a s s  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  g o  t o  t h e  v o t e r s .

S B  1 5 0 5  ( G o r m a n )  i n t r o d u c e d  2 / 0 5 / 0 8  a n d  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  2 / 2 6 / 0 8 ,
w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  w a r n i n g  s i g n s  b e  p l a c e d  6 0 0  f e e t  i n  f r o n t  o f  a r e a s  w h e r e  p h o t o  s p e e d
c a m e r a s  a r e  i n  u s e  ( s t a t e  l a w  n o w  r e q u i r e s  w a r n i n g  s i g n s  p o s t e d  a t  l e a s t  3 0 0  f e e t  a h e a d ) .
A l s o ,  s i g n e d  s t a t e m e n t s  f r o m  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  t w o
s u c h  w a r n i n g  s i g n s  w e r e  i n  p l a c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  v i o l a t i o n .

C A L I F O R N I A :  S B  1 3 2 5  ( K u e h ) ,  i n t r o d u c e d  2 / 2 0 / 0 8 ,  a u t h o r i z e s  a  s p e e d  c a m e r a  p i l o t
p r o g r a m  i n  B e v e r l y  H i l l s  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  s c h o o l  z o n e s  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  w i t h  s p e e d  l i m i t s
o f  2 5  m p h  o r  l e s s .  R e f e r r e d  t o  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  H o u s i n g  C o m m i t t e e  2 / 2 8 / 0 8 .

C O N N E C T I C U T:  S B  4 1  ( M c K i n n e y )  w a s  t h e  g o v e r n o r- s u p p o r t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  i m p l e m e n t
a  p i l o t  p h o t o  s p e e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m  a l o n g  a  s t r e t c h  o f  I n t e r s t a t e  9 5 .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ’s
j o i n t  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  a n d  S e c u r i t y  C o m m i t t e e  v o t e d  3 / 0 6 / 0 8  t o  k i l l  t h e  b i l l .

M A RY L A N D :  S B  2 6 9  a n d  H B  3 6 4  ( r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r ) ,  i n t r o d u c e d  1 / 2 5 / 0 8 ,  w o u l d
a l l o w  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  t o  u s e  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  o n  s t r e e t s  w i t h  s p e e d
l i m i t s  u p  t o  4 5  m p h ,  i n  s c h o o l  z o n e s  a n d  n e a r  h i g h w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  z o n e s .  D r i v e r s  t r a v e l i n g
1 2  m p h  o r  m o r e  a b o v e  t h e  p o s t e d  s p e e d  l i m i t  c o u l d  b e  i s s u e d  a  t i c k e t ,  u p  f r o m  t h e  1 0  m p h
o r i g i n a l l y  p r o p o s e d .  A m e n d m e n t s  a l s o  l o w e r e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  f i n e  t o  $ 4 0  f r o m  $ 7 5 .  S B  2 6 9
p a s s e d  3 / 1 8 / 0 8  a n d  H B  3 6 4  p a s s e d  3 / 2 5 / 0 8 .  M i n o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  S e n a t e  a n d  H o u s e
v e r s i o n s  w e r e  i r o n e d  o u t  3 / 3 0 / 0 8  a n d  t h e  m e a s u r e  w a s  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r.

S B  9 6 3  ( R o s a p e p e ) ,  i n t r o d u c e d  2 / 2 8 / 0 8  a s  t h e  S a f e r  R o a d s  A c t  o f  2 0 0 8 ,  w o u l d  a l l o w  P r i n c e
G e o rg e ’s  C o u n t y  t o  u s e  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  o n  h i g h w a y s  a s  w e l l  a s  s c h o o l  z o n e s  a n d
n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  I t  w o u l d  n o t  a p p l y  t o  I n t e r s t a t e  9 5 ,  I n t e r s t a t e  4 9 5 , o r  o n  R o u t e  5 0  o r  R o u t e
3 0 1  i n  P r i n c e  G e o rg e ’s  C o u n t y.  T h e  S e n a t e  g a v e  p r e l i m i n a r y  a p p r o v a l  3 / 3 1 / 0 8 .

M I S S I S S I P P I :  S B  2 1 2 8  ( P o w e l l )  i n t r o d u c e d  1 / 1 9 / 0 8  a n d  d i e d  2 / 1 9 / 0 8  i n  t h e  S e n a t e
J u d i c i a r y  B  c o m m i t t e e .  T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  h a v e  a l l o w e d  c i t i e s  o f  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 , 0 0 0  t o  u s e  t h e
d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  o n  f e d e r a l  h i g h w a y s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  b o u n d a r i e s .  S t a t e  l a w  r e s t r i c t s  t h e  u s e  o f
s p e e d  r a d a r  d e t e c t i o n  e q u i p m e n t  t o  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  H i g h w a y  P a t r o l  a n d  c i t y  p o l i c e
d e p a r t m e n t s .  C i t i e s  w i t h  p o p u l a t i o n s  l e s s  t h a n  2 , 0 0 0  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  u s i n g  r a d a r  o n  t h e i r
p u b l i c  s t r e e t s  w h i l e  c i t i e s  o f  m o r e  t h a n  1 5 , 0 0 0  c a n  u s e  r a d a r  o n  f e d e r a l  h i g h w a y s  w i t h i n
t h e i r  b o u n d a r i e s .

WA S H I N G TO N :  S B  5 3 6 3  ( J a c o b s e n )  w o u l d  a l l o w  s p e e d  c a m e r a s  o n  a r t e r i a l  r o u t e s  i n
S e a t t l e .  P a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  2 / 1 6 / 0 8  a n d  r e f e r r e d  2 / 1 9 / 0 8  t o  H o u s e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n
C o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  o n  3 / 1 3 / 0 8 ,  t h e  d a y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a d j o u r n e d ,  r e f e r r e d  i t  t o  b a c k  t o  t h e
S e n a t e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  a  t h i r d  r e a d i n g .
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